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The natural AcH^t^^f'Mofifo^dtala'^ 
Ing to the Knowledgi^ and Pca^ce of RelU 

tbr^hen^tbi Ckil«lk$; nsMcb hnr not the 
Ilati^^ A'iyNiUureti^ ihingi amtdinedin 
tbi'Law I tbefe having nu the haf^ ai^ a 
Law unto tbemfehest which Jhew the 
fFork of the Lais> ns^iheii in their Hearts ; 
their, ConJf:ience alfi bearing wtnefi^ and 
their Thoughts the mean while acaijtngy of 
elfe eoccujing om another. page i* 

;'- ' SfekMMr. 

The true Excellency of Men. 

; - Prov. XIL26* 
The Rgbteous is more excellent than his 
Neigbkur. P^g^SS- - 
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vi , The C O N T E N T S. 

- .. SERM.III. . .. 

The Weightier Matters of Religion. 
Mattk. XXlIl! 23. 

H^o (int(iyqt^ Scribes andPbarifees, Hy Rentes ; 
for ye:pay^itbe[ofMmty and^j&ifty and 
Cummitit and have omitted the weightier 
matters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy and 
Faith : Iheje ought ye to have done, and 
not to kave the other md^. . 

Luke XI. 42. 

But wo unto you Pharijees ; for ye tithe Mint 
and Rue, and aU manner ef Herhi, and 
pafs over Judgment, and the lAve of God: 
Ihefe ought ye to haoe.dme, and hot to leave 
the. other undone. page 68. 

SERM. IV. 

The Government of the Heart. 
Prov. ly. 23. 

Keep thy Heart with all Dittgente -, for out 
of it are the JJfues of Ufe. page 97. 

SERM. 
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The CO N T EN T S. m 

, SERM.V. 

The fpiritual and true Worfliip of God. 

• JoX^IV4 24- , 
Godisa Spirit, md tbej fbat imrjhip Um^ 
' ihujl wtrjbip tnm in Spirit and .in Truth. 

page 126. 

SERM. VL 
The e:Aemal Duties of religious Worlhip, 
and pofitive Rites of Chriitianity. 

Heb. X. 25. . 
Not Jorjiiking the ajfembltng of ourfehes to^ 
getbery as tbe manner offome is ; but ex-- 
hurting one anotber. page 1 54* 

SERM. VII. 
The Nature of Faith, Hope, and Charity 5 
and the Excellency of Charity above Faith 
and Hope. 

I Cor. XIII. 13. 
jind now abidetb B^itby Hcpfy and Charity^ 
thefe three \ but tbe greateft of tbefe ik 
Charity. . page 185. 

SERM. VlII. 
The Evidence of a future Judgment, and 
its Influence for engaging Men to Repea-- 
tancc. 
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AcTS/XVII; 3b, 31. 

And the Times of this Ignorance Godwinkedat^ 

But now cdnimandefb' alt'Men ever/ where to 

repent ; becaufi bi^'batf^'af^inted a Day in 

/ tie wbkk be nvilf j^dge the Worlds iA 

. Rijihte^u^, fy^ that^ M^^^Aim ffe^botb 

. or denned^ whereof be bath given AJfurance 

nnto all Men, , in that he batb raifed bim 

from the Dead. . \ page j2 13« 

. . SERMi ;IX*7;i , . :ir. 
The Tendency of Chriftiviity to promote 
die Happinefs of Mankind in thls^ prefent 
Life* 

Luke I5R> 56V- • 
J^or the Son of Man is not come to dejlroy Men's 
Lives^ buttojavetbem. page 241* 

SBRM. Xi 

The Loving our Saviour above all the' Ob^ 
jedts of our Aflfedlion in this World. 

M.ATt.X.. 37,.^^ 
Be that l^etk- Father 01^ Mather' mof)e than 
. tnle, is pot worthy of me : And b^ that 
hvetb Son or Daughter more than me^ is 
not worthy ofhte^: And'btlhat taketb not 
Bs'Crofs^ akd- folhwetb^ efier me^ is not 
nMrthytfrnti ^ pdjgciiSij.- 

z s£:rm; 
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T:hp.C,0,NTE,NT,§, xtii 

. -, 1 / - . - . / : . . - 

• iSEWM. m, 

John VII. 46. 
iSTwfr Manfpakfi.likfJttis.14an. p. 294. 

^ERrM.-m 

The Excellency Of ap jnqiti|itivc DHpo^- 
tbtt, ^ the Right, Dutjr, and Adv^t^ges 
ef inquiring into matteris of -Religion. 

Preached upon occafion of receiving a Pro* 
ielytc fronot Pc^ry. 

ACTSXVII. II, 12. 

^l>efe were mare noble than tbofe in Thcffalo- 

^aka, 4n 4bat ibey received tbrWord with 

all Readinefs of Mind^ and fear cbed the 

Scriptures daily^ whether tbofe Tiings 

were fo. Therefore many of them believed. 

page 326. 

SERM. xni. 

Chriftianity capable of a rational De- 
fence, the Duty of every Man to defend it, 
and the proper Methods of fupporting it. 

1 Petbr 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ady The C O N T E N T S. 

1 Peter Ul^ 15. 
Bf reaiy ahoays to give an Atfioer to evpry 
Mm thai ajhth you a Reafon of the Hope 
that is in you, with Meeknefs and Pear, 

pagP 358- 

• SERM. XIV. 

The Spiritual and Moral Liberty of Men. 

John VIU. 32. 
^d ye Jhall know the Truti, and tbe Truth 
Jball make you Jree^ pa^ 380. 
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SERMON I. 

The natural Advantages of Men for 
attaining to the Knowledge and 
Pradice of Religion, 



Rom. II. 14^ 15. 

For when the Gentiles, 'which have not the 
LaWy do by Nature the things contained in 
the Law ; tbefe having not the LaWy are a 
Lav> unto themfelves : nehich Jhew the 
Work of the Law written in their Hearts ; 
their Confcience alfo bearing witnefs^ and 
their Thoughts the mean while oQCufing^ or 
' elfeexcufing one another. 

THIS Account, which &t. Paul gives 
us of the Gentiles, will afford us 
fome matter of ufeful Refledion, 
after we have confidered, what it is, that he 
here affirms of them, and feen how his Af- 
fertions can be juftified, or the Truth of them 
made out. 

Vol. 1. B When 
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2 The natural jfJwntages of Men 

S E R M, fFhen the Gentiles, fays he, wbicb have not 
I. the LaWy that is, when the Heathens^ who 

^^^^^havc no revealed Law, who have had no 
Scheme or Inftrudlion of Religion delivered to 
them by Divine Teachers and Inftruftors, as 
the Jev)^ and Cbrijliam have had, do by Na^ 
tur€ the things contained in the Law; do from 
the Inftinfts and Propenfions of Humanity, 
and from the Suggeftions of Reafon and Con- 
fcience, pradife the feveral Duties of Piety, 
Juftice, Compaffion, and Charity, which are 
the great things, which the inftituted Law of 
God requires ; Tbefe baving not tbe law^ are 
a Law unto tbemfelves : Thefe Gentiles^ tho* 
they have not the advantage of a pofitive re- 
vealed Law, yet are not at a lofs about the 
Rule of their Duty, but find that, and their 
Obligation to obfcrve it, by. confulting their 
own Hearts, and fee what things are to be 
performed, and what are to be avoided by 
them : Wbicb pew the Work of tbe Law 
written inibeir Hearts, who plainly difcover, 
that they have true Notions of Good and Evil, 
of a right and a wrong Conduft, implanted 
in their Minds; and likewife a natural Difpofi- 
tion to perform the good Aftions, which the 
pofitive Law requires, their Confcience alfo 
bearing witnefs ; their Confciences infpefting 
their whole Behaviour, and applauding them 

when 
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for attaimng the Kwwledge oftUUgiori} 3 

\vhen thej adl right, and admonifhing andSiRM. 
reproving them when they do wrong : jind I^ 
their Thottgbts the mean while accufing^ or elfe ^^^ 
excu^g one another 5 or, as tht: original Word8 
are otherwife rendered, and they in the Reafon^ 
ings t>f their Minds^ pr in the Reflc<axonSj 
which they noake upon one another'sCondu£t^ 
approving or condenuiingeach other, accord- 
ing as thek Behaviour is fornned upon the 
Ptiacipl€8 of Piety, Honefty, andGoodnefsj 
or the contrary. 

8p that the Sum of what St Paul aflort^; 
is, that the Heathen Nations, who have had 
no extraordin^ Revelation ccmmumcated to 
tiiera^ but are l^t to the Notices and Sug^ 
gtikions of Nature, for the direfition of their 
ConduiS:, do in the ufe of thofe Advantages^ 
which they are naturally pofieiied of^ attain iH 
ibme meafure both to the Knowledge and 
Prafticeof their Duty. Their Faculties clearly 
fuggeft to them a difference between moral 
Good and Evil, and teach them to adhere to 
the one, and toabftain/rcMn the other; and 
the Propenfions of flicir Hearts incline them 
to thofe Adlionsi which their Minds approve : 
and they cannot turn to anotherCourfe of Life, 
without violating the Law of their Natui^. . 
and falling under the Reproaches of their own 
B z Minds^ 
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4 ^ neural Advantages of Men 

5 E R M. Minds, as well as the Genfures and Condcm- 

!• nation of the reft of Mankind. 
^"^^^^^^ Now this Reprefentation,which the Apoftlc 
has given of the State of the Gentile World; is 
certainly very juft, and perfedtly agreeable both 
to the Reafon and Experience of Mankind. 

If we confider what the Condition of the 
Heathen Nations, or of that part of Mankind, 
who have never been favoured with the Light 
of fupernaturd Revelation, may rationally be 
prefumed with refpeft to Religion to be, we 
niuft certainly conclude, thattho' they want 
feveral Advantages, which we, who have the 
Benefit of fuch a Revelation, enjoy, yet they 
are not left altogether in a State of Darknefs 
and Uncertainty as to the Duties, which muft 
be performed by them in order to their plcal^ 
ing Godj and obtaining the proper Happi- 
ncfs of their Nature ; but that they always 
have the Means in their power,- if they will 
rightly improve them, of knowing and do- 
ing their Duty, and in confequence of that, 
of enjoying Happinefs both in this and in a 
future State. It is not at all reconcileable to 
the Wifdom, Juftice, andGoodnefsof God, 
to fuppofe, that he would deal more hardly 
with the principal Inhabitants of this World, 
than he has done with the inferior forts of 
Creatures : that he would deny to the greateft 

part 
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for aitatntng the Knowledge of 'Religion. 5, 

part of M^kind the means of ading agree^ S £ r m, 
ably to the Nature, which he has given them, !• 
and of attaining to that Happinefs, of which ^"^^"^^"^ 
he has made them capable.: that he would 
put them into fuch Circumftances, that they 
muft neceflarily remain ignorant of thofe 
things, which they' are moft concerned to 
know and do, and livejuft at random, with*- 
out a Law to govern them, without any Prin- 
ciple to controul and check them in their 
miflaken«Purfuits, only blindly to follow the 
Impulie of every prevailing paffion whither- 
fqever it may lead them, to the ruin and 
defbu£tion, perhaps, both of themfelves and 
others. This Condudl is by no means wor- 
thy of the wife, and merciful, and righteous 
Father and Govemour of Mankind, and caa 
be thought agreeable only to fome capricious 
malevolent Being, who cruelly fported him-* 
felf with the Diftrefs and Mifery of great 
multitudes of helplefs Creatures. It may 
therefore be laid down as a Principle with all> 
who acknowledge a wife, juft, and benevo- 
lent Deity, as the Author and Governour of 
the World, that he has imparted fo muc}> 
iight to the Gentile Nations, as is neceflary 
for directing them to a rational and good Con- 
duit, and (hewing them the true way to 

Happine&s and that it muft be owing to 
B 3 their 
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6 • ^e natural Aihantages cfMen 

SiRM.thcir own Negligence in not attending to, 

I- and in not improving this Light, if they fall 

Sn^N/ ^^^ oith^t State of.Perfeftion and Felicity, 

for which the Author of thei|: Bemgs dc-? 

iigned them. 

This is what, I think, we may reft in^ 
upon a bare View of the Pcrfedlions of the 
Supreme Beingj before we hare taken the 
real Cafe of the Heathen Nations into our 
Confideration. And when we confider what 
that is, we find, that it is juft what we might 
before have rationally prefumed it to be jj 
that tho' they want the Benefit of a pofitive 
Revelation, yet they are not therefore de- 
prived of the Means of living as becomes ra- 
tional Creatures and moral Agents j but that 
in the Ufe of their natural Powers, and pfthofe 
Advantages, which Providence allows rfiem, 
they may both difcern and prafticetheir Duty; 
and that many of them, in proportion to their 
Gircumftances, Ao a<ftually behave thcmfelvcs 
irery innocently and virtuoufly. 

It is not to be expedted, that in a Difcourfe 
of this nature, I fhould enter minutely into ^ 
tConfideration of all the various Powers and 
Advantages, which Mankind are poflTeflcd of, 
cxclufively of Revelation, for inveftigating the 
Princi; les, and performing the Duties, oiKt-^ 
' ligion and Morality, I fhall only take notice of 

fomc 
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for aitaimng the KnowkJge of Religion. 7 

fomc of the principal Talents aid Advantages, S e r m. 
which the wife and good Author of Nature I- 
has given in common to the whole human ^"^^^^^^ 
Race, in order to their diicovering and doing 
his Will, and thereby rendering themielves 
acceptable to him, and attaining to the End, 
for which he has made them. 

I. The Faculty of Reafbn is one of thofe 

common Gifts of the great Creator, which 

enables Mankind to make great Difcoveries in 

Religion* By the Vk of this, they come to 

know the Exigence of the infinite eternal 

Mind J can trace the feveral PerfeSions of his 

Nature, his Providence and Government of 

the World-, and fee what fort of Worfliip and 

Service muft be moft acceptable to him from 

his intelligent Creatures. The Exiftencc of 

a Deity is certainly one of the moft eafy and 

obvious Deduftions of human Reafon, from 

the Contemplation of the Univerfe, which 

bears the moft evident Impreffions of the in- 

exhauftible Power, Wildom, Righteoufnefs, 

and Goodnefs of him, who made and governs 

it. Accordingly we find, that Mankind have 

been always prone to believe and acknowledge 

a fupreme Mind of infinite Wifdom, Power, 

Sandity, and Benevolence, the Creator and 

Governour of all things ; and that Athetfm 

was accounted as unnatural and monftrous an 

B 4 Opinion 
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8 The natural Advantages of Mm 

Si RM. Opinion in Heathen^ as It has ever been in 
I. Cbrijiian Countries, It would be an eafy 

S<\^^ matter, if this was a proper Place for it, to 
fliew. from the Writings of Philofophers and 
Hiftorians, the general Concurrence of Man- 
kind, of the Rude and Illiterate^ as well as 
the Civilized and Learned, in acknowledging . 
the Being and Providence, and all the princi- 
pal Attributes of God ; and that they have 
thought very ill of the Few, who fcemed 
cither to deny or doubt of the Truth of thefc 
great Articles of Religion. But I ftiall only 
obferve here, that, according to the Opinion of 

Aas >iv. St. Paul, God never left bimfelfrntbout Wit^ 
nef to any Nation^ in that he did them good.and 
gave them Rain from Heaven ^andfruitJulSea^ 
fonsyand filled their Hearts with Food and Glad^ 

Rom \zo^^f^> ^"^ ^^^ ^^ difcoveredbimfelfto the Gtn^ . 
tiles, by the Works 'which he has made, which . 
aflFord a clear Demonftration to all, who attend 
to them, of his eternal Power and Godhead. 
And when Men are once convinced, that , 
there is a God, and know what Attributes 
belong to him, they may upon very little 
Reafoning and Refledion fee what the Wor^ 
fhip is, that is moft agreeable to him from 
his rational Creatures : that a Being infinitely 
perfcdt can never be delighted with thofe 
things, which are only fit to amufe the weakeft 

of 
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for attdtmng the Knowledge of Reiighm f 

of Mortals, fuch as vain and idle Notions, bo- Se r m# 
dily Penances and Auflerities, cofHySacri- I* 
ficcs, and any Services of mere Pomj^ and ^^^^^^ 
Ceremony; but that the thing, whi^i he 
takes pleafure in, is the Religion of the HMrt> 
an inward Reverence and Love of his own 
Perfections, an entire Obedience and SubnuC. 
fion of the Soul to his Will,^ a Diipofition to 
imitate his Nature, and to do good after the 
Example of his indulgent and kind Conde« 
fcenfions to his Creatures. This is what every 
one, who makes any radonal Refledions on 
the Nature of God, muft eaiily perceive to 
be the trueft and moft acceptable M^hod of 
ferving him. And indeed in this Notion of 
Divine Worflaip, the wifcr and more confix 
derate Ferfons among the Heathens always 
agreed; who, as appears from the Accounts, 
which we have of Aeir Sentiments, greatly 
defpifed the vain and abfurd Superftition of 
the Vulgar, and placed the Eflence of Reli-f 
gion and the true Worihip of God, in a Pu^ 
rity of Heart and Affeflion, in an Integrity 
of Mind before God, in Love, Gratitude, 
and Obedience to hin^ and a Refemblance of 
bis Excellencies ; and in a generous Honefly 
and Love of Mankind, 

And as by the Ufe and Exerciie of Rea^ 
fon. Men come thus to know the Exigence 

and 
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to ^ natural Advantages tfMeH 

SBRM.and Attributes of God^ and underftand die 
I* Nature of that Worfhip, which is to be of- 
^"^^^^^^^icred^fo him ; fo by the iame Means they may 
obtain a juft Knowledge of their own Na- 
ture and Conditic»i, and fee what Coorie 
of Life is neceflary both for fapfxming 
tfieir prefent State, and advandbig the Dig- 
nity and Happinefs of their Nature in 
the whole Extent of their Exiftence. In- 
deed a confiderable part of our Knowle^e 
of human Nature ariies from the Informa- 
tiofi of the external Senfes, and an inward 
Perception and Confcioufnefs of what pafies 
^BTithio ourielves; by which we know both 
the outward Form of the Body» and the 
various Organs and Members, of which it is 
omipoied; and the feveral Powers and Affec- 
tions inherent in the Soid. And what is want-^ 
ing after diis to make us more thoroughly ac- 
quainted with ourielves, may be fupplied by 
our Reafon, which^ upon takkig a Survey 
of our Conftitution, can eafily point out the 
Ufes of our feveral Powers and Diipofitions, 
and confequently the End, for which we our- 
ielves were made ; which teaches us particu- 
larly, that Mankind were formed for Religion, 
or the Worfliip of that great and good Being 
u|K)n whom they themfelves and all other 
Aings depend, and for Society in this World, 

and 
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for attaining the KntnvkdgeoJ ReUgion. %i 

and are by Nature conflituted Members of it; Sfrm* 
that thcjr are under a Neceffity of entering in- ^* 
to, and of cultivating a focial State, both for ^^^^^ 
their own Prefervation, and in purfuance of 
the moft generous and honourable Defires and 
. Affedtions of their Hearts ; and that to main^ 
tain the Happinefs of this State, it is the Duty 
of all Men to attend to the Inteteft of the 
Publick, and to take eTery Opportunity of 
promoting it ; and to be not only juft, but 
compaffionate, friendly, and ob%ing to one 
another, in the whole Commerce and Bufinefs 
of Life. But Reafon can make a more im- 
|>ortant Difcovery witli refpetSt to Mankind, 
than any relating to theif Condition in this 
World J which is, that they are to exift in 
another Life; and to be placed there either 
in a State of the grcateft Dignity and Happi- 
nefs, or of infupportable Infamy and Milery, 
according to the Improvement, which they 
have here made in Piety and Goodnefs, or 
the contrary. This great Doftrine of a future 
State, if notftriaiy demonftrable from rational 
Principles, is at Icaft fupported by fuch ftrong ^ 
Prefumptiofis, from the Nature and Operations 
of the human Mind itfelf, and from the Perfec- 
tions of the SupremeBeing, compared with the 
Adminiftration and Order of the World, as make ' 

it moft worthy of the Attention of Mankind, 

and 
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14 7be natural Advantages of Men 

SERM.and muft indeed render it highly crcdibte. 
!• in the Judgment of the moft wife and impartial 
Inquirers. Accordingly it appears in fadt, 
that^ howeverfomeof themeanerPhilofophers 
denied the Truth of this Dodrine, yet the 
moft celebrated among them always believed 
and taught it, as appearing at leaft much more 
probable to them than the contrary: Nay, 
even the unlearned part of Mankind have al- 
ways found the notion of a future State fb 
agreeable to their natural Appreheniions and 
Hopes, and their Sentiments of the Goodnels 
and Juftice of Providence, that no Principle of 
Religion has been more univerfally admitted 
and received than this has been. 

2. Another common Advantage of Man- 
kind, for attaining both to the Knowledge and 
Pradice of their Duty, is the Principle of na- 
tural Confcience, which gives them a quick 
and immediate perception of moral Good and 
Evil^ and diredls them to the one, and re- 
ftrains them from the other. That there is 
this Power or Principle of Confcience in our 
Minds, making us to approve of certain Qi^- 
lities and Adtions as good, and to condemn 
others as evil, by a fort of natural Prevention, 
antecedently to all reafoning about thofe Qua- 
lities and Adions, and all Appreheniions of 
Advantage or Difadvantage to ourfelves from 
|thcm, is a thing, which every one may be con* 

vinced 
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vinced of, from his inward Feeling and Ex- Serm# 
pcrience, and the Obfervations, that he makes !• 
upon the Condu6t of Mankind. The force ^'^^'^'^ \ 
of this Principle is greater or lefs in particular 
Pcrfons, according as the;^ have impxjved or 
impaired the ftrength of it, by hearkening to 
its Suggeftions and Admonitions, or by endea- 
vouring to ftifle and fupprefs them. When 
Men gladly follow the direftiohs of Confcience, 
and tsdte it for the guide of Life, it will be a very 
furc and efFeftual Principle of Piety and Vir- 
tue in them : but when they endeavour art- 
fully to miflead.it, and evade the Obligations, 
which it lays upon them ; when they obfti- 
nately refill and adt contrary to its Efforts and 
Conviftions, it comes in time to lofe much of 
its natural Pov/er and Influence upon them : 
And yet when it has been mofl: fupprcfled and 
borne down, it can never be utterly extinguifli- 
cd, but will always retain fome Power over 
Men. The very worfl: cannot entirely throw 
* oflf the Authority, or free themfefves from all 
the Reftraints of Confcience. For though it 
is not ftrong enough for recovering fuch Per- 
fons to a juft Senfe of their Duty, yet it will 
not fail to give them fome Checks and Inter- 
ruptions in their viciotars Purfuits, and prevent 
their running the utmoft lengths in Wicked- 
ncfs, to which Pafl[ions altogether loofe and 

un- 
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S £ R M. unreftrained might carry them . Bdidcs that 
!• there are times, in which this Principle, let 
Men do what they can to preirent it, will per- 
fe<aly revive and recover its full force in them; 
as when Adverfity has broken the force of 
their Paflions, and foftened their Minds, and 
brought them to a ierious and thoughtful 
State, Confcience will certainly aflert its Right* 
and aflume its proper Office in laying their 
Duty very plainly and fully before them, and 
in accufing and upbraiding them moft fevere- 
ly for the Iniquity and Wickedneis of their 
Lives. It is by this Faculty, that Men are 
moft properly a Law to tbemfehes. The 
Di(3ates of Confcience are the Rule of Right 
written in their Hearts, which, whether they 
will or no, they muft frequently attend to ; 
and which they cannot tranfgrefs, without un- 
dergoing a terrible Punifhmcntin the Anguifh, 
Remorfe, and Condemnation of their own 
Minds, which are Evils, that will movt or lefs 
purfue and torment them, till their Confcien- 
ces are appeafed and quieted by ilncere Repen- 
tance and Reformation. 

3. There are generous Inftinds implanted 
in the human Nature, which incline and lead ' 
Men to praftife the Duties, which they owe 
both to God and Man. That there are Pro- 
penfions or AfFedions in our Hearts^ determin- 

4 ing 
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mg us, prcvkmfly to all Views of Interefl:, and S e R M» 
often to all Refle<^on$ upon them, and to all I* 
P«ccption of moral Beauty and Goodnefs m^ 
them, to confult the Happinefs of Mankind^ 
and to do the Adlions, that w^ apprehend to 
be pleafing to the Supreme Being, is likewife 
a Matter, which we may be iatisfied is true, 
from our Experience and Knowledge of our- 
felves, and our Obfcrvations of the Anions of 
Men, a confiderable part of which cvkkntly 
flow fronithelc AfFedions, Indeed, thefe ge- 
nerous Propenfions are fo remarkable in many 
Inftances of natural Affe<9ion, Compaffion, 
Friend&ip, Gratitude, and Love of a Country, 
that they are readily difcerned and acknow- 
ledged by every pl^n common Man, who at- 
tends to the Motions of Nature, and is not 
prepolTefled with the Schemes of forae Philo- 
fophers, who pretending to a deep Knowledge 
of the Conftitution of Man, have attempted 
to explain away many of our moft obvious 
Defires and AfFeftions, and to refolve them, by 
(bme very fine and fubtle Trains of Argument, 
into Principles, with which they are not at all 
connedted. And tho' the Operation of thefe 
focial Difpofitions is not fo difcerniblc in Ca* 
fes, which do not fo nearly affed: us, yet they 
may be ftill perceived to have fome EfFedt in 
the moft diftant relations among Men. We 

ara 
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SsRM^are plainly formed with a Difpofition of Be- 
!• ncvolence to the whole Human Kind, which 
,VY^ g.^^ ^ ^ fympathisang Senfe of the Diftrefles 
and Miieries of tholbj to whom wp are no 
way united by;any particular Determinations 
of Nature, who are utter Strangers to us,^ 
whom we hear of at a great diftance, and 
confider only as Men, as Creatures endowed 
with the ibne Powers, and fufceptive of the 
fame Pleafures and Pains with ourfelves ; and 
which makes us to rejoice in the Proiperity 
- of any part of Mankind, and to wifli well to 
their g^eral Intereft, whenever we reflecS: 
upon fuch an Obje£t, and to be always ready 
to do whatever may be in our power to advance 
and fecure it Nay, our Benevolence is not 
confined to our own Species, but exerts itfelf 
in Defires at leaft of Happinefs to all Natures, 
that are capable of enjoying i^ ; and it extends 
more efpecially to the great Father and Gover- 
nour of the Univerfe, making us to take the 
utmoft delist in the Contemplation of his 
Perfeftions, anddifpofing us to do every thing, 
that is expreffive of our Refpeft and Gratitude 
to him, and that we know to be agreeable to 
him J particularly to concur in theMeafures, 
which he has laid down for promoting 
the uhiverfal Happinefs of the Creation, 
V^th which his own Happinefs feems very 

pro-- 
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probably to have a clofc Connexion. Thus S e r m* 
are Mankind formed for the pnuStice of I* 
Virtue, and led to their Duty by the kind In- ^^^'^'^ 
flinds and Affedions of Humanity. It muft 
be owned indeed^ that thefe AfFe&ions do not 
operate fteadily and regularly in the greateft 
part of Men, becaufe they negledt to cultivate 
and ftrengthen them, and fuffer themfelves 
to be mifled by their felfifh Paffions, which 
check and bear down their generous Incli- 
nations in many Inilances, where they ought 
to be exerted. It is however undeniable, 
that in the midft of all that Confufion in 
which the Paifions of Mankind at prefent 
appear to be, the benevolent Difpofitions of 
Nature have ufually a coniiderable Efficacy 
for engaging them to many Adts of Religion 
and Piety, and to a pretty pundhial Perfor- 
mance of the Duties required from them at 
leaft in the nearer Relations of Life. Thefe 
Difpofitions being efXehtial parts of our Confli-* 
tution, will of courfe have their turn among 
other natural Principles, in influencing the 
Conduit of Men, even when they are at no 
pains to cultivate them, when they have no 
fenfe of any great Worth ^d Goodnefs in 
them, and when they a6t by no Rule but that 
of gratifying every prevailing Inclination : And 
when Men are careful to improve and flreng- 
VoL. I. C then 
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SERM.thenthefe generous AfFedions, byrcfleding 
I. frequendy on the great Dignity and Excellence 
^■^^'^'^^ of them, and attending to the amiable Pcr- 
fcftions of God, and the good Qualities of 
Mankind j and when they make way for the 
Exercife of them, by acquiring a juft Know- 
ledge of their own Intereft, and the Interefl: 
of all other Beings to whom they are related, 
they will be the Springs of a fteady and uni- 
form Virtue in them, and engage them to the 
moft noble and worthy Actions. 

4. Laftly, There is a Principle of Self-love 
natural to Mankind, which, under the di- 
refiion of Reafon, likewife leads them to the 
pradice of Virtue and Religion. That a De- 
fire of our own Hap{Mnefs, is a ibrong inextin- 
guifhable Principle in our Nature, I need not 
attempt to prove : It is a thing of wJiich 
every one-has a lively Senfe and ConviiSion in 
himfelf. This Principle indeed in itfelf is 
but a blind Guide, and when it is not con- 
dud:ed by the fuperior Faculties of the Mind, 
inftead of engaging Men to their Duty, it is 
very often the caufe of their forfaking it : For 
a great, perhaps the greateft part of the Cor- 
ruption and Wickednefs of Mankind, ariies 
evidently from their Self-love exerted towards 
a wrong Objed:, or fomething in which they 
falfely imagine their Intereft to coniift. But 

when 
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when Reafon is called in to the Direiftion ofSEliM; 
this Principle ; when Men do not adl from it ^* 
till they have formed a true Opinion of their 
own Happinefs, and know the Value and Mo* 
ment of the feveral Objeds of their Defires for 
promoting it ; their t-elf-lovc will then co- 
operate with the notler Principles of their Na- 
ture, and lead them to the fame courfe o£ 
Life which their Confciences approve and re- 
commend, and which their benevolent Af- 
fections are defigned to engage them to* Fof 
whoever carefully confiders and compares to- 
gether the various Pleafures and Enjoyments 
that make up his Happinefs, muft certainly 
be convinced that the greateft and moft valu- 
able of them, are thofe which arife from the 
Exercife of Piety, Juftice, and Humanity j 
that from hence he receives a pure and un- 
mixed Joy, and which is withal fubftantial 
and folid, which does hot immediately vanilh, 
but is conftantly repeated and renewed by the 
Approbation of his own Mind upon every Re- 
view of his Condudl; which is greatly height- 
ned by the Congratulation, Efteem, and 
Friendfhip of the wifeft and beft of Men ) 
and which is like wife accompanied with many 
valuable external Advantages : Whereas the 
greateft Uneafinefs, the moft real and lafting 
Torment of Mind, together with Infamy and ' 
C a Dif- 
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Sb R m. Diflionour, and the lofs of Health and Fortune 
!• are moft ufually the Attendants of a contrary 
^^^^^^ Behaviour. So that the Duty and true In- 
tereft of Mankind are ftriiflly united even in 
this World : And if w^e look forw^ard to that 
future State, of which Reafon makes at leaft 
a very probable Difcovery, we muft certainly 
conclude from all the Notions that we can 
have of the Order of that State, that Virtue 
and Happinefs will be ftill more clofely and in- 
feparably conneded there, and that the one 
will be the conftant Attendant and Reward of 
the other ; while Vice will be the means of 
expofing Men to more grievous and intolerable 
Sufferings, than any they have ever here en- 
dured. Thus muft the Self-love of Men, if 
conduced by a juft view of their own Hap- 
pinefs, make them above all things defirous to 
improve in Piety and Virtue, and lead them 
to the fame pradice in Life, which the high- 
er and more noble Principles in their Minds di- 
red and prompt them to : And none but thofe 
who do not underftand, or do not attend to 
the things which conduce moft to their Wel- 
fare, can ever allow themfelves (o go on in a 
courfe of Vice, which is not more inconfiftent 
with the Duty which they owe to God, and 
the Intereft of Mankind, than it is with a 

rational 
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rational Love of themfdves, and their ownSERM. 
trueft Happincfs. !• 

Thefe are the principal Powers and Ad- 
vantages with which Mankind are univerfally 
fiirniihed, for attaining to the Knowledge and 
Pra<aice of their Duty 5 and in the ufe of thefe, 
together with fome particular Helps arifing 
from good Education and Inftrudion, from an 
Acquaintance with rational Schemes of Philo- 
fophy, and from wife Inftitutions of civil Po- 
lity ; and above all,from that divine Influence, 
which very probably extends in fome raeafure 
to all Perfons of honeft and good Minds ; 
ibme have aSually arrived at a great Height 
and PerfeSion in Virtue, and the greateft part 
of Men have ufually had fome Senfc of the 
main Principles of Religion, and have in fome 
degree performed the Duties of it. It is in- 
deed very certain, that the Generality of Man- 
kind do not make that good Ufe and Improve- 
ment of the noble Powers and Difpofitions of 
Nature which might be made of them ; they 
are far from exercifing their Reafon carefully 
for framing any thing like a juft and well-di- 
gefted Scheme of Religion, or for finding out 
the true Meafures of their Duty, and the 
Means of promoting their own'Happinefs, 
but are too apt to refign their Underftandings 
to thofc who have the Art of cnflaving them, 
C 3 and 
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S E R M. and to receive implicitly all current Opinions, 
I. however falfe and foolifli they may be ; they 
^'^ do not fteadily attend to the Judgment of 
Confcience concerning the Good or Evil of 
their Condud, nor aft regularly in Obedience 
to its Diredions, and in purfuance of the ho- 
neft and kind Propenfions of their Hearts, but 
areeafily carried into different Purfuits through 
the Influence of ungoverned Appetites and 
PaflSons : And from hence it is, that a great 
deal of Ignorance, Abfurdity, and Superftition, 
and withal a great deal of Wickednefs and Im- 
Uiorality abounds among them. But notwith- 
ftanding this, it is not perhaps poflible for Men 
to fink fo far into Ignorance and Barbarity, as 
to retain no Knowledge of Religion, and no 
regard to the praSice of it : The Evidences of 
the main Articles of Religion are fo clear and 
ftrong, that they fometimes fliine through all the 
Darknefs in which the Errors and Prejudices of 
Mankind involve them, and force themfelves 
into everyUnderftandingthatis at all capable of 
perceiving them ; and the Difpofitions from 
whence the Duties of it flow, are interwoven 
in our Make and Conftitution, fo that unlcfs 
Men put oflF their Nature, or divefl themfelves 
of their moft eflential Powers and Properties, 
there muft be always fomething of thepraftice 
of Piety and Virtue among them. The Prin- 
ciple 
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ciple of Confcience is itfclf fufficient to kcepS E R m. 
fbme fenfe of Religion alive in the Minds ^^^^^^L^ 
Men ; and in hdi this Principle, in conjunc- 
tion with their benevolent AfFedtions, engages 
the generality of them, in the midft of all 
their Corruptions, to many worthy and com- 
mendable Actions 5 indeed to a great many 
more, than thofe who are always full of me- 
lancholy Thoughts, and uneafy Sufpicions 
about the extreme depravation and wickednefs 
of the World, are apt to imagine. This is 
in a great meafure evident from the Confidera- 
tion of that Order, Tranquillity, and Hap- 
pinefs which fubfift in the feveral Communi- 
ties and various Relations of Mankind, which 
could never be maintained, in the degree in 
which they prevail, merely by external Force 
or the Fear of humian Punifliment, if there 
were not fome internal Principles in Men, 
which freely determined them to the Actions 
neceflary for the prefervation of them. 

I come now to make fome ufeful Reflecti- 
ons, which this Subject will naturally afford us. 

I. We may here take notice of the great 
and extenlive Goodnels of God to Mankind, 
in the Provifion which he has made, for their 
coming univerfally to the Knowledge and 
Practice of Religion, and the Enjoyment of 
that Happinefs which it is capable of afford- 
C 4 ing 
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Serm. ing them. There is indeed no part of the 
I. Conduct of God with refpect to Men, which 

^'^^^f'^ is not full of the Effects of his Goodnefs and 
Beneficence; thefe appear very remarkably in 
the whole Conftitution of our Nature, and in 
the various Difpenfations ofProvidence towards 
us, even in thofe relating to our Bodies and 
external Condition in this World : But the 
TOoft valuable Gifts of God to Men are thofe 
which he has bellowed upon their Souls, the 
excellent Powers with which he has endowed 
them, which can lead them to an eafy and 
quick Acquaintance with their Duty ; the 
Seeds and Difpofitions of Virtue which he has 
infufed into their Hearts, which by a proper 
care and cultivation will grow up into con- 
firmed Habits of all Goodnefs, and plentiful- 
ly yield them the Fruits of Joy and Peace, and 
which are always ftrong enough to produce 
fome good Effects, when moft neglected and 
fupprefled. Thefe are clear Indications of the 
fatherly Tendernefs and Love of God to Man- 
kind his Children and Off-fpring, and muft 
effectually free him from the injurious Impu- 
tation, which the Doctrine advanced by fome 
Pcrfons feems to fix upon him, as if he had 
devoted the far greater Part of Men to una- 
voidable Deftruction, and had therefore fhut 
them up in a State of invincible Ignorance and 

Corruption, 
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Corruption, from which they cannot recover Serm. 
themfclves, nor yet do any thing in it, that I- 
is pleafing to him, or proper for gaining his ^"■*"'^^**'^ 
Favour. This Notion is not only falfc, but 
impious, and highly derogatory from the Glo- 
ry of the great Creator, who is good to ally and 
ivhofe tender Mercies are over all bis Works^ 9. 
and who muft be fuppofed to be more cipc- 
cially concerned for bringing the rational and 
moral part of his Creation to that degree of 
Perfedion and Happinefs, for which by the 
frame of their Beings he has fitted and de- 
figned them } who may be juftly accounted, 
according totheCharafter whichSt. PW gives 
of him, the Saviour of allMen^ even of thoie 1 Tim.ir. 
to whom he has not thought fit to vouchfafe *^' 
any extraordinary Revelations, as he has poured 
fo much Light into their Minds, and afiForded 
them fo many advantages and helps for the 
practice of Virtue, as would be abundantly 
fufficient, if well improved, for bringing them 
to the end of Religion, which have actually 
enabled fome of them to make a great Pro- 
grefs in Goodnefs, and which always influence 
a great part of them to many worthy and good 
A6Kons, for which they will be proportionably 
favoured and rewarded by him. 

2. From what has been difcourfed, we may 
fee the neceflary and indifpenfable Obligation 

of 
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S E R M. of the Laws of natural Religion and Morality. 
I- Thefe have a deep and immoveable Founda- 
^"^'^^^^^^ tion in the nature of Man : Both the higher 
and lovver Principles in our Minds ; our lead- 
ing Faculties of Confcience and Reafon, and 
our Propenfions and AfFedions likewife dired: 
and determine us to obey them j and the Order 
of our Nature muft be reverfed, or the Frame 
of it muft bfe deftroyed, before thefe Laws 
can ceafe to be in force. The Authority of 
them does not depend upon our ow^n Will, 
nor upon any human Conftitutions, nor even 
upon the Declarations and Appointments of 
the Supreme Legiflator himfelf. For though 
thefe are the moft powerful and efFedual En- 
forcements of the natural Law, yet, they do 
not properly conftitute, or give being to it ; 
this Law fubiifts and has an authority of its 
'own, independently of the Divine Sandlions 
which confirm it, and would oblige Men to 
the feveral Duties which it required from 
• them, though there was no Power in the 
Univerfe to annex politive Rewards or Punish- 
ments to the Obfervance or Violation of it. 
So that the greateft degree oi Scepticifm^ and 
even abfolute jitkeifm^ if fuch a thing be pof- 
fible, is not fufficient to releafe Men from alj 
nioral Obligations, and to make their Minds 
entirely eafy in the negleft and violation of 
3 them : 
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them: For after they have broke thro' theStRM. 
ties which the Belief of i Deity lays upon \* 
them, there will ftill remain a Law in their ^^^^^"^^'^'^'^ 
own Minds, that will exadl from them the 
performance of at Ifcaft the focial and relative 
Puties of Life, and which will have force 
enough, even when left deftitute of the aids 
of Religion, to inflidl a fevere punifhment for 
the omiflion of them. And if the obligations 
of Morality would fubfift, notwithftanding 
fuch a monftrous Corruption ; much more 
will they fubfift, after the ihallow Pretences 
of fome Hypocrites and Enthufiafts, who have 
alledged that the Law of Nature has been 
diflblved by the Revelation of the Goipel, 
that the Grace of God by Jefus Chriji has 
abounded fo much towards Men, as to dif- 
charge them from all Covenants and Bonds> 
and to leave them at liberty to live juft as 
they pleafe : Befides that the diredl contrary 
of this muft be moft evident to every one 
that reads the Gofpel with any ferioufnefs and 
attention, the thing itfelf is not poflible, nor 
confiftent with the Perfedlions of God j and 
if we could fuppofe that Almighty God 
had declared to mankind, tho' in contradic- 
tion to his own nature, that they were relea- 
fed from all their natural Obligations, yet, 
while they retained their prefent Faculties and 

Difpofitions, 
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SERM.Difpofitions, they would find in h&. that the 
I. contrary was true ; that they were ftill natu- 
^^^ rally fubjedt to a Law, the Authority of which 
they would be forced to acknowledge, which 
clearly prefcribed their Duty to them, and 
bound it upon them by certain and heavy Pe- 
nalties. The Law of Nature therefore is invio- 
lable and irreverfible, not to be abolifhed or 
altered, fo long as human Nature remains un- 
altered, by any power in Heaven or in Earth 
to which an invariable Obedience is due from 
Mankind. 

3* From what has been faid, we may judge 
what is the true Ufe or End of Revelation, 
This is a point which feems to have been fome- 
timcs miftaken by fome Friends to the caufe 
of revealed Religion, who in .their great Zeal 
for railing the credit of the Chriflian Revela- 
tion, have not been contented with reprefcnt- 
ing is as a more certain and efFeftual means of 
improving Men in Religion, and advancing 
their true Perfedlion and Happinefs, than their 
mere natural Talents and Advantages are ; but 
have contended for it as a thing that was abfo- 
lutely wanted for giving them any juft notions 
of Religion, for fettling the rule of Life, and 
pointing out the obligations of Morality to 
them, and for engaging them to the pradlice 
of the feveral moral Duties and Virtues. If this 

Account 
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Account of the matter were true, I am afraid S er m. 
that inftead of doing fqrvice to the caufe of I- 
Chriftianity, it muft iffue in the total Sub- ^^^V^ 
verfion of it, as it would leave it no rational 
Foundation whereon to ftand, as it would 
take away thofe previous Notions and Prin-r 
ciples, which are neceflary to the fatisfying 
ourfelves of the Truth and Divine Original 
of any Revelation, This, however, is far 
from being a juft State of the cafe : It is 
plain that Men are formed with powers and 
capacities, both of fearching out and perform- 
ing their Duty, that by means of a connate 
Light, antecedently to the notices of Revela- 
tion, they can difcover all the main principles 
and obligations of Religion, and that they, 
have many inducements to obey the Laws of 
it in their natural Inftindts and AfFedtions, and 
that thefe always preferve fome degree both 
of the knowledge and pradlice ©f Religion 
among them. So that it is carrying the mat- 
ter too far, to fay that Revelation is fo necef- 
fary that without it Religion cannot at all fub- 
fift, that Mankind cannot, or do not in any 
fort know and worfhip God, and perform the 
Duties which they owe to one another. The 
Defign of Revelation is not to lay the firft 
foundations of Religion, nor yet to raife the 
principal parts of the Superftrudure ; but to 

remove 
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Serm. remove the rubbifli which the negligence and 
I. diforders of Men are apt to bring i>pon them, 
^ to give an additional , Strength and Security to 
the whole Fabrick, and to carry it on to per- 
fe<aion, fo as to render it of the greateft ufe 
and benefit to Mankind. Accordingly the 
Revelation of the Gofpel has contributed great- 
ly to the fuppprt and improvement of Reli- 
gion, and has given it vaftly more Force and 
Influence than it generally had before over 
Men ; as it has fet the great Truths and Prin- 
ciples of it in fuch a clear and ftrong Light, 
that they muft eafily difpel that Ignorance 
and Superftition which proceed from Men's 
Negleft and Abufe of their reafonable Powers, 
and make a lively Impreffion on the Minds of 
all who receive it j as it awakens the Attention 
of Men to thofe Duties which their Confcien- 
ces naturally approve and recommend, by en- 
joining them in the Name and by the Autho- 
rity of God, fufficiently declared by the Signs 
and Miracles that were wrought for the Con- . 
lirmation of the Gofpel; as it has propofed 
fome new and ftrong Motives, to the prafticeof 
Virtue, from the infinite Love of God, in the 
Incarnation of his Son, and the fending of his 
Spirit to be our Guide and Condudlor in the 
Paths of Goodnefs ; and as it has ftrengthned 
and improved the natural Obligations to Pie- 
ty 
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ty and Holinefs, particularly by giving us the Serm. 
fulleft Aflbrance of a future State, the fteady I- 
Belief of which is of the greateft confequence ^'^^^^*^*"^ 
in naany Circumflances of Life, and fufficient 
to make a Man adhere to Virtue in the worft 
Condition, to which it can be expofed in rhis 
World. Thefe are the chief Improvements 
which Religion has received from Revelation, 
and they are certainly very confiderable and 
important, and have rendered it a great deal 
more effeftual in making Mankind univerfally 
and uniformly virtuous, than without them it 
would have been : And therefore, as thePer- 
fedion of natural Religion, fo fat as its con- 
taining every thing that is neceilary for ac- 
quainting Men with their Duty, and enabling 
them to do it, is to be acknowledged and af- -^ 
ferted, fo likewife is the Ufefulnefs of Chri- 
ftianity, as a more fure and powerful Means 
of improving Men in Knowledge and Virtue, 
than any of the mere Advantages of Nature 
are : And none who wifely confider things, 
will ever conclude from the acknowfcdged 
Perfeftion of the natural Law, and the Suf- 
ficiency of the human Faculties, when well 
employed, for making Mankind wife and 
good, that the Chriftian Inftitutipn is vain and 
fuperfluous; fince through the Frailty and Im- 
potency of their Nature, Men are very apt to 

abufe 
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Serm. abufe their natural Powers, and to fall into 
!• both great Ignorance and Corruption, and in 

^^'^ Confequence of that, to (land in need of much 
Inftrudion, and many Awakenings and Aflift- 
ances to recover them to a juft and fteady fenfc 
and care of their Duty j which things Chrifti- 
anity is much better calculated to afford .them, 
than any Scheme of Philofophy, and than any 
other Inftitution whatfoever ; fo that it may- 
be juftly accounted the EfFedl of the tender 
Mercy and Love of God to Mankind, and 
one of the greateft Bleflings that could have 
been beftowed upon them. 

4. Laftly, we may obferve how much we 
Chriflians are concerned to live in the ftrifleft 
Exercifeof all Virtue. This is what we are 
obliged and prompted to by the ties and in- 
ftinfts of Nature, which are common to all 
Mankind, and which we are likewife excited 
to by the additional Force and Influence of 
Chriflianity : And if after all we neglect our 
Duty, and indulge ourfelves in Wickednefs, 
we are the moft unworthy and inexcufable 
of all Men. We may be juftly faid, in the 

t Tim. V. words of St. Paul^ to deny the Faith ^ and to 
be 'worfe than Infideh^ to ad: in diredt oppofi- 
tion to the whole Defign of the Chrlftian Re- 
ligion, which is in eflfed; to renounce it ; and 
not only fo, but to contradid the cleareft Prin- 
ciples 
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ciples of lihe Light and Law of Nature, which 6 £ R m. 
prevail aoaong the uhbelieving Gentiles^ and I- 
engage many of them to an obfervance of the -^^^^^^^^ 
Duties of natural Piety, Honcfty, and Hu- 
mani^. It may indeed be naturally expec^ 
ted of thofe who make Profeffion of the 
GoTpel, that they (hould go beyond the reft 
of the World in the Innocence and Purity of 
their Behaviour, in proportion to the fupe- 
rior Advantages which they have for leading 
holy and virtuous Lives ; that they fhould 
be, according to the Charadler vvhich our 
Saviour gives of his Difciples, the Light of 
the World, and the Salt of the Earth-, Per- 
fons who by an unblameable and exemplary 
Converfation inflxudt, purify and reform 
Mankind. But when, inftead of this, they 
live juft as carelefly as other Men ; when 
they do not diftinguifli themfelves from the 
Pro&i^rs of the moft falfe and corrupt Re- 
ligions, unlefs by exceeding them in Impiety 
and Vice 5 when they fall into Crimes, as they 
too often do, which are {hocking to human 
Nature, and which all the wife and honeft 
Heathens would abhor, this is furely a dread- 
fill Cafe, full both of the greateft Guilt and 
Danger. If our Saviour had not come into 
the World, we (hould have had no Sin in 
comparifon of what we have, when we con- 
VoL. I. D tinue 
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SERM.tinue impenitent and wicked, after the Light 
I* of his Gofpel has fhined among us, and we 

have enjoyed the peculiar Privileges of his 
John iii. Rcligiou : Now we can have no Qoakfor our 
*^' Sins^ and this will be our Condemnation^ that 

Light has come into the Worlds but we have 

hved Darknefs rather than Lights becauje 

vur Deeds are evil 
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SERMON II. 

The true Excellency of Men. 

» ■■ — ' ■■ ' > 

Prov. XIL 26* 

Tbe Righteous is more excellent than his 
Neighbour^ 

IT muft be evident to all who have made 
any juft Reflections on Human Nature, 
and what pailcs within themfelves, that 
Perceptions of Beauty, Worth, and Excel- 
lence, neceflarily arife in us upon the view 
of certain Qualities, Characters, and Actions; 
and that they have a very great Influence upon 
us, both in the Management of ourfelves, and 
our Behaviour towards others. The Power 
or Faculty by which we receive thefe Percep- 
tions would probably exert itfelf very uni- 
formly in all Perfons, and lead them to the 
fame Conclufions, if they were all equally 
unprejudiced, and careful to examine the Na- 
D 2 ture 
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SERM.ture and Confequences of things, before they 
II- formed their Opinion dl the goodnefe and 
^^^^^'^'^^ worth of Men and their Actions, But fbmc, 
through 4 long continuance in a courfe of 
Vice, beinjg very much prejudiced in it's fa- 
vour, are apt to glory in fome things as Or- 
naments and Excellencies, which all impartial 
Perfons can eafily fee to be very fliamcful and 
reproachfol to them : And others being very 
inattentive and negligent, and averfe to all 
Inquiries which would put diem to any pains, 
are eafily blinded with falfe Appearances, are 
ready to go into any prevailing Opinions, and 
to efteem fome Qualities which perhaps are 
but trifling in themielvcs, becaufe they make 
a dazling {how, or happen to be accounted 
fafhionable and genteel, the moft worthy and 
honourable, Accomplifhments that they caa 
he poffefled of, while thofc things which are 
the true Dignity and Perfection of their Na- 
ture arc too much overlooked and de^ifed 
by them. This may make it neceflary to 
confider wherein the real Merit and Excellence 
of Men confift, what the Qualities are which 
conftitute a good and generous Character, and 
principally claim our Efteem and Approbation, 
If we can fix a juft Notion of this matter 
in our Minds, it may certainly be of the 
greateft ufe, for the good Conduct of our 

• Lives, 
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Lives, and for fecuring to us the higheft andSER m. 
nobleft plcafurcs of which we are capable. 'I- 

Salomon has determined in the Text, where^ ^—^r-*^ 
in the trueft Excellence of Men confifts 5 tbt 
Itigbtems is more excellent than bis Neighbour^ 
that is, dian any other Perfon > io that, ac- 
cordhrg to him, Rigbteoufnefs is onr chief Per- 
fection, that which argues more worth in us, 
and gives a greater Beauty to our Characters, 
than all the other Accomplishments and Ad- 
vantages that we may be pofleffed of, can do. 

Now this is a very juft Determination, and 
for making it appear to be fo, I fliall, iirft, 
confider what is comprehended in Rightcout. 
nefs, and then (hew that the things included 
in it, are the moft amkble and excellent Qua- 
lities that can belong to us, and which moft 
cf all adorn and perfect our Nature^ 

For the firft Particular : Rigbteoufnefs here 
k to be taken iij the moft extenfive fenfe, as 
fignifying Religion and Virtue in general 5 and 
fo it comprehends the Exercife of all the 
good Difpofitions, and a Performance of all 
the Duties which are required from us, either 
by the Laws of Nature, or that Revelation 
which God has given us in his Word, as Re- 
verence, Love, Gratitude, Dependance, Sub- 
miilion, and Refignation towards God 5 Ju- 
ftice, Equity, Truth, Compaffion, Meeknefe^ 
D 3 and 
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S E R M. and Charity with refpcct to Men ; Sobriety and 
II. Moderation in the ufe of fenfitive pleafurcs„ 

^'^'^^^^ a ftrict command of our Appetites and Paf- 
fions, fo as never to do any thing for the gra- 
tification of them which would be injurious 
either to our Minds or Bodies, or which 
would be a Violation of any of the Rules of 
Piety, Juftice and Humanity. Thefe apd all 
Other religious and moral Duties are incplud^cl 
in the notion of Righteoufhefs^ and muft be 
pradlifed by us before we can be denominatecl 
Righteous Perfons. And we muil: not think 
it enough to pradife thefe Duties only on fome 
Occafions, and to have feveral good AfFedtions 
in our Minds, while any Paflions remain in 
us, which in any plain Inftances draw us in- 
to vice; but we muft be uniform and con- 
ftant in our Obedience to the Laws of God, 
and always endeavouring to render ourfelves 
more perfcdt in all Goodnefs. Nothing Icfs; 
will be fulEcient to procure us the Chara<3:er 
of religious and virtuous Perfons. A partial 
and incompleat performance of our Duty is 
far fi"om recommending us to God ; on the 
contrary, a wilful Pefedt in any part of it de- 
ftroys our religious CharadterinhisEftimation, 
involves us in an univerfal Guilt, and a viola- 
tion of the whole Law ; according to that 

japic ii. Declaration pf Stjamef, IVbofoever Jhall keep 

i°- the 
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the whole Law^ and yet offend in one Pointy S e R m. 
he is guilty of all. And tho* we have fet out ^^\ 
well, and have made fome progrefs in Virtue, ^^^^^^ 
yet if we afterwards become negligent and 
remiis in it, and fall into the Practice of wick- 
ednefs, all our former Goodnefs will profit 
us nothing. The Righteoufnefs of the Righteous ^'^^}:: 
Jhall not deliver him in the Day of his Tranf 12, 13. 
grejjuniy neither Jkall he be able to live in the 
Day that bejinneth. When I Jkall fay to the 
Righteous^ that be Jkall fur efy live^^ if be truji 
to his own Righteoufnefs^ and commit Iniquity^ 
all his Righteoufnefs Jhall not be remembredy 
but for his Iniquity that he bath commit ted^ he 
Jkall die for it. It had been better for not to 2 Pet. ii, 
kave known the wa^ vf Righteoufnefs^ than 
after we have kno^i^n //, to turn from the 
holy Commandment delivered unto us. We 
muft therefore have an univerlal re^eift to the 
Commandments of God, and continue 7?^^- 
faj{ and unmoveable in his Service, and always 
abound in it. Indeed it is not to be e:jfped:ed 
that we (hall be altogether free from Defed:s, 
while we continue in this prefent ftate of 
Frailty and Temptatipn ; there is fome mix- 
ture of Weaknefs and Folly in the Characters 
even of the heft of Men : But no evil Incli- 
nations muft ever be indulged by us \ the pre- 
vailing and habitual bent of our Minds muft 
P 4 bQ 
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S K R M. be to all Hplinefs ; we muft be daily ftriving 
II. againft the Infirmities which we find in our- 

^^^'^^'^^ felves, and ufe all proper Methods to get rid 
of them, and to arrive at as high a degree of 
Purity and Virtue, as the Conditio© and Cir- 
cumftances of our Nature will allow us to do» 
So much isnecefifary in order to our being ac- 
counted truly religious, and our acting up to 
thofemeafures ofRighteoufiiefs and Obedience, 
which are laid down to us in the Gofpel. 

Having given this account of what is com*- 
prehended in Right eoufnefs^ I ihali proceed to 
fhew, that the things included in it, are the 
moft amiable Qi^ities that can belong to us, 
and the greateft Accomplifhments and Per- 
fections of our Nature. 

Now of tlae truth of this we may be aflur- 
ed, by attending carefully to the ftate of our 
Minds, and the Sentiments and Aflfections 
which we feel, upon viewing our own Tem- 
pers, and the Difpofitions and Characters of 
others. It is plain, that we are made with a 
Power of furveying our own Nature, of re- 
fleeting upon our Hearts, and the feveral Prin- 
ciples, Paffions, and Affections which have 
any place in them : We can likewifc look in- 
to the Tempers of others, at Icaft we can form 
a probable Judgment of them,^ from the 
Knowledge which we have of our own, and 

n OUT 
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tor Obfervations on their outward actions and S e r m« 
Behaviour. And in taking a view of the II« 
frame of dur own Mind8,and thofe ofothers,we "-^v^ 
ah^ays find foniething that is beautiful and a-- 
greeable, and that gains our Efteem and Love» 
or fomething which is difagreeable, and which ^ 
raifes our Averfion, according as certain Qua- 
lities and Difpofitions prevail in them, or the 
contrary : Juft as in furveying the external 
Forms and Reprefentations of things, we have 
Ideas of Beauty or Deformity excited in u?, 
according as the fevcral parts of them are re- 
gularly arranged and proportioned, or otfaeFii' 
wife. This is fo certain and manifeft, that k 
is hardly in the power of the Men moft prcju* 
diced againft this Notion, to deily it. Now 
the Qualiiies and Affections which appear thus 
amiable to us, and command our Efteem and 
Approbation, are thofe which have been men- 
tioned, as included in the Character of a re* 
ligious and righteous Perfon ; fuch as Reve*- 
rence. Love, Gratitude, and Refignation to 
the Deity ; Juftice, Fidelity, Mercy, and 
Benevolence towards Mankind ; Temperance, 
or a fteady Government of all our private Ap- 
petites and Faffions. Each of thefe Qualities, 
confidered feparately, has a lovely Appearance, 
and when all of them meet together in any 
Perlbn, who has raifed and improved them in 

binifelf 
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S ER M. himfelf to a high degree, they form the moft 
11. truly worthy and excellent Charader, of which 
among Men we have any Conception. Let 
any one reprefent to his own Mind, a Perfon 
poiTefled of all thefe Qualities and Difpofitions; 
a Man, whofe Heart is full pf all devout and 
pious AfFeftions to the Supreme Being, who 
•has the grcateft Veneration of his Excellencies, 
a ftrong Love and Gratitude to him for h^s 
Mercies, and who from a lively fenfe of his 
Goodnefs, and of the Wifdom and Equity of 
■all his Laws and all his Determinations, is en- 
tirely obedient and fubmiflive to him ; a M^n 
who is fteadily and impartially juft, compaffi- 
onate, friendly, and kind in all his Dealing^s 
in the World \ who ftudics and endeavoprs to 
promote theuniverfal Happinefs of his Fellow- 
Creatures, fo far as it is in his power to do i^; 
a Man, who indulges no Defires in himfelf to 
the detriment of others, but who gratifies all 
his A ppetites and Inclinations within theBounds 
• of Sobriety and Modefty, and fo as to keep 
himfelf always in the fitt^ft Temper for dif- 
charging the Duties which he owes to God, 
and to Man. Let any one, I fay, reprefent 
this Charadler to himfelf, and let him atteur 
tively view and confider it, and he will im- 
mediately perceive a Veneration of it arifing 
in his Heart, that he cannot but admire and 

love 
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love it, and account it the chief Glory andSERM. 
Perfediion of Men to attain to it. "• 

I know indeed that fome, who by falfe 
Principles and evil Habits, have loft much of 
their natural Reliih of Virtue, will not be fo 
flronglyafFedled with the Beauties of this Cha- 
rafter, as thofe who have not corrupted them- 
felves are ; but if any fhould pretend that he 
is altogether indifferent towards it, and fees 
nothing of Excellence in it to recommend it 
to him, more than in the contrary, he might 
juftly be fufpe<Sed of Affcftation or Infince- 
rity. A fcnfe of moral Beauty and Excellence 
iji thofe Difpofitions and Adions, which arc 
cxpreffive of our Refpedt, Love and Gratitude 
to the Deity, and of our Juftice, Good- will, 
aqd Friendship to Mankind, is too deeply im- 
printe4 ov\ the human Nature to be ever 
wholly removed or fupprefled : Thofe who 
arc moft willing tp appear void qf it, do yet, 
in fpight of themfelves, difcover in many In- 
ftances th^t they have it ; efpecially with re- 
lation to the Condufl: of others, which is al- 
moft always admired and praifed by them, 
or diiapprovcd and condemned, according as it 
proceeds from Principles of fiety, Juftice, and 
Humanity, or the contrary. And even with 
reipedl to their own Behaviour, they appe^ 
fp be ip fonae meafure qnder its Influence . 

ther<? 
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SeRM. there being hzxdXy. any of them who will 
proceed to the Extremities of Wickednefs, 
'when they can obtain their Ends by lower 
degrees of it, or who would not chufe to ac- 
compliih their Defigns by the Methods of Ho- 
nefly and Generofity, rather than of Injufticc 
and Cruelty, if the fair and generous Methods 
were as efFe(ftual for their Purpofes as the o- 
thw. A plain Evidence that they feel fome- 
thing more of the Reality and Excellence of 
Virtue than they are willing to own, that 
this is more agreeable to their Nature, and 
more approved by their Confciences, tho* 
through the Violence of ungoverned Defires 
they are often forced to depart from it, than 
the contrary. 

There are others again, who through Care- 
lefTnefs and want of Attention, and a vaii> 
confufcd Imagination, do not very readily dif- 
cern the real worth and value of thofe Quali- 
ties which make up theCharadler of a righte- 
ous Man, but are apt to have a greater ef- 
tcem of fome Advantages and Abilities which 
Men may be poifefled of, without any (hare 
of Virtue or Righteoufnefs ; fuch as Binb^ 
Stations^ I'iiles^ Power, Fortune^ a beautiful 
Per/on^ fajhionable Drefs af:d Behaviour^ 
Wifdoniy IVit, Knowledge^ Learnings Courage^ 
and the like ; Thefc things have a glaring 

Appear^ 
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Appearance, and by the common vogue oFSerm* 
the World are fet at a high Price > and fo H. 
they hardly fail to fill the Imaginations of un- '~^'~^ 
thinking Men, and to draw them into an 
Opinion of the extraordinary Excellence and 
Dignity of thofe who poflefs them, and to 
make them overlook or defpife all others, in 
comparifon of thePerfons whom they fo much 
admire. But as it is only the want of Thought 
and Confideration which makes them judge 
thus, a little Reflection and Atteijtion will he 
fufficient to corredl their Miftakes. There is 
certainly none fo ftupid, as upon confidering 
ferioufly thcfe two Charafters ; the one inclu- 
ding true Piety, thorough Honefty and Inte- 
grity, fervent cxtenfive Charity, and unaffec- 
ted Modcfty aixi Sobriety, without any more 
external Advantages and natural Abilities than 
arc neceflary for a Man's ading a virtuous 
part 5 and the other comprehending as great 
degrees of all thefe Advantages and Abilities 
as can be conceived, but without t^ing made 
any way fubfervient to the Purpofes of Piety 
and Virtue ; there is none, I fay, fo ftupid, as 
upon comparing attentively thefe Charafters, 
not to give the preference to the former. Let 
thofe who are mofl: dlipokd to pay refpcA to 
%tf%. Power, Riches, Kncnvledge, Pene- 
tratitmj^ Refolution, and the like, make this 

Corn- 
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SERM.Comparifon fairly and deliberately, and they 
!!• will foon find fome Charms in Virtue, far 
fuperior to any that they can find in thofe 
Advantages ; that the Contemiplation of a ^Z- 
ous^ upright^ humane^ friendly^ and generous 
Temper, raifes a higher Approbation in them, 
andaffedls them with a nobler Joy than the 
contemplation of any other Qualities or Ad- 
vantages belonging to Men can do* Indeed 
the principal value of thofe Advantages Which 
Men arc poflefled of fi-om their outward Con- 
dition and Circumftances in the World, and 
the natural Powers and adventitious Orna- 
ments of their Minds and Bodies, is derived 
from their Subfcrviency to the ends of Pie- 
ty, Humanity, and Benevolence. An emi- 
nent Station in Life, Power, Wealth, Know- 
ledge, Sagacity, and Fortitude, are the means 
of undertaking and executing the moft heroick . 
and generous Defigns; thePerfons who pofiTefe 
them, have it in their power to contribute 
moft efFcdlually to the Honour of God, and 
the Happinefs of the World, and for this rca- 
fbn they may be juftly defired and valued by a 
wife and good Man, But if thefe Advanta- 
ges and Abilities be applied, not to the carry- 
ing on any pious, benevolent, and publickly 
ufeful Ends, but rather to the contrary ; they 
are fo far from recommending their Poflcflfors 

to 
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to 6ur Efteem, that they always make us de-SERM. 
fpife and hate them. Who can have the leaft ^ I- 
Veneration for a Man raifcd to the top of all '''^^^^^"^• 
worldly Grandeur, who does not improve . 
the Advantages which the Eminence of his 
Condition gives him for promoting the Glory 
of his Creator, and for leflening the Miferies, 
and increafing the Profperity and Welfare of 
his Fellow-Creatures j but who only ufes them 
for indulging in a folitary Luxury, and fecu- 
ring to himielf a Liberty of committing all 
Injuflice, Oppreffion and Cruelty with im- 
punity ? It is impoffible, if we refledl at all, 
that all the external Splendor of fuch a Man, 
can ever beget an Approbation of him in our 
Minds,. or even hide his Deformity from our 
Eyes, or that we can have any Sentiments and 
Diipofitions towards him, but thofe of Dread, 
Avcrfion, and Abhorrence. Who will refpeft 
Pcrfons for their Wifdom, Learning, Wit, 
Beauty, Strength, and Courage, when they 
are only wife for themfelves, or fkilful to do 
mifchief ? When their Learning is fpent about 
vain Amufements, and in making difcoveries 
of no importance to the world? When their 
Wit is emplt;iyed to give pain to their Compa- 
ny, or to abufe the Simplicity and Weaknefs 
of plain honeft Men, or to bring things truly 
Tenerable and facred into contempt ? When 

their 
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Se R M. their Beauty and Strength are the Occafioft of 
II- Pride, Infolence and Difdain of others in 
^"^"^^^^^^them ? And when their courage only enablcfi 
them to undertake and accompliih any pernio 
Clous Projeifts, which their own Wantonnefs, 
Luft, Avarice, or Anabition may prompt them 
to ? The Pofleffion of thefe Advantages and 
Powers, while they arc thus applied, will pro*- 
cure no Efteem to Men, from Peribns of the 
leaft Coniiderajdon, but will give Au:h a mean 
Opinion of them, and excite their lodigoa-^ 
tion againil them. Where £ucb AbiUties 
meet with a fijicer^ely honeft ai)d weU-difpo- 
fed Mind, and are made ufe of to promote 
the Deligns which it muft have in view, they 
will certainly raife and adorn a Man's Cha« 
rafter, and make it fhine with » peculiar 
Luflxe : And it is probaWy upon feme pre- 
fumption of a good Intention in the Appli- 
cation of them, that many are difpo&d to pay 
fo much Honour to them as th^ do ; for 
whenever they appear to be ufed with m 
pious, upright, orbenevolei)tfet€imion8, which, 
upon a little Refle6tion, we often fee is the 
Cafe, they immediately iink in our Efteem» 
' and we return, accordii^to the original fenfegf 
our Minds, to value Men only 19 proportion 
totheir Piety, Integrity, andHiunanity, wi^ich 
are things that (land in njsed of iH^^thwg tp re- 
commend 
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tommend them to us, but have ian imme-StRM* 
diate Goodnefs, and are lovely in themfelves, tl. 
jand which, vfhtn (bongly difplaycd in the ^"^'V^ 
Character of* any Man, force us to honour him 
gready, and to conclude that he is pollefled 
of the mofl glorious Ornaments and fextellen- 
des of the human Nature. 

It is thus that our Nature plainly deter-* 
mines us to judge of the true Worth and Ex-^ 
cellence of Mankind 5 and it is thus, we find^ 
that wife Men have always thought, and do 
think concerning thefe things. What was 
it that recommended the great Men among 
the Ancients to the Efleem and Love oi their 
Cotemj^oraries and Fellow-Citizehs, and 
ivhich has tranfmitted their Names with fo 
much Applaufe and Honour to Pofterity ? 
Not their Power, Riches, Wifdom, nor any 
other Talents and Advantages confidered in 
themfelves, but the moral Qiaalities of their 
Minds, which determined them to make the 
proper Ufe of theii* feveral Talents and Ad- 
Vantages ; their pioiis Difpoiitions towards the 
Divinity^ their Juftice, Friendfliip, and Be-^ 
Aevolence, their publick Spirit and ^al in 
promoting the Intereft of their Country, their 
Moderation and Contempt of* fuch Pleafures i 

as would have weakened their own Minds, ot 
have tended to the Prejudice of others. Thefe 

Vol. I. E . wert^ 
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SERM.were the things which made them the Fa- 
ll, vourites of all confidcrate Pcrfons, in the 

^^VNiJ times in which they lived, and have fecur- 
ed them an immortal Glory in all the fuc^ 
ceeding Ages of the World. What are the 
things that are obfcrved to engage the Efteem 
and Friendfhip of Men to fidtitious Charac- 
ters ? Nothing hot Honefty, Truth, Grati- 
tude, Kindnefs> Generofity, qnd the likej 
the moft advantageous Circumftances of For- 
tune without thefe, are never regarded by a 
Man of Refleiftion > but if thefe Qualities are 
reprefented to advantage in any Charafter^ 
none who attend to it can with- hold their 
Love and Approbation. And how do Men 
govern themfelves, when fbmetimes for their 
Amufement they fcMin imaginary Schemes for 
making themfelves great and confiderable in 
the World ? Do they not always in thefe En- 
tertainments of the Mind ftri<ftly obfcrve the 
Maxims of Truth, Equity, Gratitude, Friend- 
(hip, and Liberality, as the Means of arriving 
at their imagined Greatnefs, and never once 
think of rcndermg themfelves remarkable 
in any other way? A fair Prefumption, 
that in the moft free and unprejudiced 
Judgment of their Minds, they are fatisficd 
that thefe Virtues are their trueft Honour, 

and 
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txA the higheft Dignity and Advancement ots e k M; 
their Nature. IL 

And it is thiis indeed, that (3od himfelfi ^^^'^ 
ivhofe Judgment is alwiys according to Truths 
judges of the Excellence of Meni and has di- 
reded us to judge of it alfd* TCbusfditb tbejcr. ix. 
Lor J, Let not the wifi Man glory in bis Jf^f- *^' ^^' 
dom^ neitber let the mighty Man glory in his 
Mighty let not the rich Man glory in his Riches ; 
but let him that gldrieib^ glory in this^ that 
be underjlandetb and knowetb me^ tha t 
am the Lord^ who exeTcife LbvingMndneJi^ 
Judgment i and Righteoufnefs in the Earth ; 
for in thefe things 1 delight i faith ibe Lord. 
He bath Jhewed tbeCi O Mdn^ kvhat is goodi Mlcai ili 
what is morally good^ whdt ifi amiable and ^' 
excellent^ and what doth the Lord require of 
thee, hit to dbjuftty^ and to k^e Mercy ^ and 
to walk humbly with thy God. He has repre- 
fented his finoral Attributes ^s the great Beau* 
ties and Excellencies of his own Nattire : Thus* 
when he made a Difcovery cf his Glory to 
^ MofeSy it Was by making bis gobdnefs tb pafs ^xoi. 
before bim^ and proclaiming hiihfelf /i&^ ior^^^i". i9*' 
Gody merciful and gracious ^ ^^^g^f^ff^^i^gyS, 7, *'' 
and abundant in Goodnefs and Truths keeping 
Mercy for Ihoufands, forgiving Iniquity y and 
7ranfgreJJion and Sin^ and that will by no 
means clear the Guilty: And our Saviour 
£ 2 teaches 
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Se R M. teaches us, that we are poflciTed of the greats 
11. eft Excellence, when we bear a refemblance of 

^•^"^'^^ God in thefe amiable Attributes ; that we 
fhew ourfelvcs to be his true Children j and arc 

Matth. y.perfeB even as be isperfeSi^ by being kind and 

4S» 48. beneficent to all Men, in imitation of his 
difFufive and unlimited Goodncfs, St. Paul 

iCor.xiii.hkewife fpeaks of Charity y which, in its large 

"' *> 3- Senfe, comprehends all morally good QjKdi- 
ties, as the higheftPcrfedion of Mankind, nay, 
as the only thing which can give any real 
Worth to them, without which the greateft 
degrees of Faith and Knowledge^ the moft 
miraculous Gifts and Endowments, and the 
moft fplendid outward Performances will 
fignify nothing. And in general, wherever 
the Scripture takes notice of thofe things which 
are the true Excellencies and Ornaments of 
Men, it always inftances in fome morally good 
Qualities and difpofitions, as Sincerity^ Juf- 
tice^ Meeknefsy and Modejiy : Thefe are the 
things which the facred Writers reprefent to 
vs as moft truly lovely, and of good Report^ 
which give a folid worth and value to thofe 
who poflefs them, and will not fail to procure 
them the Acceptance and Favour of God, and 
the Approbation and Love of the wifer and 
better part of Mankind. 

Thus, I hope, it is fufficiently plain, tliat 

Solomon 
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Solomon has juftly aflerted, that the Righteous Szjl m. 
is the moft excellent of all Men ; that the ^I- 
good Qualities which he is pofleiled of make ^^^ 
liis C^zx?i&trvnovt lovely and bonourabky than 
the Charadler of any other Perfon can be. It 
muft however be obferved, that the having 
ibme of thefe Qualities, while we are defec- 
tive in others, and while thofe which we 
have, are overballanced by evil Difpofitions, 
is not enough to render our Characters upon 
the whole amiable or excellent, or to intitle 
us to any laige Share of the Approbation of 
Men. Every good Difpofition indeed, every 
Inftance of Piety, Juftice, Gratitude, Friend- 
ihip, and Benevolence, has fome Degree of 
Beauty in it, is approved by our Confciences, 
and leiiens the Odioufnefs and Deformity of 
evil Charadlers ; but when thefe good Difpo- 
fitions are only accidentally exerted, and do 
not habitually prevail in the Mind ; when in 
the Struggles which happen between them 
and vicious AfFedions, they are always or for 
the moft part overcome, they cannot make us 
much admire the Man who has them, or ac- 
count him, upon confidering his entire Cha- 
racter, a Perfon of Worth and Excellence. 
As a Man is reputed Religious;^ not for per^ 
forming only fome parts of his Duty, but for 
rendering a fincere, univerfal, and fteady Obe- 
E 3 diencc 
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3 £ R M. dience to the Laws of God ; fo likewife is ha 
11- to be accounted morally Excellent^ not for 

^^^^*^^^*^ having only fome amiable AfFedions, an4 
excrciiing tjiem only on fome Occafions, but 
for poflefl^ng all the amiable AfFe£tions that 
he can raife in himielf, and acting habitually 
(gtnd uniformly under the Influence of jthem* 
And when 4 Man is pofTeiled of all the mo-' 
rally good Qualities and Pifpofition$ that he 
can have^ and is always cherifhing, ^ftreng-f 
^ thening, and improving them, and makes then) 

the adhiating Principles of his Life j he then 
indeed appearsin the moft advantageous Light ; 
we cannot but highly reverence him^ an4 
^fteem his Character as perfect as it qui be 
made in this world. 

I (hall now make fome ufeful Obfervgtions 
^d Reflections upon this Subject. 

I. We may obferve the Wifdom and 
Goodnefs of God, in adapting his Laws to our 
Nature, or in requiring thpfe things froni 
Vis as thp inftances of our Duty, whic:h by 
their own intrinfick Worth and Excellence 
approve and recommend themfelvcs to ou^^ 
Confciences. This Conduct is every way 
woithy of the alUwife and merciful Creato^^ 
and Father pf Mankind, and an Argument 
that he fincerely defigns our Happinef?. 
If he took any pleafure in vexing apd tor- 
menting 
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menting us, it would have been an eafy matter S c r m» 
to him to have required from us, under H* 
fome fevcre Penalties, the Performance of fuch ^'^"'^^^^ 
things, as would have been entirely difagree- 
able to our Nature, and which we could not 
have thought of but with Contempt and 
Averiion: But this he has not done. How* 
ever the Religions invented by Men, have of- 
ten impofed fuch Practices on their Profeflbrs, 
as a wife and good Man cannot but defpife or 
abhor ; the true Religion, of which God is 
the Author, is'clear of this Imputation. The 
principal thmgs prefcribed by it, jfhine with 
tjieir own native Charms, and muft, fo long 
as we continue the Creatures that we are, be 
held m perpetual Veneration by us : Though 
they had never been enjoined by the Autho- 
rity of a LegiHator, with power to reward 
or punifh us, according to our Obedience or 
Difobedience ; yet in purfuance of the Die* 
tates of our own Minds, and from our in- 
ward Senfe and Perception of the Amiablenefs 
and Goodnefs of them, we could not but have 
efteemed and loved them. This is manifeftly 
true with refpeft to the Duties of Reverence, 
Gratitude, l/ove, and Submiffion to God ^ Ju« 
^ce, Faithfukefs, Companion, and Kind* 
nefe towards Mankind ; and 5obriety or Mo- 
deration in the' Government of ourfelves; # 
E 4 which 
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S E R M. which always have been, and wfll be the 
11- Subftance of all true Religion. And if befide 

'^""^^^^^^^'^ thcfe Duties, there are fome things, in their 
own nature, and antecedently to their being 
pofitively commanded, indifferent^ required 
even under the laft and moft perfeft Difpen- 
fation of Religion contained in the Gofpel ^ 
yet thefe pofitive Duties arc fo few and fim- 
ple, fo remote from every thing that can be 
called Superftition, and have fuich a plain 
Tendency to keep up in our Minds a lively 
Senfe of the Obligations we are under to 
pradife all Virtue, and to fix our Attention 
on thofe Objects which are mofl proper to in^ 
fpire us with generous Sentiments and AfFec-* 
tions, that it may well be thought, that a fiur 
and ingenuous Man will never complain of 
them, but will rather acknowledge them to 
be prudent and gracious Condefcenfions to 
the Infirmities of Men, and think himfelf 
very much obliged to God for appointing 
them. 

2. It may be here remarked for the comfort 
of Perfons in the meancft condition of Life, 
that even they are capable of partaking of the 
moft real Merit and Excellence. For the Ex- 
cellency of Men confiiling in morally good 
Qualities and Difpoiitipns of Mind, which are 
in 5V^ one's power, it is plain thatno external 

CirQwmftanc?5i 
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Circumftances can hinder any from pofleiSng S b r m. 
it. Thofe indeed who labour under Poverty H. 
and other outward Disadvantages, will not be ^"^^"^^^ 
able to make their Merit fo univer&lly con- 
i|>ipuouSy and to attradt the Admiration and 
Love of fo great numbers, as others in a 
more profperous Condition may do : But if 
they be careful to cultivate and improve all 
pious, upright, and friendly Affections in their 
Hearts, and to do all the good which their 
Station in the World will admit of, by fetting 
an Example of Cbntentment, Patience, and 
chearful Submiffion to the Appointments of 
Providence ; by providing for their Families in 
the way of Honcfty and Induftry, by giving 
prudent and £uthful Counfels and Reproofs, 
and by relieving and ailifting the diftreiTed fo 
fer as their imall Ability will go ; they muft 
appear as truly amiable, in the Judgment' of 
Cod, and all Perfons of a true Difcernment, 
in their low Sphere, as thofe who are exalted 
to the moft eminent Stations in Life, who, 
tho' they may do more for the Honour of 
God and the Happinefs of Mankmd, than 
the Perfons in a depreilbd Condition can do, 
yet perhaps do not exceed them in thofe noble 
Difpofitions of Soul, £ix)m whence their Ads 
of Piety, Humanity, and Beneficence pro- 
c^^df Now thi$ mav be matter of the moft 

delightful 
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Serm. delightful Reflexion to many Men of honcf); 
H^ and generous Hearts^ who are fometimes apt 

^^^^^'^^"^ to grow uneaiy, and to be dlicouraged under 
the negled gnd contempt of the inconfide- 
rate part of the World: To think, that 
notwithilanding the Lownefs of their Condi* 
tion, and the mean Figure they make in the 
eyes of thoi^htlefs and undiftinguifhing Men» 
they are pofleiled of thoie Qualities, which 
are the trueft Honour and Dignity of the 
human Nature, and which muft intitle them 
to the Efteem and Favour of their Creator 
and all the moft valuable part of their own 
Species, may certainly admini(ler the moft 
fincere Coniblation and Joy to them, and make 
them nobly bear up under all the Difficulties 
of an obfcure or ad verfe Fortune, which with- 
out fuch a Support would perhaps be enough 
to opprefs them* 

3. We may learn from what has been dif- 
courfed, to diftinguifh between Men, and to 
exprcfs our Efteem and Friendfhip for every 
one as he dcferves. It is a great Evil, which 
has been long complained of by Perfons of 
generous Minds, that Men of the greateft 
Worth are very much difregarded in the 
World, while others are honoured, courted 
and applauded, only becaufe they happen to 
be raifed above them by their Defcent, Ri- 
ches, 
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phes. Power, Titles, Wit, and fuch like things, 8 e R m* 
whicht tho' they make a glittering Show, yet H. 
are no tokens of real Merit, nor lay a juft 
Foundation for Honour and Regard at all. 
This \yay of diibibutingour Bfleem and Fa- 
vour is very unjuft to the Virtuous, as it de- 
prives tbem of part of that Reward which 
ch^ nuy fairly clain) and exped:, and has a 
tendency to create in unwary Minds Sufpi^ 
pions of the ExcelleTOe of Virtue, and to 
piakc them grow weary of the Praftice of it ; ' 
beiides that it has a moft unhappy Influence 
upon ourielveS) as it fpoils our T^e for Inte^ 
grity. Truth, Juftice, Goodnefs, and other 
lovely and excellent Qualities, and fixes our 
Admiration on things that have no true worth 
to recommend them, which will not fail iq 
take i|S very much piFfrom all noble and man- 
ly Purfuits, and tp make way for great mean- 
ncfs and corruption of Mind. We ihould 
take care therefore, to value Men accord-^ 
ing to their true Merit, ^nd not fufFer our- 
felyes to be carried away witli any common 
Prejudices, and wrong Appearances in the 
Judgments which we form of them, and in 
the Expreffions of our Efteem and Good- will 
to theni, Thofe who are poflefled of Piety, 
Juftice, Humanity, and all other morally 
good (^lities, a^nd who are always improving 
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S £ R M. them in themfelves,^ and exerting them in an^ 
"• uniform Courfe of all virtuous A<9dons, arc 
certainly the moft amiable of all Men ; they 
are indeed the Glory of the human Nature, 
and may make ut think well and boaft of 
our Species^ as they prove undeniably that by a 
prudent and careful Management of ourfelves, 
we may avoid thofe Corruptions which are fo 
common in the World, and make great Im- 
provements in whatever is worthy, good, and 
• honourable* Such Perfons cannot but be the 
Darlings of wife and generous Men, and have 
^ right to be principally efteemed and loved by 
all Men : Indeed nothing but Ignorance or 
Inattention, or fome Comiption of Heart, can 
prevent their receiving the greateft and mofl; 
general Refpcd: and Honour, If we judge, 
truly, and aft a^ our Confcicnces naturally fug- 
geft and dictate to us, we (hall account them 
the moft excellent Perfojis upon Earth, and 
(ake the utmoft pleafure in giving them our 
Countenance and Friendihip : We fliall pre- 
fer them to all others on account of their fupe* 
riour Merit, and regard thqfe who come after 
them in Goodnefs, in proportion to die ami- 
able Qualities which they poflcfs ; while the 
Men who have nothing or but very little that 
is excellent in them, will be difiegarded and 
defpifed by us, This is the Temper which is 

always 
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jsdways formed in us from an impartial View Serm, 
of the real Charadters of Men, and our gi- H* 
ving way to thofehoncft and generous Paf- ^"^^^"^^ 
fions which fuch a view excites. There are 
indeed ibme external Marks of Diftindion and 
Reipe£t to^ be given to Men in publick Stations^ 
and a common Complaifance and Civility to 
be exprefled to all with whom we have any 
Intercourfe, whatever their moral CharaAers 
maybe; thefe things are neceflary for the 
Order and Peace of Society, and the happy 
Management of the conunon Affairs of Life. 
And there are great Condefcenfions to be made 
to fome PerfonSy whofe Charaders may hi 
feveral refpe&s be very difag^eeable to us, fo 
\on% as we have any profped by this means of 
amending them ; we muft not be fo fevere 
on the infirmities and faults of Men/ as ab- 
folutely to defpife them, and caft off all Con* 
cern for them, while diey retain fb much Sin* 
cerity and Goodnefs of Temper, as to be wil- 
ling to hearken to wife Counfels and Admo- 
nitions ; but in this cafe we mufl ufe them ten- 
derly and go^tly, and take all the prudent 
Methods that we can for delivering them from 
their Follies and Vices, and bringing them to 
ajuft fenfe of Religion and Virtue. This is 
a very proper Expreffion of our Humanity to- 
wards them J an Inftance of our Concern 

for 
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Se R M. for t^e flonour of God and of Rei^ofi ; and 
n. what the Example c^our Saviour, who con- 
^'^'^^'^verfed vtty freely and familiarly with Per- 
fbns but of indifferent Charaders for their 
Good, fircmgly recommends to us^ But 
to go beyond the , ordinary Meafures of* 
Decency and Civility in our Behartour to 
Men of bad Characters, whom' we can ne* 
ver hope to reclaim } to give fpecial Marks 
* of our Efleem and Favour to Perfons, who 
are really a Difgrace to Hbmanity, and the 
juftefl Objedb of our Indignation and Con- 
tempt, becauie they move in a higher Sphere 
than the common Rank of Men, when, per- 
haps, at the fame time, we negled, or dt 
beft behold with Indi^rence, Men of true 
worth in a humbler Station ; to a£t thus, I 
fay, difcovers a moil bafe and abjedt Sj^it ; 
is inconfiflent with that noble iZeal fo^ the 
Caufe of Virtue, which fhould pofiefs the 
ftreail of every good Man ; and is attended 
with very pernicious Confequences. 

4. From what has been faid, there aiifes a 
ftrong Motive and Encouragement to the prac* 
tice of Virtue. For muft it not exceedingly 
recommend it to us, to confider that it is our 
great Glory and Excellency, the thing which 
exalts and dignifies our Nature, and renders us 
moil truly amiable and honourable in the 0« 

piniod 
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pinion of all wife and diiinterefted Obfervers ? StitM* 
Certainly, tho' we had no Prolpea of fuch ad- H. 
vantageous Confequences from Virtue, ^ real- ^^^^^ 
ly flow fix>m it, yet if we had any greatnefs 
and generofity of Mind in us, if we had any 
Reverence for ourfelves and the dignity of our 
Beings^ if we retained a fenie of what is de- 
cent and becoming us, we would always love 
and pra£tife it« This is not to be called an en- 
thuiia^ftick Rant ; I doubt not but that every 
honeft Mind, that is at pains to refled upon 
itfelf^ may have a very lively Perception of 
the truth of it. But the natui^ Excellence of 
Virtue is not the only thing which recom- 
mends it to US; for befides this, it is the 
means of afibrding us the trueft Pleafure from 
the Approbation of our own Hearts, and the 
Efteem and Love of others. This, which is 
the moft valuable infrance of Ifeppinefs, and 
the greateft Comfort that a Man can have 
under any Misfortunes that he may meet with 
in Life, will furely be obtained by a courfe of 
fincere Piety and Goodnefs. If we be really 
poflefled of pious, upright, and benevolent 
Difpofitions, and live under the Influence of 
them, we cannot but perceive it ; " and the 
Confcioufnefs of this mufl: be moft delightful • 
We fhall refleft upon our own Worth with a 
peculiar Satisfadion, and receive a Joy from it, 

which 
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Sbrm. which Will mod intimately afied: us, an4 
n. which no external Accidents can ever deprive 
*^^^^ us of, but will, fb long as we preferve a vir^ 
tuous Temper, conftantly abide with us. This 
Joy will be increafed by the Applauie and 
Friendship of wife and good Men ; thefe, 
whofe Judgment alone in this world is to be 
valued, will always approve and praife our 
Conduct, and be ready, as they have Oppor- 
tunity, to contribute to our Eafe and Content- 
jnent. And our Happinefs will be rendered 
moft compleat from our hope of the Appro- 
bation of that great Being, who is 'incompa- 
rably the beft Judge of the true merit of Men, 
and on whom we entirely depend for our Ex- 
igence and all our Enjoyments. From all the 
Notions which we can rationally have of the 
PfiJm xl. D^^Vjf, We muft conclude, that He lovetb 
^' Rigbteoufnefs^ and mth pleafure beholdetb 

the Upright j and that the time is coming, 
when he will make a full Difcovery of his 
Sentiments of Men, and when, if we be fin- 
cerely virtuous, we fhall have the mod vigo- 
rous fenfe of his Approbation, and receive the 
highcft marks of Honour and Favour from 
j^atth. him : when we Jlmll jhine forth as the Sun in 
»"• 43- the Kingdom of our Father^ and appear, even to 
thofe who may now defpife and reproach us, 
to be the moft excellent and happy of all Men. 

If 
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If then we would obtain the noble Pleafures of S e r m. 
Self-approbation, if we would have the Tefti'- H- 
mony of our Confciences for a conftant Rejoin ^-•^r-^ 
cing to us, and if we would procure oOrfelves 
Efteem from God and good Men, let us be 
careful to praftice all Virtue and Goodnefs. 
By no other means can we fecure lafting Peace 
in our own Breafts, and obtain Honour from 
thofe whofe good Opinion only is to be re-, 
garded* It is very poffible indeed, that 
through habitual Thoughtleflhefs, and that 
great Corruption whichacourfeof Wickedncfs 
alwajrs produces in the Heart, we may not rea^ 
dily difcem the bafencfs and deformity of Vice 
in many Inftances^ but may come to think 
well of it, and to pradlife it under the Ap- 
pearance of Innocence and Virtue j and the 
Perfons who are as inattentive, and as much 
corrupted as we are, may be ready to defend and 
applaud us. But we can never be fure of being 
long at eafe, while we continue in this Con- 
dition ; for whenever we are brought to confi- 
deration, which the Adverfities that befal us 
in the World may often bring us f o, all our 
Peace will vanifh : We (hall then fee ourfelves 
in a true light, and not be able to bear the 
Review without the bittereft Anguifli and 
Self-condemnation. The Applaufe and Com- 
mendation of our Aflbciatcs in Wickednefs 
Vol. I. F will 
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S E R M. will then be of no ufe, becaufe we fhall know^ 
IL that they are not well founded ; but the Dif- 

VO /^approbation of wife and good Men, will add 
much to our Uneafinefs: And our Cafe will be 
ipade ftill more deplorable by our Apprehen- 
fions of the Judgment of God, from whom 
we can expedt nothing, except we repent and 
reform ourfelvcs, but that he fliould banifh us 
from his Prefence, and expofe us to that 
Shame, Contempt, and Mifery, which are the 
natural and juft Confequences of our Impiety 
and Wickednefs. It is therefore only by the 
practice of Virtue, that we can attain to true 
Honour and Felicity. Let it be our Bufincfs 
then above all things, to raife and ftrengthen 
all good Difpofitions in ourfelves: Let us al- 
ways look on thefe as of the greateft impor- 
tance, and value other things only as they give 
us an opportunity .of exerting more effedual- 
ly our pious, benevolent, and generous Affec- 
tions : Let thofe who have any extraordinary 
Advantages from their Station and Condition 
in the World, or from the natural or acquired 
Abilities of their Minds or Bodies, never think 
highly of themfelves, purely becaufe they pof- 
fefs them J for this they may do without par- 
taking of any real Worth ; but let them pru- 
, dently apply fuch Advantages to thepromoting 
of the Defigns of Piety and Humanity, which 

2 will 
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vrill make them turn both to their Glory and S e r m* 
SatisfaSion : And let every one of us endea- ^I* 
vour to incrcafe continually an goodnefs, by 
all the means we have of doing it, particular- 
ly by offering our Prayers to the God of all 
Mercy and Grace, to aflift us in improving 
ourfelves in Righteoufnefe; that fo we may ar- 
rive at that Excellency and Dignity, that Ho- 
nour and Happinefs of Nature which he has 
made us capable of enjoying. 



F 2 SERMON 
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SERMON III. 

The Weightier Matters of Religion. 

tf II* I ■■ ■ I ■! — —^ ■ I ■■ *■ 

Matth. XXill. 23. 

Wo unto you Scribes and Pbarifees^ Hypocrites 'y 
for ye pay Tithe of Mint y and Anifsy and 
Cumminy and have omitted the weightier 
matters of the LaWy judgment y Mercy and 
Faith : Thefe ought ye to have doney and 
not to leave the other undone. 

Luke XI. 42, 

But wo unto you Pbari/ees] for ye tithe Mint 
and Riie^ and all manner of HerbSy and 
pafs over Judgment and the Love of God : 
^hefe ought ye to have doney and not to leave 
the other undone. 

IN thefe two Paflagcsour Saviour cenfures 
the Scribes and PharifeeSy for their vile 
Hypocrify, inexpreffing the greateft Zeal 

for the ritual Obfervances of their Law, v^hil^ 

they 
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tbey fhamefiilly ncgle(5led and made no ac-S£RM. 
count of /the principal and mofl: important ^I* 
Puties of it s in being fupcrftitioufly nice and 
fcrapulous about the titbmgof fome inconfir 
derable Herb^, while they had no regard 
to Juflicc and Equity, Mercy and Charity^ 
Faithfulnefs and Truth, and a Reverence and 
I^ove of God, which Duties contain the Sub- 
ilance of all Religion, and are by far the moft 
amiable ^nd neceflary parts of it : Whereas^ 
on the other hand, though thoie fmaller mat- 
ters which they were fo zealous about, were 
not altogether to bedifregarded, yet thefegr^t 
and important Duties ought certainly to have 
been the Objeds of their firft and chief Care: 
The Warmth and Indignation with which 
our Lord reproves the Pbarijees for this per-: 
veriion of Religion, may convince us, that it 
is of great confequence to underfland the na- 
ture and value of the feveral religious Duties 
which we perform, and to proportion ou^ 
Zeal for them, according to their real Impor- 
tance. 

In difcourfing on this Subjed:, I ihall pror 
ceed in the following Method. 

I. I fhall explain the feveral Virtues, which 
our Saviour here inilances in, as the principal 
and moft importvit Duties of Religion. 

F3 H. 
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70 7be Weightier Matters of Religltm^ 

Se R M. II. I fhall (hew that thefe Virtues are in- 
III. deed the principal and moft important parts of 
Religion, and which, above all other things 
in it, deferve our Pains and Care. 

Laftly, I {hall make fome ufcful Reflecti- 
ons upon the whole. 

Firfl, I fhall explain the feveral Virtues 
which our Saviour here mentions asthe prin- 
cipal and moft important Duties of Religion. 
And this I fhall do as plainly and briefly as I 
can. The firft Virtue which our Saviour 
fpeaks of is, Judgment or Jujlice. This, as 
it is a Virtue to be pradtifed by Men in a 
private Capacity, in which view only I fhall 
here confider it, is a Difpofition to abftain from 
all invafion of the Properties and Rights of 
others, and to render to them all the things 
which they can demand as their own. There 
are fome things which allPerfons obtain aPro- 
perty in from the bounty of Nature, fuch as 
their Life, Health, and Liberty ; and there 
are other things which they acquire a Right 
to by their own Labour and Induftry, or by 
fair Compa<a, by legal Conftitution, or the 
voluntary Donation of othcrs,as Riches, Lands, 
and by far the greateft part of the Poffeffions 
which they have in the World. The Prefer- 
vation of their Rights and Titles to the things 

which 
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which are thus acquired by them, is the firm- S f r au 
eft Bond of human Society, withoiit which it JJ^* 
would be impofiible for Men with any com- ^'^'V^^ 
fort to fubfift together. It is therefore nccef- 
fary that all be allowed to enjoy, ufe, and dif- 
pofe of things which are their own : And in 
allowing them to do fo, without ufurping 
their Property, or detaining any part of it from 
them, the virtue of Juftice confifts. Contrary 
to which, is the taking away the Life of any 
Man at pleafure, or when he has done nothing 
to forfeit it j the wounding or maiming of 
his Body ; the depriving him of his Liberty ; 
the blemifliing his Reputation; thediihonour- 
ing his Bed ; the robbing or flcaling from him 
any part of his Eftate ; the deceiving him in 
matters of Commerce, and in Compads; and 
the retaining Iiis Debts beyond the time of 
Payment. All thefe pracStices are violations of 
the Properties and Rights of others, and if we 
would ad a juft and equitable part, we muft 
carefully avoid them; or, if wc be ft:nfible that 
we have offended in any of thefe Particulars, 
we muft, to the utmoft of our power, make a 
Reparation of the Injuries uhich we \\zvq. 
done to our Neighbours ; for till wc do this, 
their Rights are violated, and our Injuflice to 
theiji is ftill continued by U3. 

The next Virtue which our Saviour here 

F 4 mentions, ♦ * 
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8 K R M. mentions, is Mercy. This confifts in a Difpo- 
in. iition to pity, and to endeavour by all means 

^^''^^^'^^ the deliverance of thofe who arc in mifery, 
or are liable to it. The Foundation of it is 
laid in that Tendemefs or Ccmipaflion which 
is natural to us, which we muft feel whenever 
any Objefts of Diftrefs are prefented to our 
view : This Companion for the Miferable, di- 
rectly leads us to relieve and a£ift them. And 
when, in purfuance of the tender and humane 
Propcnfionsof our Nature, we afford fuch Per- 
fons all the Relief and Help in our power, 
we thendifcharge this important Duty of Mer- 
cy. The Afliftance which we are to give to 
the Miferable, muft be of different kinds, ac- 
cording to the nature of the Diftrefles in which 
they may happen to be : Thefe may in diffe- 
rent ways affedt either their Minds or their Bo- 
dies, and fo our Relief and Help mufl reach 
to either as there is neceffity, and appear in all 
thofe Inftances, whereby wc may promote ei- 
ther the fpirituai or temporal Good of our un- 
happy Brethren, and deliver them either from 
prefent or from future Mifcry. Thus, for 
example, the infb-udting tlie Ignorant ; the 
reclaiming the vicious, by good Counfels and 
Advices, and difcreet and kind Reproofs ; the 
Gfilxu u^^^^^^g /^^ who have been overtaker^tn a 
I T\icQ.y.jault^ in tbejpirit of meeknefs\ thtfuppGriing 

'^- the 
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fife Weak 5 and the comforting the Feebk^mind- S e r m. 
ed ; arc Afts of Mercy which are due to un- IU» 
happy Souls, and they are indeed themoft^'^'^*^'^ 
noble and momentous Expreflions of it, as 
they deliver Men from the greateft Evils, and 
xnake them partakers of the mod real and du- 
rable Happinefs, Again : The vifiting and 
comforting the Sick ; the defending the Op- 
prefled ^^ the jreeding the Hungry ; the cloath- 
ing the Naked ; the vindicating the Credit of 
thofe whom we know to be faliely iaccuied ; 
the repairing the Fortunes of fuch as from a 
plentiful Condition may have fallen into Want, 
by lending to iihtvafreely^ hoping for nothing Luke vl 
againj 20A remittmg to them all fuch Debts, ^^* 
as cannot be expelled but by Severities which 
will quite oppreis and ruin them ; the giving 
warning to thoie who are like to be enfnared 
by crafry Men ; the moderating our Refent- 
mcnt of the Offences which Men commit 
againit us, the abating as much as we can 
of the Puniflimcnt to which the Rigour of 
Juftice would expofe them, and the putting 
them to no more pain and uneafinefs than is 
Decenary for the correftion of their Tempers, 
the Safety of the'Publick, and our own Repa- 
ration and Security for the future : Thefe are 
Ads of Mercy, which we are to perform to 
our unfortunate Brethren, with refped: to their 
J temporal 

Digitized by VjQOQ IC 



74 ' ^^ Weightier Matters of Religion. 

Serm. temporal Concerns. This Relief and Affiftancc 
^i- of the Diftreffed, is the moft fuftantial Ex- 

^^^'^'^^ preflion of Mercy that can be 5 and without iti 
It is certain, that all the Pity that we can en^ 
tertain for them, and all our kind Wifhes for 
their Profperity, and all the good Words that 
we can give them, will fignify nothing at all. 
St. John cautions us againft exprefUng our 
Kindnefs to our Brethren only in civil and 
courteous Words, and exhorts us to make it 

I John m. appear in more real and lafting EfFcdts. My 

*^- little Cbildreny let us not love in Word or in 
Tongue^ but in Deed^ and in Truth. And 
St. James teaches us the Vanity and Un- 
profitablenefs of giving bare Complements to 
our miferable Brethren, while we with-hold 
from them thai Support which we are able to 

Jam ii. afford them. If a Brother or a Sijier be nak-^ 

*^* *^' ed and dejli lute of daily Food^ and one of you 
fay unto tbtniy Depart in peace^ Be ye "warm^ 
ed^ and Be ye filed j notwitbjianding ye give 
them not thofe things^ which are needful to 
the Body^ what doth it profit? Such fair 
Speeches are of no ufe to unhappy Men, nor 
do they prove us to be] Perfons of a humane 
and merciful Difpofition. The Principles of 
Humanity and Compaffion muft certainly 
have but very little force in our Hearts, when 
the utmoft EiFeft of them confifts in kind 

Words, 
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Words, and they do not appear in thofe be- Serm. 
neficent Aftions, which we have an Oppor- ^^* 
tunity and Ability for performing. •-nr*** 

Another important Duty here mentioned 
by our Saviour, is Faith. By this we are 
not to underftand what is commonly meant- 
by the word Faith in Scripture, the Aflent of 
the Mind to the Truth of fome Propofitions 
or Matters of Fad, upon the Authority of 
God, who reveals them ; but Faitbfulnefs or 
Fidelity in our Convcrlation and Dealings 
with all with whom we have any thing to 
do. This the word frequcndy fignifies, and 
it appears to be the N'eaning of it in this 
place, becaufe this Faitbfulnefs is a Virrue of 
the fame Rank and Kind with the other Vir- 
tues which our Saviour fpeaks of, which arc 
all good and amiable in themfelves ; whereas 
the Belief of Divine Revelation has no intrin- 
lick Goodnefs, but derives its whole Value 
from the Principles from whence it iprings 
and the Efficacy which it has for producing 
the Virtues which are eflcntially worthy and 
lovely in us. This Fidelity conlifts in having 
a ftridl Regard to Truth in our common Con- 
verfation with Mankind, and in ufing fuch 
fimplicity and plainnefs of Expreflion that they 
may eafily underftand our real Meaning ; in 
performing all ourrcligious Vows and Promifes 

tQ 
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S £ R M. to God, and in fulfilling all our Covenants and 
III. Engagements with Men 5 in difcharging, ac- 

^^^"^^^ cording to our beft SkUl and AbiUty, all Ofr 
fices and Trufls committed to us^ either for 
the publick Good, or the Advantage of partis 
cular Perfons -, in being true and conftant ip 
our Friendfhips till we have fome juft caufe 
to alter ^ and in promoting carefully the In- 
tereft of all, whom either by our Words, or 
our Behaviour, we have encouraged to have a 
dependance upon us* Contrary to this is 
Lying, Di/Iimulation, the miileading Men by 
artful and equivocal* Words, Flattery, extra- 
vagant Complements and high Profefiions of 
Kindnefs which do not proceed from the 
Heart, Perjury, Breach of Promife, the lay- 
ing hold on fome little Circumflances and 
Points of Law to evade an equitable Qbli- 
gation, Treachery or Remiflhefs in the exe- 
cution of any important Trufts or Offices, 
Falfhood in matters of Fricndfhip, and Ne- 
gledk of the Intereft of thofe whom we have 
allowed to have a Confidence in us. Thefe 
things are all manifeflly inconfiftent with 
Truth or Faithfulncfs, and if we would pracr 
tife this Virtue, we muft always diligendy 
guard againfl them. 

The laft Virtue which our Saviour fpeaka 
of, is the Love of God. There are two things. 

commonly 
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commonly included or prefuppofcd in LoveSERivf^ 
towards rational Agents, Approbation or Ef- III 
teem, and ^ the Defire of Happinefs. The ^"^'''^'^*^ 
laft, which 'is moft properly Love, naturally 
ariies in us towards Men confidcred only as 
fenfitive Beings, if there be no interfering of 
Interefts, and no Apprehenfion of an incurable 
evil Temper in them to obftrudl it : The 
firft proceeds only from a perception of the 
morally good Qualities of Perfons. There is 
not always room for our having any confider- 
iable Efteem .of Men, even when we may 
have a hearty Good-will to them, and be 
fincerely defirous of their Felicity ; bccauie the 
good Qualities on which our Efleem is foun- 
ded, are fometimes not to be obferved in them, 
or only in a finall degree^ and fo as to be 
overballanced by contrary evil Qualities. But 
the Cafe is otherwife with refped to God : 
He is poflcflcd of the greateft moral Worth 
and Goodne& that can be ; his Nature is en- 
tirely and unalterably excellent and lovely ; fo 
that he is the Objed both of our higheft Ef- • 
teem and Veneration, and of our mofl fincere 
and hearty Good-will. And in thinking as 
reverently and honourably of him as we can^ 
and in being moft fincerely difpofed to fubmit 
to his Will, to obfcrve his Commandments^ 
and to do whatever we apprehend will be 

pleafing 
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SERM.pleafing and agreeable to him, our Love of 

HI* him confifts. The Scriptures always infift 

^'^"^^^'^ upon our Obedience to the Commandments 

of God, as the chief part of our Love of 

I John V. him, and the beft Proof of its Sincerity. T^his 

^' is the Love of God ^ fays St. "John, that we 

—— i. ?. keep bis Commandments. Whofo keepeth his 

Wordy in bim verily is the Love ofGodper^ 

feSled ; that is, he loves God truly, and he 

loves him in perfection, fo far as the prefent 

Infirmity of his Nature will allow him to 

do it. 

Perhaps fome may think, that befides the 
Virtues here enumerated by our Saviour, as 
the Weightier Matters of the LaWj or the moft 
important Duties of Religion, there is ano- 
ther that deferves to be placed in the &me 
order, which is Sobriety or ^Temperance. Now 
this, it is certain, is a very excellent and im- 
portant Duty, and is in fome places of Scrip- 
ture particularly mentioned as a moft eflential 
and neceflary part of Religion. But yet our 
* Saviour's Enumeration may be thought juft 
and full 5 becaufe the Virtue of Temperance 
is included in thofe which he has mentioned, 
or it mufl be necefiarily pradbiied by us in 
order to our exercifing them. For it is plain, 
that whoever would difcharge the Offices of 
Juftice, Humanity and Fidelity, which he 

owes 
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owes to Mankind, and perform thofe A£ts of S e r m. 
Piety which are comprehended in the Love HI* 
of God, muft be careful to moderate his Ap- ^^'^'"^ 
petites and Defires of private Pleafure, ixy as 
that they may never prompt him to any 
ASions which would be injurious^ treache* 
rous, or cruel to 'Men, and difpleafing to 
God I or which would impair his Health, or 
ftupify his Mind, and fo render him unfit for 
performmg his Duty to God and Men j in 
which Moderation of our private Appetites 
and Aflfedions, Sobriety or Temperance con- 
iiAs. And the fame is true of every Duty 
which is reckoned among the moral Virtues, 
and makes a part of that amiable Temper, the 
forming of which in us, is reprefented in Scrip- 
ture^ as the principal Deiign of Religion ; aa 
Humility y Meeknefs^ Patience ^ and the like ; 
that they are all comprehended in the Virtues, 
which our Saviour gives as Inftances of the 
chief parts of Religion, or fo neceflarily con- 
nected with them, that it is impoffible to prac- 
tife thefe mentioned by our Lord, without 
praflifing thofe other Virtues alfo. 

11. I proceed now to (hew that thefe Vir- 
tues which our Saviour has mentioned as the 
principal Duties of Religion, are indeed the 
moft important and neceflary parts of it, and 
which above ^11 other things in it deferve our 
Pains and Care. And 
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Se R M. And this may be made abundantly evident 
IIL both from the Principles of Reaibn, and the 

^^'^^^^'^ Declarations of Divine Revelation. 

It vvill appear from Reafon, that the Vir« 
tuesof Ju(lice» Mercy, Faithfulnefs, and the 
Love of God, muft be the Subftance and 
End of any Religion which God would in- 
Aitute among Men i whether we confider the 
Nature of God, or Man. 

If we confider the Nature of God ; he, ac- 

I John iv. cording to the account which St. John gives 
of him, is Love^ a Being of ahiblute and per« 
fed Goodnefs, who made the World, and 
preserves it for the benefit and wel&re of his 
Creatures \ who intends particularly the Hap- 
pine& of Mankind in all his Difpenfations to- 
wards theoL It is not therefore to be thought 
that he would inftitute a Religion amongthem, 
the chief Deiign of which would not be to 
engage them to thoie things which are the 
great Caufes and Means of their Happinefs, 
which are evidently the Virtues of Juftice, Fi- 
delity, Humanity, Charity, and the Love of 
God himfelf. Without thefe Virtues, Life 
would foon become a Burthen to Men, and 
they could have no Satisfadion or Enjoy* 
ment in it. It is the pradtice of them, which 
renders human Society agreeable andcomfort- 
•' able to us j they yield us by far the moft 

plcafing 
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pleafing Senfatioris of any of which we are Serm. 
confdous 5 they adorn and perfeft our Nature, MI- 
and prepare us for the moft npble and delight- '^^ " ^ 
fill Employments in a future State of Exiftence. 
Since then the Happinefs of Mankind depends 
fo neceflarily upon thefe Virtues, and flows {6 
diredUy from them, it may be moft rational- 
ly fuppofed, that they would be the things 
which a Being of pcrfe<9: Goodnefs would 
principally have a regard to in any Revelation, 
and in any Laws which he would give to 
us ; and that he would lay much greater flre{s 
upon them, than upon other things, which are 
not fo neceflary, nor tend fo immediately to 
the End, which is evidently moft worthy of 
him in his Dealings with Men, the promoting 
their Intereft and Happkiefs. 
, •> Again : If we confider the Nature of Man ; 
^we are fo conftituted that we cannot but ad- 
mire and delight in Juftice, Faithfubefs, Mer- 
cy, Charity and the Love of God, more than 
in any other Duties, which can be required by 
the Laws of Religion. The wife and good 
Author of OUT Beings, has taken care, in form- 
ing us, that thefe Virtues which are fo necef- 
lary to our Happinefs, and which give us the 
greateft Pleafures of which we are capable, 
ihould carry the moft lovely Appearance to 
us ; fo that we cannot ferioufly attend to 
Vol. L G them. 
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SERM.them, but wemuft be charmed with thetxi, 
III* and above all other things efleem and purfue 
^•^^^^^ them. Whoever with any care rcfledls upon 
himfelf, and obferves the Tempers and Be- 
haviour of Men, will foon be convinced that 
this is a juft Account of the Frame of our 
Nature. Now from hence it may be conclu- 
ded, that the great ftrefs of any Religion, 
which comes from Heaven, will be laid upon 
thefe Virtues, which our Nature determines 
us thus to approve ; for it would be mani- 
feftly abfurd and unworthy of the Wifdom 
and Goodnefs of God, to fuppofe that he 
would appoint a Religion to Mankind, which 
would not correfpond writh the Nature which 
he has given them ; or which would oblige 
us, contrary to the inward Senfe of our 
Minds, and the generous Propenfions of our 
Hearts, to purfue any thing more, or fo 
much as thefe Virtues, in which we difcern 
the greateft Worth and Excellence. It may 
indeed be agreeable to the Wifdom and Mercy 
of God, to propofe fome Dodrines to be 
believed by Men, in order to the ftrcngthning 
their natural Difpofition to the Virtues, which 
appear fo amiable and excellent to them, and 
which are the great and immediate Caufes of 
their Happinefs, and the fupporting them a- 
gainft all Temptations to the contrary ; and 
likewife to require from them the Obfcrvation 

of 
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of fomc Forms and Ceremonies, which may S B R m. 
have a tendency to the fame Purpofes. This ^^I- 
he has done, and the Infirmities of Men made 
it very expedient for him to do fb. But if 
the whole, or the principal Intention of any 
Religion was to gain our AfTent to fbme fpecu* 
lativc Do^Srines, or to engage us to the Ob- 
fervance of fome external Rites, a wife Man 
would hardly be perfuaded of its Divine 
Original ; but whatever Pretences were made 
ufe of to fupport its Authority, he would be 
very apt to rejedl it as an Impofhire. 

Thus it appears very evidently, upon the 
Principles of Reafon, that the Virtues which 
our Saviour inflances in as the principal mat-- 
ters of Religion, are really the mofl impor-. 
tant and neceflary Parts of it, and which 
more than any other things in it defcrve to be 
regarded by us. 

The fame thing is flill farther evident from 
the Podxine of the Holy Scriptures, or the 
Declarations of Divine Revelation. 

The Scriptures every where lay the greatefl 
weight upon thefe amiable Virtues, and re- 
prefent the Practice of them as the main 
End of Religion. Under the Old Tefbment, 
it is true that God prefcribed to tlie Jews^ a 
great number of ceremonious external Per- 
formances ^ but it is plain, that thefe were 
G 2 things 
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Sj:rm. things of very little importance, even in their 
III. Religion, in comparifon of Juftice, Equity, 

^'^^^^'^^ Humanity, and the Love of God, The 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Law, may in- 
deed be reafonably fuppofed, to have been 
inftituted v^ith a view to fecure and promote 
more efFe(9tually the praftice of thefe Virtues : 
It is certain, that whenever the Obfervation 
of them was not accortipanied with moral 
Duties, God was fo far from regarding it, 
that he rejedted it with the utmoft Indigna- 
!*• » "tion and Abhorrence. To what purpofe is 
^' the Multitude of your Sacrifices to mey faith 
the Lord ? / am full of the Burnt-Offerings 
ofRamSy and the Fat of fed Beajlsy and I 
delight not in the Blood of Bullocks, or of 
Lambs^ or of He-Goats. When ye come to 
appear before me, who hath required this at 
your bands, to tread my Courts f Bring no 
more vain Oblations, Incenfe is an Abomina^ 
tion unfo me ; the New Moonsy and Sabbaths^ 
the calling of Afjemblies I cannot away with, 
it is Iniquity, even thefolemn Meeting. Tour 
New Moons, and your appointed Feajis my Soul 
bateth ; they are a trouble unto me, 1 am 
weary to bear them. And when ye Jpread 
forth your Hands, 1 will hide mine Eyes from 
you ; yea, when ye make many Prayers, I will 
not hear : Tour Hands are full of Blood. Af- 
ter 
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ter which, he declares to them the proper Ser^m. 
Method of worfhipping and ferving him 5 'H' 
Wajhye^ make you ckan^ put away the Evil^"^ 
of your doings from before mine EyeSy ceqje to 
S evil^ learn to do naell^ feek Judgment^ re^ 
lievetbe Oppreffed^ judge the Father lefs^ plead 
for the Widow. Wherewith Jhall I come be-- 
fire the Lord, fzys the Prophet Jlf/c^i&, ^^^Micab vi 
bow myfe^ before the, kk^ Qod ? . Shall I come * — ^'' 
before him with BurntrOgeringiy with Calves 
ofayearvld? WiU, the Lord be ^leafed with 
tbou/ands of Rams^ or 'with ten tboufands of 
Rrvers of Oil? Shall I give my fir^^orn for 
my Tranfgreffion^ the Fruit of my Body for 
the Sinifmy Soul I Thct Prophet fpeak^this. 
in the name of one, inquiring into the mofl 
acceptable Methods of appealing and worihip- 
ping the Deity ; and the Anfwer returned to 
him is this : He bath Jhewed tbee^ O Man^ 
what is goody and what doth the Lord require 
of tbeey but to do juftlyy and to love Mercy y 
and to walk humbly with thy: God? And 
there are many more PafTages in the facred 
Writings of the 0/^Tg^tf«^«/, which plainly 
teach us, that the Duties of Juftice, Truth. 
Integrity, Mercy, and Goodnefs in our Con- 
veriation with Mankind, and an humble and 
reverent Deportment towards God, are the 
moft excellent and important things in Reli- 
G 3 gion, 
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S E R M. glon, and far more cftecmcd by God, than all 
III. the Sacrifices and other Ceremonies of the 

^'^^^r^ Jewsy which were accepted by him only when 
they were in conjunction with thefe Virtues, 
for the fake of which chiefly, they had been 
appointed. 

And now if thefe Virtues were of fo much 
Importance under the Jentijh Difpenfation, it 
may well be thought that they will not be 
lefs valuable under the Gofpel j which is a far 
more plain and fimple Inftitution, than the 
Jtwijh. Religion was. Indeed the great Inten- 
tion of Chriftianity is fo evidently to engage 
Men to Righteoufnefs, Truth, and Charity, 
and to the Love of God or true Piety, that 
it is unncccflary to quote particular paflages to 
prove it. Whoever with any Attention looks 
into the New Teftamenty will foon perceive 
that our Saviour has, in a particular man- 
ner, in almoft all his Difcourfes, inculcated 
thefe Virtues j that he has laid the greateft 
ftrefs of his Religion upon them^ and made 
the eternal Happinefs of his Followers to de- 
pend upon their pradlifing them j and that 
by his own Conduft and Example, he has 
alfo taught us to prefer them to all other Du- 
ties J and that his Apojiks have likcwife given 
us the moft earneft Exhortations to them, 
and have mentioned them as the chief Ingre- 
dients 
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dients in Religion, in thofe Defcriptions which S b R m. 
they have delivered of it ; and that the Faith HI^ 
of the Gofpel, and all the pofidve Inftitu- 
tions of it, are of ufe, only when they are the 
means of promoting thefe divine and amiable 
Virtues in us, which are declared to be the 
End and Perfe^on of all Religion. * 

III. I {hall make fbme ufeful Refledions 
upcxi this Subjeft* 

I. From what has been faid, we may en« 
tertain a very favourable Opinion of Chriftia«* 
nity* For what can be a greater Recommen- 
dation of any Rel^ion to us, than that it is 
iramed and defigned to promote in Men all 
thofe Virtues, which are mod agreeable to 
human Nature, and are the immediate Sour- 
ces of our trueft Happineft ? Certainly if this 
juft Account of the Nature and Tendency of 
the Chrillian Religion was always attended 
to, the World mufl have a very advantageous 
Idea of it j at leaft, all who are the Friends of 
Virtue and of Mankind mud eftecm it as a 
wife and excellent Inilitution, and which is 
every way worthy of a Divine Author, In- 
G 4 deed 



• If any would fee particular Proofs of this, he may, 
among other Places, read Muttb. v. v'u vii. chap. xiK chaip. 
I ■ 13. XXV. 31 —46. Phil. \y. 8, 9, J^mA, 27. 
Efhef V. 9. GaU v. 6, 22, 23. ?i>. ii. 1 1, 12. i Tim. i. 5* 
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Serm. deed if fome are for giving us difierent Re- 
prefentations of Chriftianity, and inftcad of 
making it id confift chiefly in thofe Virtues, 
whidi are intnt^cally good and excellent, 
and which are fo ufeful aind faeneficiaL to 
Mankind, they are for placing it in diings 
abfurd, triflrogi or hurtful ; in the belief of 
unintelligible Notions, or Opinions contradic- 
tory to common Senfeand Reafon ; or in the 
Obfervance of fome little Rites and Ufages, 
which, it can never be ibppoied a Being of 
infinite Wifdom and Goodnefe, can lay any 
ftrefs on ; or in a furious Zeisd atid Conten- 
tion for fono^ favourite Speculaticms and Ce** 
remonies, add a cruel Perfecutk>n of all who 
differ frorii\is about them: If fome, I fay, 
are for giving' us fuch Rejtt'efentations as thefc 
of the Chriftian Inflitution ; they may, per- 
haps, find it difficult to reconcile the confide- 
rate part of Mankind to it. The Religion 
of our Saviour^ in thefe Views,- does not ap- 
pear to be fo lovely and divine a thing, as k 
does in thofe plain Accounts, which he him- 
felf and his Apoflles have delivered of it ; 
according to which the great Intention of it 
is to raife and improve in us, all thofe Vir- 
tues, which are moft excellent in their nature, 
and which tend mofl diredly to the Honour 
or' God, the Comfort and Happinefs of Man- 
kind 
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kind iagtatrd^ and the Hs^plnefs ahd I^6r- Serm^ 
fedioii of every Mkn In particular. This is HI. 
aDcfigntcsHichvely welldefetves tbWcoun- ^"^^^"''^ 
tenanced by the God of all Wifdom and 
Mercy ; aiid Uie Religion which ef]fe6hially 
profectttes this defigny will infinuate itfelf in* 
to tbt Hearts of all good Men, and com- 
mand their Licrvt Md Approbation. 

Va*. From v/btt has been difcourred, we 
may fee die great importance of Moral Du- 
ties, and :d]eaeceffity of inculcating them up-^ 
enChciftians, It is wonderful toobferve the 
cdnteiaittQoiis C^nion which fome Perfons 
entertadn of Morality, who ipaik of it as a 
thing with which Religion is but Ikfle w no 
way ccsicemdi, in which if it has any pkce, 
it is only «hfc lowcft and leaft conSderable ; 
and who, inconfeqtience of this Notion of it, 
cannot endure to hear it much or earfteftly 
prefied upon Men; this, according to their 
common way of expreffing themfel\rcs, being 
all legal and carnal, and not preaching Chrift 
or the Gofpel : It might, perhaps, have done 
well enough, according to them, for a Heathen 
Philofopher to have fpent his time in explain- 
ing and recommending the feveral parts of 
^ Mcwal Virtue to his Scholars ; but this cannot 
be the Bufinefs of a Teacher of Chriftianity, 
who has fome far more fpiritual, fublime, and 

ufeful 
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Se R M. ufefut Sutigeds to entertain bim&lf and his 
[II J. Helrers with. A little Conveifation in the 

^^^'^/^^ World may convince us, that thefc are the 
Sentin^nts, which many, who imagine them- 
felves to be great Proficients in dhe Knowledge 
of Religion, have of the Duties of Morality, 
and the Virtues of a good Life. But whence* 
foever they may have derived thefe Notions, 
it is certain, that they have not received them 
from any Principles either of Reaibo> or Re« 
velation. For both tl^ie agree in placing mo- 
ral Duties at the top of all Religion $ in mak* 
ing thena the matters which God principally 
values in it, and which it became him above 
all other things to require firom Men. Thefe 
therefore^, every wife Man will accoimt the 
Subftaiice of his Region, and will lay no 
ffarefs upon other matters in comparifbn of 
them. And whoever would teach Religion 
to any valuable purpofe> muft chiefly inculcate 
. thefe^ Duties upon Men. Nothing can be 
more weak and abfurd, than to objc<3: againil: 
the preaching of Morality, as if it was not 
preaching Chrift. What ! Can any thing be 
more properly called preaching Chrift, than 
preaching the mod eilential Duties of his 
Religion ; than preaching what He himfeif 
and his Apoftles conftandy, and with the 
greateft Eameftnefs preacl^d^ and required 

from 
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from Men, as abfolutely neceflary to their an- 8e R m. 
fwering the End of Religion, and partaking I^I- 
of the Benefits of it ? Does any one really ^■^^^^^^^'^ 
imagine, that there is a dificrcnt Notion of 
this matter delivered in the Scriptures ; and 
when wc read in the Hiftory of the ASs^ 
that the Apoftlcs taught and preached Jefus 
Cbriftj and when St. Paul ^>eaks of his 
preaching Chrtjl crucifyed among the O^rin^ 
tbians^ that all that they mtended to do, was 
to inftmdl Men in fome Notions and Dodrines 
relating to the Peribn, Office, and Death of 
Chrift ? It is indeed certain, that the Apoflles 
were at a great deal of pains to convince the 
World, that Jefus was really the Mejjiah and 
Son of God, as he gave out himfelf to be, and 
to open the true Defign of his death, and 
to remove the Objeftions which the Jews and 
Gentiles brought againft Chriftianity upon the 
account of it; but after that, were they foUi- 
citous about nothing farther ? Is it not evident 
from the whole Tenour of their Difcourfes, ' 
that th<^ never laid the leaft weight upon any 
Opinions and Doctrines, but only as they were 
the means of producing a good Life 4 and that 
therefore the only ufe which they could make 
of any Dodrines which they delivered con- 
cerning Chrift, was to propofe them as fo ma- 
ny Motives to engage Men more effe<Slually to 

the 
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S£RM*the Obedience of the Laws of Chrift, or to 
^ in. pradife thofe Moral Virtues which are requir- 
^^^^'^^ ed by his Religion, which are indeed the Sum 
and Subftance, the Aim and End of dl truQ 
Religion. Let no Man therefbrie diink meanly 
of iMoraUty or defpife the Preaching of it, as 
ufelcfs and unedifying. All Principles which 
lead Men to fcorn or negle^ it» which make 
Religion fonoething difierent from it, or above 
it ; which prefer ibme fpeculative Notions and 
Points of Belief, or an attendance on the ex- 
ternal Duties and Ceremonies of divine Wor- 
fliip, or any odier matters whatfoever before it> 
are mod apparently falfe, and have a fatal Ten* 
dency to defeat the intention of Chrif^ianify, 
and to make it good for nothing ; and not only 
fo, but to render it a thing of very pernicious 
confequence to Men, as it will prove, in the 
falfe light in which fuch Principles fet it, the 
occafion of quieting their Confciences, and 
adminif^ring Peace and Comfort to them in 
the praftice of Vice and Wickedncfs. 

3. Laftly, Prom what has been faid, we 
may learn, whither our Endeavours in Religi* 
on fhould tend, and what are the things in it^ 
for which we fliould exert the greatcft ZeaL 
We are indeed to reverence the leaft of God's 
Commandments, and to perform every Duty 
which he requires from us. But we muft 

more 
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more efpecially praSife thofe Duties, which Se r m. 
arc moft excellent in their own nature, and of ilL 
the greateft moment in Religion; which, asl ^^'^"^^''^ 
have (hewn, are the Duties of Juftice, Mercy, 
Integrity and the Love of God. We muft 
therefore be above all things careful to raife and 
cultivate thefe Virtues in ourfelves, and make 
our Belief of the Dodtrines of the Gofpel, and 
our Attendance on the external Inftitutions of 
it, entirely fubfervient to this purpofe : And 
we are never to imagine ourfelves fufficiently 
religious, becaufe we believe truly, and pray 
frequently, and read the Scriptures every day, 
and go to all the Sermons that we can hear, 
and take all occafions of partaking of the Lord's 
Supper. The End of Religion confifts, not 
in thefe things, but in thofe upright, humane, 
and generous Difpofitions with refpedl to 
Mankind, and that reverent and obedient 
Temper towards God, which they are intend- 
ed to raife and increafe in us. And we only 
ufe them to good purpofe, when we are im- 
proved in fuch AfFeiftions, and fuch a Tem- 
per by them. There are a great many Per- 
fons, I know, who are apt to run into a mif- ' 
take in this matter, to be exceedingly concern- 
ed about the external and ceremonial parts of 
their Religion, while thofe things in which the 
Life and Subitance ofitconfift, are almoft 

entirely 
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SERM.cntirdy neglcdted by them* This was an Er- 
in. ror which the Jewi/h Nation ahnoft conti«- 

^'"^'^^'^nually went into, for which their Prophets 
never failed moft feverely to reprove them. 
And there have been multitudes of Chriftians 
in all Ages who have imitated their Example, 
and fallen into the fame Miftake, notwith- 
llanding that the Gofpel has removed that, 
which probably might have been the occa- 
lion of leading the Jews fo eafily'into it, the 
load of external Rites with which their 
Religion was encumbered ; and notwith- 
ftanding it is fo plain an Inftitution, and ap- 
pears fo evidently to confift principally in 
thofe Virtues which are feated in the Heart 
and Mind. I am far from intending to dif- 
courage any Man's Zeal, even about thf low- 
cft Inftances of his Duty, provided it does not 
make him negligent about thofe which are of 
greater confequence. Let thofe who have 
leifure from the difcharge of more important 
Offices, pray as frequendy and devoudy, 
let them read the Scriptures as carefully and 
diligendy, and let them attend on all the ex- 
ternal Inftitutions and Rites of Religion as 
punftually and exadtly as they can. If they 
do thefe things with an honeft Intention of 
improving and confirming themfelvcs in the 
practice of Virtue, they will certainly find 
them highly ufeful for thefe purpofcs, and 

they 
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thefwill be ezceediagly blameable if theySERM. 
omit them. Bat when Men are for placing the III. 
whole or thft greateft part of their Religion in ^•'"V^ 
thefe external Dutks» which are appointed as 
Means and Helps to the pradioe of moral Vir- 
tue; and when after they have gone their 
ufual round of praying, reading, hearing, medi- 
tating, and receiving the Communion, they 
inu^ne that they have acquitted themfdves of 
their Duty, and are become very acceptable to 
God, tho' it may be evident to them, upon the 
leaft Refledion, that all thefe devotional Ex- 
erci&s have made but few or no good Impref- 
fions at all upon their Minds 1 it is extremely 
neceffiury to let them know that they are under 
a grois Ddttfion, that thefe Duties, as they ma- 
nage them, have no Religion at all in tfaem» 
but muft be looked upoti to be only the £f- 
jfe£ts of Superftition or Enthufiafm. Let us 
take care therefore to exert our Zeal in Reli^- 
gicMi, proportionably to the value of its feveral 
Duties ^ let our chief Concern be employed 
about the Virtues ofjuftice. Fidelity, Hu^ 
manity, and the Love of God, which arc 
moft evidently the End of Religion, which 
recommend themfclves to us by their own in- 
trinfick Worth and Goodnefs, and which we 
are bound, above all things, to pradlife by the 
moft facred and unalterable of all Laws, that 

of 
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S £ R M. of our own Nature. Let the raidng sind it^ 
III. creaiing thefe amiable Vihaes in tks, be the 

^''^^^''^ End of our Fakh, and aU our Inquiries after 
Truth and Knowledge, ^ c^ our ufe of the 
inftrumental Duties of Chiriftianity : And 
when at any time there happens to be a Com-* 
petition between thefe and * any Duties of an 
inferiour nature^ fo that we cannot perform 
both^ let us always give the preference to 
thefe excellent and important Virtues. Let us 
take all Opportunities of doing juft, kind^ 
friendly, and ufeful AAions^ tho' our doing 
{oy may fon^etimes prevent our dDferving fome 
pofitive Precepts of theGofpel, or our attend- 
ing on the outward Duties of Devotion. This 
is certainly the way to a& moft agreeably to 
the Nature and Intention of Rel^on, and to 
offer the moft acceptable Worfhip and Service 
to the Deity, who has required Homage and 
Obedience from Mankind to himfelf, for the 
more eflFeftual Advancement of their WcL&rc 
and Happinefs. To him may all Glory and 
Prdfe be given, both now, and for ever. 
Aneti. 
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SERMON IV. 

.The Government of the Heart. 

I ^ I I I I I I I ' 

Frov. IV. 23.: 

Keep tby Heart with all Diligence ; for out 
of it are the JJfuei of Life. 

THERE is not any Precept which' 
better deferves our Attention, and 
which we. arc ^more concerned to 
obferve, than this which SalomonhcK gives us; 
for upon our complying /with it/ the good 
Conduft.arid Happinefs of our Lives depend. 
TheJMcthod in which I rfhaU^difcourfe of ir, 
is this: : ... ' , - • . 

I. I (hall explain what Is meant by keeping . 
tbeHeart. 

II. I (hall cbnfider the Argument, wlEiich 
is ufed to'engagfe us to this Pradlice of kee/ing . 
the Heart ^ becaufe out of it are the IJJues of 
Life. 

V0L.L H in. I 
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S £ R M. III. I (hall lay down fome Rules to diredfc 
IV. and aflift us in keepingoc governing our Hearts. 

Firfty I (hall explain what is meant by 
keiping the Heart. The Heart in Scripture, • 
and in all Writers of Morality, comprehends 
all the Defires, Paflions, and Affedlions, and 
every thing that is a Principle of Aftion in 
the Mind of Man ; and the keeping of it in 
general xonfifts in a due Regulation of our 
feveral Defires and Afiedtions, in a juft Ar- 
rangement of all the inward Movements and 
Principles of the Mind; fots that the higher 
and nobler Principles of our Nature may al- 
ways prevail, and reftrak and dired: every 
lower Principle and Inclination in us> which 
are naturally placed in a ftate of Subordina^ 
tion to them. In order therefore to our un^- 
derftanding diflinAly the Meaning of this Pre- 
cept, it will be neceflary to confider a little 
the fevend Afieiftions and Principles of A<3ion 
which belong to the human Nature, the yjA 
Order of their operating, and to which of 
them the Right of direding and governing the 
reft belongs. And to come to the knowledge 
of thrfe matters, there is not io much neoi 
of any long Reafoning, as of a careful Re- 
flection upon ourielves, and Attention to what 
we inwardly feel and are confcious pafles in 

4 our 
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(hirtiwn Brcafls. It is not^ however, tobeSfRMi 
expeded, that I fhould here diftindHy enu- IVi 
merate all the pirticular Paffions and Affec- *— "V**^ 
tions of Mankind, and (hew how they regu- 
larly exert thciAfelves, dnd how far each of 
them is to be indulged: To do this, would 
be tedious, and carry us by far too great a 
length on this Occafion. It will be fufEci- 
ent to take notice of fome general Difpofi^ 
tions and Principles in our Nature, tvhich in-- 
dude our particular Afieftions^ and to fhew 
how thefe are to be regulated -, what fort of 
Afiedions (hould be moll cultivated, and 
which Principle is to controiil aind guide all 
other Principles within tts* The Principlea 
and Afre£)3on8 implanted in the human Na- 
turc, which I fhall mention are thefe fol- 
lowing. 

i. The Principfes of Self-Love, and fuch 
Affcdtions as* tend to our own private Good 
and Happinefs, That thefe are a part of ouf 
Cbnftitution, that we are fo framed that we 
cannot but defire and feek the Prefcrvation ot 
our Beings, and the Gratification of all thofe 
Senies and Powers in us, whereby we are cap- 
able of receiving Pleafure, every P^on may 
perceive from his own Experience ; the com- 
mon Purfuits of Mankind fufficiently pfoVc . 
it^ aod it ia indeed a thing (q certain, and fo 
H 2 univerfally 
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c 
ERM.uriiverfally known, that none have any doubts 

IV. about it at alL 
^•^"^^^^ 2. There are ben^olent Principles and 
publick Affedions implanted in us, which in* 
cline us to promote the Interefl: and Happine(s 
of others- Thefe are altogether as eflential to 
our Nature, as our felfifli and private Affec- 
tions are: All the Devotion and Love which 
we exprefs to the Deity, all the Companion, 
natural AfFedlion, Friendftiip, Gratitude, Ge- 
nerofity, and Love of a Country, which are 
among Mankind, are Infknces of our Bene- 
volence, and particular Branches of it. If 
any Perfon fays, that he has never perceived 
any of thefe AfFeftions in himfelf/ he has 
certainly never ferioufly reflcded upon the 
State of his own Heart, or hebelyes himfelf, 
and is willing to appear lefs amiable than 
he really is. And if any who is fenfible that 
there are fuch AfFedions in Mankind, yet af- 
firms that they are not difinterefted, and tha^ 
the Happinefs of others is not the End of 
them, but that they are only the EfFeds of 
Self-Love exerted in an artful manner for ad- 
vancing our own Intereft, he aflcrts what is 
very abfurd, and what every honeft and kind 
Heart can confute from what it conftantly 
feels in itfelf. Indeed nothing but the greatcft 
Inattention^ or the moft unreafonable Preju- 
dice 
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dice or Afiedion can make any deny thatSERM. 
there are kind diiinterefted AiFedions in IV. 
Mankind^ which muft be as evident as almoft^'^^^'^ 
any thing whatever is, to every Mind that re- 
fieds upon itfelf, and fairly coniiders the Con- 
duA of Men, a great part of which cannot - 
poiiibly be accounted for upon any other Sup- 
pofition, than their being poflefled of fuch 
AfFe£tions. It is true that fome greatly di- 
minifh the Strength of thefe Afiedions in 
themielves, and zdi in dired contradidion to 
them in many Inflances : And in like manner, 
fome others may be found who very much 
weaken their felfifh Afiedions, and ^d in- 
confiftendy with their own Intereft in feveral 
Cafes. But it cannot hence be inferred, that 
either the fir/l are deftitute of all benevolent 
Afl&dions, or that the latter are void of the 
Principles of Self-Love. The worft of Men 
never extinguifh all generous and humane Af- 
fedions in their Hearts, nor do thofe who 
arc moft negligent about their own Interefl:^ 
entirely fliake off all Regard for themfelves. 
Both the felfifh and benevolent Principles may 
indeed be raifed fo high, that the one fort fhall 
far overballance and bear down the other; 
but yet thofe which are fuppre&d will flill 
jctain fome Force in the Heart} and it la 
H 3 certain 
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3ERM. certain that the Affections of both kinds arc 
IV. natural to Mankind^ 

3. Befides thefc Principles, there is another 
implanted in our Nature, whereby yrc judge 
of Tempers, AfFcftionSj Charafters, and Ac-* 
tions, both in ourfelves and others, and ap* 
prove and delight infome, and difapprove and 
have an Averfion to others. This Principle 
which fome have called a refl?x Affeftion, 
and which is more commonly known by the 
Name of Confcience, is certainly a main part 
in our Conititution. There is no Pcrfbn who 
may not be confcious of fuch a Power in 
himfelf. AU who have not corrupted theil^ 
Hearts muft be extremely fenfible df the 
Force of it : An4 though others, by acquir- 
ing falilb Opinions, and indulging themfelves 
in evil Habits, m^y very much weaken and 
impair it, yet, they can never wholly deftroy 
it, or ropt it out of their Nature. The mo^ 
debauched and profligate of all Mankind have 
ftill fome Remains of Confcience in themji 
they appear in feve^al Inftances to be flruck 
with the Beauty and Excellency of certain 
Characters and certain Methods of Behaviour, 
and difcern a Deformity and Bafenefs in die 
contrary^ and they condud; thcmfelvcs in 
j(cttne meafure accordingly. 

Different 
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, X)\StrtDt fcom all theie Principles Is theSBRM^ 
Power or Faculty of Reaibn, which is our IV» 
great Inflnunent fiw difcovmng Tnjth, and **">^'^ 
acquainting ourfelves with the Natures and 
Reladons of things. But this not being aa 
inuncdiate Principle of Adion in us, does not 
atpreienf come under our Coniideration. The 
great ufe of this Faculty with refped: to the 
Government of the Heart, I (hall have Oo- 
cafion to take notice of before I conclude* 
It remains now to be confidered, how thefe 
feveral Principles, which include our parti- 
cular Delires and Affedtions, or by far the 
greateft part of them, and fuch as principally 
influence our Condud:, are to be exerted, 
which of them (hould chiefly prevail and 
govern the other Principles and Affections in 
our Nature. 

It is certain that, our Nature being the 
Work of a perfecdy wife and good Being, 
no part of us has beea made in vain, and 
there are not any Principles and Affections in 
our Minds, which are. either to be rooted 
out, or totally fupprefled. All of them are 
neceflary in fuch Creatures as we are, and the 
Exercife of them within their proper Bounds 
ferve« the moft ufeful and excellent Pur* 
poies* 

H 4 Our 
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'Serm. , Ojir (elfifti AflFeCtions appear plainly to be 
^ * IV. jieceffa^ry in order to our own Prefervation.- 
v^T'^X^'ifer'nxaking us active^ and diligent in provid- 
^ing the things which tend to the Support 
' and Comfort of 'o\lr Beings, which we would 
be too indolent and flothful to feek with fuf- 
ficieht *Care, everi though' we were fiilly ac- 
quainted with the' Virtue of them to fupport 
us and yield us Pleafure, unlefs we were' ex- 
cited to Acquire them, by thefe powerful 
Sollicitors within ourfelves. Our benevolent 
. Affections arc likewife neceffary for engaging 
us to the purfuit of a general and publick In- 
tefeft, and making us perform the Offices of 
Love and Gratitude which we owe to God, 
and the Acts of Charity, Friendship, and 
Humanity, which we owe to Mankind, in 
the various Relations in which we ftand to 
them ; which would certainly be too much 
neglected by us, however excellent they are 
in themfelves, and how much foever the 
Comfort and Happincfs of human Society de- 
pend upon them, if we were deftitute of thefe 
kind and generous Propenfions of our Nature. 
And the other Principle of Reflection or Con- 
fcience which belongs to us, is alfo mod ne- 
ccflfary and ufeful for directing us to a juft 
Exercife of our AflFections with refpcct to our- 
felves and others^ and for determining and 

exciting 
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exciting us to the moft noble, upright, andSERMl 
\yorthy Purfuits. So that the AfFcdions and IV. 
Principles implanted in us, being neceflary for ^'^'^^'^ 
fuch valuable Purpofes, none of them are to 
be fuppreiTed ; all of them mufl: have fome 
Influence upon us ; our felfifh AfFeftions 
muft lead to take care of our own Happi- 
nefs ; and our benevolent Difpofitions muft 
attach us to the whole Syftem of rational 
Beings, and particularly lead us to confult the 
Happinefs of the Communities of which we 
are Members, and to advance the Welfare 
of our Friends and Dependants, and even of 
all Men to whom our Power can reach ; 
and the Principle of Confciencc muft guide ^ ^ 
us in the fixercife of both thefe forts of Af- 
fedions, and always incline us to ad the moft 
worthy, generous, and honourable part in 
Life. Whoever refleds upon the feveral Af- 
fedions and Principles implanted in him, will 
eafily perceive that this Principle laft mention- 
ed, is the higheft one in his Nature ; which 
is. placed in him on purpofe to regulate all 
other Principles in his Heart, and to guide 
him to a good and generous Behaviour. All 
who feel fuch a Principle or Faculty in them- 
felves, muft be fenfiblc that this is its Right 
and Office ; that by it they are a Law to 
tbemfehes^ and that they cannot contradict 

or 
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SbrM'CM' difobey its Deciiions, without violiting 
IV. dicir Nature in the propcreft Scnfc, and in a 

^^""^/"^ quite different manner from that in which 
they violate it, by contradicting any other 
Principle or Affection within them *• This 
therefore being the chief Principle lA the 
Mind^ to which the Government of all other 
inward Principles and Affections belongs, the 
keeping of the Heart confifls in having all 
thefe in fubjection to this fuperiour Princi- 
ple, and in exercifing them according to its 
Dictates and Directions^ 

Now this Principle, in perfect conformity 
to the revealed Law of God, which, for the 
moil important part of it, is nothing but a 
Tranfcript of the Law which is born with us, 
and naturally written in our Hearts^ requires 
us to indulge our felfiih Affections, and pur- 
fue our own Happinefs, fo far as is requi- 
fite for the prefervation of our Beings, and 
the keeping us in the fitteft Capacity for 
difcharging the Duties which we owe to God 
and to Mankind ; and it allows us to enjoy 
all the Pleafures which we can innocently 
partake of, that is, all the Pleafures which 
we can receive without breaking through the 

Obligations 



♦ See this Point fully illuftratcd in the zJ of Dr. Builir'g 
Sermons preached at the Rolh, 
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Obligations of Religion, Joftice, or Charitjr.S£RM« 
But whenever our ielfiih A£^tbn$ become I^- 
fo violent, as for the fake of our private ^^^^ 
Pleaflire and Satisfaction to make us do things 
which are difpleafing to God, or injurious 
to Society, or which hinder us iirom exer^ 
cifing our Compailign and Charity towards 
thofe who ftand in need of our Affiftance, 
our Confciences always difapprove of them. 
As the Scripture condemns this immoderate 
Selfifhneis, by the name of the Flejhy which 
it commands us to fubdue and mortify with 
all its jiff'eSiiom and Lujls ; fo the Principle, 
which is the Judge of what pafles within us, 
and approves or difapproves of our Temper 
and Affections, condemns it alfo, and prohi-* 
bits our carrying our* Regard to ourfelves fo 
high, as to prevail over our generous Diipo* 
fitions, and become the Occaiion either of 
our counter-acting the Will of the fupremc 
Being, or of our introducing Confiiiion and 
Mifery into the Affairs of Men, which it 
conflantly reprefents as evil and vicious to us. 
This Principle which judges of our Tempers, 
and 18 to govern all other Principles and Af- 
fections in us, approves of our benevolent 
and publick Affections, and directs us to the 
moft vigorous Exercife of them. Thefe Af- 
fections it always admires and recommends 

as 
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S £ R M. as amiable and virtuous : They are indeed, the 
IV. great Foundation of the Beauty and Ejccellence, 
^^^^^'^^^ which, by means of this Faculty, we perceive 
to be in any Charaders or Adions. Our Con- 
fciences approve of every degree of Benevo- 
lence, and every particular friendly Afiedion^ 
which is notinconiident with fome more gene* 
rous and extenfive Affections, and the Purfuit 
of the general Happinefs of the World : They 
more efpecially approve of Arong degrees of 
Good-will to Perfons of Dignity and Excel- 
lence, and who are of great importance to 
Mankind 5 and a Lx>ve of the Publick, or any 
large Societies and Bodies of Men ; and an 
» univerfal Benevolence to all Men, and ^theftudy 
of their Happinefs, fo far as it is in our power 
to promote it. To have thefe AflFedions prevail- 
ing always flrongly in our Heart, exciting us to 
all the Ads of a rationalPiety to<wardsGod,and 
to do all the good wecan in the World, notonly 
the Dodrine of our Saviour, but the inward 
Senieof our own Con fciences alfo, teaches usto 
be the moft amiable and divine Temper that 
we can be poflefled of, and the Perfedion of all 
Virtue and Goodnefs. And when in purfu- 
ance of the Didates of our Coniciences, we 
keep our felfifh Paffions within due Bounds, 
and never fufFer them to carry us to the Ex- 

ceiTes 
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cefles of Luxury, Intemperance, Avarice, Am^ S £ k m. 
bition. Envy, Revenge, or any thing which IV. 
would either (often or enervate our Minds, ^^^^'^^ 
and render us unfit for performing our Duty 
to God, and for acting a focial and generous 
part ynth refpedl to Mankind; or, v^rhich 
would make us to tranfgrefs the Laws of God, . 
and invade the Properties, or difturb the 
Peace of Men 5 when we indulge them princi- 
pally with a view of keeping jourfelves in the 
beft Capacity icx performing our Duty 5 when 
we giveicope to the generous and publickAf- 
fedions of our Nature, when thefe prompt us 
chearfully to promote the Happinefs not only 
of thofe who are nearly related to us, and who 
mom immediately depend upon us, but of all 
with whom we converfc that want our Help ; 
when we entertain a high degree of Venera- 
tion and Love to all Perfons of worthy and 
generous Characters, and more efpccially to 
God, the moft excellent of all Beings, and the 
greateft Benefadlor of Mankind • when we al- 
ways prefer the publick to our private Inte- 
reft, and endeavour to be as univerfally bene- 
ficent and ufeful, as our Knowledge of the 
Circumftances and Interefts of Men, and our 
other Abilities will allow us to be ; we then 
keep our Hearts: Every thing is right and- 
harmonious^ within us, our AfFeflions operate 

in 
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SERM.in a natural and juft Orders and wcmayfur^ 
IV. vey our inward Frame with great Pleafurti 
^''^^^^^ and Approbation^ 

Thus I have explained what is meant hf 
keeping the Heart. 

II. I proceed now to confider the Argu<« 
ment which is ufed to engage us to this Prac« 
tice of keeping the Heart j becaufe out (fit 
are the Iffues of Life. 

By the IJJues of Life^ we may underftand 
the Adlions of Life, either good or bad, and 
alfo the Happincfs or Mifery of it j and fo the 
meaning of the Argument is this : That we 
ihould be careful to. keep and govern our 
Hearts aright; becaufe, according as they are 
well or ill kept and governed by us, our Lives 
will be well or ill conducted, and rendered 
either happy or miferable to us. 

!• We fhould be careful to keep our Hearts^ 
beoauie the good Conduct of our Lives depends 
on this. Our AfFedtions are the Springs 
which put our ad:ive Powers into Motion^ 
and keep them in it, proportionably to the de- 
^ee of Strength, with which they prevail In 
us. If therefore thefe be kept in good order^ 
our external Behaviour will be well ordered 
alfo. But every Diforder in the Syftem of our 
inward Principles and AflFedions, will produce 

a 
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a proportionable Difbrder in our Life andSBRM. 
Practice When the Principle of Coofcienoe IV- 
maintains its Place and Authority, and gives? **^^^ 
Law to all other Principles within us, it will . 
certainly guide us to a courfe of worthy and 
generous Anions, and our Charadlcrs will be. 
very good and amiable. Btft when the infc- 
riour Principles, which are to be ruled by this 
higher one; ufurp upon it and bear it down, 
they will lead os into a vicious and bafe Con* 
du^ Evety degree of fuch Ufurpadoit, will 
produce fome; Irregularity 10 our Lives/ibme- * 
thing that will be a Blemiib in our Charac- 
ters ; and when it becomes, greater and BeK>re 
univerfaly when our Confciences are almoft 
entirely laid wafte, and are hardly ever iuffer* ^ 
ed to do their Office, our Lives will be full 
of En<x'mities, and we fhall forfeit all G1ki«- 
rafter for Virtue and Goodnefs. It is poffible 
indeed, that we may for fome time diflcmble 
and z& a part which we do not inwardly ap- 
prove : We may put on the Appearances of 
1)evotion, Juftice^ Friendihip, Liberality,, and 
other Virtues^ to which we have but little or 
DO regard in our Hearts : But this Practice wil^ 
be b\]^ of a ihort continuance -, the PafHohs^ 
\i[hicb moil flrongly and habitually prevail in 
us, will ibon appear in their proper £^c6ts m 
our Converfation^ whatever Arts and Pains we 

may 
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SEKM.may ufe to the contrary. And though our 
IV. benevolent Difpofitions, fincc they are natural 

*^^^^ to us, and are never to be wholly cxtinguiftied 
in us, may have fome influence, and make 
us accidentally do fome good and virtuous 
AifHons 5 yet, when they are not ftrength- 
ned and direded by the Principle which dif- 
ceras the Beauty of them, and prompts us to 
the Cultivation and Exercife of them, they 
will not be exerted by us in fuch a fteady and 
uniform manner, as will be fufficient to pro- 
cure us the Character of virtuous Perfbns. 
Whatever good we may do upon fome Oc- 
cafions, from the natural Principles of Com- 
panion and Benevolence, and from any fmall 
Remainsof Confcience, or an Affection to mo- 
ral Virtue that may be left in us, our ungo- 
verned Paffions will carry us into many great 
Crimes, which will exclude us from the num* 
ber of the Virtuous, and fix upon us a vicious 

Matth. XV. Character. Out of cur Hearts y while they 

«9f «o- afc fo much difordered, will proceed evil 
TbougbtSy Murders^ Adulteries^ Fornications^ 
Thefts, falfe Witnejfing, Blafpbemies, and 
other Vices which defile a Man. 

2. We fhould keep our Hearts j becauie the 
Happinefs of our Lives like wife depends upon 
our doing fo. When our Affections arc kept 
in good order \ when they are cxcrcifcd ac- 
cording 
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cording to the Diredions of our Confciences, Serm* 
they will afford us the greateft Happinefs IV. 
that we can partake of. They will give us 
not only the full Enjoyment o£ the Pleafures 
of the external Senfes, but a much higher 
delight in the Exercife of Piety, Juftice, Hu- 
manity, Frieildfliip, and Beneficence ; They 
will procure us the Satisfadion which refults 
from the Confcioufnefs of our own Integrity 
and Goodnefs, and the Elleem and Love of 
the better part of Mankind, and the Appro- 
bation and Acceptance of God himfelf, which 
ie certainly the moft noble and valuable of all 
Enjoyments. But when we give loofe Reins 
to our Paiiione and Affedions, and fufFer * 
them to carry us whithcrfoever they will 1 
when for gratifying our inordinate Defires, 
wc break through all the Ties which Con- 
fcience and Religion lay upon us to the Ex- 
ercife of Goodnefs, we do what vvill be ex- 
tremely inconvenient, and bring the greateft 
Mifery upon ourfelves. They who are at no 
pains to govern their Hearts, but follow all 
the Motions of their Paffions, without any 
regard to Confcience, and without ever con- 
fidering whether what they lead them to be 
right or wrong, may indeed have fome Plea- 
fures from their irregular and vicious Purfuit«i 
but can have none from them, which might 
I not 
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8 Ell M. not have been enjoyed by them in a higher 
IV. degree from the regular Exercife of their Af- 
^'^'^^'^^ fe<aions. There is a Meafure fixed by Na- 
ture for our Plcafures, beyond which if wc 
endeavour to procure them, we fliali certain- 
ly be difappointcd. The moderate and na- 
tural Gratification of our Senfes and Appe- 
tites is always agreeable and delightful to us ; 
but if we will raife and force our Appetites, or 
endeavour to plfcafe them in a^iforderly and 
unnatural way, the Gratification of them will 
ceafe to be agreeable, or it will be attended 
with more Uneafincfe than Pleafure. The 
Intemperate find this, in that Sottiflinefs and 
Stupidity, m thole Naufeatings and Difeafes, 
and untimely Deaths, which they frequently 
bring upon themfclvcs by their Riots and 
Dclxiuches j the Ambitious, in thofe cndlefs 
Cares which they muft be at to compafs their 
Defigns, and the (hocking Difappointments 
which they often meet with, when they 
have done all that they can to accompliih 
them ; the Covetous in that Anxiety and Dif- 
tradtion of Mind, which attends their eager 
purfuit of Wealth, and thit Vexation which 
they feel upon the leaft Diminution of their 
Fortunes; and the Revengeful, in that Im- 
patience, Fury, and Rage, which boil in 
their Breafb, and are not fo tormentii^ to 

their 
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their Adverfarics as to themfelves. But fup- Serm.. 
poling that thofe Perfons, who indulge their ^V. 
Paffions and Defires contrary to the Dircftions ""^^""^^^^ 
of Conicicnce and Religion, enjoyed all the 
PIcafurc which their vicious Purfuitsarccapablc 
of affording, without thefe grievous Abate- « 

ments ; yet, this would be no Compenfation 
for the lofs of the noble Pleafures, which flow 
from a generous, juft, and kind Temper, and 
from a truly pbus, upright, focial, and bene- 
ficent Courfe of Liie, which they muft be al- 
together, or in a great mcafure, ftrangers to; 
for that Infamy and Contempt which their 
Vices will fix upon them, among the wife and 
fober part of the World ; for the Reproaches 
and Condemnation of their own Confciences, 
and the Fears of a higher Judge, who will 
confirm the Sentence of their Confciences 
agsunflthem. The Condemnationof their own 
Hearts, and their Apprehenfions of a future 
Puniflimcnt, are enough to make them mi- 
ferable, if there was nothing elfe to difquiet 
them; nay, if they were poflefled of all the 
outward means of Happinefs and Enjoyment. 
The Confcioufnefs of Guilt is the moft grie- 
vous and infupportablc Evil that can be ; while 
it remains in the Mind, it is impoffible that 
wc can ever be fatisficd or eafy ; it is a Worm 
which corrupts all our Pleafures, and frequent- 
1 2 ly 
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Serm V throws Men into the mod difmal AgonicS, 
IV. and makes Life itfelf a Burthen to them. And 
' the Pain of it is rendered more intolerable by 
the fecret Sufpicion and Dread of a future 
Account and Reckoning, which for the moft 
part accompany guilty Refledions, and natu- 
rally arife from them. Wicked Men feel the 
extreme Torment of living in this ftate of Self- 
condemnation andTerrour of future Vengeancej 
and therefore they endeavour to get rid of it 
by Jftifling their Confciences, and banifhing 
away the Thoughts of Futurity, by engaging 
in a hiirry of Bufinefs, or immerfing them- 
felves in Pleafure ; by difguifing their Vices, or 
cloathing them, in their Imaginations, with Ap- 
pearances of innocent or good Qualities ; or 
by arguing themfelves into an Opinion, that 
there is no real difference between moral Good 
and Evil, and no fuch thing as a Life after 
this to be expe6led. And fome, it is certain, 
go a great length, in fupprcffing and corrupt- 
ing their Confciences, and hardning themfelves 
againft the Powers of the World to come. But 
tho' by this Means they relieve themfelves 
from fome prefent Pain and Suffering, yet, 
upon the Whole, they do not make their Cafe 
lefs miferable, but rather more fo ; for in pro- 
portion a^ they bear down and debauch their 
Confciences, they deprive themfelves of all 

moral 
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moral aiid focial Pleafures, which alone canSERM. 
make Life, foranyconfiderable time, comfort- IV. 
able or even defirable to us ; and as they throw ' — ^^^^^ 
off the Reftraints of Religion, and become in- 
fenfible to thefe Motives which God has pro- 
pofed for keeping them back from Vice, they 
fink the deeper into all kinds of Wickednefs, 
and at lad draw down upon themfelves the 
greater Ruin and Mifery. But it is not, I be- 
lieve, poflible for the worft of Men abfolutely 
to fupprefs or corrupt tlieir Confciences, and 
to be always free from their ftinging Accu- 
fations and tormenting Refledlions, and the 
Fears which they naturally fuggeft to them. 
They may, by a great deal of Art, for feme 
time lay them afleep, and forget that they 
are in any danger of Punifhment for their evil 
Deeds. But if they fhould fall into any great 
Adyerfity, that will probably awaken their 
Confciences, renew their Fears, and let loofe 
thoie Furies which are lodged in their Ereafls, 
with Viulcirce and Ra^ie aeainll them ; and 
cfpecialiy the near Approach ot Death will be 
apt to alarm them, and ^ivc them a moft 
lively Scnfe of their Condition, When they 
find that they muft leave tjiis World^ they 
will probably be too ferious to think any lon- 
ger of deluding themfelves j or, if tliey thouid 
ftill attempt that, their artificial ColQuiiiu.;s 
I J * and 
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SERM.and fceptical Cavils will then make but a 
IV. very faint Impreffion ; and when, befidc this, 

^■^^^^^^^ they will want all thofe Employments and Di- 
verfions, whith in the time of their Health 
and Profperity hindered them from reflcding, 
their Confciences will have leave to do their 
Office, and will not fail to accufe and chal- 
lenge them with great Severity for the Impie- 
ties and Vices of their Lives ; fo that they will 
not have any joyful Refledtions, or comfort- 
able Hopes at the Time when they will 
ftand moft in need of fuch Supports. No- 
thing will be then in their Minds, but dark 
and gloomy Apprehenfions, and perhaps the 
bittereft Remorfe, Anguifti, and Defpair; 
which niuft certainly render them as wretched 
as it is almoft poffible to conceive they can 
be. So that it appears moft evidentiy, that 
our Happinefs is to be fecured only by keeping 
our Hearts^ or by the good Government pf 
all our Paffions and AiFedtions. 

III. I (hall lay down fomc Rules to dircA 
and affift us in keeping or governing our 
Hearts. 

I. Since the Keeping of the Heart confifts 
in having all the other Principles in the Mind, 
in fubjeflion to tlic higheft one of Confcience^ 
that this may always govern them aright, and 

never 
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never through any miftakcn or partial Ap-SLcRM* 
pearances of Good, engage us in fuch Purfuits IV, 
as are abfolutely evil, it is very neceffary that 
we acquire juft Notions of the Perfedions of 
the Deity and fteadily attend to them, and 
get a juft View of the true Interefts of all 
' who are any way affected by our Conduct ; 
and that we carefuHy confides the Nature and 
Tendency of our Aftions, whether they are 
really agreeable to the Perfeflions and the 
Will of God, and likely to produce the moft 
confiderable Happinefs which we are capable 
of being the Authors of to Mankind. In- - 
deed Perfons of plain honeft Minds, and whp 
are engiiged only in the common Affairs of 
Life, need not rcafon or deliberate much 
about their ading ; the good and juft part 
will almoft always appear to them at the firft 
View ; their Confciences, without any long 
Coniideration, will lead them to fuch a Con. 
duft, as will ftill be approved both by them- 
felves, and all wife and impartial Obfervers. 
So that the beft Advice that can be given to 
thetn is that delivered by one of the Hebrew 
Wife-Men> In every good Work trufi thy own ^ 
Soul', for this is the keeping of the Com- x^xii. 23. 
mandments. But fince few are fo happy as 
pot to be fome way influenced by Superfti- 
tion or Enthufiafm in mattters of Religion, 
I 4 by 
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SERM.by Party-Zeal, or fomc other evil Paffions, 
IV 9 or. at leaft by a confufed irregular Imagi* 

^^'^^'^^ nation, which often hide the Deformity of 
many Pradice^, which are really bad, from 
their Confciences, and repreient them to them 
jiof only as innocent, but virtuous; and fince 
in many Cafes which will occur to us, if wc 
have any great Affairs to conduft in the 
World, it will be difficult to difcern the juft 
Limits of Virtue and Goodnefs, however up- 
right and unbyaflcd our . Minds may be ; it 
will be neceflary to proceed with great De- 

- sj liberation, and to ufe our Reafon impartially, 
|n examining whether the general Tenoiir of 
our Condudt, and particularly the Determina-r 
tions which wfe . come to b any difficult and 
intricate Cafes, are fuch as will be pleafing 
to a wife and good Deity, and conducive to 
the Good and Happinefs of Mankind, which 
the Confciences of all, even of thofe who are 
moft corrupted, whenever they refle(ft at all, 
niuft above all things approve and recommend. 
This alone can defend us againft the Power of 
fuperftitious and enthufiaftick Notions, againft 
the Influence of evil Paffions, and a delud- 
ing Imagination, and prevent our running in- 
to many Miftakes in our Converfation in the 
World. And if we will faithfully employ the 
Reafon with which God has endowed us, in 

comparing 
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comparing our Behaviour with what the in- S e r m. 
ward Convidion and Senfe of our Minds, and I^- 
Jikewife the Declarations of God in that Re- ^"^"^^^^^ 
yeiation which he has given us, reprefent to , 
us as the Sum of all Religion and Virtue, 
and the principal End of our A<ftions, that is, 
the exprefling our fincere and fervent Love 
to God, and to Mankind 3 we fhall perhaps 
foon find that many of thofe things, which 
we are exceedingly zealous for,, under the 
pretenccof honouring andfervingGod, can ne- 
ver be proper Expreffions of our Refped and 
Ix)vc to him, becaufe they arc entirely dis- 
agreeable to his Nature, and can be acceptable 
only to a weak or cruel Being 5 . and that 
many Adions which we may much value in 
ourieives, becaufe they are rafhly conceived 
to flow from a Senfe of Honour, Fortitude, 
Generofity, Gallantry of Spirit, and other 
admired and ufeful Qualities, are very perni- 
cious to the Publick, and occafion great Con- 
fufion and Mifery in the World, and there- 
fore can have no rccil Worth and Virtue in 
them at all. Thus, by calm and impartial 
Confideration, we fhall be able to take a View 
of our Adtions according to their true Nature; 
and when many of them, which are really evil, 
are ftripped of thofe Appearances of Sanftlty, 
Religion, Virtue, ^nd Honour, under which 

they 
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S E R M . they ufually prefcntcd thcmfelves toour Minds^ 
IV. our Confcicnccs will deteft them, and never 

^^^^ ^ fufFer us with any Peace to do them again. 
And certainly it will be a very criminal Omif- 
£on in us, not to employ our Reafon for this 
nobleft Purpofc for which it was given us, 
the difcovering the beft Methods of pleaiing 
God, and of doing good in the World : Be* 
fides the Neglcfl: of this will be attended 
with great Inconvenience to ourfelves ; for 
whether we will or no, we fhall many times 
be obliged to confider and refie£):, and come 
to fee our Errors and Follies, which muft 
necefifarily be the Occafion of bitter Sorrow 
and Repentance to us. 

2. That we may keep our Hearisy it will 
be neceflary to watch narrowly all our Faffions 
and AfFedions, which are apt to rebel againft 
our Confciences, and to check every Motion 
of them towards that which is evil. It is not 
perhaps always in our power, to hinder (bme 
irregular Defires and Inclinations from arifing 
in us : But we may certainly refufe to comply 
with them, or indulge them. And in this 
the great Security of our Virtue lies. Fw 
when we begin to tamper with vicious Incli* 
nations, and give way to them in fome mca- 
fure, it is hard to fay when they will flop, and 
whither they will carry us. Nothing can be 

more 
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more foolifli than to imagine that we fliall be Sejim. 
able to fin with great Coolnefs and 'Difcretipn, IV. 
that we may hdd in the Reins, and fet bounds '^^^V^^ 
to our Paffions as we pleafe, that we may fay 
to them, as the Almighty is reprefented fay- 
ing to theSca^ Hitherto you Jhall come^ bm f:o}ob 
farther. It is certain, that every Gratification ^^^*"" 
of our evil AflTeftions adds new Strength and 
Vigour to them j and it is not improbable, 
that after we have for fome confiderable time 
indulged them, they will get the maftery over 
us, and become too hard for all the Remon- 
ftrances of our Confciences, and all the pains 
that can be taken to fubdue them. All of us 
perhaps may know fome Inftances of Pei fons, 
who from fetting out with great Reludance 
and Fearfiilnefs in a courfeof Vice, have come 
to be Monfters in Wickednefs; who have gone 
far in rooting out of their Hearts that Senfe of 
Virtue and Modefty which is natural to Men, 
and whofe Recovery is almofl: to be defpaired 
of. So thatthewifeft Method which Men can 
take for governing their Hearts, is to refift the 
Beginnmgs of Vice, and the very firft Tenden- 
cy towards it in themfelves, and to bear down 
every evil Inclination as foon as it is perceived, 
which may be done without any great dif- 
ficulty. But if we have been fo unhappy as 
to have fufifered vicious PafiHoQS already to 

grow 
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S E R M. grow upon us ; the Remedy which is left to us 
IV. in this cafe, is with great Refolution to oppofe 

V^'^^iheir farther Progrefs, and to do all we can to 
crofs and break them \ to avoid as much as is 
pbffible every Opportunity of gratifying them, 
to guard againft all Temptations to comply 
with them, and if they take their rife from 
our bodily Conftitutions, to withdraw thofe 
Reauits and Nourifhments which are apt to 
inflame our Appetites, and to deny ourfelvea 
fome external Gratifications, which in other 
Circumftances we mightfreely allow our/elves 
. to partake of. And to make us more refblute 
and careful in this matter, it will be ufeful to 
irajM-cfs upon our Minds a deep Senfe of the 
great Calamities, to which we muft be una- 
voidably expofed from a diforderly ftate of our 
Hearts, and our being enflaved to any vicious 
Affed:ions. A lively Perception of our Mifery 
and Danger on this account will be the 
moft likely means toroufe us cffedliAally, and 
to make us exert ourutmoft Abilities to reform 
our Hearts, and to get free from our Corrup- 
tions. 

' 3. Laftly, To all the other Means which 
we make ufe of for keeping our Heart s^ let 
us not negle(ft to add our earneft Prayers to 

Jam 1.5. God, that he who ^/w/A Wijdom liberally to 
all that ajkit^ would teach us how to rule all 

our 
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Our Paffions and AfFcdions ^ that he would S e kM. 
endow us with fuch a Portion of his Holy Spi- IV. 
rit, which is promifed under the Difpenlation ^-^^*^^ 
of the Gofpel) as will enable us in all Cafes to 
difccm what is good, and bring all our inward 
Sentiments and Difpofitions into obedience to 
the Law of our Minds and Confciences ; as ' 
will make us mortify the Deeds of the Body^ 
and walk in the Spirit^ and abound in all 
his Fruits, which arc in all Goodnefs^ Rigbte^ Ejh.r. 9. 
oufnefs and Truth. 
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SERMON V. 

The Spiritud and true Worfliip of 
, . God. 



John IV. 24. 

God is a Spirit ^ and they that worjhip him, 
mujl worjhip him in Spirit and in Truth. 

THERE is hardly any Principle of 
Religion which has been more uni- 
vcrfally acknowledged by Mankind, 
than that God is to be worfliipped by his rati- 
onal Creatuits ; and yet in nothing have they 
been more apt to run into Miflakes, than in 
their Notions of that Worship which is to be 
offered to him, and the proper Methods of 
cxprefling the Refped and Devotion of their 
Minds towards him. If we look into the various 
parts of the World, we fhall find fomc Forms of 
Religion, fome Rites and Modesof divine Wor- 
ship every where prevailing j but if wc (hould 

enquire 
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enquire into the Grounds and Reafons of tbde S e rm. 
religious Forms and Rites, k would not be V. 
poffible to fix upon any that could juftify or ^^^^^ 
recommend the far greater part of them to 
a wife Man ; but they would aimoft all ap« 
pear to be unworthy of that Being, for whoiis 
Honour they are faid to have been inftituted, 
and inftead of doing good to the Perfons who 
oblerve and ufe them, to have often a fatal 
Influence in corrupting their Hearts, and lead- 
ing them to a great deal of Wickedneis and 
Immorality in the courie of their Lives. 
It is therefcH-e a matter of great NeceHity and 
Importance tocorred the falfe Appreheniionsr 
of Men concerning Religion or the true Wor- 
Ihip of God, and to give them juft Notions 
with reiped: to this Point : Without this, 
there can be no flich thing as a rational Piety 
exercifed by them^ nor will the Principles of 
their Religion be of any ufe to them in dif. 
charging the moral and fecial Duties of Life ; 
but will very probably, on the contrary, un- 
dermine the Foundations of HoneAy and 
Goodnefs, which are naturally laid in their 
Minds, and under the plaufible Appearance of 
Devotion, reconcile them in fome meafure to 
Anions which are pcrfcdtly inconfiftcnt with 
die Principles of all true Religion and Huma- 
nity. 

f Our 
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Serm* Our Saviour, in the Words which I have 
V. read, has given us, in general, an Account of 

^-^^"'^'^^that Worftiip which is to be offered to the 
Deity, and has withal laid down the Foun- 
dation upon which it flands : And becaufe a 
jufl Notion of the true Ground or Reafon 
q£ that kind of Worfhip which is to be pre- 
iented to the fupreme Being, will lead us to 
a more eafy and clear Conception of the 
thing itfelf, I fhall begin with the Confide- 
ration of that, which is the fpiritual Nature 
of God. God is a Spirit^ fays our Saviour, 
and they that worjhip bim^ muji uorjhip him 
in Spirit and in Truth. 

When our Saviour here tells us that Godii 
a Spirit J he means, that he is a Being entirely 
feparated from Matter or Body, and all its 
Properties and AfFedtions ; that he is a pure 
Mind, and pofTefled of the moft excellent 
Powers and Perfedions which belong to that 
kind of Beings. It is fomewhat difficult, I 
believe, for Perfons of low Underftandings, 
who are unaccuftomed to abftradl Refledions, 
and who have taken in the greatcft part of 
their Knowledge by the external Senfes em- 
ployed upon the grofs Objeds which arc 
daily before them, to raife their Minds to 
an Apprehenfion of the Exiftence of immc- 

tcrial 
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terial invifiblc Subftances : But that there Serm* 
are really fuch Subftances, particularly that V* 
the Supreme Being is fuch> is a thing that is ^"^^^^^ 
capable of the dcareft Proof, and will not be 
called in queftion by any who upon rational 
Grounds acknowledge the Exiftence of God.' 
It is not indeed In the power of the wifeft 
and moft knowing, to dedare what the Na- 
ture of an immaterial Being, or of a Spirit is j 
and as little can they tell what the Subftance 
is of any common piece of Matter, which is 
every day feen and touched by them : But as 
notwithilanding our Unacquaintednefs with 
the Effence of material ObjeftSi we are not 
only fure of their ExiftcncCj but alfo know 
many of their Qualities and Properties j fo in 
like manner, though we are ignorant of the 
Nature of Spirits, yet from their undeniabld 
Operations and EfFeds, we may both be con- 
vinced that fuch Beings exift, and hdve a no-^ 
tion of feveral of the Faculties and Proper- 
ties which . belong to thera. Not only thd 
Exiftence, but many of the Attributes and 
Perfedions of the infinite eternal Spirit, the 
Father of all other Spirits, and Fountain of 
all their Perfeftions, may be difcerned in thd 
various parts of the Univerfe which he has^ 
made, and which he ftill fuftains and governs { 
But of all the Works of God which come 
Vol; I. K any 
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S £ R M. any way withmourOb&rvation>that which will 
' V. bcft enable us to form juft and'truc Thoughts 

^^■^"V^^ of the Powers and Properties of his Nature, 
is the Soul or Spirit of Man, which is of a 
qiiite different nature from the Body, and 
is in a peculiar manner the Qff-fpring of God, 
upon which he has imprefied, in fomc pro* 
portiori, an Image of his own Excellencies. 
Now when wc refleft feriouily upon our own 
Minds, we perceive them to be the Sub* 
jedt of various Pow crs and AfiedHons ; the 
chief of whidi are the Underftanding, or i 
Power of apprehending and knowing thingsi 
a Senfe of Good and Evil in the Affections 
and Actions of rational Agents ^ aiid a Piipo* 
iition of Benevolence, or an Indination to 
communicate Happine^. Theie are the 
higheft Faculties, and moft noble Accom- 
pliihments which belong to our Minds -, and 
from a View of thefe Spiritual Perfedions in 
ourfelvcs, we may arrive at fomc notion of 
the Perfections of other Spirits, and^cvenof 
the infinite Divine Spirit himfelf. It muil 
however be always remembered by us, be- 
fore we judge of the Perfiections of the Di- 
vine Mind from thofe that wc perceive to 
be in our own, that the higheft Accompliih* 
ments which belong to us, are at heft but 
very faint Refemblances of his infinite Ex* 

celleDcies, 
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cdlendeS) which contain every thing that is S £ r m^ 
valuable and lovely in us in the mod; per«* V% 
feet manna* that can be, free of all Defects, w^^v^nj 
and without a poflibility of being blemifhed 
or corrupted by any oppofite Qualities, ^o 
that we muft feparate from our Notions of 
the Divine Atb-ibutes and Properties, all thofe 
things^ which however they may be accoun* 
ted Padfections and Virtues in us, do yet in 
reality argue the Imperfection of our Beings^ 
and are only Coniequences from the frail State 
of our Nature and our limited Faculties ; and 
mufl ful^itute what is moft perfect in our 
own Minds, its the Foundation upon which 
we judgp of the Properties of the fupreme 
Mind, and after that mull allow for the in-* 
finite Diiproportion^ as to the Degree aiid Mode 
cf them, between his Perfections and ours; 
Thus then, when we afcribe Intelligence or 
Knowledge, which is one of the great Ex* 
cellencies of our Nature, to the Deity ; ' this 
canaot be fuppofed to have any Affinity to 
that f<Ht of Knowledge which is intromitted 
to our, Minds by the external Organs ; nor yet 
to that rational Knowledge tvhich we obtain 
gradually, by the help of intermediate Ideas, 
and the flow and tedious ProcefTes of the dif- 
cariive Faculty ; but mufl be underflood to be 
2 clear, full, and immediate intuition of all 
K'2 thmgs^ 
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Se r m. things, which Icavesno room for any Ignorance 
V. or Deception, and which is not attended with 

^^^^'^^^^ the leaft Pain or Labour ; of which the 
Knowledge that we have of what are called 
firft Principles, or felf-evident Truths, has 
fome refemblance. In like manner, when 
we fpeak of a Senfe of moral Goodnefs, or 
an Approbation of Virtue as a Property in- 
herent in the Divine Mind j this muft be con- 
ceived to be fomething infinitely more ftrong 
and lively than any thing that we have ever 
experienced in ourfelves, to bean incorruptible 
and never- failing Fountain of all Purity and 
Holinefs, which moft freely and invariably 
determines the Deity to do every thing that 
is right, and fecurcs him againft a Poffibility 
of the contrary ; which gives him the higheft 
Relifli of his own Excellencies, and makes 
him take delight in the Virtue and good 
Condudl of his rational Creatures, and nc- 
ceffarily and indifpenfably to require from 
them a Purity of Heart and of Convcirfation ; 
to which our Perception and Relifh of Vir- 
tue, when it is found in any high degree 
in ourfelves, and our Approbation of it in 
Perfons of eminent and diftinguifhed Charac- 
ters, bear fome Analogy, And fo likcwife, j 
when we fuppofe a Difpofition of Goodnefs, 
which is one of the greatcft Ornaments of our 

Minds, 
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Minds, to be a Perfedion of the Divine Mind ; S e r m. 
this muft be confidercd as a Principle infi- V. 
nitely ftrong and difiuiive, calm and fieady, 
which is never to be exhaufted, which is al- 
ways eMrting itfclf for producing the grea- 
tefl and moft extenfive Happinefs of the 
Creation, according to the Scope which the 
infinite Knowledge and unbounded Power of 
the Deity give it, without being at any 
time counteraded or limited by Caprice, En- 
vy, Revenge, or by Jiny of thofe more jufti- 
fiable Aficdions, which too often interrupt the 
Exercife of our Benevolence, or too much 
contrad it and render the Efiedts of it very 
infignificant ; to which, however, the calm 
undifturbed Defires of the general Happinefs 
of the World, which prevail in our Minds, 
in fome of our heft Tempers, are fome way 
corrcfpondent. Thus by confidering what is 
moft excellent in the Conftitution of our 
own Spirits, and abftrading that from the 
Defeats and Weaknefles of them, we may 
frame the jufteft Notion that we can have 
of the Properties of the fupreme infinite Spi- 
rit, and know that he is a Being moft inttUi- 
gent and wife, of abfolute Purity, and perfect 
Goodnefs 5 that he pofl!efl!es thefe Perfcdions 
without all Allays, and adls fteadily and uni- 
formly under the Influence of them 3 that 
K 3 ho 
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SERM.he can do nothing but what thefe Principles 
dired: him to, and approves of nothing in his 
Creatures, but what is agreeable to the Ho- 
linefs of his Nature, and the Ends of his Wif* 
dom and Goodnefs in creating them* 

Having thus confidered what is to be un-' 
derftood by the fpiritual Nature of God, 
which our Saviour lays as the Foundation of 
the Worfliip Vhich is to be oiFcrcd to him 5 
J (hall next confider the Account which 
he gives of that Worfhip itfelf, which is^^ 
that it is to be performed in Spirit and in 
Truth. To worftiip God in Spirit^ is to Wor- 
fhip him with the Mind and Heart, with 
the Underftanding and Affections, with the 
feveral Powers and good Difpofitions which 
dre implanted in the Soul : More particu* 
larly, it is to have an inward ConvidtioH 
and Belief of his Exiflence, an Eftecm and 
Love of his Perfcdions, a grateful Scnfe of 
hisPavours, Truft in his Providence, CX)e- 
dience and Submiffion of Mind to his Will, 
and a Difpofition to imitate his Nature, and 
to form ourfelves according to the Example 
of his Purity, Equity and Goodnefs in oor 
whole Converfation and Behaviour in tht 
Worid, This is to worihip God in Spirit, 
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m oppofition to our rendering him a /ervice Serm. 
merely external and bodily, confifting of V. 
empty Forms, of Obfervances and Cere- ''"''^'^^^^^ 
monies which have not any Life or Virtue 
in them. And to worfhip him $n Truths is 
to worfhip him with real and fubftantial Vir- 
tue, with thofe Difpofitions and Actions which 
have an intrinfick and iblid Goodnefs in 
them, which are naturally amiable and at- 
traftive of the Approbation and Love of 
Men, independently of pofitive Inftitution» 
and of Fancy, and all the particular Cuftoms 
and Ufegcs of the World: Such as Reve- 
rence» Gratitiuie, Love, and Submi/Iion to 
God, and the. Exercife of Purity, Juftice, 
and Charity towards Men, in obedience to 
the Will of God, and in conformity to his 
Example. This is the true Worftiip which 
God requires, and which is infinitely more 
valuable in his Eftimation than all the pom- 
pous and coftly Shews of Devotion, which 
fo much affe<% the Imaginations of weak; 
Men, which however have nothing of fo* 
lid worth in them, and which for the moft 
part are very improper Exprcflions of thofe 
Difpofitions and Affcdtions, which arc the 
Life and Soul of all true Piety and Devo- 
tion, 

K 4 That 
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Serm. That this is the meaning of woribipping 
V- God in Spirit and in Truthy is fufficiently 

^""^^^^^^^^ plain from the natural Force and common 
Signification of thefe Phrafcs, and is hefidcs 
further evident fi-om the Occafion and Defign 
of our Saviour's Words: He was here engaged 
in a Converfation with a Woman of Samaria^ 
who having perceived from his Difcourfe that 
he was a Prophet, immediately defired hi$ 
Opinion in the grand Queftion debated be- 
tween the Jews and the Samaritans^ concern- 
ing the privileged Place of offering Sacrifice, 
and celebrating the other parts of divine Wor- 
fliip; for which Circumftance the People of 
both Nations expreflfed a mvch greater Zeal, 
than for offeringa rational and acceptable Wor* 
ihiptothe Deity in the Places which they con- 
fecrated to his Service. To redify therefore 
the falfe Notions which they entertained io 
tEis Point, our Saviour intimates to the Wo* 
man, that though the Jews did indeed main-^ 
tain the right fide of the Queftion* in debate, 
yet the whole Matter qf it was of a very trivi- 
al nature, in comparifon of another thing 
which was not at all attended to by thenij the 
true Nature of that Worfhip which is to be 
prefentcd to God, Both the Je^s and the 
Samaritans vfttc remarkable, for what in-- 
d??d has been too much the common Weak- 
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nefs of Mankind, anexceffive Fondncfs for aSERM. 
pompous and ceremonious Devotion, and the V, 
laying a mighty ilrefs on the external Forms, ^-^^"^ 
Modes, and Circumftances of divine Worfhip; 
while they had no juft Senfe of that Religion 
which is feated in the Heart ; confiding in pure 
Aflfaaions, in Innocence and Integrity of 
Mind, in Sobriety, Righteouihefs and Chari- 
ty. This, however, our Lord declares, vas 
the Worfliip of God that was chiefly to be re- 
garded by them, eipecially as the Diipenfa- 
tion of the Gofpel was then opened, and the 
time was at hand when the whole Frame of 
the external ceremonious Service appointed to 
the Jews was to be removed 3 when Religion 
was to be reftored to the original Simplicity of 
Nature, and to be encumbered with no Rites 
which have a tendency to diflradt or engrofs 
the Mind -, when the Father of all things ex- 
pected, that all who pretend to worfhip him 
ihould render to him a reafonable and manly 
Service, in which their higheft and moft no- 
ble Faculties are to be employed, made up 
of foroething better than vain Notions, life- 
lefe Forms, and a Zeal about the Rituals and 
Circumftances of his Worihip, even of a hear- 
ty Veneration and Love of him, of an en- 
tire Obedience and Subjedion of Sgul to hi$ 

'Will, 
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Sbrm.WiU, and con&quentlj of Purity, Truth, 
V. Juftice, Charity, and every moral Virtue* 

^•^^^^^^ Now the Propriety of rendering this kind 
of Service to the Deity, will beeafily perceived 
by any who reflet upon hie Nature : He is a 
pure and perfect Spirit; he am therefore de- 
light in no other than a fpiritual Worihip> 
nor will he receive any Homage at the hands 
of Men, but the iincere Devotbn of the Soul, 
the Virtues and good Affections of a truly ho- 
nefl Heart. It would be moft abfurd, to lup- 
pofe that the Almighty, who has nothing in 
him like the bodily Senfes, the Imagination, 
and the Paflions of Mankind, can ever be af- 
fected with the Objects, which by means of 
thefe lower and more imperfect parts of our 
Conftitution, have fo great an eflFect upon 
weak Mortals ; fuch as Shews and Sounds, 
ProcefBons and Proflrations, Penances and 
Aufterities, Temples and Sacrifices, Comple- 
ments and Appiaufes, Thefe are things which 
at beft he muil think very meanly of, and 
which he muft greatly defpife and abhor, if 
prefented to him by his Worfhippers, as they 
too often arc, as Equivalents for a virtuous 
Mind. Every wife and generouHy-mindcd 
Man, can fee the Vanity and Folly of thofe 
external Solemnities in Religion, which are 
fo much the Amufement of the Vulgar, 

without 
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without contriboting any thmgto their Im>SsitM4 
{MTOvement in true Piety and Virtue, and has V. 
an Eftccm for nothing but the honeft Difpo-^^^ "^ 
fitbna and morally good Qiialities of the 
Heart: How much more then will the Dcity^ 
who has an inifinitely truer and more generous 
Senie of things than the wiieft and beft of 
Men» and has withal the greateft Goodnefsi 
difregard the vain and uielefs Services^ by 
which unthinking Mortals fondly endeavour 
to pleafe him^ and value them only fat offer- 
ing him an uncorrupted and pure Mind, filled 
with all the Virtues which are intrinfically 
good, and which tend to their own Dignity 
and Happinefs. Thefe are the things which 
are adapted to his Nature, and agreeable to 
his Perfe^^ons, and which he always approves 
and reli0ies« Thefe alone make up that Wor^ 
ihip, which is worthy of his Acceptance. 

I (hall conclude with fome Obfervationsi 
which will properly arife upon this Subje<lt« 

I. We muft here take notice, that it does 
not follow from any thing that has been iaid^ 
that an external Worfhip is to be altogether 
negleded, or to be abolifhed by Mankind* 
This is a Caution which is neceilary to bein^ 
topoied, not only againft the fond Conceits 
of ibme ISnthufiafts, who pretendmg to \m 
AtU of a pore fplritual l^ht, and feeling, as 

they 
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Serm. they fancy, a fublime rapturous Devotion in 
V. their Souls, have exprefled a great Contempt 
'for a Church, a Miniftry, and Ordinances as 
very pitiful and beggarly things, far below the 
regard of any who afpire to the true Height 
and Perfection of Chriftianity ; but likewife 
againft the Opinion of others, who upon more 
fober and cool Ptinciples declare againft an ex- 
ternal Worfhip, who confider Religion as a 
divine Principle or Philofoj^ in the Mind, 
which is both to preferve a right Temper to- 
wards God, and to influence Men in perform- 
ing the Duties of an honeft and focial Life, 
and which is to be cultivated and improved by 
Reflection and Meditation, but is not to be 
cxpreflTed in any outward Forms of De^votion, 
or in any ftated Adts of Worfliip ; which, as 
dicy think, have almoft always degenerated 
into Superftition, and are liable to great Abufe 
through the cunning of interefted Men, to 
whom the Management of fuch matters is 
chiefly committed. This Scheme, how plau- 
fible focver it may look to fome, is by no 
means adapted to the ftate of human Nature, 
nor calculated for the general Ufe and Benefit 
of Mankind : If it fhould be allowed, that 
Perfohs who are very contemplative and much 
converfant in divine and moral Subjeds, may 
poffibly find a conftant Spring ofGoodnefs 

in 
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in their own Thoughts and RcflciSions, with. S e r m; 
out an Attachment to external Forms, and . V. 
without praftifing what are commonly called ^^'^^'''^' 
the inftnimental Duties of Piety, yet what' is 
this to the Cafe of the Generality ? The main 
Body of Men, certainly. Hand in need of all 
the Helps that can be given them, both for 
forming in their Minds a true and adequate 
Notionof their Duty, and for engaging their 
Hearts and Wills to the love and pradlice of 
it; among which. Forms of Devotion, and 
poiitive Liftitutions of Religion, if wifely or* 
dered and ufed, will probably have the greats 
eft Efficacy ; becaufe thefe are naturally apt 
to fix the Impreffions of Religion deep in the 
Mind, by engaging the whole Attention of 
Men, and bringing them under the moft im* 
mediate and feniible Influence of the divine 
Prcfence and Perfedions : And therefore we 
find there Jias hardly been any Religion in the 
World, not excepting thofe of divine Infti- 
tution, which has not had fome inftrumental 
Duties, and fome pofitive Rites annexed to it. 
Even the Chriftian Inftitution itfelf, notwith- 
ftanding the great Simplicity of it, requires us 
not only to oflfer Prayers and 1 hankfgiviugs 
both privately and publickly to Almighty God, 
but likewife to attend to certain Rites and 
Ufages, which are plainly defigned, and natu- 
Z rally 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



I4i tbejpiritual dnd trUe Worjtip of God. 

S E R M.rally fitted for nlifing the Minds^ and ftrength* 
V. nmg the AfTeAions of weak Men^ in tfai 

^•^^^^^^^ contemplaticMi and purfuit of Virtue, and 
which, whenobferved according to the mani<- 
feft and true Intention of them, have always 
a happy Influence to thefe purpdfes. 1£ thefe 
things are turned into Superftition, let fuch an 
Abufe of them be removed, and Precaudona 
taken againft it for the future : If Men mif^ 
take the Nature and Defign c^them^ if they 
imagine that any SanAity or Religion can con« 
iift in mere outward A^ if they afcribe a 
greater Efficacy to thefe than the reafbn of 
things will allow of ; if they do not confider 
external Duties to be inftituted, not for the 
fake of Almighty God, who is not to be afl 
ftGteA or moved by them, but for their own, 
as condefcenfions and helps to their Infirmities, 
and as means to bring them mweeafflytothe 
pradtice of niorat Goodnefs ; and if they do 
not, in the ufe of theie means, endeavour to 
attain to that great End of Religion, let their 
Miftakes and Errors in thefe PoiaCa be fiitfy 
expofed and corrected : But to aboliih and 
take away entirely an external Wor(hip, be* 
caufe Religion may poifibly, in fome InAan« 
ces, fubfift widiout it, and becaufe it is liable 
to fome Abufe, would be jufi: as wife aa to de- 
prive Men of the Ufe and Enjoyment of tboft 

2 things 
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things which are generally neceilary for theSERM. 
Prefervation and Support of Li&, becaufe ibn^e V. 
few of ftronger Conftitiitions can live without ^^^^V'^ 
theoiy and becaufe the things which are natu^ 
rally intended for the benefit of Life, are 
<rften, through die Folly of Mankind, turned 
to its deftrudion* It may be very well ex* . 
peded, that even thofe Perfons, if any fuch 
there are, who have always fuch a fublime 
Notion^ and (uch a generous Senfe of Virtue 
in their Minds, as is fufficient to keep them 
true to the Caufe^ and fteady in the pradke 
of it, without the aid of the infbumentai 
Dudes c^ Religion, (hould, nocwithftanding 
thek Superiority, have ib much Confideration 
offSM Defe£toand Weakne^ of odiers, and 
(b erach Compaffion and Humanity towards 
them, as to countenance and encourage by 
dieir Example an Attendance upon the Duties 
of external Worfliip, which is a thing very 
evidently i^kukted for the general Good, and 
adually attended with very beneficial Confe^ 
quences to a great part of Mankind. 

2* From what has been faid, we may fee 
the inconfiflency of a vain irifiing Frame of 
Mind, with an acceptable Performance of the 
Duties of Devotion and Dwine Worihip. It 
is an efilential Qt^ificadon of the true Wor- 
fliip of God, that jt be performed in Spirit 

and 
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S£rM. and in Truth, which muft at the leaft imjply 
V. that the Mind and Heart are to be ferioufly 
^^^^^^^and aiFedlbnateiy employed in it Wh^ 
then can be thought of that Worfhip of God, 
which confiAs merely in Men's reforting to 
the places fet a-part for his Service, and, ac- 
cording to the Expreffions of the Prophets, 
Ifiu XXIX. in drawing near to them with their Lips ; in 
E%k. fitting hejore him as Us Pecpie^ and Jhewing 
^^^'S^^mucb Love mth their Mouths^ while their 
Hearts are at a diftance from him, and per^ 
haps their Countenance apd Carriage fhew 
them to be altogether inattentive and difaf*- 
fefted to what they pretend to be about. 
This, furely, is not to worship God, but fa 
affront and abufe him, and to exprefs fuch 
Mockery and Contempt of him as would be 
accounted intolerable in any Man with refpedl 
tp his Superiour m this World, If there be 
ever occafiou for SerioufneTs and Recollec«* 
tion of Mind, for Gravity and Decency of 
Behaviour, for Livelinefs and Intenfeneis of 
AfFedion, it muft certainly be, when wead* 
drefs ourfelves to, and profefs to worftiip the 
great God of Heaven and Earth, with whom 
it infinitely concerns us to deal fincerely, and 
who \a every way worthy of our flrongeft 
Ecdus, ^d beft Affcdions. IVhen you glorify the 
*^*- 30- Lordy fays the Son o£ S/rach^ exalt him as 

much 
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$tmcb as you can ; for even yet will be far ex-SER m. 
€eed : And when you exalt hm^ put forth all V* 
ymr Strength^ and be not weary \ for you can 
newr go far enough. I know that fome Per- 
fons, by putting on an unnatutal Solemnity, 
and by a ftrained Formality in the Exercife of 
their Devotion, have helped to bring all feri- 
ous Appearances in the Worfhip of God into 
contempt ; but certainly a fmall degree of 
Difcretbn may reftrain a Man from every 
thing that is really ofTeniive on this hand, 
without running into the other Extreme of 
turning the ferious Exerciie of Piety and Re- 
ligion into a Jeft \ which, it is to be feared, 
is become too much a prevailing Humour and 
Faihion ; it feeming to be a piece of Form 
with many, to fhew themfelves, at certain 
times, in the Churches and Aflemblies of 
ChriAians, who yet look upon it as a mean 
thing, and unbecoming their Characters, to 
join with any figns of inward Devotion in the 
Services which are perfornpied there. This 
Pradice, however it may appear to the Per- 
fons who are guilty of it, is really monftrous, 
and mud be fhocking to fober and confiderate 
Men 3 as it diicovers a Mind not only void of 
fome of the nobleft AfFedions which belong 
to our Nature, but difpofed to ufe a moil bold 
and prefumptuous Freedom with the moft 
Vol. I, L excel- 
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S E R M. excellent and the greateft of all Beings, wha 
V. according to the moft natural and obvious 

^■^^"^'^^ Dictates of Reafon and Confciencc, is to be 
treated by all Mankind, with all imaginable 
Reverence, Submiffion, and Humility, 

3. We may obfervc how ncceflary and 
ufeful right Notions of the Nature of God arc, 
in order to our offering a true and acceptable 
Worfhip to him. This Remark naturally a- 
rifes from our Saviour's laying the Foundation 
of a rational and acceptable Devotion in a Con- 
fideration of the Spirituality of God, or in juft 
Conceptions of him as a pure and pcrftd 
Mind : And certainly both our Reafon and 
Experience may convince us, that a trac way 
of thinking concerning him, as a Being far 
above all material Impreflions, as poffefGng the 
higheft fpiritual Perfedions, and as being con- 
flantly guided and governed by the Diiflates of 
perfedl Wifdom, Purity, and Goodnefs, mufl 
naturally lead us to ferve and worfhip him with 
fuch Affedlions and Adions as are intriniical- 
ly worthy and good, with Reverence, Gra- 
titude, and Love, with Obedience and Sub- 
miffion of Mind, with Integrity and Goodnefi 
in our whole Converfatioh : Whereas on the 
contrary, falfe Notions of God, the bringing 
him too much down in our Imaginations to a 
level with Mankind, the reprefenting him 

under 
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Uhder fenfible Images, and the vefling himSERM. 
with the Weakneffcs and Paflions of the hu- ^* 
man Nature, have always a tendency to betray 
Men into a flupid Idolatry, or into a mean, 
timorous, and abje<St Superftition, which is for 
the moft part attended with a great Corrupt- 
tion of Heart, and a wtakning of all the Ob- 
ligations both of Piety and Humanity* We 
need not go to the Heathen Nations for In-^ 
ftances to confirm the truth of this Obfervati'* 
on i there are many undeniable Examples to 
this purpofe, among thofe who have had the 
Advantages of revealed Religion* It is, there«- 
fore, of great moment to guard Men againft 
all grofs and low Conceptions of the Deity, 
and every thing that is apt to raife fuch Con- 
ceptions of him in them : For this reafon, as 
well as for the Indignity which it offers to the 
divine Majcfly, the ufe of Images in the Wor- 
/hip erf" God is ftridlly prohibited 5 for as the 
weak and unthmking part of Mankind, have 
been ufually very fond of this, fo it has never 
failed to beget in them difhonourable Thoughts 
of God, and to be a great means ofcheriftiing 
and increafing their Superftition, and draw- 
ing them into the worft Confequences of it. 
The pratlice of the Church of /?owd', there- 
fore, is utterly inexcufable in this point, and 
that even fuppofing the Cafe to be no other, 
L 2 than 
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S E R M. than what fome of the bettcF or more politick 
V. fort of them, afliamcd of their grofs Idolatry, 

^"•^^y^^ pretend it to be ; that Images arc not ufed by 
them as Objefts of Worfhip, but only as hi- 
ftorical Memorials, and Helps for heightning 
the Piety and Devotion of the People : If 
even this, I fay, were all that could be ob- 
jeded to them, though it is by no means (b, 
it would yet be moft abfurd and intolerable 5 
becaufe it mull be exceedingly evident to every 
one who is acquainted with the weak fide 
of human Nature, and has made any Ohfer- 
»vations upon Men, that the fetting up of 
images in the Places of religious Worfhip, 
and the obliging Men to perform their Devo- 
tions before them, inflcad of inftruding and 
elevating the Mind, and raifing any Senti- 
ments of a rational Piety, will, on the contra- 
ry, deprefs the Spirits of Men, and fill them 
with grofs Conceits and Fancies, that the Deity 
is one like themfelves, and to i)c gained by the 
fame Methods of Addrefs, and the fame fort 
of Services and SubmifEons, by which the fa- 
vour of frail and paffionate Mortals is often ob- 
tained J the confequence of which will be a 
freakifh and endlefs Superflition, which will 
leave but little room for the Exercifc of true 
Piety and Virtue, and which will frequently 
ferve for an Atonement or Compehfation for 

the 
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the vileft Immoralities, This is the EfFedSERM, 
which may be expected even from that ufe of V. 
Images in the celebration of Divine Worfliip, ^■^^'^^^'^ 
which the moft modeft and cautious Defen* 
ders of them contend for, at leaft in the ge- 
nerality of Men, who are prone to receive 
bad Impreilions from them, and can have 
no Remedy from thofe Diflinftions and Ab- 
ftradions, by which fome Men of Specula- 
tion pretend to fecure themfelves from the 
ill Influence which fuch feniible Objedts may 
have upon them in the times of their De«» 
votion. The Truth of all which, may be 
pretty clearly feen from the Event and Iffue 
to which things have been long ago reduced 
in the Church of Rome 5 where, by means of 
'their Images, which were probably at firft fet 
up in Churches, only as Emblems and hiflo- 
rical Memorials, and fome other things of the 
fame tendency, as grofs an Idolatry and Su- 
perflition, with all the fatal EfFcdts of them, 
are to be found, as were, perhaps, ever known 
to be in the moft ignorant and depraved parts 
of the Heathen World. 

4, Laftly, We may obferve from the Ac- 
count which has been given of the Nature of 
Divine Worfhip, that it is not compleated by 
the Exercife of thofe Affections which ter- 
minate in God himfelf ; but that beiides this, 
L 3 it 
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Serm. it comprehends a good moral Conduft, and 
V. an honeft Converfation towards Mankind. 
^ There are fome Perfons who would very 
willingly make a Separation between Religion 
and Morality, and ufe the one for a Pretence 
of neglefting and deftroying the other ; who, 
if they perform what they call their Duty to 
God, imagine there is no great matter in 
it, if they fall (liort in the Refpe<as tliat arc 
due to Mankind, and who with an Appear- 
ance of a gr^t deal of Piety and Zeal for 
the Divine Honour, contradidl and violate 
the plaineft Obligations of Juftice and Huma- 
nity. There are many Inftances of this Be- 
haviour, not only in the cafe of open Per-» 
fecution upon the' account of Religion, but 
in the more common and private dealings of 
Mankind with one another. Now the No* 
tion which leads Men into this Condud, or 
which at leaft helps fome of them to jufti- 
fy it in fome meafure to their own Mind^, 
muft appear to be nothing but a falfe enthu- 
fiaftical Conceit, to any who confiders that 
there can be no true Piety towards God, 
which is not produdlive of Righteoufnefs and 
Charity to Men ; that the Difpofitions of Re- 
verence, Love, and Gratitude which weexcr- 
cife towards him, muft naturally lead us to 
the Praftice pf all moral and fecial Virtues ; 

which 
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which we cannot but know, if we refledSERM. 
at all* to he entirely agreeable to his Will, V, 
and in purfuance of the wife and good De- ^"^^^'^^^^"^ 
iigns of fais^Creation, and Adminiftration of 
the Affairs of Mankind. And this fecms to 
be one Reafbn, why the Love of God is fo 
ftridfy enjoined, and fo great Stireis is laid 
upon it in Religion; becaufe, foeiides its being 
a moft amiable AfFedtion and mofl becoming 
our Nature, and its tending ^eatly to our 
Perfeftion and Happinefs, it has a moil pow- 
erful Influence in determining us to promote 
the Intereft of Society and of Mankind, by 
a ftriaObfervance of the Rules of Equity, 
Temperance, and Chari^, in every part of our 
Condud ; which Virtues, when praftifcd by 
us irom a Principle of Reverence and Love to 
God, and in imitation of his Nature, are as 
truly an4 properly a part of his Worfhip, as 
the Exerciie of any Affe^^ions of which he is 
the ultimate and fole Objed:, This is evi- 
dent not only from the Notion which 
Reafon gives us of the Worfhip of God, but 
alio from the Accounts and Defcriptions of 
it, which we meet with in many places 
of Scripture. I (hall only take notice of 
two Paiiages, which are very direct and full 
to this purpofe : The firil is in Micab vu 8. 
where we find this Anfwer returned to an 
L 4 Inquiry 
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S E R M. Inquiry which is made in the foregoing Vcr- 
V. fes, concerning the true and acceptable Me- 

^^^^^^^ thod of worfhipping the t)eity ; He hatb 
Jhewed tbee^ O Man^ what is Good^ and 
fvbaf doth the Lord require of thee^ but to 
dojujih^ to love Mercy ^ and to walk humbly 
with thy God. The other Paflage is in the 
Epiftle of St. yames^ chap. i. 27. where the 
Apoftle gives us this Defcription of pure Re- 
ligion, and the true Worfhip of the Father 5 
Pure Religion and undefled before God and 
the Father is this ; to vifit the Fatberlefs and 
Widows in their ^ffliSiion^ and to keep our-' 
felves tinfpotted from the World. In vam 
therefore do any pretend to worfliip God, 
while they knowingly omit their Duty to 
Men : In vain is Religion pleaded, in pre- 
judice to Morality ; which is fo far from 
being fubvertcd by the Principles of Pictyi 
that thefe, on the contrary, are a great Sup- 
port and Security to it ; and never attain their 
End, till they have made us thoroughly jaft 
andhoneft, fober and temperate, friendly and 
charitable in all our Converfation. Let us al- 
ways then confider our pious Di/pofitions to- 
wards God, as intended for influencing and 
ftrengtbning our honeft and generous Auc- 
tions towards Mankind, and freely fuficr them 
tQ produce in us all the Fruits of Mercy, 
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Peace, and Righteoufhefs. Thus (hall weSERM. 
truly honour and worfhip God, and offer hifti V. 
the Sacrifices y with which he is well pkafed. ^^^ ^^ 
To him may all Praifc be given, bodi now 
and ibr even Amen^ ' 
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S E R M O N VI. 

The external Duties of Religious 
Worfliip, and pofitive Rites of 
Chriftianity, 



Heb. X. 25. 

Notforfaking the AJfembling of ourfehes to^ 
get her ^^ as the Manner offome is-, but ex^ 
borting one another. 

IT is the matter of almoft every one's 
Obfervation, that Men are very apt to 
run into Extremes ; that not only dif- 
ferent Men do fo, but that the fame Men, at 
difierent times^ have violent Fondneiies and 
Averfions to the very fame things 5 many In- 
fiances of which may be feen in their Cott- 
dudt, not only m regard to trifling Amufc- 
ments and Affairs of little confequence, but 
with refped: to Matters of the moft ferious 
Concern and greateft Importance to them : 

But 
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But tbit we may confine ourfelves to cmeSERM, 
Inftance, relating to that, which is to be the VI. 
Subj€<a of the prefent Difcourfej while a^^'''''^^"^ 
great number <rf" thofe who make profeflion 
of Religion hive fo high an Opinion d£ the 
Duties of Devotion, and the external Adte of 
Divine Worihip, and lay out fo much of 
thek Time and Zeal about them, as to fhow 
themfelves to be no better than Enthufiafts 
in the Notions which they entertain of them, 
and grofly fuperftidous in the Ufe which they 
make of them 5 there are, on the other hand, 
many others, fome of whom are not to be 
thought void of a true Senfe of Religion, 
who fet no great Value upon tliefe things ; 
who confidcr them to be always capable of 
great Abufe and Corruption, and frequently 
produdive of a great deal of Harm, and 
to be at heft but weak and childifh Amufe- 
ments, little deferving the regard of a wife 
Man, who can offer to God a more manly 
and reafonable Service, a pure Heart and a 
virtuous Life ; which, they fay, after all the 
Zeal that has been exprefled for other matters, 
are the ohly things which are of real Worth 
and Importance: Nay, of thofe who have 
been fome time moft remarkable for their 
zealous and punAual Attendance on the out^ 
wjird Forms and Rites of religious Worihip, 

there 
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Se R M. there are ieveral who have quite altered their 
VI. Conduft; who, from a fupcrftitious Striitncfs 

^^^^^^/^^ and Scrupulofity in thefe Poiots, have fallen 
into an entire Negledt of all pofitivc Du- 
ties and inflituted Methods of worfhipping 
God; who have conceived fuch a Horror 
of their former Dclufions, and the evil Con- 
fequences of them, that they refolvc to keep 
at the utmoft diflance from what was the 
Occafion of drawing them into thefe Delu- 
fions; and fo throw off all regard to a publick 
Worihip, and the inftrumental Duties of Re- 
ligion, imagining that they can fufficiently ac- 
quit themfelves of their Duty, by maintain- 
ing an inward Veneration and Love of the 
Deity, by adling as honcft and ufeful Mem- 
bers of Society, and performing the Duties 
of the feveral Relations in which Providence 
has placed them in the World, 

Thus many defpife and negledl the Du- 
ties of an external Worfliip, becaule they have 
been unhappily perverted and abufed; while 
others, from a wretched Infenfibility and Un-f 
concertiednefs in all Matters of Religion, arc 
altogether indifferent and carelefs about them, 
as well as about things of greater value and 
importance. But from whatfoever Caufe 
the Negligence .of Men in this matter may 
proceed, it is certainly a thing of very evil 

tendency, 
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tendency, and moft plainly inconfiftent withSERM- 
our Duty as Chriftians ; which I fhall cndea- VI. 
vour to naake appear, by confidcring, t/^^rv; 

I. What the Appointment of Chriftianity 
is with rcfped to an external Worfliip. 

II. The wife and good Ends which will 
be ferved by this Appointment, when it is due- 
ly obferved. 

Firji^ I fliall confider what the Appoint- 
ment of Chriftianity is with refped to an ex- 
ternal Worihip, The Chriftian Religion is 
certainly an Inftitution of great Plainnefs and 
Simplicity • which is far from abounding with 
external Obfervances and pofitive Rites, which 
prefcribes a rational and fpiritual Worihip of 
God, and always lays the greateftftrefs upon 
the Integrity and Virtue of the Mind, and 
makes no account at all of any outward Per- 
formances, how plaufible and iplendid foever 
they may be, when feparated from inward 
Piety and Goodnefs. But notwithftanding all 
this, we ihall very much mlftake the mat- 
ter, if we imagine Chriftianity to be ib very 
r^ned and fpiritual a thing, as to have no 
outward Ads of Worfliip, and no inftituteci 
Rites and Duties belonging to it : Something 
<^ this kind has made a part of every Reli- 
gion 
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SerM. gion that has been known in the World, and 
VI. feems to be altogether neceflaFy for adapting 
>^^^V^ a religious Inftitution to the general Ufe and 
Pradticc of Mankind. 

' For andcrftanding what die particular Du- 
ties and Rites of external Worihip prefcribcd 
by Chriftijinity are, we muft conlider that 
fome Duties of this fort are of fuch evident 
and univerfal Neceflity, and of fuch great and 
publick Ufe, that they have had a place in 
every Scheme of Religion, that, with any ap- 
pearance of Reafon, has been propofed for 
the common Service and Benefit of Men' 
fuch as a iblemn Invocation of the Deity by 
Prayer, the Celebration of his Praifes and re- 
turning him Thanks for his Mercies, an In- 
quiry into his Will, and the intruding and 
aflifting Men in the pradice of it. There 
feems to be a Propenfity in Human Nature 
to fome of thefe Duties, antecedently to the 
Confideration of their beneficial Tendency j 
and they are all fuch as the common Light 
of Reafon has always recommended as moft 
proper and efiedual Means of Religion; P 
things which fhould be pradUfed both pri- 
vately and publickly by Men, for prefcrving 
^nd cherifliing a juft and lively Impreffion of 
God in their Minds, and giving this its proper 
Power and Influence over their Adions- O^r 

2 Saviour 
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Saviour therefore has adopted thefe Duties in Se r m. 
his Inftitution, and has confirmed and ftrcng- VL 
thcned the Obligations which Men were un- ^-^^V^^ 
der to attend to them by his own Autho- 
rity, requiring his Difciples to offer Prayers 
and Thank%ivings to God, not only privately 
and feparately, but openly, and in Commu-* 
nion with one another, to meet together for 
apubUck Mid folemn Performance of thefe 
Duties of Divine Worftiip, and for provok- 
ing one another to Love and Good Works ; 
giving them great Encouragements and Ad- 
vantages for doing this, by pomifing his own 
Prefence in the Allemblies which th^ hold 
for thefe purpofes, by defcribing the Qualifi- 
cations with which their Devotions ibould be 
preiented to God, and afTuring them of his 
Acceptance in the ferious Exercife of them . 
and by laying down a perfedt Pattern for direc- 
ting and governing both their private and fe- 
cial Prayers. And befides thefe Duties of ex-- 
teraal Worfliip, which are Appendages of na- 
tural Religion, and may be confidcred as in- 
Arumental Duties of it, as well as of Chriftia- 
nity, our Saviour has required the Obierva- 
tion of two pofitive Rites, commonly knowa 
by the Name of the Sacraments > which arc 
very eafy and fimple Ceremonies, the one 
confifting in wafhing the Body with Water, in 

the 
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Serm« the name of the Father^ and qf the Son^ and of 
VI. the Holy Gbofl^ for initiating us folemnly into 
^^^^^^^ a Profeffion of the Chriftian Faith, and ob- 
liging us to a Arid: Perforniance of all the 
Duties belonging to that holy Profeffion ; and 
the other confiding in our eating Bread and 
drinking Wine> in remembrance of the Suf- 
ferings anil Death of our Saviour, and as a 
Token of our Union with him the Head, 
and with all our Fellow-Chriftians the Mem- 
bers of his ipiritual Body. 

Thefe are the outward Duties and Rites 
which our Saviour has commanded his Fol- 
lowers to praftife and obferve in the Cele- 
bration of Divine Worfhip* : And accord- 
ingly we find that thefe were things which 
Men in the early Times of Chriflianity were 

very 



* I know that fome may think that Baptifra, partake- 
!ng of the Lord's Supper, and the inftraOing Men m 
the Principles and Duties of Religion, are improperly le- 
prefented as Ads of divine Worihip. And according to 
the ftrift Notion of religious Worfhip, this is very true. 
But as thefe are Duties to be attended to in obedience 
to the Will of God» and defigned to xaife a Temper of 
Piety» or thofe AffeAions which are moft properly reli- 
gious ; they may, in a general Senfe, be confidered, as they 
commonly are, as parti of the religious Worihip required 
by Chriffianity. Which, I hope» may^jaftify the fpeak- 
ing of them, in feveral pboet of this Difcoorie, as Du- 
ties of the Chriftian Worihip^ though, in other places, they 
are diftioguiihed from them. 
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Very intent on. The account which we have S e r m. 
of the Apoftles and other Difciplcs of our VI. 
Lord, who, immediately after his Afcenfion, ^^^''"^ 
waited at Jerufaleniy for the Accomplifli- 
ment of his Promife concerning the Gifjs of 
the Spirit y is, that they continued with £?«^Aasi. 14; 
jiccord in Prayer and Supplication 5 and when 
by the miraculous Defcent of the Holy Ghojl^ 
and the preaching of St. Peter in a few Days 
afterwards, three thoufiuid new Converts were 
added to their NumJber, and admitted into 
their Society, by the initiating Ceremony of 
Baptifm, we are told concerning them all, 
that they continued Jiedfajily in the y^po/iks a^$ li: 
DoStrine^ and Fellowjhip^ and in breaking^^'' 
of Breads and in Prayers : They all together 
made one Church or religious Society ; they 
lived together in one vifible external Com- 
munion, hearkning to the Inftrudions of the 
Apoftles, partaking of the Lord's Supper, 
and offering their common Praifcs and Prayers 
to God. And agreeably to the Pattern of 
this primitive Church, many others, as the 
Number of Chriftians daily increafed, were 
loon formed and modelled 3 in every one of 
which a publick Worfliip of God was fo- 
lemni^ed in the D.uties of Adoration, Prayer, 
and Thankfgiving ; the Principles and Doc- 
trines of Chriftianity were explained and incul- 
cated, Baptifm was adminiftered to Profe- 
VoL. L M lytes, 
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SERM.lytes, and the Lord's Supper was celebrated 
VL by the whole Body of Cbriftian ProfeflTors, 
t/^-xj xhefc are Fads fufficiently clear and certain 
from the Hiftory of the ASli and the Epijiles 
of the New Teftament, lo fay nothing of 
any other Authorities; in which we find 
that the A potties, wherever they had any 
Succefs in propagating the Knowledge of Chri- 
ftianity, founded a Church, or formed their 
Converts into a Body or Society, for rendering 
a publick Homage to God, and for ini1:ru<5ting 
and edifying one another ; that the Members 
of each of thefe Churches kept up a vlfible 
Communion with the Members of other 
Churches as they had Opportunity^ and had a 
ftated Communion among themfelves, in the 
feveral Duties and Rites of the Chriftian Wor- 
(hip J and that, to carry on a publick Worfliip 
among them with greater Regularity and £f- 
fed, fome Perfons were fct apart for the 
Purpofe of preiiding in their religious Aflem- 
blies, for directing and ailifling the reft in 
the outward Exercifes of their Devotion, and 
informing them in every part of their Duty, 
and exciting them to the Pra(ftice of it. 

And that there is nothing in all this that 
was any way peculiar to the firft times of 
the Gofpel, nothing but what (hould be ob- 
(erved and pradi&d by Chriftians in all Ages, 

is 
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is plain, becaufe neither the Nature ofthcfeSERM^ 
external Duties of religious Worfliip, which VL 
were pradifed by the primitive Chriftians, ^-^^""^^ 
nor the Diredions of our Saviour concerning 
them, confine them to one time more than 
another; becaufe moft of them have a Foun- 
dation in Reafon, independently of the Com- 
mandment of our Lord, and fhould alvi^ays 
be attended to on account of their appa- 
rent good Tendency, and natural Aptitude 
for promoting the great Ends of Religion ; 
and becaufe the two Rites which depend 
purely upon tlie pofitive Will and Appoint- 
ment of the Inflitutor, are declared to be 
(landing Inftitations in the Church; our 
Saviour having promifed his Difciples to be 
with them in the ufc of one of thefe Rites to 
the 'End of the Worldly and St. Faul having Math. 
told us conccnMng the other, that the Death ^^T'"" '9* 
of our Lord is to be commemorated in it, tiUi Cor. jci, 
hisfecond Coming. ^^' 

As for the Forms and Modes, the Places 
and 'Times of performing and celebrating 
the external Duties and Rites of the Chrif- 
tian Worfhip, there is hardly any thing par- 
ticuiidU-ly commanded. In the Jewi/b Reli- 
gion tiiefe Circumflances were all limited and 
fixed by fpccial Laws ; but under the Li- 
berty of Chriflianity they are left as mat- 

M 2 tera 
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SERM.ters of IndifFercncy, which may be diverfificd 
VI. according to the various Notions and Tern- 
^"^^^^^^pcrs of Men, and are to be determined by 
every particular Church, confulting what will 
be moft efFei^ual for promoting common Or- 
der and Peace, and for edifying the Body of 
Cbrifi in Love. Only as to a certain Pro- 
portion of Time, which is in general to be 
iet apart for the Exercifes of Religion and 
the Worfhip of God : As we are told in the 
fecred Hiftory, that God from the Begin- 
ning confecrated one Day in ieven to thefc 
Emplo3rments 3 as the fame Inftitution was 
renewed to the People of J/tj^/ in the Law 
of the Sabbath j as this is a very fit Pro- 
portion of Time to be dedicated to the \J{ts> 
of Religion, as it neither encroaches too much 
on the neceflary Bufinefs and Commerce of 
Life, nor leaves too great Intervals for the 
Impreffions of Religion to wear away; as 
the Apoftles and firft Chriftians religioufly 
obferved one day in the weekly Revolution, 
though not the fame in order that was ob- 
ferved under the ye%vifh Difpenfation; as it 
was their conftant Cuftom from the time 
of our Saviour's Refurredion, and in honour 
of it, to appropriate the firft Day of the 
Week to the Purpofes of a publick and fo^ 
cial Worfhip of God, and as this is charac- 
tcrifcd by one of thp Apoftles thejnfclves as a 

Day 
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Day of Note and Diftindion amdng them-SERM, 
from all thcfe Confiderations, w^ may pret- .VI. 
ty ftrongly infer that one Day in every Week ^'^^"'^ 
is to be feparated by us from the comnmn 
Occupations and Amufements of Life, and 
to be devoted in a more peculiar manner 
than the reft of our time to the Duties of 
Divine Worfliip, to the Inftru^aion and Im- 
provement of ourfelves and others in the 
Knowledge and Pradicc of Religion, and to 
fuch Ads of Chriftian Charity and Friend- 
fhip as are the beft Indications, and moft 
proper Fruits of a truly pious Temper and 
Difpofition 5 and that we are bound to apply 
particularly the firft Day of the Week to 
thefe Ends, fo far, at leaft, as the Pradlice 
and Example of the Apoftles and moft early 
Chriftians can lay an Obligation upon us to 
do fo. 

11. I ftiall now confider what wife and good 
Ends will be ferved by the Appointment of 
Chriftianity with refpeft to an external Wor- 
fhip, when it is duly obferved. 

It is a great Excellency and Advantage 
of the Chriftian Religion, that the external 
Duties and pofitive Rites of it are not only 
fimple and few, but of a plain Ufe and Sig- 
nification ; that we are not at a lofs about 
the reafons of their Inftitution, which is the 
M 3 Cafe 
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SERM.Cafeas to many of the Jewijb Rites, and 

VI. which muft have made the Obfervation of 

^^^'"^^'^ them very tedious and burthenfome^ but 

that we can eafily fee that they are wifely de- 

figned, and capable, if duly attended to, of 

promoting the moft important and excellent 

Purpofes, 

I . One great End which is fcrved by them, 
is the Prefervation of the Knowledge and 
Profeffion of Chriftianity in the World. 
Without the Affiftancc of external Inftitu- 
tions and Forms, it would have been impof- 
fible for the Chriftian Religion to have fub- 
fiftcd for any confiderable time, and in any 
large Extent, among Men: The Miracles 
that were performed by our Lord and his 
Apoftles, would perhaps have been fufficicnt 
for introducing it, and fupporting it in the 
Age in which they were done ; but when 
thefe Miracles had ceafed, the Goipel would 
very foon have been upon the Decline, and 
muft in fucceeding times have made but a 
flow and fmall Progrefs, when no Methods 
were inftituted or ufed for propagating it, 
that were in any fort proportioned to the Cir- 
cumftances and Capacities of the main Body 
of Mankind, We cannot imagine that the 
Dodlrine of our Saviour, whatever Confir* 
mation he might originally have given it^ 
would have had a much better Fate than the 

DcxflrinQ 
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Do^ine of the Philofophers, if, like that, itSERM. 
had been only a Syftem of fpeculative Prin- VI. 
ciples, and purely moral Precepts: In this^^"^ 
Cafe, it might have been always known to 
a few curious and inquifitive Men, while all 
the reft of the World about them would 
have been almoft entirely ignorant of it, and 
many not fo much as acquainted with the Name 
of its Author. It is certain that the generality of 
the World have, ufually, but little Leifure, and 
lefs Inclination, to acquire any great Know- . 
ledge of ancient Books and Writings, how- 
ever valuable and important, in the way of 
ftudy and rcfearch into them; but if they 
get any confiderable Acquaintance with them, 
they muft get it chiefly by the afliftance of 
living Inftrudors, and by fuch Methods and 
Forms, as will without much Trouble infi- 
nuate the Notions contained in them into 
their Minds. The external Iriflitutions of 
Chriftianity therefore, muft be of the greateft 
ufe for preferving and propagating the Know- 
ledge of it, as one of them is defigned for in- 
ftrudting Men in the Dofirines of the Gofpcl, 
and all of them are apt, as often as they are 
ufed, to recall the Principles of it, and to make 
them familiar to the Mind : So that they are 
Methods of propagating Chriftianity that are 
fuited to the Capacity and Situation of the 
mcancft Pcrfons j and if any thing will be ef- 
M 4 fedual 

d by Google 



Digitized t 



1 68 T*be external Duties of Religious Worflnp^ 

SERM.fedual for difFufing the Knowledge of it 
VI. among all forts and orders of Men, thefe In- 
Aitutions will. And in fa£t to them it is ow« 
ing, that great numbers of the loweft rank of 
Mankind, among whom the Notions of Phi- 
lofophy could never make any progrefs, have 
always had a tolerable underftanding of the 
Principles and Doctrines of the Gofpel. And 
as thefe Inftitutions have hitherto been effec- 
tual for preferving ,the Knowledge and fup- 
porting the Profeflion of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, fo it is not to be doubted but that under 
the Influence of Divine Providence they will 
be the means^ of conveying and tranfmitting it 
to all fucceeding Generations. 

2. Another moft valuable End that will be 
obtained by a due Attendance on the external 
Inftitutions of the Chriftian Worfhip, is the 
fixing a deep and ftrong Imprcffion of the 
Dodrines of the Gofpel, and the Principles of 
Virtue in the Minds of Men. Thefe Inftitu- 
tions will not only fumifti us with fpecula- 
tive Notions of the Dodrines of Chriftianity, 
but will raife and enliven our Perceptions of 
them, will make them enter far into the 
Mind, and take a thorough Poffeflion of it; 
and will confequently give them the greateft 
Influence for engaging us to the practice oi Pi- 
ety and Virtue. This therefore is a matter of 

great 
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great moment. Every one may know [thatSERM. 
die Perception even of the moft important VI. 
Truths, if cold and unanimatcd, will have^^^ "^^ 
but little or no force upon the Hearts and Lives 
of Men > that we muft dwell on the Confi- 
deration of them, fully imbibe and digeft them» 
and have them habitually in our Thoughts, be- 
fore they will be fufficient for governing our 
Afie<3:ions, and become the Seeds and Princi- 
ples of an uniform good Condudt in us. And 
though a few retired contemplative Men may 
perhaps be able, by their own Reflexions, ' 
without confining themfelves to particular In- 
ftitutions and Forms, to preferve in their 
Minds fuch a quick and ilrong Senfe of the 
great Principlcsand Obligations of Religion and 
moral Virtue, as will be a conftant Flame of 
Devotion in their Hearts, and habitually influ- 
ence them to an horieil and worthy Beha-* 
viour ; yet the greateft part of Mankind, by 
no means have it in their power to do this^ 
It is plain indeed, that Men are not made or 
defigned for a contemplative, fo much as an 
a&ive Life ; neither their natural Paflions, nor 
their Situation in this World will permit them 
generally to purfue the former : For fome few, 
who, by a wife DifpofitionofProvidence, have 
always a turn towards Contemplation, there is 
an infinitely greater number, in whom it is 

never 
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S E R M • never to be expcded^ at leaft in the degree dmt 
VL would be neceflaiy to enable tfaem, without 
^^^^^'^^^ any foreign Diredion and Affiftaoce, to acquire 
juft and comprehenfive Notions of their Duty, 
and to maintain a lively and afiedUonate Im* 
preffion of it in their Hearts. So that if the 
generality of Men are ever brought to a true 
and fiiU Senfe of the Principles of Piety and 
Virtue, and cpme to live under the Power of 
them, it muft be by Methods which will 
check the natural Levity of their Minds, and 
put a flop at proper S^fbns to the huny of 
their worldly Afl^s 5 which will elevate and 
animate their Thought;, and fix their Atten- 
tion on morally good Objcds } which will en- 
gage them in a courfe of feribus Refledtions, 
and give thefe the fireeft Entrance into their 
Minds. And it is evident that the external 
Inftitutions and Rites of Chriftianity are ex^ 
tremely well adapted to the promoting of 
thefe Ends : For what can be more proper to 
compofe and elevate the Minds of Men, to fix 
them on the nobleft Obje£ts, and to make 
the moil ferious Lnpreffions on them, than 
folenui Addreffes to the Deity, which bring 
them under the moft immediate Influence of 
his Prefencc ; apd engage them in the moft at- 
tentive Confidcration of his Nature and Per- 
fcftions ? What can be better calculated for 

fupplying 
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fapplying Men, natuaiiy inconiiderate, andSERM. 
tooaptto be diverted from all ierious Thoughts, VI. 
by the Pleafures and Cares of Life, with mat- ^^^^^^^^ 
ter of good Refle^on, and giving them a tadic 
for fpiritual and divine things ] than the o* 
bilging them, at flated times, to fufpend theif 
worldly Purfuits, and to apply themfelves to 
the ExercUes of Devotion, and to Meditations 
on divine Subjeds, to receive Inftructions in 
the Doctrine of the Gofpel, and to have the 
feveral Motives of it earneiUy and affectio* 
nacely pre£ed home upon them ? What will 
lay good Principles deeper in the Heart, and 
give them a fuller poileifion of it, than our 
taking upon us the Profeflipn of the Chrifliaii 
Religion, and obliging ourfelves to the feve« 
ral Duties which it requires by a folemn and 
fignifkant Rite ? And what can be more apt 
to inipire us with the moft noble Sentiments, 
with the moft generous and divine Affections, 
than the covmemorating the Paflion and 
Death of our Savio^r, by another expref* 
five Ceremony ? Certainly, if our Nature is 
at all iiiiceptiible of generous Impreflions^ we 
cannot but be tenderly and deeply affected 
with theineftimable Goodnefsboth of Almigh** 
tf God, and of our Blef&d Lord, which is 
thus exhibited to our Confkkration, and muft 
fteltbe moil: aodent Gratitude and Love to- 
J wards 
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Serm. wards them prevailing in our Hearts, difpo- 
VI. fing and conftraining us to dedicate and refign 
ourfelves moft chearfuUy and entirely to their 
Service and Obedience. We may appeal to 
the Reafon of every ingenuous fiJian, whether 
thefe things have not the platneft tendency 
to ftrengthen and improve geiod Principles, 
and to form a Temper of folid Piety and Vir- 
tue in all who carefully attend to them ; and 
whether it be indeed poflible for a Man long to 
attend to them with Judgment and Affection, 
without finding himfelf much improved iri this 
Temper by them ? We may farther appeal to 
the Experience of the. World, whether they 
are not always the means of maintaining a 
Senfe of Religion, and of moral Obligations, 
in a much ftronger Degree than could other- 
wiic be expected, in great Multitudes of Men? 
Whether many profefled Chriftians of mean 
Capacities, and a low Situation in Life, are 
not, by means of the external Inftitutions of 
the Goipel, evidently raifed up to a degree of 
Wifdom and Virtue, which they muft necef- 
farily fall ftiort of without them ? And whe- 
ther even Men of the moft refined Undcr- 
ftandings, and the moft generous Natures, by 
the fame means, do not always receive a new 
and noble relifti of divine Matters ; whether 
they are not thereby farther eftabliftied in 

Virtue, 
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Virtue, and have all the Pleafurcs of it raifed Serm* 
and heightned in them ? This will be very VL 
plain to all who have any Knowledge of hu- ^^^^"^^^^ 
man Nature, and have obferved what the 
things are that form the Tempers^ and influ- 
ence the Conduct of Men : So that the exter- 
nal Jjiftitutions of Chriftianity are not only 
calculated for giving Men lively Impreffions 
of Religion, and improving them in the prac- 
tice of it, but actually produce thefe Effects 
in fome coniiderable de^ee, among a great 
part of Mankind. 

3. Another good Purpofe which will be 
ferved by an Attendance on the external Infli- 
tutions and Rites of the Gofpel, is the promo- 
ting of a mutual Eftecm, Friendfhip, and 
Love among Chriftians. This may be ex- 
pected as a Coniequence from our Attendance 
on the external Duties and Rites of religious 
Worfliip prefcribed by Chriftianity, upon a 
better Foundation than the mere Propenlity of 
Men to be moreclofelyattachedtothofe, whom 
they confider as of a Party, or particular .De- 
nomination with themfelves. For by having 
all the fame Liberty of Accefs to the Throne 
of fupreme Glory, and offering our commoa 
Devotions to the one God and Father of all ^ 
in the name of the one Lord and Mediator be^ 
tiveen God and Men^ we muft fee that we 

are 
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Ser M. are all equally related to God as his Children^ 
VI. and ftand upon one common Foundation for 

^"^^V'^ recommending ourfelves to his Favour j and 
by partaking all of one Baptifmy we are not 
only all engaged in the fame holy Profeffion, 
but upon making good our Engagement^ 
are all entitled to the fame blejfed Hope of Sal- 
vation ; and by eating all one Bready in the 
Lord's Supper, we acknowledge ourfelves with 
our Fellow-Chriftians to be all one Body^ u- 
nitcd under C^riji tlie common Head. From 
whence we may very naturally conclude, that 
we are to have the fincereft Eftefem for all our 
Brethren, and that a Spirit of mutual Love is 
to animate thcf whole Society of Chriftians ; 
tiiat all who are really Members of the Body 
of C&rj/?, are to be dear to one another, on 
account of thofe fpiritual and high Relations 
which they have in common to Almighty 
God^ and to our Blelled Saviour, and thdk 
good Qualities which entitle them all to the 
divine Favour j that the weakeft and meaneft 
of them are not to be defpifed on account of 
their humble Condition, nor the greateft to 
, be envied for their fuperiour Abilities and Ad* 
vantages ; that thofe of them who are moft 
highly dignified in this World, (hould be al- 
ways ready to ftoop to the \ov7t& AGs of 
Humility and Condefccnfion for the good of 

an 
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an affliifted Brother, and that all (hould rejoice S e r m« 
in one another's Happinefs, and take every VL 
Opportunity of promoting it. ^"Or^, 

I proceed to draw two or three ^Inferences 
from what has been difcourfed^ with which I 
fhall conclude. 

I. It follows very plainly from what has 
been faid^ that the Negled or Omiflion of the 
Duties of external Worfhip^ enjoined by Chri* 
ftiani^, is very criminal and inexcuiaUe in all 
who profeis to believe the Gofpel. Tho' we 
fiiw no uie or end of theie Duties, and had 
no reafini to perfuade us to obferve them, but 
a mere Declaration of the Will of God, that 
we fhould do fi) ; yet, this furely would be 2t 
fiifficientFottndationforour attending to them, 
andwecouldnotfhewaCareleflheis or Indif* 
ference about them, without being guilty of 
unpardonable Prefumption^ and a Failure in 
the Submiffion which we naturally owe to the 
^eat Lord and Governor of all things. But 
when we find that thefe Duties are not only 
lequired by the pofitive Will of God, but be. 
fides that they are of the greateft Uie for fup* 
porting the Profeffion of Chriftianity in the 
World, for fixbg a lively Senfc of the Doc- 
trines and Principles of it in our Minds, for 
animating us with a noble Ardour in the prac-~ 
tice of Virtue, and for uniting us in Love to 

one 
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Sc R M. one another, whatmuft be thought of the Neg- 
VI. left of them? , Is it not moft evidently a bad 
^^"^^^ thing, as it argues not only a want of Refped 
to the Deity, but a Defedl in every generous 
Principle, and a flupid unconcernednefs about 
the things which are of the utmoft importance 
for promoting the Dignity and.Happmefs of 
Mankind? In vain would any plead in excufe 
of this Negledt, that they are fo much em- 
ployed about the Virtues which are the End of 
Religion, that they have no time to attend to 
the things that are only the Liftruments and 
Means of it; for this never has been, nor ever 
will be the Situation of any Perfons upon 
Earth : And as little will they be able to ex- 
cufe it, by pretending that they are Chriilians 
of fo high a Form as to be above the ufe oi the 
inftrumental Duties of the Gofpel, or that 
that they have already arrived at fuch a per- 
fedt Habit of Virtue, as not to ftand in need 
of thofe Helps which may be wanted by others 
for maintaining ajuft Impreffion of the Obli- 
gations of Religion in theirMinds, and fup- 
porting and fetting them forward in thej^c- 
ticc of it. For befides that it is hardly pof- 
lible for a Man to fpeak in this manner con. 
cerning himfelf, without being charged with 
Pride and Arrogance, the Suppofition upon 
which this Excufe depends, is nqt to be madc; 

z that 
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that Men may ^ attain to fucb Perfection in S e em* 
Religion in this Worlds /^notto be capable of VJ. 
receiving any new Improvements from an At- '^''^'^'^^ 
tendance on the external Inftitutions of the 
Gofpel; this, I fay, is by no means true: 
The moft elevated Beings in the Univerfc, if 
we except only the Supreme Being himfell^ 
are protxibly always in a progrefs- towards a 
ftate of higher Perfedion. It is very certain^ 
that the Men who have attained to the ^eat- 
eft meafures of Wifdom and Virtue in tiiis 
Life, are iliU capable of .growing wifer and 
better $ and it is as certain that a feripus Atten-^ 
dance on the external Inftitutions of Ch^ifliar 
nlty, will be at leaft as efFedual for their Im- 
provement, as any occafional Meditations and 
Ref!e<ftions of their own, or any ; other 
means that they can ufe, will be. But,' if it 
ihould be admitted that fome very extraordi** 
naty Pcrfons might be difpenfed with from, 
attending to the Duties of external. Wor(hip, 
ib far as their own Improvement depends on , 
that; yet furely the fettpg; a good Example 
in this particular to Pei;fQnsiof Igwer Abilities 
and Attainments, muft be. a matter of f9me 
importance . to them : Jjt qiay very well be 
expedcd, that the Men whom^we now fpeak 
of^ ihould be always ready, from pure Hinpa^ . 
nity, and a regard to thci. Propagation, pi^ that 
Vox. L isf'^^^ ' ^ '"^^'ViWue, ' 
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S* II Mv Virtue, of whk^ they are fuppofed tahavc 
VT- ftich a noble Senfe in rficir Minds, to cncou- 
^^^"^ rage by their own pra&ice an Attendance on 
the inftrumental Duties of ReK^on, which is 
very neceflary for the Inftrudtion and Im- 
provement of the generality of IWfen, and is 
^ways of fome ufe to. a confidcrable part of 
them. But alas ! how few can be fuppofed 
any way capable of preferving and proceed- 
ing in an uniform courfc of moral Good- 
nefi, without the afEflance of the «xtcrnal 
Inftitutioris and ii^umental Duties of Re- 
ligion ^ This, if it be a thing ppffible for 
any Men, requires fuch extraordinary Ta- 
lents and Qualifications, as never fall to the 
fhare of any large number : And indeed; if 
we will look into the Adions of thofe, who 
are plcafcd to exprels a Contempt for the ex- 
ternal Dutiesand Forms of Religious Worfhip, 
and live m the utter Negleft of them j who 
imagine themfclves full of fuch a high Ad- 
miration and Love of'Virtue, as is fuffidentof 
itfelf to fecure their Perfcvcrance in a good 
courfc; I am afraid that the Condud^ of ma- 
ny of them will be found very diiproportion- 
abte to fuch high Pretenfions ; and that with 
all their fine Theories about the Excellence 
and Importance of moral Virtue, and all the 
Zeal which they would appear to have for it, 

they 
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they will be judged to tranlgrefs the Rules oi'S e r m. 
it, in many plain Inftauces, andto fall into VL 
fuch grofs AiSs of Vice, as the Men who cul-^*^^ 
tivate a ferious Senfe of Devotion, and accuf- 
tom thcmfelves regularly and difcreetly to the 
exercife of it, are hardly to be ever chiarged 
with. 

2. Let us guard againft all cnthufiaftical 
and fuperftitious Abiifes of the external Duties 
and Rites of the Chriftian ^Vorfliip. This is a 
thing very neceflary both for our receiving the 
Improvement which may be obtained from 
an Attendance on theie Duties and Rites, and 
for removmg the Prejudices which many have 
conceived againft them, and recommending 
them to the more general Obfervation and 
Ufe of the World. When we miftake the na- 
ture and deiign of thefe Duties and Rites, 
when we fooHfhly imagine that there is a Vir- 
tue in the bare outward Ads, or perhaps that 
there is fomething more ijpiritual and divine in 
them dian in any other Duties of Religion ; 
when we addrefs ourfelvcs to them with a 
particular Dread and Awe in our Minds, and 
arc more fcrapulous and pundual about every 
little Circumftance and Formality in our De- 
votions, than we are about the praftice of mo- 
ral Virtue itfelf; when we place Our Religion 
chiefly in devotional Exercifcs, or >^heri we 

N 2 fubftitute 
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S E R M. fubftitute thefc in the room of moral Goodnds, 
VL and offer them to God as a Compofition for 
^'^^^^'^^ a virtuous Life: When we think and aft 
thus with refpedl to the external Duties of re- 
ligious Worfhip ; as we grofly pervert them, 
fo we hot only prevent their having any good 
cffedls on us, but render them Inftruments of 
great Evils to ourfelvesj as they divert our At- 
tention from the things on which it fhould be 
chiefly fixed, and fill us with a fond Hope 
that we are entitled to all the Benefits promi- 
fed in ^he Gofpel, though we do not perform 
the principal and mbft important Duties of it; 
while at the fame time we muft naturally give 
rafh and unwary Minds, who will not diftin- 
guifti between the proper Dcfign and the acci- 
dental. Abufes of things, no juft Objedions 
indeed,. but Difgufts and Averfions, which 
tnay have all the Effeds of the jufteft Objec- 
tions to thefe Duties of external. Worfhip, 
when they fee them to be fo unduely magni- 
fied lo the diminution and prejudice of mat- 
ters of greatly fupeqoui' Worth and Confe- 
quence. So that if we would either render 
thefe Duties profitable to ourfelves, or recom- 
mend them to the Obfervation of others, it is 
very neceffary to guard againft thofe Perverfi- 
ons of them, which fome Men of a warm Ima- 
gination^ or a fuperftitious Temper, are apt to | 

run j 
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ran into. And this we rfiall bcft do, by con-SERM* 
fidering them in their proper Light, of being VI. 
Inftrumcnts or Means of formings good Habit ^-^'^^'^ 
of Mind in .us, and engaging us to a virtuous 
course of Life 5 that therefore there can be no 
Sandti^ in die external Performances them- 
felves, but that the whole Merit of them is 
derived from their being Afts of Obedience to 
the Will of God, and their Subfervicncy in 
promoting moral Goodnefs j that they are al- ' 
ways to be kept in a due fubordination to this 
great End of Religion, which is a thing that 
has an intrinfick and immediate Worth in it^ 
and is of neceflary and perpetual Obligation, 
prior to all ConfidcSafion of its Tendency and 
Confequences, and independently of all poiitive 
Coramaiids: fo that whenever moral Virtues 
and inftrumental or poiitive Duties happen to 
interfere, the latter muft' always give way to 
the former ; and in our Attendance on inftriu 
mental Duties and poiitive Rites, we mufl 
ftill aim at improving ourfelves in morally 
good Qualities, and never think that we hav6 
made the proper ufe of them, till wc have, 
found their Efficacy fc»: reftraining us from 
Vice and Wickcdne&, and making us holy in 
all manner of Converfaiion, This Notion^ 
which both Reafon and Scripture fugged to 
\H5, about the Ufe and Subordination of thc^ 
N 3 c?^ternft]l 
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$£ K M» esKternal Duties and Rite$ of Devotion> if well 
VI. fixed in our Minds, will he the befl Preferva- 
'tive againft thofe Corruptions of them, wl^ 
have often rendered them not only vain and 
^ifignificant, but very hurtful and pernicious 
to Men } and have afforded the mofl plaufiUe 
Pretence, to thofe who have wanted fuch a 
-thing, for negle&ing and disregarding them; 
9nd will prepare us for fuch a national Atten- 
dance on them, as may both have a ha{^y 
E0ed upon ourfelves, and remove the Pre- 
judices of others againil them, and give them 
a jufl Impreffion of their wife Defign and be- 
neficial Tendency, ..^ ^ 

3. Let us always aitt^ to the external 
Duties of the Chriflian Worfhip, with an in« 
ward S^rioufheis and Devc^ion of Mind. This 
is a Qualification abfolutely neoef&ry fer ren- 
dering our Performance of thefe Duties^accept- 
able to God, and deriving any Benefit firom it 
to ourfelves. For notwithftanding the natural 
Aptitude pf the instrumental Duties of the 
Crofpel, to. infpire good - Sentiments, and to 
raife. pious and virtuous Afiedions in us> the 
efficacy of them, as of all the other means 
which God employs for our Reformation, 
will certainly depend upon our own Diipofi- 
tion to make a right Ufc and Improvement 
of them. If we content ourfelves mtb dr(fv>* 

ing 
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tkg mar to Hod'tritk ' mrJ\AaH», tsbUe om-^t 1 iCi. 
Hearts m* far firm iiw^ if wb engage in VI. . 
the DotMsof kis W«»flrip with atrtfljng «nd '■^^^^°^ 
idaieleft tVmpcr (^Mind, v^itkwtany faknt^e 
Affediom eawwois kiitt, and Without msy 
Se^ of wh«(t wt «te l^tlt; if W6 |>Af€m 
Ihdfti oAly fnuii CuftcAn } the tatcKt fptebdk} 
Aas of ^mr Deiratibn ^1 W but defiid f 6rtn^, 
a tii«re ^^j^ Eie»cife, whteh Wilt liitifje Ho 
Vutoe to tecotnAnttid \xi to (>od, or io pro-r 
dbce Any good Efied Iti ttfi dtolh'No^, ib Ar 
Win 1h« lliiedobil fiximffiofit bf l>rdtiDn, 
in whibh ^ ViStti hat tid Concern, he fiom 
honounng ^nd pV^kfing Ood^ that he WIH ra- 
ther dtefiii !diem to be an trnpious Mockefy 
and Cohtktnpt of him ; i;^d fo fkr vrAX a kxre 
cuifofiiaiy t^^rfcrmance bfihe external Duties 
of Piety be from contributing ib 't/ta Eftabbih- 
ment and Improvement in Virtue» that it will 
be the means of hardening our Hearts, and 
rendering us infenfible to the moft powerful 
Impreflions and Motives of Religion. So that 
it very much concerns us to bring a ferious 
and attentive Mind to our Pevotions j to pray 
and give Thanks- to God v?ith eameftnefs and 
warmth of Affedion, to read the Holy Scrip- 
tures and meditate upon them, and to attend 
to the feveral Inftitutions of the Gofp^l, with 
a fincerc Intention of being, farther informed 
N 4 and 
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Sbrm. and improved in cair Duty by them ; to take 
VL care that not only the inward Frame of our 

^^^"^^"^ Spirits, but that our outward Appearance, be 
grave and CQmpoie4> while we profeis to he 
employed in the Duties, of divine Wodhip; to 
ihew no Signs of Levity in our Countenances, 
or in any part of o^r Behaviour, and to ord«r 
all our bodily Motions and Poftuies in the 
way that will be moit: likely to fix and raiie 
our Minds, Thus may we hope that God 
will acc^ the ipiritiial Sacrifices which we 
prefoit to him, and that we (ball find ibc 
good Influence of our devotional Duties for 
our Inftra&ipn and Edification in ReUgion, or 

? Pet.iii. for making us, as St, Piter fpeaks, to gr(w 

* * in Grace J and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Cbriji s to whom be Ghty 
nm and for ever. 4men. 
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SERMON VII. 

The Nature of Faith, Hope, and 
Charity ; and the Excellency of 
Charity, above Faith and Hope. 
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iCoR. XIII. 13. 

Andn9w abidetb Faith y Hcpe^ Charity ^ thefi 
tbreei but the greateft oftbefe is Charity. 

IN the foregoing Chapter, St. Paul dif- 
courfes largely of the various extraordii* 
nary Gifts, which the Holy Spirit at 
that time beftowed iq gr^t plenty yppn the 
Church, and which werp ufually held iix 9 
Y^ high Efteem by th? Pcribps whopof^ff- 
e4 them. The Apqftle does not difapprove the 
Zeal which the Corinthians expreflcdfor them^ 
but declares that it w^ their r)uty to value 
and improve them : But at the fame time hc^ 
lets them know, that there was fomething 
that w^ % more excellent in ^ts N^^ure^ and 

tha^ 
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Se r m. that was to be much more valued^ and eameft- 
VIL ]y defired bylbem^ dia& ai^ ^vitial i^ifis 
^^^^ whatfoever. Upon diis, he breaks out, m tius 
Chapter, in a fort of Rapture, in the com- 
mendation of Charity, declaring it tb be the 
moft noble, beneficial, and permanent Quali- 
tf that wa can partake of, and to be £ur 
preferable to all kinds of miraculous Gifts, to 
the greateft natural Abilities,^ and thetnoft 
ihiaing outward Performancea^ afid not only 
to theie, but even to the divine Graces of Faith 
-oad Hope, thoie two great Principles of the 
Chriftian Life, which next to Charity, are 
of all things of the greatest Aeceffity and uie 
in this World. And now abidttb Fuitb^ 
H$pf, Cbdrityy tbefk tbne^ kut tbe grcBtefi 
oftbefiis Charity. 

In difcouriing on this Subjed^ I wiU Qi>- 
jerve the following Method : 

I. I will explain thediitindl Katittes^ of 
Taitb^ H^, and Charity. 

II. I will (hew the Excellency of Charity^ 
above Faith and Bope^ and upcm what ac^ 
counts it is preferred before them. 

LafHy, I will conclude with a few RemariBS 
upon the whole. 

I. I will explain the diftin& Natnres of 

Faith, Hope^ and Charity. 

As 
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A»\a^M^[^ tb«(e) I iioed not uponSsuM* 

t^at Fftitfot jftii^i ii 0a A^t giveii opoa 
Teftimcwy, Iwt io a mor« lopf^) and genend 
^$3)6, it is pprfor.tbe AjSmKbut we gvn , 
tQ amy PujfxjfitipWi, Ao- Troth of vthkh 
yn infer purely t^ tiie £xcrci^ of our own 
jotelUgent an4 mtiop^l Powws. Thus not 
only m A^EfO( t^ iUvd»ti<>e Wid the peculiar 
Poarines whidi it Cf>Qt«in$, the Truth of 
which depem}! upoa the Authority aod Tef-r 
titnony of the Reveakr ; but hkewiib an Af- 
i^t to the Prin^tfiles of oatural Religion, 
which we imy dKcover to be true by the uie 
pf Reafon, anfeecodently to all pofitive Inftruc- 
tioa er Revelation fxmceming ^m, is com. 
xnooly called Faith. It is cerfiain that an AfL 
fent to the Do^ines hoth of natiiral and re. 
veakd Religion, is the Notion of Faith, which 
ifi d^vered in many places of the New Teila« 
ment : And this feems to be plainly St. Paul'^ 
Notion of it in this place ; Faith in this fenfe 
being properly mentioned in conjundion with 
Hope and Charity, as a Principle which in- 
fluences the Condu^ of Chriilians, and as 
being of conflant ufe to us> as the other two 
Principles alfo are, while we continue in this 
World, ConcCDoii^ this Faith, I ihall only 

remark 
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S ERM. remark diis&rther, that it is ahfdutelyneeef- 
VIL feiy that it be a lively operative Principle, 

^^^^ilrcngthening and affifting our good Difpofi- 
tiQn8» and fupporting U8 in a fteady Courie of 
Virtue. If it be not iiich a Principle, it will 
be altogether ufekfs, as isfiifficiently plain 
from St. Jame%\ Gompari(bn of an unadtiira 
Fs^ith, to a dead Body j ¥&r as fbeBody mti^ 
wt the Spirit is dead, fi Faith without fForis^ 
is dead al/b. And to make our Faith dius 
lively and adlve, we ihould take care that it 
be the refult oi Inquiry and Convidtioii, and 
not an indolent, lazy, and merely formal Af^ 
fent to the religious Tenets, which have been 
inculcated upon us from our Infancy, and 
which happen to be the preva3ing Opinions 
' Jh the Country where we live. This flight 
and carelefs Belief is eafily baffled by Temp-f 
tations, as is evident from daily Examples, 
and can have but litde Force, in comparifbn 
of what that Faith would have, which is 
founded on a ferious Confideratioh of Thin^^^ 
and a rational Perfuafion of tb9 Truth of the 
Principles of natural Religioi^, and of the Cre* 
dibiiity of the Teflimonies upon which wo 
receive the Doftrines of Revelation. This 
Faith would be a Rock, on which we might 
fland unmoveable againft the flrongeft Ai&ults 
Cif Qur fpiritu^l So^mies^ would give us a furo 

ViSlor^ 
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Vi&ory over the fTcriJy and cany us fefclySERM. 
through all the DifHculties that we can ever VIL 
meet wirfi in Religion. t/^^'Vi 

I proceed now to the Confideration of Hope, 
the fecond of thoie Principles of a good Con* 
dudt which St. Paul here mentions. It is fo 
common fbr Men to exprefs their Hope of 
Things, and they fo well know the fbte of 
Mind they are in when they do fo, that the 
Nature of Hope in general cannot perhaps be 
made plainer than it already is to every one, 
by any Defcription that can be given of it« 
We may only take notice, that the Objeft of 
Hope is always fome future Good, which we 
think may probably be obtained by us. Now 
the great Good which the Go^l propoies, 
being eternal Life in another World; the 
Hope of Chriftians confifts chiefly in the Ex- 
pedlation which they have of being admitted 
at laft into that State of everlafting Perfec- 
tion and Happiiiefs, which their Religion re- 
veals and promifes. That ihis may be a Hope 
which will riot be difappointed, it fhould arife 
from a Confcioufnefs of our fincere Endea- 
vours to fulfil the Condition of the Gofpel Co- 
venant. I know indeed that many are apt 
to imagine themfelves cntided to the Promifes 
of the Gofpel, and to be full, of Hopes of 
enjoying all the Happinefs which it offers, upon 

fome 
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Seh M. feme very different F6UhdationS ; fuch a^ thd 
VIL /caret Furpofe of God predeftinadng them to 

^'^^'V^^ eternal Life, the zealous l^rofcffion of a pure 
Faith, the being Mertibefs of a true Church, 
a regular Attend^ftce upon the External Duties 
of Piety and Devotion, art incompleat of, 
partial Practice of Virtue, a ftrong Confidence 
in the Merits ofC^rtfi, the Efficacy of Ab- 
folutions, and a death-bed Sorrow for Sin. 
But thefe are very wretched- Grounds for 
fupporting the Hopes of Chriftians^ and v^ill 
certainly feil the Peribns who build upon 
thenu It is abundantly evidehthoth from 
the exprefs Declarations of the Gofpel, and 
our natural Notions of the Divine Nature, that 
nothing can be the Foundation of a reafbn- 
able Confidence towards God, and of a folid 
Hope of future Happinefs, but the Know- 
ledge of our own Integrity; the Confciouf^ 
nefs of an entirely virtuous Mind, which is 
difengaged from every Vice> thd ftedfidlly 
inclined to all Holinefs. Upon this ground, 
and upon this alone, we may look up witli 
confidence to our Heavenly Father, and en- 
tertain a Hope of immortal Happinefs, which 
vnXL ht Jfire anijiedfajl^ which will be fully 
anfwered at laft, and which may adminiAer 
the greatefl Confblation and Joy to us, as 
long as we remain ia this World. 

The 
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The laft Principle whkh I am to explain is^S e r m. 
Cbartty. I fhall not here mention any of the VI t 
vulgar limited Senfes whieh are put upon the ^*^V^»^ 
word Charity; but fhall ol^are that Cha- 
rity, in dte moA proper ienie, i& Benevo^ 
lence or Good-will to others, or a^ Diilpofi- 
tionto promote Acir Happincfe. This bf^)o=- ^ 
fitfon is to be cxcrdfed^ in ibme meafuir to- 
wards all fcnfitive Natures, or all Beings fuf- 
ceptiveof PainorPlcaficnc: But it is- of moft 
importance to coiiiider Charity^ as it is to be^ 
cxerci/ed towards rational and moral Agents. 
Charity to thcfe is a Defire of the proper 
Happinefs of theirNature,,and delight in it 
io far as it isenjoyed by them. This Charity to- 
wards rational Agents is ufually accompanied 
with fome Efteem of them, on account of 
their moral Oipadties and virtuous Qualities; 
and, if we have any cqnfiderabk Opinion of 
their Worth, with a Defire of Society and' 
Friendfliip with them,, and Delight in thtf 
Hope or Enjoyment of the(^. But thefe Sen-' 
/ajions and AfFe<fti6ns are diftip<9: from the 
DIfpofition of Charity or Love itfelf which 
we exprefs towards' them, which is properly 
Btnevolence, or a Dtfire of their Happinefs. 
The rational Agents towards \yhom we are 
to exerciie our Love, are chiefly God the Fa- 
ther of reafonable Beings, and Author of all 

their 
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S £ R M. their Powers and Perfe&ions ^ and Mankincl^ 

VIL our Fellow-creatures and Brethren, made 

after the Image of God, to whom we are in*- 

feparably united, and to whom we have the 

greateft Opportunities of being ufeful. 

As for our Love of God; it may, perhaps, 
be thought ^t this, cannot be properly called 
. 2. Defire of his Happinefs, iince that may be 
looked upon as fomething which is already 
perfect, fixed, and immutable : But however 
pcrfcA and pemianent the Divine Haippinefs 
may be, we may certainly have the fame 
Inclination towanis its Continuance, which 
we have towards the Continuance of any 
Good which we know a Friend fccurely en- 
joys, and be highly pleafed with the Thoughts 
of its Stability, and may likewife contribute 
our part to the filling up that Scheme, which 
the Divine Wifdom and Goodnefs have laid 
for the univerfal Happinefs c^ the Cr^tion, 
from the Approbation and Accomplifhment 
of which, the Happinefs of God, accord* 
ing to any rational Notion that we can fotm 
of it, muft chiefly arlfe. And this kmd Af- 
fedion towards the Deity, may have all tt&e 
other Affedions and Seniations going along 
with it in the higheft degree, which are the 
ufual Concomitants of Love: For if we na- 
turally efleem and honour the Peribns whom 

we 
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we low, in propcation to thcGoadnefs DfSERi^. 
their Chara£^rsi furclj^ we cannpt but hav? VII. 
the ptmoft Eftcem and Revcrcncq of Hiuj, ^"^"^^^^ 
who is poflefled of all Qgodd^fs, Nyith,ot|t thp 
leaft Miicflirp or AlUy pf wy Pppoii^ Otjality, 
aqd w^ 10 thi^ Origiq^I of al} tljat is lovely, 
gooddnd worthy in the Universe: If :Wp arp 
earneAJy 4*Aron§ of the fh-ipnd(bips of wife 
and good ^4eo, pwt r great valpp upon themj 
and thiT|k;Ottrfc!lvp8 hgppy in thems htoyt 
much tpore foilicitqu^^i^uO: >v^ 1^ too^t^ifi 
th^ Frieodihip fif th^ Bgk^g^ . wt)o is perfedly 
wiie^ gO(x}» AOd powerful, and the Author 
of thofe v^ty Difpafit|on& gnd Powers which 
incUn^Md pna^le M^ tp be friendly one tOr 
ward? another ? If ^0 cajn hy 4ipon cqtaia 
Grpupda thcyt this Being is our Friend, that 
we hgve ai> JnteFeft in his Wifdpiji, Pqwer^ 
and Gpodnefs^ which are all employed for 
our Happipef^, h^w delightful mqil the Con** 
fider^tloii be I We naijft certainly have a vaftly 
higher Reliiji ^f his F^ypur, than of all hu- 
man FriepdihipS) and may make oufielves 
coftteaited #nd joyful in the Scnfe of it, if evea 
all other Comforts fhould fail lis, according 
tp what thp Prpplje^ declares of himfelf. 
JUbougb the Fig-tree Jhall not blojjhm^ ^^'^^^^Hab. iii. 
Jhall Fruit ^e in tie f^jnes^ the Lahur of the «?. ^s* 
Qlive jhaUfnU^ and the fiel4% JhcH yield no 
Vol, I. O Meat; 
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S E R M.Meat, the Flock Jhall he cut off from the Fold, 
VIL Md there Jhall be no Herd in the Stalk : yet I 
^"^^^^^^^wiU rejoice in the Lord, I wiU have Joy in 
the God of my Sahathn. 

To proceed now t» the Conlidelnation of 
the Nature and Extent of Charity, with re- 
ipeift to Mankind : It will be eafily appre- 
hended, that our Love of them may be pi:o- 
perly faid to be a Deiireof their Happinefs : 
They are necefStous and'iniiitn Creatures, 
wlio muft neceilarily have a Dependance upon 
one another for the Supply of manifold Wants, 
and a great part of- the pofitive Comforts and 
Enjoyments of Life. It ha3 therefore pkaied 
the wife and good Author of out Beings^ to 
provide a Remedy againft thofe Evils to which 
we'ihould be fubjed, from the Indigency and 
Frailty of our State, by forming us with a 
Difpofition of Charity, or with tender, focial, 
fnendly, and generous AfFedions towards 
each other which unite us in one Body, mak- 
^ ing us to feel one another's Sorrows and Joys, 
and to do what we can, for removing ot alle- 
viating the Mifcries that are in the World, and 
for making every Perfon eafy and happy. 
Our Benevolence indeed will always exert 
itfelf more ftrongly towards forae than others, 
according as it is abided and ibengthned by 
natural Afiedtion, the Obligations of Friend- 

(hip 
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fliip or Gratitude, ' and the Obftrvatioft ofSERM* 
eminent Virtue : But in fdtile degree it muft VII. 
extend to the whole Huhidn Kind, making us^^^^* 
moft fincerely to wifti the Profperity of all 
Men, anddifpofing us to be as eminently and 
cxtenfively ufeful, as our Abilities, Stations, 
arid Cireuinftances will 4llow of^ irt the Cbm- 
munites to which we belong, and aniong all, . 
to whom our Influence can any way reach. 
This univerfal Love of Mankind, and this 
Concern for the Welfare of the Publick, arc 
indeed the nobleft parts of that Charity of 
which Men are Objeds, and fhould be care- 
fully cherifhedand cultivated by us, for mak^ 
ing us as general Benefadtors, as it is poflible 
for us to be, and for reftraining the Excefles 
not only of our felfi(h Paffions, but alfb of 
our partictrlar good Af&diohs, which, how^- 
cver amiab!e when exercifed confidently with 
the common Good of Society^ yet always ap- 
pear a& evil and pernicious Qualities, when 
indulged to fuch a degree of Fondnefs, as 
makes us for the fake of the pHvate and con- 
fined Interefts of our Families, Friends, and 
Favourites, to negledl or prejudice the gene- 
ral and more enlarged Intercfts of Mankind, 
and of our Country, which are always chiefly 
to be regarded by us. 

P 2 Having 
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S E R M. Having thus explained, fo far as is Ijere ne* 
Vn. ceffary, the Natures of Faith ^ Hope^ aod 
Charity y I come now to conlider the Excel- 
lency of ,C&iri(y, above Faith and Hope^ and 
upon what accounts it is preferred befi>re 
,them. 

I . The Excellency of Charity above Faith 
and Hf>pe^ will foon appear to any one who 
wiU.:but attend to the Nature and U(e of 
thefe feveral Principles. Faith and Hope are 
indeed things which are extremely neceffiuj 
^nd ufeful for ftreogthnmg us againft thr 
Temptations to which we are ^unavoidably 
expofed in our prefent indigent nid infirm 
State, and iox fupporting aod enlivening us in 
the fteady Profeffion and £xer«ife ^f Religion 
and Virtue ; and without them, it is otftaio, 
diat but very few, if any at ail, would be afaJe 
to adhere uniformly to their Duty» and tQ at- 
tain to the true^ Perfedion and End of their 
Beings^ But after this is granted, it muA be 
Qwned, that the whole ufe of Faith and Hop(^ 
coftfifts in their fubfcrvicncy to advance and 
fecurc the great End of Rdigion, in being 
proper Means to excite and preferve good 
Difpofitions in us ; and that if they be not ef- 
fedlual to thefe Purpofes, as through our own i 
fault they often are not, they are not of the i 
leaft fignificancy. Now fomething more may j 

be 
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be iaid in fav6tlr of Cfaaritf, that it is aQjia-'SBRM. 
lity which is intrinfically xnd immediately ' VII. * 
good, whidi is lovely and excellent in itfelf, ^"' '"^ 
and the very End, which. Faith and Hope, 
as Means,^e defigned to promote in us.. This 
nnift be evident to all who are at pains to rc^ 
fled on the nature of thcfc thre^ Principles, 
as well as what we are taught concerning the . 
Ufe and Defign of them in the New Tdlta- 
mcnt ; where Faith, we arc told, is a Prin- 
ciple which is to work by Love^ or to raife a Gal. v. 6. 
Temper of Charity in us; and where, it is 
faid, to receive its PerfeSlion from the good jam. d. 
Works which it produces; where Hope hkc-Coi.j.c,6, 
wife is reprefented as produdtive of the famejiMn 
Fruits of Goodnefs; and Charity is declared*"' ^ 
to be the higheft PerfedHotty the Ccmplctioriy M.:.h v, 
and End of all Religion. ^om. 

2. But the fuperior Excellency of Cbarity^^- ^\ 
will fiuthtf <HfP^^> ^^ confidering the Va- 
lue of it in laiiing the Characters of Men, and 
that it is indeed the principal Quality in the 
moft illuftrious and divine Charadters, of 
which we have any .Kn(»y ledge or .Concep- 
tion. What is it dlac gives us an Opinion of 
the Merk of Men» and recommends them 
to any hig^ Degree of our Eftccm ? It is not. 
a found Belief, oc the Pfpfeffion of a true, 
Fwth, though it fhould be accompanied with. 
O 3 * the 
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Ss RM. the greateft Zeal ; it is not the moft confident 
VII. Expedation of the Mercy of God, and the 
fulled AiTurance of the heavenly Happineiss 
it is not any Knowledge, nor any natural or 
fpiritual Gifts : Thefe, and fuch like things, 
may poffibly amuie and captivate focpe injudi-* 
cious Minds, but are very little regarded by 
Perfons of Confideration and Difcernment, in 
comparifon of the Difpofitions of Piety, Hu- 
manity, Friendfhip, Publick-fpiritednefs, and 
Generofity, which muft be allovved by all 
who refleft on thein, to be the nobleil Ac- 
complifhments of our Nature, and which 
never fail to advance thofe, who prudently 
exert them, to the highefl Order and Rank 
of Mankind. What was it but the divine 
Goodneis and Charity of our Blefled Saviour, 
which rendered his Charafler fo aniiable and 
excellent as it is ? Though he pofleiTed all, the 
Trea/ures of fVifdom and Knowkdgey and 
ffake ^s never Man fpake ; though he per- 
formed the moft futpriiing Miracles; though 
he received the greateft Marks of the divine 
Favom*, and had the moft glorious Atteftati« 
ons given (o his MiHion from Heaven ; yet 
none of theie things can make fuch ImprefH- 
ons upon our Hearts, and excite fuch a lovely 
Idea of him in our Minds, as the Delight 
^hich he took in promoting the Honoi^r of 
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• 

God, and in doing good to Mankind ; as'hisSE R m* 
Compaffion to a jxjrifhing World ; as that VII. 
Love which prompted hiim to leave the Bofom ^^'"'^^^ 
qftbe Fitter y and to appear among Men in 
the Farm of a Servant y and to fubmit to the 
gre^Keft Ind%nities and Miieries of human 
Life, that lie might more efi^£hially advance 
the trae Perfedion and Happinefs of our 
Nature. This is what makes him appear in 
the moft glorious Light, and muft for ever 
ende^'him to every good Mind, and is the 
very Crown and Perfoftion of all his Excel- 
lencies. 

And when we refleift upon the divine Na-» 
ture itfelf, and what it is that we moft ad^* 
mire in it, and account its greateft Glory, 
is it not evidently the Attribute of Goodnefs ? 
In God there is properly neither Faith nor 
Hope, nor many other things, which are 
reckc»ied Perfedions and ufeful Qualities in 
us ; yet he is not the k& perfedl and amiable 
for the wanLofthem, biit is indeed the mod 
excellent and lovely of all Beings, as he is . 
pofiieffed of infinite Goodnefs ; as he is intent 
upon promoting the univerfal Happitteis of 
his Creatures, and is always emplopng the 
moft proper Means, which his infinite Wif- 
dom and :Pawer can fijggeft and furnifh him 
with^ for effe^Sing it /This is what gives U9 
4 the 
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SERM.the nobleft Idea 6f falm that cube, faeybnd 

VIL which it is not pofliblt to form an langioa* 

'tion of dny thii^ ff^ and exceUcnt. So 

that Charity being the principal Beauty and 

higheft Quality itx the heft Charttacrs, and 

Qiofl: excell^it Natutea, it maj^ certainly, 

be juftly faid, to be greater than Faith and 

Hope, and indeed than all the other J[>iipo«> 

fitions and PrinGi{dc$ Mrhich are to be foand 

Hi Mankihdt 

. J. Ch(irity may be pretferml before Faith 
and Hope^ bccaufQit.hath a hxxre direiSb and 
immediate Influence on the Happinefi of 
Men> thai) they have. I do not nov^ i^ieak 
of the pmblick Happing of Society, though 
undoubtedly. Charity, of all the Principles in 
the human Mind, mod dircOiy pixxmotes that, 
iM of th^ private If af^incfs whacfa evtry In* 
dividual, enjpyeth ;in> himfelf. The E;cpcn« 
eAce aAd Refle^h: of Men m&y tonvince 
th^ojt that the princ^ fiourcc fi>om whence 
|ht$ iowtoodiately ^ifds, is a fiocercly pious, 
humimei friendly, and kind Temper ; diat 
from hence we naturally receive Joys die 
^oft pure and iatisl^g^ which moft nearly 
add iaiimatdy afiisft us^ gxviqg^ us a nobfe 
relilhof ourfelves, andof the Digni^ of oar 
Nature, and abiding always wkh us te :&p 
port and revive us, when moft other pom* 

forts 
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forts faU. FiAfc ^d HbpCi it i» Certain, add S'« r m; 
vtfy confidettMjr to our Ha^pinef^, as they VH; 
rtjten to i« fe moft beautiful ahd dcBght-:^^^^'^^ 
ful Scene,' in which Wt ifee aM things con- 
trived arid oi^fefe^ bndbr th^ Dirtdtion of a 
perffedHy wife^, i)oWcifuli and good Mind, 
to thA general H^pf^idefs 6f the Univerfe ; and 
Pttrtrifion inade for the Continuance of our 
Being, and ^helMrtafe 6f ill our nnoft valu- 
able Joys, aifter thii mortal State is ended. 
But the FBUndatiohof our Happinefe^ is not 
hud in thefe : ft fpfiilgs dinsetly from the 
good Tempet of our Minds, freno our Reve- 
rence, Love, and Gratitude to God, from our 
Oood-Mrill to Mankind, frorii our Compaffion, 
Friendfhijp arid Bienignity 5 and unlefs thefc 
be the prevailing Difpcfitioris in our Hearts, 
ills impoffible that any Belief of a Eteity, anrf 
a good PtovSdeneie, arthkt irtyProipeftofaji 
Aftet-exiftfence cah make us&fy; but we 
muft fooh grofw >tt^eary of aMy State, in which 
ttt have iio Cbnfclooftltfe ofanjr internajp 
WDrth, and too BlcperieriCie of th* Jdys f^ 
Love and good CMIoss; v^ich Urb're^fy ehd 
Life of all o«r t'leafores/ and nbteflary to 
make ExifteDcfc5 foe any ^nfiderabletime,' 
agreeable or even tolerable to Us. ^uch a ne- 
oefilary and immediate Dependance has thi 
Happinefs c^Meii ott a Tcmpbr of Charity; 

upon 
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Sjt R If rupon which ^count it may vety well be va^ 
yUv lued alx)ve Faith and Hope, which however 
^uf^ful they may be, are not Co much, nor fo 
immediately uie&l to us, as it is. 

Laftly, Charity is greater than Faith and 
Mope^ becaufe it is of a more fixed and im* 
qiutaUe Nature than they are. This Perma- 
nency of Charity is a CtrcumAance particu«- 
Iju-ly noticed by St. Pauh, and one Reafon of 
the Preference which he gives it above Pro- 
phecies, Miracles, Faith, . and Hope. Thefe 
things which are of great ufe, as Supports 
of Religion^ and as Means to carry cm the 
End of it in this weak and imperfeA ftate (£ 
our Beings, will all ceafe, when we arrive to. 
a fiabe of greats Accomplifhment and Per-. 
fe<aion in another WorUL The clear, intui- 
tive, and compreheniive Views, which we 
0^1 then obtain of things, and the immedi^ 
ate. Perception and Feeling which we fhall 
have of the divine Goodnefs, will fupedede 
die Neceffity of thpie defedive and partial 
Methods of Itiformation which we now en- 
joy, and vnll leave no room for the Exercife 
of Faith and Ibpe. But Charity woerfaiU 
eth : Its Natute will not decay, or change : It 
wUl indeed be very much he^btened andinw 
pTQv^d in the heavenly State, from a more 
habitual and lively Senfe of the Excellence 

of 
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of the Divine Nature, and firom a ctoferSEitM* 
Attachment to the whole Syftem of intelli* VII, 
gent Bebgs, than our Condition and Cir*^^^^"^'^ 
cumftances in this World will allow us to 
have. But the fame Difpofition of Bene« 
volence and Goodnefs, which is our chief 
Glory and our trueft Happinefs here, will 
continue to belikewife our higheft Pcrfcdion 
and Happinefs in every Period and State 
of our Exifteoce hereafter. This then may 
convince us of the great Dignity of Charity, 
and of its Preeminence and Superiority when 
compared with Faith and Hope, which are 
things defigned to be of ufe to us only during 
the prefent Infancy of our Being, and will, 
not go along with us into any hi^ier Scenes 
whereas Charity will flouriih moft in Heaven, 
and be our greateft Ornament, and a thing of 
the utmoft confequence to our Happinefs, 
in the higheft State to which we ihall ever 
be exalted. 

I (hall now conclude with a few Remarks 
upon what has been difcourfed. 

I. We may obferve how exadlly Chrifli-* 
anity £ill$ ip with the Pistes of Nature, 
sind how much it copfults the Intereft and 
dappinefs of Mankind, by making fo great 
99 t^count of Charity, and marking it out to 

us 
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SRRM.U5 io^ &fr \af^ik and nobleft Friiiclpte (^ 
VII. Aaion! WK^n we refleft on the feveral Dif- 
^^^^pDfilions arid iFViiicifJleS beldnging to our Na- 
ttife, ^nd cotifjdef' whitb of them k the moft 
worthy ahd eirteltent, and the moft conducive 
to oof Happincifd, Charity is the one which 
li always moft approved by U^: When this 
Difpofition prevails ftrongly in the Heart, and 
has its proper Influence add £fie£t upon the 
Life and Condu6l> it has a moft amiable and 
venerable ApJ^earance^ our Confciences can- 
not but efteern it as our greateft Ornament 
zvA Excelteney; smd our Reafon and Expe-* 
rkncc teach lis; that it is the moft certain and 
efieAual means of promoting our own Hap 
pinefs, and ^ Happineft of others alfo, fo 
far as that ixvsf depend upon our £ndea(vours« 
Now this Di^)©fition, which is naturally fa 
amikble^ and teiieficial, Chriftianity hath 
inculcated ikitv^ all dthers, and recommended 
with peculiar Advantages, placing it in the 
firft Rank and Order of its Duties, and dj^la- 
ring it to be of the utmoft moment in Religion, 
I and gr^^ter than all other things in it, to be 
the beft Foundation of a worthy Condyfl:, 
and the Sum' and f^erfection of all Virtue. 
Thus indeed it might be expected that the 
Gofpel, fuppofing it to be really a Divine 
Revelation, would agree with the Voice of 

Nature, 
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Nature, in declaring die ^jfc^JI)^^ 
portancp of Citsffity : hsA certainly it is np Vlj. 
(maU Recomnacnd^tion of xhc Chriftkui Rcjir/^.^"^ 
Ijbn,. that it agr^ecs ib fviJJf . with fhc Sug- 
^ictfis^Natuceinith^fo^ ThifCirr 
j^KOft^ce^ t^ii^ it i$ AOjt.fuffident.withH 
out external Proofs to ^evince .the Divine Oiji- 
^inal of the Gpfpel, m?^ at leaft procure it 
the A^ention and Favoyr of Mankind, ^and 
cannot fSaul |o,ip?«ke all, wh^ h?ve any Sep^ 
of y ktve aQ4 Hui^fianity, to ^i/h weU ^ fui 
In&iditiov, whH:h is fo evidi^tly calci^^tefl 
to fuirance ith^ Perfedtiqn ^ )tlap|vnc^ ^ 
^ehiwnan Nature, 

2. We may obfisrve how 43njuft it k to 
daarge the Do^ine of Chailty, or the pUre 
Love of God and of Mahkind, with £n«- 
th^ifiafin, .and Inconliftency - wkh the Prinr 
ciples of the Chriftian Religion. One who 
-k not acquainted widi the Subtleties and Re* 
^^lemfente of .nwiny of our Philofophers, but 
who only follows the <Juidancc of Nature, 
and reads with aii unprqudic^ Mind the De- 
clarations of the New Teftamcnt, will pro- 
bably be not a little furprized to find fuch a 
Charge advanced againft this Doctrine, and 
think it enough for confuting it, to bid any 
Man reflect on what he feels within himftlf, 
and to attend impartially to the plain Ailertions 

of 
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SERM.of our ^viour and his Apoftlcs. Thcife is 
Vn. certainly a Foundation in Nature for dlert* 
^^^^V^ing that there is fuch a thing as pure Cha- 
rity or diiinterefied Love in Manlcind ; that 
we have Affedions implanted in t(s, Vt^hich 
lead us, without any regard to our own In- 
tereft, to pleafe and do good to others, in 
numberlefs Inflances. We mdy have aii in- 
ternal Confcioufnefs and Perception of thefe 
AfFedions ; and they appear very plainly in a 
great part of our external Condudt, which is 
never to be accounted for in any tolereraUe 
manner, unlefs it be fuppofed to ariie from 
them. So that it is far firom being the Ef- 
fect of Enthufiafm or ^inciful Imagination, 
to fay that we are to ad diiintereftedly> jx 
from pure Love : This is indeed only to do 
juftice to the Author of our Nature, and 
that wife and good Order in which he has 
been pleaied to frame it. It is certain like- 
wife that the Chriilian Religion makes Cha- 
rity its main Principle, and magnifies it above 
all other Qualities and Virtues. Our Savioiur 
exprefly declares the Love of God and ofmr 
Neighbour to be the principal Part, the very 
Life and Subftance of true Religion ; and 
St. Paul tells us, that Charity is thtEnd of 
the Commandment^ and greater than all other 
matters in Religion. And the fame thing 

may 
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may be conduded from die general 8fraihS£RKf. 
of the Eithcntations and DircSions that we Vll. 
meet with in the New Teftament. How ^^^'^'^^^ 
then codies the Dodrine of pure Charity to 
be inconfifient with the Principles of Chti-- 
itianity ? Is it becaufe the Gofpel fpeaks of 
our adiing from fome other Principles bdkks 
that 6f generous Love> and eflablifhes its Laws 
widi Sanctions of Rewards and Puniihments^ 
which operate upon our felfifli Paffions, and 
determine us from private Confiderations to 
do the thii^ which it requires f This has 
indeed been fuggefted ; but how wifely, iet 
all Men of the leaf): Reflediori judge. For 
may not both the feifi(h and generous A£- 
feAions of otir Nature be very confiflefttly 
applied to, and brought to confpire in th^K 
fame End ? Is it not indeed neceilary that 
they fhould co-operate, for keeping us ftedfafl 
in the PraAice of Virtue ? For if they did 
not, our felfifh Paflions would certainly re-^ 
tard our Progrefs in Virtue, and make us 
fall off£:om it in many CafeS. Nothing 
therefore can be wifer than the Method which 
the Gofpel has taken for fecuring our Steadi- 
nefs in our Duty, by giving both the private 
and benevolent Difpofitions of our Nature the 
fame Turn and Tendency, by afluring us that 
our Interefl and Duty are clofeiy connedcd, 

and 
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SeiiM. and that we aw b^ no wbm proy^e^bf 
VII. pur own Happipr^ fo wcU 4$ by dcsng thofe 

^■^^"^^"^ things, which tfee fweet and [|i«i Pjopenfioos 
ojf our hearts, naturally lead and prompt lu 
to. Thu?thefl^l»w^ttl<M3cletoth^ 
Praiflice of Vjrtuoy ari^i^ ftom tn Apprcr 
heniion of its IqcH^nMency with our private 
Iei\t^e(^ is rmioved* and die generous Af^ 
fedions of our Nattire may freely exm theix^- 
£elve$, wbicji they muft do if we would an«^ 
fwer the Intention of the Cbriftiiin RdigiQni 
k4 attain to that He^ht of Pcrfedion which 
it requires. For it would be moft injtirioiM, to 
tfai( ejccellent.Inftitution^ to iUppofe tfaati( 
will be eontented with our a^ing folely aa4 
^nflantly from the low Motive of private In? 
vnffH., Thc;^o(pel is far irosi Qoijtwttwg 
fuch narrow ^nd feliUh £>ifi^i^lyne ^fhis; 
Though it ludii amply provided for the Gra-* 
tUication of our Self^Love, that we may b^ 
under no TeiJi^)tation to defcrt our Dtity^ &x 
the fake of our Intereft, in any Cafe, but 
that we may even from hence be excited to 
acquire and ftrengthen, by all proper means, 
all virtuous Difpoiitions in ourfelves ; yet it 
hath withal inculcated a much more noble 
and generous Principle of Action, even a pure 
difinterefted Defirc of pleafing God, and pro- 
moting the Happinefs of our Fellow- Creatures^ 

which 
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Which muft habitually influence suxi govern Sekm^ 
our Condu<aj or it can hever be agreeable to YH/ 
the Defign and Spirit of Chriftianity; ^-OT^ 

3. We may take notice how abfilrd and 
prepofterouq it is for Chriftian^ to contend fa 
vehemently and eagerly about ithe Articles of 
their Faitb^ atu] any of ther religious Tenets^ 
as to iriolate the Rules ,of Charity^ and diA 
Oirb the Peace and Happinefs.of Mankind;. 
So mueh hath a Spirit of Strife and Contention 
about the dodhinal parts of'Religionj and the 
peculiar Opinions of the different StOis. in 
it j prevailed above a Zeal for tnie Piety, for 
the Prefer vation of Chrifliah Love and Unity, 
and for promoting the Profperity and Happi-^ 
nefs of human Society •, that if one were to 
judge of the Defign of Chriftianity, not from 
the Dodtrine of its Author, but the Con- 
dudl of its Profeflbrs, he would certainly con- 
clude that the great thing enjoined knd re* 
oommended by it was not a Temper of Piety 
and Humanity, but an orthodox Belief, and 
accurate way of thinking concerning all the . 
abftrufe and intricate Points in Religion ; that 
the Knowledge of our Duty was of riluch 
more importance than the Pra^ice of iti 
and that Almighty God was better pleafed 
with our filling oiir Heads with barren Spe- 
culations, thdn our Hearts with Goodnefs and 

Vol. L P Love* 
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Skr M.Love. Bat whoever reads the New Tefta- 
VII. ' mcnt with the leaft ImpAttiality muft foort 
fee that the Defign of the Gofpel is far <fi& 
fercnt from what the Praftice of ite Profcf- 
fbrs would infinuate it to be > that it inlenda 
to fubdue all otnr angry Pafiionsi and to work 
in us a Difpofkion of univeriid Compaffion 
and Benevolence, to make us padentty bear 
with one another'^ involuntary Miftakes^ and 
to contend even for nec^flary Trudw in the 
Spirit of Love and Meeknefs j to do nodiing 
to inflame the Differences and widen the 
Breaches which are among Men, but to do 
ail in our power to compofe and heal tbena - 
that it teaches us to value Charity far above 
any fort of Faith and Knowledge, and to 
be much more foUicitous to profelyte Men 
to true Goodnefs than to make diem the 
Difciples of any Party whatfocvcr. This, 
I fay, is what any one may eafily difccrn to 
be the Defign of the Chriftiari Religion ; and 
that therefore that violent and factious Spi- 
rit, which under the Notion of Zeal for the 
Purity of the Faith, and a nccefl&ry De- 
fence of the Truths divides and diftradts the 
Churches of Cbrtfij fills the Hearts of Chri- 
ftians with bitter Envy and Hatred againfl 
ojie another, and. often breeds great Confu- 
fion and Mifery in the civil Communities 

of 
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bf Mcb, i& moft IhamcfuUy abfimi in all who S e r m* 
DTofcft a Veneration for the Gc^Jcl. The VIL 
inconfiftenfcyofthifi Temper with the End ^"^^^ 
of Chriftiiuiity is indeed fo very a|>parent, 
that k inuft be a oioft biind and ongovernablcr'' 
Zeal that can hindte any from peifeeiving it 
It is <»tain thdt all who refled cdonly upoti 
it, muftcQodetiui it as the moft prepo^e- 
rous and iaexcuiatsfle thing in Chriftkns that 
can be. 

4. Laftly, Froaa what has been difcourfed^ 
we may ^eoiark when:int)hatPer&€tioD, whidi 
we Aoiald be always sfpiiing and growing 
up t^i confifts I eFen in a Temper of Love 
irecly exectiog it&lf in all the A&s of a ra« 
tional Piety and Devotion towards God, and 
of a generotis and €Xtenfive Beneficence to 
Mankinds This is what both the Prafne of 
otir Nature^ and the Declaratic»is of God in 
his Word, point out to us as our higheil End 
and our greateft Excellence and AccofnpIiOi- 
ment. This Temper, therefore, we fhould 
by ail means raife and cheri(h in ourfelves, 
and never be contented with any lower At- 
tainments in Religion. It may perhaps be 
allowable Soc thofe, who are but newly en- 
tered upon Religion, and who are to be con- 
fidered only as BaAis and little Children init^ 
to a£t from a lefs generous and perfedt Dif- 
P 2 poiition; 
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SERM.pofition ; but it may certainly be expcded of 
VII. all who arc of any confidcrablc (landing in 

^^^^^^ the Profeffion of Religion, that they (hould 
proceed upon manly and noble Principles; 
that they fhould offer to God an ingenuous 
and liberal Service ; that they (hould perform 
their good Works, not from Confh^int and 
Fear, but from a Mind touched with a hVcIy 
Senfe of the Beauty of Virtue/ with tender 
Impreffions of Gratitude towards God, and a 
(incerc and pure Good-will to Mankind. 
Tbefe are the Difpo(itions which muft be al- 
ways prevailing and growing in us, if we 
would arrive ttt the true Pcrfedion of Chri- 
ftianity, aft up to the Dignity of our own 
Beings, and prepare ourfelves for that pcrfeft 
and happy State into which we hope to enter 
hereafter, where all other Aflfeftionsand Prin- 
ciples of A<5tion being done away, pure Love 
will influence oiu- Behaviour for evermore. 



SERMON 
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SERMON VIII. 

The Evidence of a future Judg- 
ment, and its Influence for en- 
g^ng Men to Repentance. 



AcTsXyil. 30, 31/ 

^d the Times of this Ignorance God winked 
dt^ but now commandetb all Men every 
^vbere to repent ; becaufe be bath appointed 
a Day in the wbicb be mil judge tbe 
World in Right eoufnefs^ by that Man whom 
. be batb ordained^ whereof he hath given 
aJJUrance unto all Men^ in that be batk 
raifedbimfrom tb^ Dead, 

THE Confl^cr^tion of a futqrc Judg^ 
ment, lyhich is a thing very fully 
difcovercd and afcertaioed by the 
0ofpel, IS frequently inailcated by our tor4 
2|ad his ApoflleSy as a ftrong A^otive and A?- 
^ 3 gmncnt 
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214. Tl'be Evidence and Influence 

SERM.gumcnt for reclaiming Men from their Sins, 
VIIL and for engaging them to Repentance and the 
^"^^^^^Pradtice of Virtue: St. Paul particularly dcrr 
clares in the Text, that now that God has 
given the World the moft autbentick Ai^ 
furance of an univerf^l righteous Judgment, 
by the Refurre£tion of his Son from the 
Dead, he more than ever Hififts upon the 
Repentance of Men. The former 7imes of 
Ignorance be winked of ; he did not fb fevercr 
ly animadvert as he might juftly have done, 
upofi the Corruption and ^n'^ickednefs ofPmtkr 
kind for feverpl T^ges preceding the Revela- 
tion of the Gofpel, in which the great 
Truths and Principles of Religion were raoft 
unhappily obicured, and in fome meafure lott^ 
\n that heap of Abfurdity and Folly, which 
the Weaknefs and Superftition of Men had 
introduced ; but now fince the Dodrine of 
our Saviour has not only revived the natural 
Law, but has confirmed and enforced it with 
much ftronger Sandions than it had before, 
by i clear Revelation of a State of endlefs 
Rewards and Punifhments, to which every 
one wiU be adjudged in another World, ac- 
cording to his good or bad Conduct in this, 
God exp^as that Mankind will fuffer this 
Conlidetation to have its proper Weight and 
Influence upon them, and commands them 
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\ upon pain of his higheft Difplcafurc,SERM- 
% is to be declared in the future Judg- ^^I'* 
.c againfi all Ungodlinefs andUnrighteouf-- 

/fi of Mkfty to forfake their evil Ways, and 
to lead Lives of the ftriAeft Piety, Purity, and 
Virtue : But now commandeth all Men every 
nobfre to repent ^ btcaufe he bath appointed a 
Day^ in the which he will judge the World 
in Rigbteoufnefs, by that Man whom he hath 
ordained^ whereof he hath given jiffurance 
unt9 all Men^ in that he hath raifed him 
from the Dead. In treating of this Subject, 

I. Confider what Evidence and Afllirarice 
Vt have of a future Judgment. 

II. Shew what Force the Cqnfideration of 
^s ihould have for engaging Men to Repen- 
tance and a Refbrmaticm of thek Lives. 

PirJI^ I (hall confider Whctt Evidence and 
Aflurance we have of a future Judgment 
Mow thotigh thid Point has fceeivttl the ftilr 
left Confirmation from Ae Goipd, which 
mtift take away from the Minds of all who 
ctnfarace it, every Doubt »id Svfpieion about 
the Certainty of a future Judgment; ye{ 
our Belief of it do^ not depend entirely upon 
^TeitimonyofReVela&>n, nc^* were Man* 

P 4 
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SERM.kind before thecomiiig of our Savionr withr 
yill. out an Expcdation and Perfuafiop of if. 
^ There were hardly any Notions that prevailed 
more univerfally in the I^eathen World, 
^han that there was to be a future State i that 
Mankind were to be broqght to ?in equitable 
and imp^tial Trial in it J aiid in confequcnce 
of that, to be fixed in a State of Happinefs 
pr Mifery, in proportion to the Good or Evil 
which they did in fhis World. The Vulgar, 
it muft be ov^rned, for the mofl part receiv- 
ed this Dpfflrine as it was drefled out in the 
Fidions and fabulous Reprefentations of thp 
Poets ; but this, though it diminiihed the 
gQod EfFcft and Influence pf the Dodrine 
upon them, yet did not ufually hinder their 
having a firm Belief of it : And as for' the 
wifer Men among them, fome of thcfe at 
leaft, Jhad not only a ftrong Hope of a futurp 
State, but feemed to have a very rational No- 
tion of the Nature of that State, and of the 
Juftice, Impartiality,aiid univerfal pxtent qf 
the Judgment which Men vyoul^ undergo 
upon their Entrance into it. Now theGrpunds 
and Reafpns upon which theie wife ]^eathens 
^terts^incd the Opinion of a future State, and 
Vi future Judgment,, and upon which we .may 
Oill entertain the fame, antecedently to the 
Notices of Revelation, arc briefly fuch ^s thdf 
fplljjwing : I. The 
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I. The Nature of the Soul of Man, fcemsSE » m. 
plainly to decide tljat \t is made for a future VIIL 
Exiftcnce, and for appearing in another Scene 
after this Life is ended. Whoever with any 
attention refleds upon his own Soul, may 
eafily perceive it to be of ?Ln entirely different 
Nature ftom the Body : that it is one iimple in- 
divifible Subftance, though the Subject of va- 
rious and diftind Powers, and not like the 
^ody a Compp(ition of innumerable Parts^ 
which may be all di^joiped and feparated from 
one another} thgt it is endowed with many 
Power; and '^cO^ons, fuch as Thought and 
B^eafon, Judgment and Choice, Love and 
Hatred, Joy and Sorrow, which can never be 
the Properties or Effe<5ls of Matter in any 
pojQible Variation or Modification of its P^rts. 
Who can ferioiiily affirm that Matter, a brute 
jmadive thing, which is only moved when it 
is aded upon and impelled from without, can 
by ariy Alteration of the Situation, Size, and 
Figure of its Particles, ever produce the Iow-p 
eft Senfation ? And bow much lefs can it pro* 
duce thofe noble and divine Sentiments, thofb 
fublime and generous Affections to which the 
Soul of Man fometimes rifes up, in its Con* 
temj^tiqns of God and Virtue, the Order of 
the Univerfe, and that Providence which fuT* 
taias and govem# all things? Certainly aU At;- 

tempts 
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Ser M.*tempt3 to account for thcfe things upon mere 
V|IL mechanical Principles, or by any Laws of 
Nature obtaining in the corporeal World, are 
abfolutely ridiculous. The Soul fterefort is 
an immaterial Principle^ and from this Imma-r 
teriality pf the Soul, though vre cannot infer 
foch a nece£^ Immortality of it, as is inde- 
pendent of the Power and Will of its Creator; 
yet, we may conclude that the Diilblfition ^ 
(he Body will not infer the Diffi^Iufion of ii» 
8od, but that this, on the contrary, is natii* 
rally framed for a State of Immortality ; md 
that it feems to be the Intention of its Cst* 
fctor in making it of fuch a nature, thM it 
ihould furvh^e the corruptible Body, and think, 
and ad, and enjoy in a State feparate from k, 
and with more l^reedom and Enlargement, 
in all probability^ than in its prefer fr^ tif 
Confinement and Union to the Body, it can A^ 
This appears fliil more probable, when wc cod* 
fider what great Ci^cities and noble Faculties 
the Soul is poflefl^ of, that it has a force of 
Reafon which can penetrate far into the Catt^ 
fes and Dependencies of things, which can 
invent the moft ufeful Arts, and make the 
moft furprifing Difcoveries in almoft efwy 
part of the the Univerie j that it has a WkBom 
which is dble to conduct the moil moflMiltoiiS 
tiShm of this Wotl4» and a Memory ftorM 

with 
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with an almoft infinite Trcafure of Know-SERM. 
ledge ; that it has many amijible Inftinfts and Vlll. 
generous AflEc^ons, with a divine rclifli and^^^ 
love of Virtue: That Nature, which is the 
Sul^ of fuch great Endowments, and fuch 
cxcelient Qualities, may, agreeably to the 
reafoning of fomeof the Ancients, be juftly 
pefumed to be mof e than mortal ; efpecially 
confidering that the Powers and Faculties of 
die Soul never arrive in this World at a fult 
ftate of PcrfeiSKon, not even in thofe who 
have the grcateft Opportunities for cultivating 
the Mmd, and who apply themfelves to it 
widi the u^oft diligence : After all the Im« 
provcmcnts which die vnieft and beft of Man- 
Icind make in Knowledge and Virtue, they 
find not only an infatiable Defire, but a re^ 
Capacity of greater Knowledge, and greater 
Virtue remaining in them ; that their Minds 
are not to be fadsfied with any Acquifitions in 
Wifilom and Goodnefs 5 that their tafte for 
diefe things, pardculariy for die latter, initead 
pf being decayed and worn out with Ufo and 
Time, is always growing mwc ibong and 
lively. And if the moft refined and generous 
Spirits among Mankind, do necefiarily in this 
Life fall fhort of the trae Pcrfeftion of dieit 
Nature, how much more cvidcndy muft this 
joe die cafe of the main body of Men, who» 

in 
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^E R M, In the hurry and confufion of their worldly 
; VIII. iVffaks, have ufually but little Time and Abi- 
lity for imprpving their fpiritual and divine 
part, which therefore lies moft miferably neg- 
lected, and is but little fruitful of thpfij Qua- 
lities and Virtues which are its highefl Orna^^ 
ments and Excellencies, The Confequence 
of all which feems to be, that either this moft 
curious and excellent piece of divine Work- 
manfhip, the Soul of Man, has been made 
in a gre^t meafure in vain ; or there muft be 
a future State, where it will be brought into 
9 more augufl and enlarged Scepe of Adtion» 
where full fcope will b? give^i to its Faculties, 
and they will attain to a degree of Vigour and 
perfeftion infinitely fuperior tp what th^r 
could arrive at in this World, Whether th<5 
latter be not the more probable Concluiion, 
let every one of the lead Reflpftiop judgp, 

2. The natural Suggeftions and Coi^viftions 
of Confcience are a farther Confirmation of a 
future ^tate, andUkevy^ife an A^'g^^^^^^^ ^^^ 
Mankind will be brought to a fair and im« 
partial Judgment in ^t. There is no one who 
may not be confcious of ^ Principle in hin^fel^t 
which diflates to him a great Difference be- 
tween moral Good and Evil, which dire&s 
^d excites him to praftife the one, and pro- 
hibits and reftrains hinpt from i^oing the ocfaer^ 
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and .which affords him a great deal of Peace Serm^ 
and Comfort, and joyful Ho{)e; or, fills him YI'^* 
with Horror and Confufion^ and uneafy Pre-^"^^^^ 
fages o£ an* Aftcr-punifhment, according aS 
its Directions dre obfcrved or tranfgreiled by 
him. This is hot a fanciful keprefentation, 
but a matter of which Mankind tniy be con- 
vinced froiti thtii* inward Feeling and Expe- 
rience. Evety good Man his a mod lively 
Schfe of the Appr6bflLtioh of his Confcience, 
and a full Acquicfceiice in the Teftimony 
which it gives to his Integrity, ind the Judg- 
ment which it paflcs upon him : Ahd thbugh 
wicked Men may by various Arts fupprefs the 
Voice of Cotifcicnqe, and elude its Corredions 
for a time j yet there are Seafons, in which this 
Principle will revive in them, and aflert its 
Right of examining ftriiftly their Behaviour, 
and challenging and condemning them for it, 
and in which it will likewiie give them fonie 
(ecret Notices of a more authoritative and ef- 
fedtual Sentence that will hereafter be pro-- 
nounced upon them, conformable to its own. 
The force of this Principle is fbmetimes very 
remarkable in bad Men, in bringing to light 
their clofeft and moft fecret Adts of Wicked- 
neis, and throwing them, even when they 
have nothing to fear from any Power or Au- 
thority upon 'earth, into great Agonies and 
Convullions of Mind, upon a mere View of 

their 
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8£&M» their own Giult» and their fearfol A|)preboi^ 
VIII. ijon^ of a Divine Vengeance hailing ever their 
^^^^^^^ Heads, and ready to fall upon them i which 
Appreheniions are fbmetimes £b ftrong la ^bri^ 
Minds, that it is impoilible for them, by all 
the Eflforts of their Wit, by all the Pleafures 
and Amtifements of the World, and by all 
the Methods that diey can make ufe <2^ to 
bear them down^ or prevent their giving them 
extreme Uneafinefs and ToriAent : A plain 
Argun^ntj th^tt thefe are not adventitious 
Notions, derived from Inftitution and £duca« 
tion I but that they are the ^niiine Sentiments 
of Nature, v^hieh unavoidably fprlng up in 
the Mind, and are infeparatble from our Con* 
ftitution. Now thde natural Appreheniionii 
and fecret Anticipations which adl Men may 
fome time or other feel in themfelves, of a 
future Exigence, and a future Judgment, are 
ji good Argument to tonvlnce us that thefb 
things will realty be ; it being by no meana 
credible^ that Mankind are ib capriciouily 
formed, as unavoidably to have an Expe£ta^ 
iion of thefe ^eat Events, if after all they are 
to be difappointed, and to be. under a nccef-^ 
fity of falling into an univerfal Delufion in 
thefe moft important Matters : It n>ay rather 
be prefumed that the Suggcftions of Confci* 
ence concerning a future Judgment, arc de- 
iigned iov a folemn Admonition to them to 

prepare 
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j9Mparo for its Approadi^ and that the )«%*S Bit ib 
nentwiucliTlat now pafles upon tlieti^w^ ^^I* 
beiecxmdcd mA%j!ii^ oxxStsmci^ 
the dedfire and imverfible Sentence of: Gcd 
hiinfel£ To this pwpofb we may apply liie 
Wonfeof St«>&i, BeyoetL, if our i&fr/<s i Job. iiL 
emdemn m mf, ^Afn itti;^, vie amfideme ta^^^**^^ 
«Mn& Ga/4 But if Mr Hearts ccndemn ms^- 
kowtnuchiaoie will God.dofi)^ HeboisgreM^ 
er than oar Hearts^ aniknawBtkall tbvtgs ? 

3. TheN^tions which Men naturally have 
of God and his Ftoyidence, may lead them 
ftill £itther to conclude that therd will be a 
fotutt State^ and that Mankind w^ fland be*' 
fofe God in Judgment in it According to , 
the moft obnoos Conceptions diat we form of 
the Desty^ he is a holy, ^ood, and juft Bo^ 
hig, who loves Righteoufnei^ and hates Ini<- 
quity, i^d who muft neceifiuily couneenance 
and wwaid theone, and difcourage and pu« 
nifli the other: Heappearsirridently tobeen-' 
gagedondleiideofVittue in this World, a& 
he has cogi^lttt^ ^d ordered things fo^as 
that Mankind receive the greateft degree of 
Happinefd that th^ can enjoy from a prudent 
and fteady Adherence to their CHity, and fb 
as their Wkhdnefs (hall always corr^et thim^ 
and prove in a ^eat meafure its own JPtitijiQ)- 
ment ; ib as that the Pious and Juft (hall have 

many 
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8e R M many inward ^Supports and Comibrts tinder 
yiZI. thcPrdlures and Calamities of Life^ and bad 
^''^^^^^Men (hall be frequently full of Uneafinefs/ 
and • fid inward Stii^ and Tortures in the 
greateft Affluenoe. of outward: EBJoyments : 
So that the Qoo^nefs and Equity of the Su^ 
preme Governour, and his ^Regard for the 
Caufe of Virtue, may be difcemedin the prc- 
fent Difpenfations of Providence towardsMan- 
kind. As to external Bkflings, thefeare indeed 
difiributed rery promifcuoufly to Pcrlbns of 
all Charaders^ and foraetimes fall in greater 
abundance to the ihare of the Wicked than of 
the Righteous ; from whence .fome have in- 
- ferrcd that there is no Order, no Goodnefs or 
Juftice in the pfcfent Adminiftration of human 
Affiurs : But this Is certainly a very rafli. and 
ill-grounded Gondufion. The Honour of the 
divine Government, the Order and juflice of 
Providence, are in fome Meafure fecured and 
vindicated by the natural Rewards and Punifli- 
ments which ratift always accompany the 
Virtues and Vices of Men, as they imme4i- 
atelyand diredly arife out of them. Thefe 
plainly give Virtue . the preference to Vice,; 
even in point of Jntereft and Advantage. 
Thefe make the Lot of the [Righteous more 
happy than that of the Wicked, -in the ordi- 
nary couffe of things at leaft, to almoft every 

one's 
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<mc*s Obfervation* Aad though in forte ex- S e r m* 
traordinaly Cafes the natural Confequcnces of VIII. 
Virtue and Vice are very much obftruitcd i^^'"^^"''''^ 
yet, ilill there is fo much Satisfadlion and 
pleafing Hope flowing from the onei as is a 
great Relief and Confolation to good Men^ 
in the greateft Difficulties which they mufl 
here encounter $ and fo much Torment and 
Dread arifing from the other, as often inter- 
rupts the Happinefs, and imbitters' the Lives 
of evil Men, in the height of their worldly 
Profpcrity. There are therefore the Beginnings 
at leafl of a jufl Order in the Adminiflration 
of the Affairs of Mankind, notwithflanding 
the Inequalities fometimes between good and 
bad Men, as to outward Enjoyments. The 
Goodnefs and Equity of the univerfal Cover* 
nor have provided a Reward for Virtue, 
though not in every refpedt fo great as it fecms 
to be entitled to } and a Punishment for 
Wickednefs, though not always in fuch fuU 
meafure as it deferves, even in this World. 
And now upon tliis Foundation we may na- 
turally infer that there will be a time here- 
after, in which the Holinefs, Juftice, and Im- 
partiality of the divine Adminiflration will be 
ftill more clear and manifefl j when the Tri- 
umph of Virtue fhall be compleat and full, 
jind: good Men fliall have not only the inward. 
Vol. I. Q but 
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SERM.butall the outward Tokens likewiie of the 
VIII. Approbation and Favour of God j when Vice 
^-^^VN. fhall be quite put out of countenance, and 
appear to the conviction of every one to be 
the moft contemptible and miierable thing 
that caii be. From the good Order which 
prevails in this prefent State, we may prefuxne 
that there is a more perfed Scene to come> 
in which all the little Irregularities which 
happen under the prefent Adminiilration of 
Providence, (which perhaps could not be pre- 
vented, without a greater Inconvenience^ by 
breaking too much in upon the general Plaa 
and eftablifhed Courfe of things) will be ieX 
right, and the Defign of God in his monrf 
Government of Mankind, will receive ite 
Confummation and Accomplifhment, and 
fhcw itfelf tobeamoft noble Scheme, every 
way worthy of a perfcdl Mind, and admi- 
rably contrived for doing honour to the Caufe 
of Virtue, and for the fuppreffion of Vice > 
for promoting the greateft Happinefs of good 
Men, and executing a juft Vengeance on all 
the Workers of Iniquity. 
Thefe are Arguments for a future Judgment, 
which the common Light of Nature and 
Reafon afibrds us previoufly to the Teftimony 
of Revelation ; and thefe Arguments ihew it 
to be a thbg eicceedingly probable at leaft, 
3 aid 
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and have always had ib much Evidence andSERM* 
Weight as has been fufHcient to ertablifli the VIII. 
gfeateft part of Mankind pretty firmly in the^~^'~*^ 
Belief of it. But bccaufe after all the Dif- 
coveries which the Light of Nature can make 
of a future Judgment, it is a thing which has 
been always denied by fome, and has appear- 
ed doubtful to many others \ it has therefore 
pleafed Cod in his great Goodnefs to Man* 
kind> to makeanexprefs and authentick Decia* 
ration of the truth of it, in the Revelatioa . . 
of the Gojfpel, which has very fully and clear- 
ly delivered this great Dodrinej and given the 
Ibongeft Confirmation of it, by the Refurrec* 
tion of our Saviour, which is a folemn Attefta^ 
tion of the truth of his whole Religion, and 
more particularly of that part of it relating to 
another Life, and a future Judgment, as it is 
a ienfible Demonftration that Death does not 
put an end to theExiftenceofMen, but that 
upon their leaving this World, they are to en- 
ter into anew ftate, and to enjoy either Hapr 
pincfs or Mifery in it. Now this Aflurance 
which the Gofpel gives us of a future Judg- 
ment, is enough to put it beyond all doubt 
with us ; for befides that the Dodrine which 
it delivers upon this head, is perfedlly agree- 
able to our natural Sentiments, and the Prc- 
fumptions of Reaibn in this Cafe, it receives 
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SERM.fo great a Support from the Divine Charac-' 

Vllf . ter and Authwity of our Saviour, as veill be 

^"'''^"^ always fufficient to gain the Aflent of the 

moft inquifitive and unprejudiced Minds to it, 

though the natural Evidences of it were lefs 

than we find they are* 

IL I proceed now to confider what Force 
there is in the Belief of a -future Judgment 
for engaging Men to Repentance and a Re- 
formation of their Lives. 

And Firji^ in general ; whenever we fe- 
rioufly refled that this Life is intended for a 
State of Tryal and Preparation for an infi- 
nitely longer and more important Duration 5 
that all that we now think and fay, dcfign 
and do, is to come under the Review and 
Cognifance of a perfedly wife, holy, and 
righteous Judge, who will render to every 
Man according to his Defett, and that his 
Sentence will fix our Fate as to Happinefs or 
Mifery for ever 5 this furely muft leave the 
deepeft Impreffion upon us, and make us moft 
carneftly follicitous to avoid every thing that 
we know to be difpleafing to our great Judge, 
and to abound in all that Piety and Virtue 
which alone can entitle us to his Approbation 
^nd Acceptance. Nothing indeed is more 
furprifing than that Men who profefs to have 
. • aa 
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in Expedation of a future Judgment, fhouldS^RM. 
yet have no lively Senfe of this in their Minds, VIII. 
but be almoft as little attentive to it, and as 
little influenced by it in their Pradlice, as 
thofe Perfons are who profefsto have no fuch 
Expedation ; This is a monilrous Infatuation, 
and moft reproachful to the rational Nature. 
In all Reafon, a fmall degree of Probability 
for fuch an important Event, is enough to 
excite our Attention to it, and to make us 
always careful to be in a good State of Prer 
paration for it : And when we have not only 
a fmall, but the higheft Probability ,for 4 
future Judgment ; when we have fuch Evi- 
dence of it, as leaves no Doubt in our Minds 
about the Truth of it, certainly, if we would 
aft m any fort as becomes Men, as our Con- 
feience, Reafon, and Intereft direct us, we 
fhall make this great Event the frequent Sut- 
jedl of our moft ferious Thoughts, ahd be 
above all things concerned, by the Exercife of 
a true Repentance and a continual Progrefs in 
Virtue, to qualify ourfelves for receiving a 
gracious Sentence from our Judge, 

This is the EfFeft which a firm Belief of a 
future Judgment in general may be naturally 
expecfled to have upon us: And to affcftus with 
a more ftrong Senfe of this great Solemnity, 
and to awaken us to greater Zeul apid Dili- 
Ct3 gtnce 
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S E R M.gencc in our Preparations for it, the Scriptate* 

VIII. has given us fome very moving and aflFec- 

^^^^^ tionate Defcriptions of the whole Progrefe, 

and the feveral Circumftances of it 5 telling 

Johv.^i.us that thtSon of God himfelf is appointed 

to be the Judge^ and that he will come to 

Judgment with the utmoft Pomp and Splcn-^ 

Luke ix. dor . that he mil appear in his ovm Glory 

judc 14. and his Father\ and have for his Attendants, 

^v'^si. ^» thoupznds of bis Saints, and all the holy 

I Theff. Angels I that he Jkall defcend from Heaven 

with a Shout, with the Voice of the Arclh- 

Angely and ivith the trump of God \ that at 

his Appearance the whole Scene and ^tijkion 

of this World fhall be changed, that the 

prefent Frame of things (hall be diflblvedi 

rf*e\ iii. the Heaven Jkall pafs away with a great 

^'^' voife^ the Elements Jkall melt with fervent 

Heat, the Earth alfo and the IVorks that 

Matth. are therein fhall be burnt up \ that he Jkdl 

^r ^ ' f* ^P^^ *^^ Throne of his Glory i and before 

)oh,v,zs.him Jkall be gathered all Nations i that all 

the Perfons then alive, and all the Gene* 

rations of Men who have ever lived fhall 

Hand before his Throne 5 for all that are in 

the Graves Jkall bear his Voice, the Sea fhall 

give up the Dead that are in it, and Death, 

and Hell fhall give up the Deed that are 

Rev. XX. in themy that every one may be judged accord^ 

*^' ing to bis JVorh ^, that none of the Adtions, 

Words, 
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Words, Dcligns, and Thoughts of MciIj'Serm* 
how clofc and hidden focvcr they may have VIIL 
beca fhall eTcape his Ea^imination ;. yi^r God^^f^ 
ftkiU hring every Work into Judgment^ with *4- 
everyjecret things whether it be good or wbe^ 
ther it be enjih, iStax the Judgment which 
ihali be givoi, &all be ib clearly and unex- 
ce{Aioaablyjuft» that every Man's Confcience 
ihadl acknowtedge the perfect Righteoufheis 
and Equity of it $ that good Men alone in 
that Day fhall appear with great Joy and 
Confidenoej while the Wicked will be filled 
with the inoft difmal Appreheniions, and 
be ready tQ fay to the Mountains and Rocks, Rev. vi 
fail on us^ and bide us from the Face of him * * 
thatfitteth on the Throne^ and from the Wrath 
^ the Lamb \ that the Sentence pronounced 
(hall be. impiediately put in execution, the 
Wicked being ful^edled /^ everlafting Punt/b'* Matth. 
ment, and the Righteous being put in pof- ^^* ^** 
(tt&on of Life eternal. This Reprefentation 
which the Scripture gives us of this ^eat 
Tran&ddon, alludes in many partkxilars to 
the judiciary Proceedings^ of Men, and is, 
moft afiedtionately accomodated to our Ca« 
pacities and Appreheniions, and muft upon 
the whole ineiprc^fs upon our Minds the deep* 
eft Senfe of the Solaimity and Perfedion 
of the Diyine Judgment, and the Neccflity, 
of making the moft diligent Preparations for^ 
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SERM.-it. Suppofethat this great Scene t^as now 
VIII. difplayed and tranfadlcd before our Eyes, Aat 
^jQ'^ we had juft feen the Son of Man coming in 
xxiv. JO. the Clouds of Heaven in all his Power and 
\Glory ; that the Dead were raifed up, and all 
Mankind aflembled before his Throne; that 
Dan; vii. the Judgment was fet and the Booh opened^ 
'^' and every one waiting with the greatcft Ex- 
pedation for his final Doom ; fuppofe, I fay, 
that we were juft now the Spedators of this 
amazing Scene, it would, without all quef- 
tlon, entirely poflcfs us, take off our Regards 
from all other Objefts, and effedually con- 
vince us of the Impertinence and Vanity of 
all the other Employments and Cares of 
Mankind in comparifon of that, of having 
fitted themfelves, by a holy and virtuous 
Life, for their great and Iblemn Tryal, And 
if we really are, whatweprofefi ourfelvesto 
be, Believers of the Goipel^ we muft be per- 
fnaded that this great and affedting Scene will 
one dby be adlually prefented to us ; and cer- 
tainly, after all tlic Abatements that are to 
be miide for the Dfllance of this Event, the 
Prbfpeft which we have of it, is a moft 
reafoiiable Foundation for fixing our Atten- 
tion upon it, and making all neceflary Pre- 
parations for its Approach, by a Reformation 
pf every thing amifs in us, and a hearty and 

conftant 
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conftant Performance of the feveral Duties ofSERM. 
Religion, which only will be able to fupport VIII. 
us in the Day of Judgment, and entitle us^^^^^^ 
to the Mercy of our Judge. Indeed it is' 
impoffible but that the Profped which the 
Gofpel gives us of the Judgment to come^ if" 
it be but accompanied with a juft Senfe of the 
Solemnity and Importance of the thing, muft 
cffeftually excite and engage us to all Holi-^. 
nefs : It is plainly owing to a fatal Infcnfibi* 
lity in Men, to their contenting themfclves 
with giving only fuch a blind and flight Ai^ 
fcnt to this great Principle of Religion, a^ 
Aey ufually give to other Truths inculcated 
on them in the Courfe of their Education 
without being at any pains to obtain a ratio- 
nal Convidion, and to fix a lively ImpreC- 
fion of it in their Minds by ferious Medita- 
tion, that the Belief of the future Judgmenthas 
fo fmall an effeft on the greateft part of thofe 
who profefe to entertain it. When this great 
Dodlrine is received upon rational Grounds, 
and is likewifeferioufly attended to and viewed 
with all its Coniequences, there is undoubted- 
ly force enough in it, for awakening the 
moft drowfy Natures, for alarming the moft 
hardened Sinners, for taking hold of our moft 
prevailing Paflions, and making them all con- 
fpire in a Refolutipn of breaking the Habits of 

Vice» 
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Sib RM. Vice, and pradlifing all Virtue^ which is ne* 

VIII. ceilary for fecuring us from the moft dread* 

^^"^^"^ ful Ruin, and giving us the Hope of the 

greatefl Happiiie&. The Inference which we 

ihali draw from an attentive and lively Con- 

^deration of the future Judgment, can be no 

2 Pet. iii. other than that of St. Feter^ What manner 

IM2. .^ Perjons ought we to be in ail holy Omver^ 

fi^ion and Godlinefsy looking for and bafiing 

to the coming of the Day of God: Knowing 

2Cor. V. the terrors of the Lord^ as St. Paul fpeaks, 

"' ^QOodMhQperfuaded toff Jrom the Wrath 

tQ come^ and h ^ P^^i^M Continuance i^ well-- 

Komrn.j, doing^feekfor GJory^ and Honour ^ andhimor^- 

talityi ^c ^all, according to the Exhortatioa 

with which he .includes his Dlfcourfe con* 

cerning the Refurredion to eternal Life, be 

I G>r. ryfedfafty unmoveable^ always acbunding in the 

* * Work of the Lord^ forafmuch as we know that 

our Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

But here, I know, fome may be ready to 
objedt againft the Propriety of urging the Con- 
fideration of a future Judgment as a motive 
to Repentance, iince it can only work uipon 
the Hopes and Fears of Men, but never 
raife any difinterefted and generous Afiec- 
tions in them, which yet are the only trae 
Principles of Virtue ^ nay, that it has rather 
a tendency to diminijh our ^£e£fiins towards 

publick 
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ptibUck Goody or the Inter eji of Society I and SviRM^^ 
to introduce a certain Ndrrownefi ^ Spirit^ VIII. 
emd tQo JirfH 4n Attachment to ourjehfs^ ^^^'W. 
bf giving ftdf Scope and continual Bxereije. 
to our private Pa/^ns in a Subje& of the 
mofi extended Selfrlntereji. Tjjis is tn Ob- 
je^n, which may be tln&u^t tt> deferv^ 
ibme Notice : I ihall confider the Fc^ce of 
it, and endeavour to iet this matter in a 
troe Light befcn^e I condude* 

And that we may do all poilible joftice 
to thp Objei^n, it fhall be granted, that 
die moft perfed, or indeed the only Princi- 
ples of Religion and Virtuei are in their na- 
ture generous and diiinterefted ; fuch as Re- 
fpe<^ and Love to the Deity ; Gratitude for 
his Mercies v a Difpofition to obey and fub« 
mit to his Will, from a Senfe of the per- 
fect Wifdom, Equity, and Goodneis of it ; 
Compaflion and Charity to our Fellow-Crea- 
tures ; and a Love of Virtue itfelf. If our Ac* 
tbns do not flow in fome meafure from thefe 
noble Principles, let them have ever fo fair an 
Outfide, they can have but little of real Good- 
nefs in them. It fhall likewife be admitted, 
that the Confideration of the future Judgment, 
is calculated chiefly for operating upon the 
private Hopes and Fears of Men, or determi-* 
riing them by Motives of Intereft to the Prao* 

tice 
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S E RM.tice of their Duty. And yet it will not fol- 
VIII. low after all this, that the Dodrine of a fu- 
'^^'^^ture Judgment is abfurdlyor improperly incul- 
cated as an Argument for efieding the Refor- 
maticMi of Men : For though the Confide*- 
ration of this Event docs not direftly raifc the 
virtuous AfFedknis, yet it may do a moll: im- 
portant Service to the Caufe of Virtue, by re- 
moving the Prejudices and falfe i^prehenfions 
of Men about the Inconfiftency of their Hap- 
pineis with their Duty, which muft always 
greatly facilitate the Pradlice of Virtue, and- 
isiibfolutely necefiary for fupporting it in many" 
Cafes : Bcfides that by exciting in Men De- 
fires of that Happinefs with which Virtue will 
at lafl be rewatxled, it muft engage tliem to 
cultivate the virtuous AfFeiStions by all proper 
Means, fuch as accufiroming their Minds to 
frequent Refie<5lionson the Perfections of God, 
and the noble Powers and amiable Qualities 
of Mankind, which cannot fail to cheriihand 
ffarengthen thefe Affc6lions j • while at the 
feme time it will cfFcftually fortify them 
aganl all the Temptations to Vice ariiing 
i^^bm'any prefent Advantages tliat may be 
fuppofed to attend it, which can never be 
put in competition by a Pcrfon of the leaft 
Confideration with the Felicity of an eternal 
St^te. It is likewifc to be confidcred that a 
, * future 
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future Judgment, whkh will do full rightSERM. 
to the Merit of every Man, and will finifh VIII. 
and perfea the Conftitution of the Univerfe, ^^"^^^ 
muft be an Event fo agreeable to a good Man; 
the Profped of it muft be fuch a oonftant 
Source of Joy and Peace to him, as will na- 
turally prepare him for the Exercife of the 
pureft and moft fublime Virtue : Every one 
"knows how much a calm and contented 
Mind contributes to the Improvement of all 
the good natured, friendly, and generous Af- 
feftions in us, that this is the proper Soil in 
which thcfe AfFedions grow and flourifh ; 
it may therefore be expefted that the Confi* 
deration of that equitable and impartial Judg- 
ment which God will hereafter pafs upon 
Mankind, which tends fo much to eftablilh 
our Minds, when rightly difpofed, in perfed; 
Tranquillity, and to make us fully fatisfied 
with curfelvcs, in every Condition, inflcad of 
contracting the Heart, and rafing Habits of 
Selfifhnefs in us, will rather be the means of 
opening and enlarging our Souls, and difpofc 
us for all the Ads of Love and Gratitude 
that we are capable of towards the great Ori- 
ginal and Author of all Good, and all the 
Offices of Humanity, Gen^ofity, and Kind* 
nefs to our Fellow-Creatures. To all this let 
us add in the lad place, that the Belief of a 
3 future 
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SERM.ftttare Judgment maybe diredly a motive 
VIII. to the moft noble and worthy A£tiOAs ; For 
though, according to our firft Conceptions of 
it, and the View which the greateft part of 
Men, perhaps always, have of it, the Con- 
fideration of it can work only upon our ielfiih 
PafGons, and influence us from motives of In« 
tereft; yet if we o^der the future Judg* 
ment as a thing that will fix good Men in 
a State, not only of the moft unfpeakable 
Happinefs, but of the greateft Dignity and 
Honour, and evil Men in a State not on- 
ly of infupportable Anguifh, but of the 
moft wretched Bafenefs and In£uny; this 
furely muft touch fome of the moft ge- 
nerous Movements in our Nature, and make 
us not only from the Defires of Honour, 
but from a Love of Virtue itielf, to adom 
ourfelves with all amiable and worthy Qua* 
lities, which will be the fure means of ob- 
taining an Inheritance in that bleiied State 
wherein dwelletb Right eoufnefs^ where there 
will be nothing to interrupt our Progrefs in 
Virtue, where the benevolent and generous 
Afieftions of our Hearts may always fi-ecly 
exert themfelves, and we fhall with the ut- 
moft Eaie and Pleafore employ ourfelves in 

the Ads of Love and Goodnefs for ever- 
more. 

We 
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Wc may, ' therefore, upon the whole con- S £ r m« 
dude, that the Confideration of a future Judg- VIIL 
mcnt is very pertinently urged upon Men, for ^-^VNJ 
bringing them to Repentance and a Perform 
mance of their Duty ; that this can never im« 
pair any generous or virtuous Difpofitions in 
«s> but that on the contrary it may frequent* 
ly prove the greateft, if not the only Sup« 
port and Security of Virtue, and is always a 
motive of univerfal Influence ; v^ch moft 
have a great Efied^ when duly attended to^ 
upon Perfons of all Tempers and Difpofitions^ 
lyhich will make even the moft Selfiih en- 
deavour for the fake of their own Intereft 
to acquire the virtuous Qualities, and will 
greatly animate all Men of generous Minds to 
abound in all the Fruits of Piety and Good- 
nefs, which will certainly advance them to a 
State both of the greateft Happinefs and the 
higheft Excellence and Perfedion. 

To conclude : The great Bufinefs is for us 
to give way to this Motive ; to maintain aU 
vrays a lively Senfe of the prefent Infpedion 
of the Deity, and of his future Animadver- 
fion upon our whole Condudt ; never to ftiile 
our inward Conviction and Belief of the ap- 
proaching Judgment of God, but to dwell 
with pleafure on the Contemplation of this 

great 
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Se RM^ great Event, till we have found the Efficicy 
VIII. of it, for governing all our inv^ard Motions 

^"^^r^ and Dcfires, as well as our external Behaviour. 
I fhall only add, that it will more efpeci- 
ally concern us to make this good Improve- 
ment of the Dodrine of a future Judgment, 
now that Chriftianity has given fo great a 
Confirmation to it, and made it much more 
clear and certain than it was before : To go 
on in our Sins, notwithflanding. we have fuch 
a powerful Confideration for retraining us 
from them, will difcover a mbft corrupt Dif- 
pofition, which is never to be cured by any 
rational and human Means, and will be a Cir- 
cuftaoce that will exceedingly aggravate our 
' Guilt, and heighten our Condemnation* 



SERMON 
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SERMON IX. 

The Tendency of Chriftianity to pro- 
mote the Happinefs of Mankind in 
this prefent Life. 



Luke IX. 56. 

^For the Son of Man is not come to dejiroy 
Men^s LiveSy 6ut tofave tbenti, 

THE Occafion of our Saviour's ma- 
king this Declaration concerning 
the Defign of his coming into the 
World> was this. As he was pafiing through 
the Country of the Samaritansy in his way 
to yerufaknty he fent fome Mcflengers before 
him into one of their Villages, to provide an 
Entertainment ior himfelf and his Attendants; 
but the Inhabitants knowing him to be a Jew^ 
and that he was gomg to Worihip at Jerufa^ 
kmy from the rooted Enmity and Hatred 
which they had to that whole Nation^ on ac^ 
Vol. I. R ' count 
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Serm. count of fome religious Differences, refufed 
IX. to receive and entertain him. This uncivil 
' and inhuman Treatment of fuch an excellent 
Pcrfon, fo inflamed the Spirits of James and 
John^ two of our Lord's Difciples, that they 
wanted nothing but his Confent, to inflift a 
moft fevere and exemplary Punifhment on the 
Wretches who had dared to ufe him fo un- 
worthily and bafely. Lordy /aid tbey^ wilt 
thou that we command Pire to come aownfrom 
Heaven^ and confume ibemy even as Elias 
did? The Aftion of Eiijait which is here re- 
ferred to, is particularly related, a KingSy i 
Chap. But notwithftanding the Zeal which 
the Difctples difcovered in this Motion for the 
Honour of their Mailer, and notwithftanding 
they endeavoured to juftify it by the Autho- 
rity and Example of Elijah^ our Saviour was 
fo far from approving it, that he rejeded it 
with the utmoft Indignation and Abhorrence : 
Hk turned quickly upon them, and rebuked 
tbem, faying^ Te know not what manner of 
Spirit ye are of\ for the Son of Man is not 
come to deftroy Men^s Uves^ but tofave them. 
As if he had faid, " Ye do not conlider what 
** a vile and wicked Spirit that muft be, which 
" diftates fo much Inhumanity and Cruelty 
*^ to you, and how impoffiblc it is for mc to 
•* comply widi your Propofal, fince it is utters 
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•* ly irrcconcilcabic with the end of my ap-SERM. 
** pcaring in the World, which is not to do IX. 
•' the Icaft harm to Mankind, but on the ^"^^V^ 
" contrary, to do them all pofiible good 3 not 
" only to confer eternal Salvation upon them 
" in another World, but to confult thairpre* 
" fent Welfare and Happinefs in thisj to 
" eflabliih human Society in Peace and good 
" Order, and to contribute to the Security^ 
" Comfort," and true Enjoyment of Life/^ 
This eveiy one will perceive to be our Savx«* 
our's meaning, who confiders that he here 
fpeaks of his coming to fave Metfs Lhes^ in 
oppofition to that Deftrudtion which his Di£> 
ciples intended to bring upon them, which 
was to have its Efiedl in this prefent World. 

Now this Declaration of our Lord, deferves 
to be well confidered by us, and will afford 
ns fome very ufefui LejQbns and Inftrudions : 
But before I come to take notice of thefe, I 
(hall firft illuftrate and confirm the Truth 
of what our Saviour has here aflerted, or 
ihcw that he really came to confult the Hap- 
pinefs of Mankind in this prefent World, 
and that he has laid a very firm Foundation 
for fecuring and promoting it. 

Before I enter upon the Proof of this Point, 
I (hall make this one Obfervation ; that it 
might very jullly be e^fpefted, when our Sa-' 

R a viout. 
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Serm. viour appeared as a divine Meileoger, and th^ 
IX» Jfnftitutor of a Religion which was to be pro- 
^^^^pagated among all Nations, that he would 
have a particular regard to the Peace of the 
World, and make the Advancement of it 
one principal part of his Concern. It is pot 
to be fuppofed, that Almighty God, who 
created Men out of pure Coodnefs, and who 
preferves them in being, that he may com- 
municate to them the Effeds of his Benignity; 
who has made them with Capacities and De- 
£res of Happinefs in this, as well as in a fu« 
ture State, and has fo united them together, 
both by the neceffity of their Condition, and 
the focial Difpofitions of their Hearts, that 
they muft mutually contribute to one an- 
other's Support and Welfare i it is not, I fay, 
to be fuppofed that he would fend a Perfon 
into the World, to deliver in his Name, a 
Law or Rule of Life to Mankind, which 
would take no care of them and their Inte- 
rcfts: It may very well be prefumed that fuch 
an Inftitution would be chiefly intended for 
promoting their Happinefs, and that while it 
efFedually fecured their grcateft and moft ex- 
tenfive Happinefs in another World, it would 
likewife provide for that part of it which 
may be enjoyed by them in this. The natu- 
ral Apprehenfions which we have of the 

Dcityi 
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Deity, lead us very obvioufly to conclude Serm* 
that this niuft be the Defign of every Reve- IX. 
lation and Inftitution of Religion which pro*^^ 
ceeds from him; and indeed without this 
Defign, it would not be pofliblc for any Re- 
vdation to engage the. Attention and Favour 
of Mankind- 

Accordingly, when our Lord appeared in 
the Charadler of a Prophet fent by God,' he 
had this QHalification, which would be natu- 
rally expeded in him, and which was neceC 
lary to his infinuating himfelf into the favour 
of Men, a kind and beneficent Intention : He 
foon made it appear that the Polky of this 
World was not the SjMring of his Condufl: s 
that he came not to promote any litde felfifh 
Ends and Interefls of his own, but that hi* 
Defign was noble and generous, and entirely 
friendly to Mankind ; not only to prepare 
them for a flate of Immortality in another 
World, and to confirm them in the joyful 
Hope of it ; but to render their Condition here 
eafy and agre^ble, to make Pleafure to flow 
in every Heart, to diffufe a Spirit of Peace, 
Harmony, and Love through human Society, 
and to eflablifh die W<»rld a Scene of conflant 
Serenity and Delight, fo far as the prefent 
Conflitution and Order of things will permit 
k to be fo. This was the true Defign of our 

R 3 Saviour's 
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5 E R M. Saviour's appearing, and the Bufinefs which he 
^^^^^fincercly profecuted while he converfed upon 
Earth : As will fully appear from confidering, 

I. The Nature and Tendency of that Re- 
ligion which he has inftituted, 

II. The Example which he has propofcd 
to the Imitation of all his Followers. 

I. Let us confider the Nature and Ten* 
dency of the Chriftian Inftitution. Whoever 
refleds upon this, muft foon perceive it to be 
perfe<aiy well calculated, for promoting the 
prcfcnt Intercft of Men, and making the So- 
cieties of the World flourifli and profper. To 
/hew how truly Chriftianity is adapted to this 
purpofe, let us confider what the things arc^ 
jdn which the Happinefs of particular Men, 
«nd that of Society chiefly depend. It muft be 
evident to every one upon the leaft Reflec- 
tion, that the grcateft part of his private Hap. 
|)inefs arifes from a virtuous Temper and ftatc 
of Mind, and a courfe of Ai^ions agreeable to 
its from the Difpofitions of Reverence, Love, 
(Gratitude, and Submiflion to the great Author 
5tnd Governour of all things, and Truft ia 
his Providence: From Hutaanity, Juftice, 
and Kindnefs to Men ; from the Moderation 
of all the Appetites and Paflions of the Soul^ 
and the keeping them in fubjeftionto the 
Direftions of Reafoo and Confcicncc. Who^ 
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ever attends to the fcvcral Sorts of pleafaiitSERM, 
Perceptions that he enjoys, will acknow, ^ 
ledge, if he fpeaks ingenuoufly, that the 
Pleafures which he receives from the Exer- 
cife of, thefe good Difpofitions and AfFedions^ 
are by hx the mofl: noble and fatisfying of 
any with which he is acquainted ; that they 
zScGt him in the moft lively manner, juid arc 
fieady and permanent in their nature^ and 
of conftant ufe to fupport and revive him in 
any .Misfortunes and Adverfities which may 
happen to him in the World ; befides that 
they are ufttally attended with the other moft 
valuable Comforts and Pleafures of Life. It 
is likewife evident that the greatcft Happi- 
nefe of Society proceeds from the Virtue and 
good Conduft of Men ; particularly from their 
being well-aiFe<acd towards the Publick, and 
employing the feveral Talents, Powers, and 
Advantages which they may be poffeflcd of, 
for promoting the common Good s from the 
Magiftrates framing and executing wife and 
righteous Laws, and the Subje£ts paying a 
juft Refpeft to lawful Authority, and con- 
tributing chearfully to the neceffary Support 
of the Government and Conftitution j from 
the Diligence and Induftry of Men in the 
Buiine& of an honeft Calling, from their 
©bfcrving the Maxims of Truth, Juftice, 
R 4 Meeknefs^ 
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SERM.Meeknefs, Compaffion, and Charity, in their 
Converfation and Dealings with one another, 
'and their performing readily all the fociil and 
relative Duties of Life. Both Reafon and 
Experience afliire us, that thefe are the things, 
from whence the publick Happinefe diredUy 
and immediately flows, and that they will 
never fail to make a Society flourifh in Pro- 
fperity and Glory, Now when this is confi- 
dered, it will be very eaiy to fliew the Ten- 
dency of the Chriftian Religion to promote 
the prefent Happinefs of Men, and the Peace 
and Welfare of this World. For let any 
one read the Gofpel with the leaft Atten* 
tion and Irppartiality, and he muft needs fee 
that the great Defign and Bufinefs of it is 
to prefs and inculcate all thofe Virtues which 
are the Sources both of private and publick 
Happinefs; that it ftriftly enjoins all the 
Braijches of Piety towards God, an awful 
Veneration of his Majefty, ftrong Love and 
<Jratitu(fe for his Mercies, perfedl Refigna- 
tion to his Will, and a firm Confidence in 
his Power and Goodnefs : That it indifpcn* 
fably requires an exadt Performance of all the 
Duties of Juftice, Faithfulnefe, Compaffion, 
and Goodnefs towards Men, and will not al- 
low us to gratify our private Defires and In- 
tlinatioas in any Infhnces to the prejii4ice 
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and Detriment of others ; that it infifts par-8ERM. 
ticularly ^ upon thofe Duties and Virtues, the IX; 
Pradice of which afFedts the Order and Hap-^*"""^^^**^ 
pinefs of the PuWicfc ; requiring Magiftrates 
to provide for the Safety and Welfare of the 
Communities in which they govern, by a 
fteady and impartial Adminiflration of Juftice, 
andjSubjeds to honour and obey Magiftrates 
as P^rfons fet over them for thek Good, and 
to ifupport and aflift them in the juft Exe- 
cution of their Offices, and in maintaining 
the Harniony and Order of Society; com- 
manding all Men to fulfil the Duties of their 
feiferal Relations ; td be laborious and diligent 
in dieir Callings, tKat inftead ci being bur- 
thei^ome to the Community, diey may have 
wherewithal to communicate to the Necefli 
fitie8 of the indigent Members of it; to be 
perfe^y honeft, true, and ecpiitable in all 
their Commerce and Intercourfe in the World, 
to coltivate a Spirit of Humanity, Meekneis^ 
Fidijivenefs, Condeicenfion, apd liniverfal B^ 
iievtlehce ; not to confine their ^Good- Will to 
ady(Qdf! Party or Denomination, but to da 
gcod^is tbey bavdOpporiuniiy^ i^aUi and to 
be ready to iacriiice .every privfttj^ Intereft^ 
evenLliife itfelf^.for the commoa Benefit and 
Intereft of their -Brethren. Th«s is the con- 
ftant Strain and TenOrof our ^ply ReUr 

gioni 
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SEjKM^gioa^ tfade.arethe things which it uicul- 
IX^ cafies moft/a0edionately and evncftly upon 
US| ^nd on w^ich it lays the grcateft ftre& ; af* 
furing us that they are eifeiitial to true Reli- 
^on^ the very Life and End of it, and the 
Marks by which we fhall be known to be 
Chriilians; that they are the moft acceptable 
Services that we can poffihly offer to Almighty 
pod/ and far more pleafing to him than any 
of the inAituted parts of his own Worihip i 
and that thf y muft be performed by us as ever 
we would 4nfwer the Obligations which the 
infinite Love.c^ God, and of our ble&d 
^viour h^th laid upon us, and as ever we 
vvould be* entitled to the Favour of God 
and the Happiness of another World. This 
is whSt dvery one who look$ into the New 
Tfefiament, natift know to.be a juft Account 
iS the Nature and I>efign of the Chriftian 
^.eligion \ and confequendy, that it is entire- 
ly crtitrived for the Benefit of the World; 
that it has the p^aineft Tendency to promote 
lil&Happine(if, both of every Man confidered 
particid«iy in himfelf, and of all Men in 
gdner^l as unhed together in Society. Indeed 
t&e Gofpd is fo appaf endy calculated for raif- 
i»g atid ifiSierifhing a Spirit of univerfal Love 
sftd Gobdneis in Mankind; it abounds fo 
niuch ioPreoepts^ £xhorCati(>ns^ and Motives 
c • to 
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to the Excrcdfe of Patience, Tciripenmcei &e r m2 
Meeknefs, Forbearance, Forgivoiefi, Chari^ IX. 
ty, and fuch Virtues as contribute moft im* ^^^^^"^^"^^ 
Qiediately a&d efFeftually to the Peace and 
Profperity of the Wodd^ that fome have it^ 
cufed it upon this very fcon^ as if by infill:** 
ing £) much upon thefe Virtues, it diipirited 
and infeebled the Minds of Men^ atid ren- 
dered them uncapable of great and herdck 
A(9ions : This Objedlion might certainly bo 
fhewh to ftand upon a very falfe Foundation, 
were it necefiary here to enter into a Con- 
futation of it ; but all that I intend by vntn** 
tioning it, is only to obferve that even in Um 
Judgment oFthofe who bear no Good- will td 
Chriftianily, it appears to be a mtxft gOod* 
natured and benevolent :Inftitution,whicIi 
intends to talm and feiten the Paffions uA 
Tempers of Men, to remove every fictttf 
and cruel Quality out of their Nature, andl 
to make thetp all mild and gentle^ peace- 
able and kind, and to take pleafure in no* 
thing fo much as in promotbg one another's 
Happinefs, 

11. It will farther appear that oiir Saviour 
defigned to promote the Peace and Hap- 
pincfs of Mankind in this prefent VP'orld, 
from coniidering that Example whicli he has 

propofcd 
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&E R M. pTDpofed to Ithe Imitation of his Followers; 
IX; It muft be evident to any one who confiders 
^^'^^the Life of our blefled Lord, as defcrihed 
in the Hiftory of the Oofpel, that he was not 
aftty^innocent and inofFenfive, but moft ufe- 
fal and beneficent in his Conver&tion ; that 
he acquitted himfelf perfedtly well as a Mem- 
ber of Society, and a Citizen of the World. 
His Behaviour was, in this refpedt, oitircly 
conformable to the Doiftrine which he deli- 
vered^ being full of Obedience and Submif- 
fioft to the juft Orders of the Government 
under which he lived, and of Juftice, Meek- 
neie, Patience, Forbearance, ConipafTion and 
Ctmity to all Mankind : Our Saviour was 
pafdcularly careful to give no ofi^ce to the 
governing Powers, and did indeed more than 
W<is (faidly incumbent on hhn to approve 
him&lf'a peaceable and good Subjed; as 
is {daih in the Cafe of his working a Miracle 
for the Piayment of certain Tribute-Money, 
td "^Tv^ich he vr^s hot liable. And as to his 
ordin^ Condudl in Life, nothing could be 
more patient and forgiving, more gentle and 
condefcending, more full of Humanity and 
Gooijncfs, than it was. Though our Lord 
was eypofed to all forts of evil Treatment, 
dnd was, more abufed and injured dian any 
Perfori that ever was in the World, yet he 

never 
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never difcovcred any thing of a malicious ofSerm. 
revengeful Difpofition ; he had indeed a very IX. 
lively Senfe of the Indignities and Abufes '^^^^^^'^^^ 
which were offered to him^ but he never 
rendered Evil for Evih or Railing for 
Railing*, on the contrary, he expreflcd the 
greateft Good-will to his Enemies, by endea- 
vourmg to corredl their Tempers and reclaim 
them from their Wickednefs, and by pray- 
ing heartily to God for their Forgivencfs. 
Though he was in fuch poor and mean Cir- 
cumilances in the World, that is was not pof* 
fible for him, in a natural and human way, tQ 
relieve the outward Diftrefles of the miier- 
aWe Objeds that he every where met with 5 
yet he failed not to make ufe of his Divine 
Power for fupplying this Deficiency, and 
was daily employed in working Miracles, for 
feeding the Hungry, for opening the Eyes of 
the Blind, for reftoring Strength to the Lame, 
and a Power of hearing and fpeaking to the 
Deaf and Dumb, and for healing all fort of 
Sicknefs and Infirmities among t|ie People :. 
befides that he imparted more valuable Ble^ 
fings than any relating to the Body, to all 
who attended upon him, wife Inftruftions, 
difcreet and free Reproofs, and earneft Per- 
fuafives to every thing that has a Tendency 
to make the Mind happy both in this, and in, 

a 
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SfiRM.a future State. In thcfe good Works our 
IX^' Lord continually employed himfelf from the 
^^^^'^"'^'^time of his appearing publickly in the World j 
and in them he took fo much delight, 
that not all the ungrateful ufage which he 
met with, nor the perverfe ConftniAions 
which were put upon his moft generous and 
ufeful A(9tions, nor all the Hatred, Rage, and 
Pcrfecution which he Ibrefaw, his perfevcring 
in his good Defigns would unavoidably draw 
upon hira, could divert him from them: 
Notwithftanding thefe great Difcouragements 
and* tlinderances to the Exercife of Benevo- 
lence, our blefled Saviour, according to the 
glorious Charader which one of the facred 
AasxjS.Hiftorians gives of him, went about doing 
Goody fceking for Opportunities of confer- 
ring his Benefits, and readily laying hold on 
dl that offered. This was the Conduft of 
the Founder of our Religion ; this is the 
P&ttem which he has propofed to his Dif- 
ciples, and which he has obliged them all 
to follow, tfelling them, tbat ie lad given 
john.acm.^j&^w aft Example^ that theyjbould do as be 
Matth. jjh^ddom^ that they mufi learn of him who was 

Joimxiii. ^^^ ^^^ ^^"^^ ^^ Beart, and that they mnjl 
3^ * Iwe me another as be has loved them. And 

from hence it is moft evident that our Lord 

did truly confult the Peace and Welfare of 

this 
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this World, fince he not oriSy made theS^EHM* 
promoting them the conftant Concern and IX. 
Bufinefs of his Life, but has engaged his'""^^^^ 
Followers to make it the Bufinefs of their 
Litres alio, by the Influence of his amiable 
Example. 

Having dius fufficiently illuftrated the 
Truth of our Saviour's Affertion, concerning 
his coming to promote the Welfare and Hap- 
piness of this World, I proceed now to draw 
fbme ufefbl Le^ns and Inferences- from what 
has been difcouried. 

I. We may fee what great reafon there 
is for approving and valuing the Chriffian 
Religion, which is fo entirely, calculated for 
the Benefit and Intereft of the' World. - Great 
is the difference between the Rdigbn of our 
Saviour, and the Religions which prdvail in 
many places of the World, which inffead cf 
contributmg to the Eafe and Comfort of their 
Profeflbrs, engage them to the Obfcrvanceof 
many burthenfome Supcrflitions, and fill their 
Minds with tormenting Paflibns, and dif^ 
quieting Fcars[; and which, inftead of promot- 
ing the publick Good, tend to the Dcfolation 
of Countries, and to the introducing great 
Confufion and Mifcry into civil Society : Thas 
is too plainly the Tendency of moft of the 
falfe Religions which are at this Day admit- 
ted 
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Serm. ted in thc; World j which confideration muft 
IX. certainly make thefe Religions thc Averfion of 
^^^^^^'^^'^ cvtry wife and good Man. Nothing like this 
can be obje<fted againft the Dodbine of our 
James iii. blcflcd Saviouf, which is altogether pure and 
^^' peaceabky and has the kindeft Influence on all 
the Affairs of Mankind and of Society i which 
intends to fubdue all thofe evil Appetites and 
Paflions, from whence the greateft part both 
of the private Uneaiineiles, and publick Con- 
fiifions and Diflurbances which are in the 
World proceed, and to form fuch a flrong 
Temper of Goodnefe in Men, as muft pro- 
duce a great deal of pleafure, not only to the 
Pcrfons who poflefs it, but to all to whom 
their Influence may. extend ; and which, if 
the End, of it were but fincerely and univcr- 
fally complied with, would fettle and confirm 
the whole World in a ilate of univerial Juflice 
Peace, Love, and Happinefs. This is thc 
true Deflgn and Tendency of our Religion 
which may very jufl:ly recommend it to thc 
Approbation and Favour of the World : It ia 
indeed unaccountable, that any who are real- 
ly Friends to the Caufe of Virtue, and the 
Interefls of Mankind, ihould ever oppofe an 
Inftitution, the great Deflgn of which, is £0 
evidendy benevolent and ufeful j though thc 
intriniickGoodnefsofChriiliani^, isnotfuf- 

ficient 
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ficient to prove it to be properly an Inftltu-SERM. 
tion from Heaven, yet this may, at leaft, in- I^* 
cline Men to entertain a favourable Opinion ^"^'^'^^^^^ 
of it, and to wifh well to it ; this may pre- 
vent their taking up any groundlefs Prejudices 
againft it, and much more their ufing ajiy 
diflioneft Arts, which yet have fometimes 
been ufed, for overthrowing it : This Confi- 
deration may rather prepoffefs them in favour 
of the Gofpel, and make them wifh to fee the 
Truth and Divinity of it made out to the 
Convidtion of every one, and to encourage all 
Men to receive it, and to form their Condudl 
according to its directions. Thus it may be 
thought that we fhall be affefted with refped: 
to the Chriftian Religion, upon a bare View 
of its excellent Nature and beneficial Tenden- 
cy : Not that we are to look upon Chriftiani- 
ty only as a ufeful Scheme of Philofophy, 
or merely as the Inftitution of a Man, who 
intended to do good in the World ; which is 
all the account that fome Perfons are wilting 
to make of it ; for befides its containing a moft 
pure and benevolent Dodlrine, whip h to a 
well-difpofed Mind muft be its great Com- 
mendation, it has moreover been confirmed 
by fuch extraordinary Works, as fufficiently 
declare it to be of a heavenly and divine Ori- 
ginal. The Evidence for this, is fo clear and 
Vol. I. S full. 
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Se R M. foil, that it will hardly fail to fatisfy all Men 

IX. who examine it with due Attention and Im- 

^•'^'^^'^^ partiality, and determine them to embrace 

the Gofpel, not only as contaming wife In- 

ftruftions for the good Condudt of Life, but as 

a Law enjoined upon them by the higheft and 

moft unqueftionable Authority. 

2. It follows from what has been faid, that 
the Confiifions and Mifchiefs which Chriftia- 
. nity has occafioned in the World, and the 
ambitious and faftious Defigqs which have 
been carried on under the Cover of it, are 
not to be charged as natural Confequences 
from it, or any Principle which it contains. 
It is certain, that the hply and benevolent In- 
ftitution of the Gofpel, has not. univerfally 
produced it& true and proper EiFeds in the 
Minds of Men : It is far fron\ having been 
always the means of fubduing the Fiercenefs 
of their Tempers, of reconciling their Diffe- 
rences, and uniting them in the Bonds of 
Friendfhip, Charity, and Peace : It has often 
proved, on the contrary, the occafion of the 
bittereft Hatreds and Animofities, and of fill- 
ing the World with all the deadly EfieSs of 
Party-Rage, Violence^ and Cruelty. It would 
be an unneceflary, as it is an ungrateful Work, 
to reckon up the Perfecutions and Barbarities, 
even of ChriAians againfl Chriftians, upon 

pretence 
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prdtence of cJefendlng their comYnon Religion ^ S e k wr* 
or £>mething which has been thought to relate ^X. 
to it ; niiany Inftances of which have been ^^^^^ 
extremely horrid and (hocking, not only in- 
confiftent with the moft obvious Dcfign of the 
Gofpel, but witft all the Principles of natural 
JufHce and Humanity. Thefe ai'e things 
which are very well known, both to the 
Frienda and Adverfaries of the Chriflian Re- 
ligion 5 and indeed there are too many In- 
ftances of theni to be obferved in alinbft dvery 
Country, where this Religion is profefled at 
this very day. It was with refped to thefe 
Events, that our Lord declared that he came^^tth. x; 
not to fend Pedte upon earthy but a Sivord^ 
that is, that the corifcqucnce of his appearing 
in the World, would not be the Eftablifli- 
ment of that univerfal Quiet and Harmony, 
which his Religion was intended to introduce 5 
but that this very Religion, which is fo meek 
and charitable, would often, by the pcrverfc 
Humours and Paflions of Mankind, be turn- 
ed into an Engine of the greatcft Strifes, Di- 
vifions, and Cruelties. But whatever the Di- 
ilradtions and Mifcries which have happened 
in the World upon occafion of Chriftianity's 
coming into it may have been, it is certain, 
that the Guilt of them can never juftly be 
fixed upon it ; they are none of its Fruits or 
S 2 . Produdions, 
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S £ K M. Produdtions, nor is it any more to be blamed 
for them, than Philofophy, Civil Government, 
^or any of the njoft wife and ufeful Inflitu- 
tions of Men, are to be blamed for the Evils, 
to which, contrary to their own Defign and 
Tendency, they have been made fubfervient 
If there was any thing in the nature of the 
Chriilian Inilitution which led to Confuiion, 
or to difturb and imbroil Mankind, it would 
be meet that it fliould bear the Reproach of it ; 
but when nothing like this can be pretended, 
when juft the reverfe of it is true, when every 
thing in the Gofpel confpires moft evidently 
to the general Peace [and Happinefs of the 
World, furely none who judge equitably, 
and as they would judge in Cafes exa<aiy pa- 
rallel, will ever condemn the Religion of our 
Saviour, only for its being ufcd as a Cover to 
fuch Perfecutions, Cruelties, and Inhumani- 
ties, as are utterly rejiugnant to the whole Na- 
ture and Defign of it. With thofe who tho- 
roughly confider things, it will perhaps be an 
Argument in favour of the Gofpel, that Men 
have been always fo willing to draw it in, for 
iheltering Defigns which they knew they 
could not well accomplifh without the In- 
fluence of its Name and Authority i but none 
can juftly accufe it, only becaufe it has been 
abufed, and made the Inflrument of promo- 
ting 
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ting Projedls, which above all things it con-SE r m. 
deoins and abhors. IX. 

3. From what has been difcourfcd, we 
may learn how utterly irreconcilable with 
Chriftianity all thofe Dodrincs and Principles 
are, which are prejudicial to the Interefts of 
Mankind, which tend cither to deftroy, or 
ieflen the Happinefs of human Society. And 
of this fort of Doftrines there have been, and 
arc too many received among almoft all Pro- 
feffions of Chriftians, and more efpecially a- 
mong thofe of the Church of Romey to the 
great reproach of the Gofpel, and infinite 
prejudice and harni of the World. Such, 
for inftance, is the Dodirine which teaches 
Men, under the Notion of following a ftric- 
ter Courfe of Piety, and leading a more fub- 
lime and fpiritual Life, to withdraw from 
the World, and all the common Concerns 
of Life, and to give thcmfelves up entirely to 
the Exercifes of Meditation, Reading, and 
Devotion ; the Confequence of which has 
been the rendering vaft multitudes of Peof 
pie, not only infignificant, and ufclefs, but 
very expenfive and burthenfome to Society. 
Of the fame kind more notorioufly is the 
Doctrine of propagating Religion by exter- 
nal Force, which has been often put in prac- 
tice, not only to the laying fome negative 
S 3 Dill 
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SERM.DUcouragements and fixialler If ardfhips upon 
IX. Men, but to the fubvcrfion of all their moft 
•^^^^^^""^ inaportaat Privileges and Ilights ; to the Vio- 
Utioi) of all the Order and Peace of the Pub* 
lick, to the committing of the moft horrid 
Outrages and Cruelties^ and tfie turning whole 
Countries into Fields of Blood. And of the 
f^me nature and tendency are the Doctrines 
concerning the Supremacy of the Pope^ and 
the Privileges which belong to him even in 
the higheft Temporal Matters, the depofing of 
Princes^ the giving away their Dominions^ and 
abjolving Subje^sfrpm their Allegiance ; and 
the fpiritual Powers which he and other Ec- 
clcfiaftical Perfons have pretended to, oiJkuU 
ting up and opening the Kingdom of Heaven^ 
of binding and loofng, and of retaining andre- 
tnitting Sim Authoritatively ; which, accor- 
ding to their genuine and true Meaning, a- 
mount to nothing leis than the putting Men 
into a State of Salvation, or Damnation, as 
they pleafe : Which DoSrines have likcwife 
been the Source of great Commotidns, Con- 
fufions, and Calamities in many Nations. 
Thefe pernicious Tenets are quite the revcrfe 
of the righteous and merciful Principles of 
the Gofpel, and fo far as they take efFed, en- 
tirely deftrudtive of the Defign of it : No- 
thing therefore can be more grofsly abfurd and 
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fliamtlliliy inexciiikble, than for any toem-SERM* 
brace and aft agreijabty to fuch Doftrines, ^* 
and trt tbe lamie time to make a Profeffion^^ 
tof th6 CSiriftian Religion- The Perfons who 
do thisj rtiay ptetfend, if they plcafe, a more 
than ordinary Zeal for Religion; or they 
may appfoptiate it to thcmfelves, and al- . 
lo^ no fhate of it to any others, which is 
what they olP the Church of Rome do ; but 
while they a<a ih fufch dii-eft oppofition to 
the gfeat and evident Defigri of the Gofpel, 
every ohe of the leaft Confideration muft 
fee the vile Hypocrify and Impudence of their 
Pretences, and that the Spirit which really 
a£hiates them, is as different as can be from 
any thing which coiild be infufed into them 
by Chriftianity. 

4- Laftly, From what has been faid, we 
may fee how much it fhould be the Concern 
and Bufinefs of every one of us to promote 
the Happinefs of our Fellow-Creatures, and 
to do good in the World, This is a thing 
which the Inftindts and Suggeftions of Na- 
ture incline us to, and it is v/hat Religion 
moft firmly binds upon us : Indeed the only 
way of approving ourfclves fincere and good 
Chriftians, is to cultivate a Temper of uni- 
verfal Juftice, Meeknefs, and Benevolence, 
S 4 - • and 
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S E R M. and to lay out ourfelvcs to be as ufcful as our 
IX. Capacities and Stations will admit of. There 

^'^'y^ arc fome, I know, who imagine that they can 
fufficiendy difcbargc the Obligations, which 
Religion lays upon them with refpeS to 
Mankind, by being barely juft and honeft, 
and abftaining from all pofitive Wrongs and 
Injuries j or that they can, perhaps, attain to 
the End of Religion, without pradlifing any 
moral and focial Virtues at all, looking upon 
certain Points of Faith, and a great Zeal in 
defending thefe, and a pundual Attendance 
upon the external Forms and Inftitutions of 
Devotion, as the only things of moment, and 
as the very Height and Perfeiflion of Chri- 
ftianity. But thefe are fuch grofs Miftakes, 
that it is hardly to be fuppofed that Men 
can fall into them, without at leaft a very 
criminal Negligence and Inattention. Accor- 
ding to the moft obvious Notions, which both 
Reafon and Revelation give us of Religion, 
it is intended for the Benefit of the World, 
for making M^kind live fo, as to be both 
happy in themfelves, and kind and benefi- 
cent to one another ; and this EiFedl it will 
certainly produce in us, if we duely attend to 
it, and are governed by its Authority. 

SERMON 
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SERMON X. 

The Loving our Saviour above all 
the Objeds of our Affedtion in 
this World. 



Mat T H. X. 37, 38. 

He that lovetb Father or Mother more than 
mey is not worthy of me : And he that 
lovetb Son or Daughter more than me^ is 
not worthy of me : And be that taketh 
not his Crofsj and followetb after me^ is 
not worthy of me. 

IN this Chapter we have an account 
of our Saviour's fending out his Apoftles 
to publifli and preach his Religion to 
the World, with the Inftrudtions and Di- 
rections which he gave them upon that oc- 
cafion. He firft informs them who the Per- 
fons were, to whom he intended they fhould 

addrefs 
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SERM.addrefs themfclvcs; and what Mcflage they 
X. fliould deliver, and how that was to be fup- 

^'''^^'^^'^^^' ported and confirmed. He afterwards pro- 
ceeds to advifc them as to the proper Methods 
of conducing themfelves in the pro(etuttoft 
of the great Defign upon which hefent them. 
He lets them know that his Religion would 
by no means meet with an eafy and ready 
Acceptance fix)m Mankind $ that notwith- 
ftanding its intrinfick Excellence, and the De-- 
monjlration of the Spirit and Power of God ^ 
which would accompany it, fuch would be 
the Prejudices and Corruptions of the World, 
that Men would very generally rejedt it, and 
that they would not content themfelves barely 
with rejeding it, but would raifi; ftorms of 
Perfecution againft them who preached it, and 
all who took upon them the Profeflion of 
it : That therefore it would be very neccfl&ry 
for them, and all who fliould call themfelves 
his Difciples, to ad: with great Prudence and 
Integrity ; not to run unneceflarily into dan- 
ger; but when that became unavoidable, to 
arm themfelves with Patience and Refolu- 
tion to adhere to their Religion againft all 
Oppofition ; not to fuficr their Conftancy in 
the Profeflfion of the Gofpel, to be fliaken 
either by the Threatnings and Terrors of Men 
in Power, or by the Entreaties or Frowns 

of 
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of their Kiadfcd and Relations, whom thcySERM. 
would oftien find in the number of their ' X. 
Enemiies w4 Perfecutors ; to have fuch an^^'^^'^^ 
ardent Love of him prevailing in their Hearts, 
as would be fuperior to every Paffion and 
AfFedion in them which terminated in Men, 
and overcome both their Fear and Love of 
all Perfons and Things upon earth ; as would 
exceed the Reverence and Gratitude ^which 
they owed to their Parents, and all the ten- 
dered Motions which they felt towards their 
Children ; as would difpofe them to relinquiih 
all the Satisfadtion and Enjoyment which they 
had in the Society and Friendfhip of thefb 
dear Relations, to alienate themfelves from 
them, to fubmit to their Difpleafure, and 
to every Indignity and Calamity that could 
poHibly befal them in Life, rather than de~ 
fert his Caufe and renounce his Religion. 
If this was not their Temper, he affures 
them^ in the Words which I have read to 
you, th^t they would never be accounted his 
worthy ^EWciplcs. 

But though the immediate View of our 
Saviour in this pai&ge was to recommend to 
his Difciples fuch a ftrong Love of himfelf, 
as would infure their fteadinefs in the Pro- 
feflion of Chriftianity, when they were under 
moft powerful Temptations from the Regard 
. 4 and 
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SERM.and Afledion which they naturally had to 
X. their Families and Friends, from a Love of 
'Life, and from an Avcrfion to Torments and 
Death, to abandon it ; yet there is no ne- 
cefiity for confining his Meaning to this par- 
ticular Cafe. We may very well underftand 
his Words in a greater latitude, as requiring 
from us fuch a conftant lively Regard to him^ 
fuch an habitual and fixed Temper of intenfe 
Love to his Religion and Laws, as will in all 
Cafes and Circumftances prevail above our At<- 
tachments to our deareft Relations and Friends, 
and all our Defires of private Eafe and Plea- 
fure ; as will not only in times of Perfecu- 
tion make us firm and refolute in conf effing bim 
bejore Men^ but in the ordinary ftate of things 
determine us to prefer our Duty to him to ^1 
Confiderations in the World, and make us 
more zealous in performing that, than we are 
in pleafing thofe whom we may moft efreem 
and value upon earth, and whofe Happi- 
neis we may defire as much as our own ; 
and than we are in procuring to ourfelvcs any 
Advantages or Pleafures that may be agree- 
able to our Inclinations, or even the things 
that may be moft neceflary for the Prcferva- 
tion and Support of our Lives. This habi- 
tually prevailing Love of our Saviour above 
all the deareft Objeft of our AfFedion in this 

. World, 
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World, may be juftly fuppbfcd to be includ- S e rm. 
ed in what he requires from his Difciples in X. 
the Text ; becauie if we are to love him ^"^^V^^ 
above all things upon earth, when it is moft 
hazardous and difficult to do fo, it may^xcer^ 
tainly be expected that we fhall love him io 
this manner in Cafes of lefs danger and diffi- 
culty ; and becaufe it is neceifary that a Love 
of him and his Religion, fhould, not only in 
times of Perfecution, but in all other times, 
have a more powerful Influence in our Hearts, 
than our Love of any worldly Objedls, in or- 
(Jer to our being accounted his true Difciples. 
I doubt not but that this Commandment 
of our Lord will come into the number of 
thofe bard Sayings^ which Men of prejudiced 
and depraved Minds are always ready to ob- 
ject to the Gofpel. What a high Strain, what 
an extravagant Demand, will fuch be apt to 
iay, have we here ? Will nothing lefs fuffice 
the purpofe of Chriftianity, than our being 
always prepared to part with Life and all its 
Enjoyments, to fubmit contentedly to Death 
and all the Miferies which Men can bring upon 
us, when it (hall be thought that the Intereft 
of the Gofpel makes it neceflary for us to do 
fo ? Muft we be ever keeping a ftrift guard 
over our Appetites and Inclinations, and con- 
tradict and reftrain them, however ftrong and 

violent 
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SERM.violenf they Aiay be, when they would car- 
X* ry u^ to any thing, contrary to tht Will of 
^^'VN.'y^j Chri^f Muft we, to appfove ourfelvcs 
hisLDifeiples, not only deny ourfeives many 
prmte faidulgences and Gratificatbns, but 
frequi^ntly offer Violence to the generous and 
tender Affedfcions of bur Heirts, break through 
the Refpefit and Duty which we owe to Pa- 
Bcnts, and ne^a the Intereft of our Offepring, 
for whofe Happinefswd naturally have die mofli 
fenfible Concern,, whenever there feems to be 
a- Competition between our pleafing^ and do- 
ing good to them,, and our obfervingany rigid 
Maxims of the Chfiftian Inftitution? Muft the 
AfFcdion whidi We bear to thofe Pcrfon* ft> 
whom Naturehasmoft clofely allied and united* 
us, be always in a lowcrdegree than our love of 
the Author of Ghriftianity, and muft we li- 
mit our regards to them, and all the other 
fenfible and tnioft attraftive Objedls of the 
World, by the Declarations and Appoint- 
ments of him our invifible Governor ? This, 
they will fay> is a very hard Tafk to be put' 
upon Men, and a thing altogether difpropor- 
tioned to their Nature; which therefore it 
cannot be imagined that they art under any 
Obligation to fubmit to. 

In this manner, it may be expedled, that 
Slntiers will be ready to argue agabft this 

Law 
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Law of our Sayiaur's Religion, and cndea-SERM, 
vour by fuch Surnxifes and Objedions ta juf- X. 
tify or cxcufe themfelves in not fubmitting to^^^"^^^*^^ 
his righteous and gentle Government : It may 
therefore, be neceflary to vindicate this Pre- 
cept of Chriftianity againft fuch Suggeftions 
of prejudiced and corrupted Men, or to ihew 
that our Saviour in requiring a Love of him- 
felf, which fhall be always fiiperior to our 
Love both of Parents and Children, to our 
Love of Life and every thing that is moll 
dear to us upon Earth, has required nothing 
unreafbnable or unnatural fi^om us, nothing 
but what he has a clear right to, and may 
be eafily complied with by us. This I fhall 
firft endeavour to do, and then make fome 
ufeful Refledlions upon this Subjeflll 

For* (hewing the Equity and Reafonable- 
nefs of this part of the Golpel-Conftitution^ 
or that our Saviour has here required. nothing 
from us but what he is moft juftly entitled 
to, we muft. refleft a little in general upon 
the Order in which our AfFedions operate to- 
wards their feveral Objeds, and upon what 
foundation we approve of higher Degrees of 
Good- will and Love to fome of thefe Objefts^ 
than we give and allow to others of them. 

It is plain that our Nature is formed both 
with felfifli and generous Affedlions, the firft 

of 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



272 ^be Love of our Saviour to bejironger 

' S E R M. of which have for their Objed: our own Hap- 
X. pincfs, and the latter the Happinefs of other 
^-^^^ rational Agents. The Indulgence of our fel- 
fifli AfFeftions fo far as it is neceffary for the 
' fupport of our Beings, and the preferving us 
always in the beft Capacity for performing 
the Offices which we owe to God and our 
Neighbour, is ftriiflly our Duty ; and the 
Gratification of them in all other Inftances ia 
which they can be gratified without our of- 
fending againft the Laws of God, and with- 
out our prejudicing or negle<ftmg the Interefts 
of Society and of Mankind, and of any parti- 
cular Perfons whom Nature and Providence 
may have put more immediately under our 
Care, is perfedlly innocent and allowable. 
But if our* felfifh Difpofitions fhould prevail 
fo far, as to make us, for procuring the means 
of their Gratification, to break through the 
Duty which we owe to God, and to violate 
the Rights and difturb the Peace of Men ; or 
if they (hould not make us pofitively and di- 
redly injurious, if they made us only hard- 
hearted and uncharitable, fhut our Ears 
againft the Calls of Diftrefs, and tied up our 
Hand from affording the Relief which we 
may very well fpare to the Miferable j if they 
fhould contra<5t us altogether into ourfelves, 
and confine our Cares to our own little Con- 
cerns, 
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cemS) and render us qoite indifferent to theSt:RM« 
Happinefs of the World, and die Profperity X- 
of our Relations and Acquaintance 5 if they ^^^"^^^^^ 
ihould deftroy all focial Feelings in us, and 
become the fble actuating Principles of our 
Life ; our Conduft would certainly be ac^ 
knowledged by all who had any Notion of 
moral Obligations, and of the Difference of 
Virtue from Vice, to be exceedingly bafe and 
criminal. It is neceilary that our generous 
and benevolent Affections operate in fome 
Degree, and indeed that they bear a certain 
Proportion to the Capacities and Abilities of 
our Nature, and to our external Advantages 
for doing good, in order to our adling a part 
in Life that will be accounted barely innocent: 
And if we would afpire to that Perfedtion in 
Virtue which our Confciences recommend^ 
and entitle ourfelves to any high Degree of 
the Approbation and Favour of God or Man, 
we mufl carefully cherifli and cultivate theie 
Affedtiona, give way to their Impulfes, and 
purfue their Bent and Tendency, under the 
direSion of the fuperior Faculties of the 
Mind, in our whole Converfation. It is per- 
haps impolTible to fay how far a Man may be 
obliged to proceed in the Exercife of his Ge- 
nerofity and Benevolence in every particular 
Cafe : But it is eafy to fee thc^t certain bene- 
Vol. I. T volent 
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SERM.Volent AfFcdions muft be always exerted by 
X. us, if we would cither obtain the Approba- 
^'^''^^^^ tion of our own Minds, or anfwer the End 
of our Creator in endowing us with our jM-e- 
fent Powers and Difpofitions, or maintain a 
tolerable Charaflrer in the World. Of this 
fort is a Tendernefs to our Children and Oflf- 
fpring, to whom we are attached not only by 
that general Benevolence which binds us to all 
Mankind, but by a flrid and particular De- 
termination of Nature : Of the fame kind is 
the Love of our Parents, to whom we arc 
likcwife united by a particular Tie of Njiturc, 
as well as the Confideration of the Benefits 
which we have received from them in the 
courfe of our Education. And fuch likewiie 
Js Gratitude to Benc&diors in general, which 
is a thing very deeply laid in our Hearts, 
and one of the mod: univerfally prevailing 
Difpofitions that is found among Men. All 
tliefe kind and friendly AfFeftions arc fo eflen- 
tial to our Nature, and have fuch a ftrong 
Foundation in it, that if any one Ihould at- 
tempt to root them out or fupprcfs them, he 
would look like a Monfter, who muft be dif- 
agreeable to himfelf if ever he took a ferious 
View of his own Temper, as he would cer- 
tainly be hateful to other intelligent and moral 
Agents. And yet natural and ftrong as thefc 

good 
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gcxxl Difpofitions are, there are other generous Se r m« 
AfFcdlions which muft be ftronger in us and X* 
always prevail above them, as well as above ^"^"^'^^^ 
every Defire and AfFeftion that terminates 
purely in' ourfelves. Such is the Love of our 
Countty, or of that particular Communis 
or civil Society to which we belong, and the 
Love of Mankind in general : Though thefe 
generous Afiecflions do not appear fo early in 
us, as fome of thofe which have been already 
mentioned, yet they unavoidably arife with 
great force in our Hearts, as our Minds open 
and enlarge themfelves, and come to take in 
Ideas of the Conftitutions, Laws, and Privi- 
leges of Societies, and of the common Rights^ 
Liberties, and Intercfts of Men: And it is 
certain that they always appear to our Con- 
fcience, or the moral Judgment of our Minds, 
as more noble and excellent Difpofitions, and 
more deferving our Cultivation than any Re- 
gard to ourfelves, and than any particular 
good Afiedtions which are more limited and 
confined as to their Objeds than they are. 
Such likewife is our AfFedion to any Perfons 
of eminendy virtuous CharaScrs, and who 
are of great Importance and Ufefulncfs to the 
World ; we being prompted both from an 
Admiration and Love of Virtue, and from 
a publick Spirit to efleem and. love fach more 
T 2 highly 
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8erm. highly than thofc who arc by Nature moft 
X. nearly related to us, but who do not appear 
^^^^ to be fo worthy, and of fo much consequence 
to Mankind. And fuch more efpecially is 
our Love of that great Being, whofe Character 
is the proper Standard of all admirable and lovely 
Qualities, and who is the inexhauflible Foun- 
tain of all Goodneis ; who has laid the great* 
eft Obligations upon every Man, and is al- 
ways in the wifeft manner promoting the ge- 
neral Happinefs of the whole Creation. He, 
certainly, according to the moft natural Sug- 
geftions of our Confciences, and according to 
all our Notions of Gcnerofity and Gratitude, 
is always to have an unrivalled D^rec of our 
AfFeftioh, to be loved by us with the great- 
eft Earneftnefs and Strength of Heart, vaftly 
more than any other Obje6t, than Life, 
Country, Friends, Poffeffions, and all the 
Enjoyments that wc can poffibly have in the 
World. 

Now from this general View of the Order 
in which our Aficdtions operate towards their 
refpedive Objedts, we may cafily difcern the 
Equity of this Precept of the Gofpel^ and 
that our Saviour is moft juftly entitled to a 
degree of our AfFedtion fuperior to our At- 
tachment to our deareft Friends, ftronger than 
our Love of Life, Eafe, and Pleafure, and 
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all the Advantages which the World is ca-SERM, 
pable of aflfording us. For if we confider the ^^ 
tranfcendent Dignity of his Chaf adler, and his "^'''^^ 
infinite Benevolence to Mankind ; that he is 
the only^begotten of the Father^ the Bn'ghtnefs J°^^\^A' 
of his Giory^ and the exprefi Image of his 
Perfon^j that by him ail things were created,^^^-'^'^^- 
and by him they all conjijl ; that notwithftand- 
ing his incomprehenfible Dignity and Glory, 
he condefcended at the time determined by 
the Wifdom of God, and when the Circum- 
fiances of Mankind rendered fuch an extra- 
ordinary Appearance highly expedient, to af- 
furne our Nature and to be born into the 
World, that he might deliver us from our 
SinSy arid be the Author of wr Salvation \ or, 
in other words, that he might refcue us from 
a moft deplorable State of Corruption, Guilt, 
and Mifery, and that he might purify and 
exalt our Nature, and confer on us the greats 
efl and moil laiting I^appinefs : That in or- 
der to this, he became the living Oracle of 
God to Mankind, who revived and reftored 
the great Do&incs and Principles of Religion 
which had been mofl unhappily obfcured and 
corrupted, and added a much greater Force 
and Wdght to them than ever they had be- 
fore; liiat he was likewise our great High-^ 
Prieft, vfhojhedbis Bkodforthe RfmiJ^on unth. 
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Sehm. of our Sifts, and put them away by the Sacri^ 
X. fee of himfelf\ and that he is a King who 
Jj^^^^^rules in Righteoufnefs, who governs us by 
^^- the moft equitable and gracious Laws, who 
protc€te and fupports his faithful Subjc<as by 
an invifible Providence, and the Influence of 
his Spirit, and will continue to do fo, till be 
Joh. xi. gathers together in one^ the Children efGod^ 
who arefcattered abroad^ and eftabliOies them 
all in a State of unchangeable Perfeftion and 
Happinefs in the everlafting Kingdom of his 
Father : That in all this great Tranfadlion, he 
difcovered fuch an ardent Defire of the Hap- 
pinefs of Mankind, as was not to be extin- 
guiflied or abated by thq moft difcouraging 
Confiderations ; not by the Unworthinefs of 
thofe who were the Objedtsof his CompafSon; 
not by the Thoughts of eclipfing his divine 
Glory, of obfcuring and diminifliing himiclf, 
and living in a very mean and humble Con- 
dition, as to external appearance, in this World; 
not by the Profpeft of being cxpofcd to the 
Contempt of Men, and the Contradiclion ef 
Sinner Sy of meeting often with very ungrate- 
ful Ufage from his Friends, and falling under 
the moft bitter Perfecutions of Jiis Ene- 
mies, and fubmitting at laft to a moft ig- 
nominious and painful Death ; that in oppo?^ 
iitiqn to all theie DifcQuragenients, whigh 
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would have damped or borne down any or-S£RM. 
dinary Charity, our Saviour refolutely and X. 
immdveably perfcvered in his Defign of fav- ^^^V>^ 
ing Sinners, till he fully compleated and 
accomplished it : If we confiderall this, can 
there be the leaft hefitation in pronouncing 
him incomparably more deferving of our Re- 
gard and Love, than the Men whom we moft 
highly eileem, than our neareft Relations and 
our greateft Benefactors upon earth ; the very 
beft of whom muft ever fall infinitely (hort 
of him, both as to their inhe-ent Worth and 
Perfection, and the Expreflions of their Good-* 
nefs and Kindnefs to us ? Can we be at any 
lois to fee that we fhould immoveably adhere 
to his Religion, and obey his Laws, even at 
the hazard of difpleaiing Friends, of incur- 
ing the hatred of the World, and drawing 
upon ourielves the mod grievous Perfecution 
and Diftrefs ? If we really believe the zc^ 
count vphich the Gofpel gives of J ejus Ckriji^ 
and his intierpofition for the Salvation of Sin- 
ners, and. if we bjve withal any generous 
Senfc of Things, any Principles of Ingenui^ 
ty and Gratitude in our Nature 5 it is im- 
poffible but that we muft be always ready to 
abandon Country, Relations, Houfes, Lands^ 
and all temporal Interefts and Enjoyments^ 
and to fubmit to any Sufferings, rather than 
T 4 defers 
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SERM^dcfert the Caufe, or aft inconfiftcndy with 
X. the Will of fo excellent and worthy a Being j 
^•^^"^''^ and muft thipk, that all that we can do for 
his honour, will be but a fmall adcnowledgev- 
mcnt for his moft furprizing CondticexifioD, 
and his unbounded Generofity and Love of 
Mankind. This prcvailii^ Love of our Blcf- 
fed Saviour, this fupcrior Regard which w? 
are to exprcft to him, above what we cxprcfs 
to any Perfons or Things in this World, is fo 
far from being unnatural, or a thing that is to 
be complained of, as Men of prejudiced and 
vicious Minds are apt to reprefent it, that it 
' is indeed the Rcfult of the natural Courfe 
of our Afiejftion^) and of their operating ac- 
tording to the Diredion of the fuprcme and 
commanding Faculty in the Mind j it is a 
Plfpofition which none who call thcmfehcs 
Chriftians can want, without being confcious, 
if they ever calmly reflcdl on themfelvcs, of 
great bafencfs of Heart, and which, it may 
be expedcd, we (hould be careful to cultivate 
out of mere Generofity, though we had no 
profped of fuch Satisfadlion and Advantages 
from it, as it will really afford to ourfelves. 

But for removing all Appearance of DifH- 
culty, and making our Duty and our Intercft 
perfeAly to agree in this matter, and that we 
may be excited even from i^ i^gard to our 

pwn 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



than our Love rf Worldly QiyeBs. 281 

own HapiMnefs, to cheriih and improve inSERM. 
oorfelves a Temper of Love to our Blefled X. 
Saviour, he himfelf has affured us, that no^^^^^^'^ 
Inibnce or Exprefikn of that Love which he 
requires from us, will ever go without a full 
Reward 3 that for all the Mortifications and 
Self-denials that we muft fubmit to in the 
Courfe of our Chriftian Obedience, for all 
the Lofies that we mufl fufUm, and for all 
the Sufferings that we muft at any time un« 
dcrgo for bis Sake and tie Gojpel's^ wejhalirt-^u^i]^. x. 
ceive an hundred-fold now in this iime^ in 'an 3®- 
inexpreffible Peace and Joy of Heart, and 
in the moil delightful Hope, of the Favour of 
God, which will naturally fpring up in ua 
from our unfhaken Firmne& in the Caufe 
of Truth and Righteoufnefe, and the Confci-. 
oufhefs of a Virtue that is fuperior to all 
Temptations; and in the fVorld to come^ Uje 
everlafiing. For this we have his expre& 
Declaration and Promife, And if we can 
depend on tbefe, can any oneof us fpeakof 
Grievances or Hardfhips in ahy Duties which 
the Love of our Saviour may conffaain and 
prompt us to ? Muft not the Confideration of 
that inconceivable Happinefs ^d Glory, with 
which bur faithful Services to him will be 
rewacded and crowned, efiedually prevent all 
ibe Oppoiition that might be apprehended 
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Serm. from our felfiflh Paflions, in. the Excrdfeof 

X. our kind and grateful Affections towards him, 

^'^''"^^^ and make way for their moft free and cafy 

Operations ? Mud not even thofe who are leaft 

apt to be influenced by the Motions of Ge- 

nerofity and Gratitude, and are moft remark-r 

ably attached to their own Intereft, be fi-om 

hence put upon cultivating, by all proper 

Means, a ^prevailing Difpofition of Love to 

our bleifed Lord, fmce this is evidently the 

beft Method of fecuring and increafing thdr 

own Felicity ? 

It remains now that I make a few Rc&eoi 
tions upon what has been difcourfed. 

I. We may fee how prepofterous and un- 
reafonable thofe Schemes of Religion and 
Chriftianity are, which lay the greateft ftrefs 
upon the Pradlice of Juftice, Humanity, and 
the relative Duties which Men owe to one 
another, and Sobriety and Regularity in our 
private Deportment, and make but little or 
no account of the Love of God^ and of our 
Saviour. This is an Error that is to be 
charged on fome of the greateft Pretenders 
to a cool and rational way of thinking in 
Matters of Religion, who fi-om an Averiion 
to the Extravagancies and Follies which they 
may have obferved in the Diicourfes of My^ 
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Jiicis and Entbuflajis^ concerning thcLoveofSERM. 
GodzxA the Lord Jejus Chrijiy have gone X. 
into the other Extreme, of reprefenting an in- ^^^^^ 
ward AfFedtion to the Deity y and a prevailing 
Regard to Jefus Cbrifiy as things that we are 
to be but little concerned about, putting no 
Value upon then), or fpeaking very meanly 
of them, in comparifon of our adting a fo- 
cial and honourable part in regard of Man* 
kind, of condu(5ting ourfelves according to 
the Rules of Honefty, Truth, Friendfhip, 
and Temperance in our Converfation ih the 
World, of being inofFcnfive to all, and as kind 
and iifeful as our Stations and Abilities will al- 
low us to be. But this is to prefent us 
either with a very defcdivc Scheme of Reli- 
gion and Morality, or with one that is very 
irregular and confufed, in which things are 
quite mifplaced, and the Order of them is 
plainly inverted. The Virtues of Juftice and 
Charity, and the Duties which Men owe to 
one another in their relative Capacities, and 
the Moderation of our private Appetites and 
Pailions are undoubtedly things of great Ex- 
cellence and ImpcMTtance, of immutable Ob- 
ligation, and eiTential parts of true Religion, 
put furely the Love of Almighty God, and 
the Love of our bleffcd Saviour, are things 
which have as much intrinfick Excellence 

and 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



284 ^^ ^^^ of our Saviour to he Wronger 

Se R M.and Worth as any of them 5 and if wc con- 
X. fider the exciting Caufes of thefc AfFe^ons^ 
^^^'^^'^'^and the Foundations upon which they ftand, 
which are the fupreme and perfedt Good* 
ncfs of the Divine Nature, the inconceivable 
Dignity oijefus Cbrijly and the great and 
innumerable Benefits, which we and all Man- 
kind have received firom the great God and 
Father of ally znd his only-iegotten Sorty they, 
of all the good Difpofitions of which wc arc 
capable, muft appear to be the moft natural 
to us, and the moft necelTary and eflentiat 
Ingredients in a virtuous Charafter, We can- 
not indeed be defedive in ahy eminent Branch 
of Morality, without violating our Nature, 
and forfeiting a Charadler of Goodnels ; but 
leaft of all can we, without doing fo, bo 
deficient in a fincere Veneration and Love 
of God, and a hearty Regard to ye/us Cbrijiy 
to which we have the ftrongeft Obligadom 
and Inducements, and which are evidently 
the higheft and noWeft parts of all Virtue 
and Religion/ Nor can the thinking thus 
of the Love of God and of our Blefled Sa- 
viour, ever tend to the prejudice of any of 
the focial Virtues and moral Ehities of Life, 
with Perfons of the leaft Reflexion : On 
the contrary, it is plain that the higher No- 
tions we have of the NcCcffity of an ardent 
* ' Love 
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Love of the Deity ^ and of a flrong Re^rdSERM. 
to Jefus Cbrifiy and the more adive we arc X. 
in cxpreffing our Love and Refpcfl: to them,^^"^ ^^ 
the more we muft abound in all Juftice, 
Truth, Meeknefs, Charity, Purity, Tempe- 
rance, and every moral Duty ; fince if we 
confider things with any Care, we muft ea- 
fily fee that our Love of theie great and blef- 
fed Beings, can appear in nothing fo much as 
in imitating their Nature and doing their 
Will, in which the Pradticc of all fbcial and 
moral Duties is neceilarily comprehended. So 
that the Principles of the Love of God, and 
of our Blefled Lord, are fo far from fubverting 
or weakning the Obligations we are natu- 
rally under to focial Virtue and Sobriety of 
Life, that they add a great Support and 
Strength to them : And nothing can be more 
weak than to endeavour to explode the Doc«- 
trine of the Love of Gody and of our Saviour, 
becauie it has fbmctimes been fo explained, 
as to take away the Necefiity of a virtuous 
Life, and to refolve all Religion and Good^ 
nefs into an nnadive State of high Contem«- 
plation and inward Extafy and Rapture, or 
into a ^eat Zeal for the Faith, and a fcrupu- 
lou3 Attendance on the external Performan- 
ces of Devotion. The only tfiing reafonablc 
in this Cafe, is to corre^ and remove the 
I Miflakes 
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SERM.Miftakes of Men upon this Subjeft, with- 
X. out detrading from the NeceiEty and Value 
^"^"^^^^of the higheft Reverence and Love of God^ 
and of Jefus Chrtji^ which are .the moft 
noble and important Principles of the Reli- 
gion of Chriftians, and which if we have 
a true Notion of them, will always have a 
great Influence to determine and engage us 
to every part of our Duty. 

2., We may here take notice of the Pa- 
rity and Sublimity of the Chriftian Scheme 
of Morals, This, indeed recommends and 
enjoins the pradlice of every Virtue j it re- 
quires us to have, and even to excel in all 
good Qi^lities : But it inculcates more cfpe- 
cially the moft amiable of all virtuous Prin- 
ciples and AflFe<5tions, a pure and diflfuiive Be- 
nevolence, which, according to the Plan of 
the Gofpel, is to be the animating Spirit of 
human Society, difpofing all Men moft chear- 
fully to perform the Duties and kind Of- 
fices which they owe to one another, in 
their feveral Relations, and according to the 
various Degrees of Amiablcnefs, which are 
to be found in them ; and which extending 
beyond our own Species, muft unite us to the 
whole Community of rational Agents, chief- 
ly to hifn who is the great Head and Fa- 
ther of it, making us with the utmoft Ad- 
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miration and Delight to contemplate the Per- Se rm. 
feAion of Goodneis and Beauty in the Su- X. 
preme Mind, to imitate the Excellencies^ 
and to refign ourfelves moft contentedly and 
entirely to the Pleafure and Will of God j 
and which, next to the Supreme Being, muft 
unite us to J ejus Cbri/iy the Image of the in^ 
vifible Godj and the voluntary MiniAer of 
the moil illuftrious Difpenfations of the Di- 
vine Mercy and Grace to Mankind, making 
us ever true to his Cauie, fteady in the Pro- 
&fSon of his Religion, and conftant and uni- " 
form in our Obedience to him againft all Op- ^ 
poiition, and the moft powerful Temptations 
to the contrary. Is not this a moft noble 
Scheme ? Can we conceive of a higher 
Exaltation and greater Improvement of the 
human Faculties and Affedions than they 
will receive in the Exercife of that Benevo* 
Icnce which the Gofpel requires ? Will not, . 
particularly, the Love of Gody and the Love 
of Jefus Cbrifij if exerted in the manner 
prefcribed by Chriftianity, moft efFedually 
purify and adom our Nature, raife us not 
only above every thing that is bafe and cor- 
rupt, but every thing that is any way mean 
and low, infpire us with the moft worthy 
and generous Views, and enliven and in- 
vigorate every good Principle and Difpoiition 

in 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



288 The Love of our Saviour to bejlronger 

SERM.in us? Certainly if the Loveofthefc glo- 
X. Viousand blefled Beings did thoroughly pof« 
^ fefs and habitually govern us, we fhould be 
both as amiable and happy Creatures as it is 
poffible for us in this World to be. To fuch 
a noble Sublimity, to fuch a great Height of 
Perfedlion will our Religion advance us, if 
we live under its Influence, and zQl according 
to its Dire^ons : And from hence we have 
a clear and folid Proof of the great Merit of 
Chriftianity, and of its being moft juflly en* 
titled to the Refpcft and Favour of the World. 
For who that has any Scnfe of Generofity and 
Humanity, will not value and love an In* 
ftitution which contributes fo effectually to 
the Perfedion and Happinefs of the human 
Nature ? The Coniideration of the intrinfick 
Goodnefs of the Gofpel muft certainly re* 
commend it greatly to every honeft and good 
Mind, even abftra£ting from the external 
Evidences of its Truth and Divinity. 

3« From what has been difcourfed, we may 
fee how few of thofc who make Profeflion of 
Chriftianity, are poflefied with the true Spi- 
rit of it. The Spirit of the Gofpel is a Spi« 
rit of univerfal Goodnefs and Love, particU'* 
larly of a ftrong Love to Almighty God and 
our Lord Jefus Chrift^ which muft habitual- 
ly influence our Condud, and which of all 
Affcdlions muft have the grcatcft Force in 
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our Hearts? But alas! How little of this Is'Serm* 
to be obferved in the grcatcft part of thofe -^* 
who call themfelves Chriftians ? Where is^^*^ 
that profound }leverence of the Supreme 
Being, that abfolute SubmiiCon of Soul to 
his Will, and that eameft Endeavour to im- 
prove in all God-like Perfeiftions, which might 
be expelled in the Men, in whom the Love 
of the Deity bore the greateft Sway ? Where 
is that habitual Regard to the Authority of 
jfefus Cbrijiy and that univerfal Obedience to 
his Laws, that lively Zeal to promote bis 
Caufe and Kingdom among Men, and that 
Spirit of Martyrdom to endure any Hard/hips 
and Sufferings rather than to defert or bring 
the leaft Reproach by any part of our Be- 
haviour upon the Gofpel, which are the na« 
tural Cooicquences of loving our Saviour 
above all the Ofageds of our AiFei^tions in this 
Worid ? In how fmall a number of profef- 
fed Chriftians do thefe things confiftently and 
unifbtmly appear ? Arc not many of them, ort 
the contrary, chargeable with a great deal of 
open Profanencfs, with an habitual Innatten^ 
tion to the Deity, and Difrcgard to the moft 
rational and ncccflary Duties of Divine Wor- 
ship f Arc not indeed the generality of them 
very cold and lifelcis in all Affair6 and De^ 
iigns relating to the Intereft of pure Chri^ 
ftiamty, while they arc fufficicntly warm 
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SERM.and eager in the *Purfuit of Pleafures arid fc- 
X. cular Advantages? Is it not evident that 
^''^^'^'^'*^ great numbers of them are fo far from being 
prepared to go through a Scene of Pcrfe- 
cution, to facrifice Life and all that is rca- 
fonably moft dear to them upon Earth, for 
the Maintenance and Defence of the Gofpel, 
and from keeping their Defires of the in- 
nocent Enjoyments of this World ahvaysin 
a fubordination to the Love of Jefus Cbriji 
and his Religion, that they will not even 
prt with their Lufts and vile Afiedions in 
obedience to the Commands of our Saviour, 
but will cherifh and indulge thefe in de- 
fiance of his Authority, and his moft folemn 
Denunciations of the Wrath of GtpJ againft 
all who do fo ? This is too plainly the Cafe 
of the prefent Generation of Chriftians ; and 
it muft certainly be a melancholy Reflec- 
tion to every Man of a ferious and good 
Mind, to fee the Profcffors of the Go/pel fo 
greatly and fo univerfally corrupted, and fal- 
len off from the true Spirit of their Religion j 
to perceive that Love of the nobleft kind 
Matth. ^^^ 'waxed cold info many of them ; that they 
xxiv. I*, are fo commonly Lovers of Pleafures and 
aTim. iii. '^^^^ Intercfts in this World, more than Lov- 
ers of Godi that they almoft aiifeei their 
Pha ii 21 ^^^> ^^' ^^^ things which are Jcfus Chrift's. 
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Thefc things are affigned in the New Tef-SERM. 
lament, and very juftly, as the Marks and X. 
Charadterifticks of the worft and moft dan-^^ ^^ 
gerou» times 3 and though there has been al- 
ways more or lefs of them fiiice the begin- 
ning of Chriftianity, yet perhaps there was 
never greater Reafon to complain of the prc- 
valency of them than in this Age ; which, 
with all its boafted Refinements in other mat- 
ters, has been far from improving in thofe 
Qualities which chiefly form the Charadters 
of true Chriftians, and good Men. May God 
prevent the Progrefs and Increafe of our De- 
generacy, which if it goes on, muft necef- 
farily have the moft fatal Influence on pure 
Religion, and, together with that, on every 
thing that is valuable and dear to us as 
Men. 

4. From hence, in the laid place, we may 
learn the Neceflity of cultivating the Love 
of God and of our Bleflfed Saviour. This 
is fo clear an Inference fi-om all that went 
before, that there is no occafion for ufirig 
any Words to illuftrate it. I fhall only ob- 
fcrve, that as Almighty God never can, and 
as our Blefled Lord does not now come with- 
in the notice of our external Senfes, and as 
we are continually furrounded with many 
Objedts of theie Senfes, which are found in 
U 2 Ex- 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



2gz The Love of our Saviour to be Jlronger 

Serm. Experience to have great force ia folliciting 
X. and engroffing our AfFeftions, it will be very 
^■^^"^^"^^neceffary for countcrballancing and taking off 
the dangerous Influence of fuch external Ob- 
jedls, and for raifing and heightening our 
Love of thefe moft glorious and excellent, 
tho' they are both at prefent invifible Beings, 
to make their Pcrfedtions prefent to our 
Minds by ferious and frequent Reflediions ; 
to dwell on the Confideralion of all the 
amiable Attributes of the Deity^ and more 
efpecially of his Goodnefs, which gave being 
to the Univerfe, and is ftill the Support and 
Life of it, and the Spring of all the Joy 
and Happinefs which Mankind do or can 
partake of; and to contemplate the Glory 
of Jefus Cbrijly as it is reveded to us in the 
Gofpcl ; to confider him as fuperior in the 
Dignity and Excellence of his Nature to the 
whole Creation, and to meditate on all the 
amazing Inflances of his Condefceniion and 
Humility, and of his Compaflion and Good- 
will to Mankind. The going over thefe 
things frequently, not only in the folemn 
and ftated Adls of our Devotion, but in 
many Reflcftions and Meditations upon other 
Occafions, as it feems to be altogether nc- 
cefiary to prevent our AfFedions from (ct* 
ding too intenicly on earthly things, and to 

keep 
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keep our Hearts always open to the Impref-SERM. 
iions of the Love of God and of our Saviour, X. 
fo it can hardly fail to fill us with fuch a high 
Reipedt to them, and fuch an, ardent Love 
of them^ as will make us perfedUy devoted 
to them, and have a good EfFe6l upon, and 
add a Dignity to our whole Behaviour. 
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SERMON XL 

The peculiar Advantages of our 
Saviour's DoArine. 



John VIL 46, 
Never Manjpake like this Man^ 

THESE Words were fpoken of our 
Bleflcd Saviour by certain Officers, 
who had been fcnt by the Phari-^ 
fees and Chief Priejis of the Jews to ap- 
prehend him ; but who, upon convcrfing 
with our Lord, and hearing fomc part of 
his Doctrine, not only defifted from all At* 
tempts againft him, but returned to their 
Mafters, with this extraoadinary Charafter 
and Commendation of him, that never Man 
fpake Hke him : That they had never before 
heard any one deliver fuch wife and exceU 
lent Inflructions, fo rational and pure a Docw^ 

trine, 
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trine, and fo apt to convince and afied theSBRM. 
Mind, as this Perfon, whom they fuppofcd XI. 
to be an Impoftor, had juft now delivered 
to them. 

It is not my Intention to confider par- 
ticularly what that Difcourfe of our Saviour 
was, which made fo great an Impreflion on 
the Minds of thefe Officers ; but what I pro- 
pofe, is to take occafion from hence to fpeak 
fomewhat in general concerning the Excel- 
lency of that Dodrine which our Bleffed 
Lord delivered to the World ; to ihew how 
truly it deferves the Approbation of Men, 
and upon what accounts it is to be prefer- 
red to the teaching of any, who appeared 
in the Charafter either of Philofophers, or 
Prophets, or Inftitutors of Religion before 
him. After which, I fhall make fome proper 
Reflexions upon this Subjeft. 

For evincing the great Goodnefs and in- 
ODmparable Excellency of our Saviour's Doc- 
trine, I fliall firft confider what the great 
Defign propofed by it is, and whether this be 
not unexceptionably moft worthy and good; 
And then (hew that this moft worthy and 
excellent Defign has been profecuted and 
urged by our Lord by Methods the moft 
proper and eflfedual, and fuch as give his 
Inftitution a great advantage above the 
U 4 Schemes 
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St RM, Schemes and Inftitutions of Phflofophcrs, and 
XI. all the other Teachers and Inftrudors of 

Firjl^ As for the Defign of our Saviour*8 
Do(3rine, and the great Excellency of that ; 
It will not be neceiTaiy to'ufe many Words 
upon thefe Points. Whoever looks into the 
Gofpel, wHl eafily perceive that the great End 
propofed by the Author of it, is the Refor- 
mation of Men, and the improving them in 
all Virtue*, Our Lord himfelf declares, that 
Matth.ix. be came to call Sinners to Repentance^ to cor- 
**' red every thing that is amifs in the Tempers 
and Manners of Men, and to engage them to 
an univerfal Purity both in Heart and Life. 
,^. In another place, he fays that he came not to 
defiroy tbeLaw^ and the PropbetSy but to fuU 
Jil them j that he did not intend, in the Re- 
ligion which he was about to inftitute, to dif- 
folve any of the natural and moral Obliga- 
tions which were laid upon Men before his 
Appearance ; but that, on the contrary, be de- 
figned to confirm and reinforce thefe Obliga- 
tions, to perfect the Defign of the Law and 

♦ If any would choolc lo reprclicDt the Salvation of Men 
at the End of the Chriftian Inftitution, rather than their Im- 
provement in Virtue : There need be no Difpute about this* 
It is plain that our Saviour intended both, and that thefe Ends 
aremoftftricU/and infeparably conneded, or rather coinci- 
dent ; an entire Freedom from Vice, and the Poflcflion of all 
virtuous Qualities, being the very State of Salvation, the 
highcil PerfcdUon of Human Nature, and the certain and issi- 
l&»diatc Source of its greatell iriappinefs. 

the 
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the Prtfl^ts^ by inculcating the DoSrines oFSermi 
Piety and Virtue, and urging the Practice 5CL 
of them in the moft efFedtual manner upon^"'^^^ 
Mankind. The Apoftles have given us the 
feme Notion of the Defign of the Chri- 
ftian Inftitution with that which was de- 
livered by our Saviour himfelf. Thus St. Paul 
informs us, that the Grace ofGodthatbrin^Tn. s: 
getb Sahatiofty by which he means thfc falu-"* "*• 
tary Dodb-ine of the Gofpel, kath appeared 
unto all Men^ teaching us^ that denying Un" 
godlinefs and worldly Lujis^ we fhould live 
fiberly^ righteotifiy^ and godly in fbis prefent 
World. St. yohn declares, that the Purpofe t joh. SL 
of the Son of God's manifejiation in the tlejh^* 
of his Do<flrin^ and Life in this World, was 
that he might dejlroy the Works of the Devil^ 
that he might remove from among Men 
all Idolatry, Corruption, and Vice, and that 
in' the room thereof, he might plant all 
Virtue and Goodnefs among them. And the 
Apoftle Peier tells us, that God having rai/ed ^^^ ^ 
tip bis Son Jefus, fent bim to blefs us in turn- -6. 
ing away every one of us from our Iniquities. 
Thefe arc fuch clear and full Declarations, as 
leave no room to doubt of the true Intention 
ofChriilianity. Every one who impartially 
confiders them muft be fatisfied that our Sa- 
viour defigned, by means of his Religion, to 

purify 
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^ERM. purify and reform our Nature, and to make 
XL Mankind moft finccrely and univcrfally holy 
^^^^'^^'^and virtuous. And if it fliould be faid that 
befides the Reformation of Men, there are 
fome other things intended by the Chriftian 
Inflitution, fuch as the inftrudting us in cer- 
tain Dodrines not ^difcoverablc by Reafon, 
and the engaging us to an Obfervancc of 
fome peculiar Forms of external Religion; 
I anfwer, that whatever of this fort is in- 
tended by it, is always in fubordination to 
the eftablifliing the Pradtice of moral Vir- 
tue among Men, which is evidently the 
great and ultimate End of the Chriftian Dif- 
penfation, to which every other thing in it is 
made fubfervient ; and therefore we find that 
both the Doftrines of the Gofpel, and the 
poiitive Rites of it, have all a practical View 
and Tendency, and thatunlefs the Belief of 
its Doftrines and the Ufe of its Rites be the 
means of influencing us to a pious and good 
Life, they cannot^be of the leaft fignificancy. 
Jam. ii. Faith witbout Works is deaa^ fays St. yamesy 
* ' *^' and projileth not. , And firom the exprefs De- 
claration of our Saviour, we learn, that no Par- 
ticipation of the outward Inftitutions and Pri- 
vileges of his Religion, will prevent our being 
rejedcd and condemned by him at laft, if wc 
Luke xiii.have been the Workers of Iniquity. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



tfour Saviour'^ DoSirine. 299 

That the purifying of the human Nature, Serm. 
and the improving it in all virtuous Qua- XL 
litics, is a moft excellent and worthy Under- ^^^^^^ 
taking, muft be evident to cvery^onc who rc- 
fle<3ts upon it, with the leaft Attention. For 
beiides that this difcovers the moft noble and 
generous Senfe of moral Goodnefs, it at the 
fame time confers the greateft Benefits upon 
Men ; by dignifying and adprning their Na*» 
ture, by exalting them to the trueft Sublimity, 
and bringing them to the neareft Refem- 
blance which they can have to that glorious 
Being, whofe Nature is the Original and 
Standard of all Excellency, and by laying the 
fureft Foundation for their living happily in 
this World, and their arriving at a State of 
the greateft Perfcdion and Happineis in the 
World to come. i 

It muft be owned indeed that this Deiign 
is not peculiar to the Doftrine of our Saviour : 
The promoting of moral Virtue is a .thing 
fp apparently good, the common Nature of 
Mankind inclines them all fo much to ap- 
prove of it, that there has never been any Ih^ 
ftitution either of Philofophy or Religion, that 
had any tolerable fhare of Wifdom in it, 
which h^ not propofed this as its End. One 
of the ancient moral Writers tells us, that the 
great Pijrpofe to vyhich Philofophy was di*. 

reded. 
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S£RM.re£ted» was the purifying and perfeSing the 
XI. Ufc^ of Man. And the fame thing was very 
^evidently intended by that Scheme of Religion 
which was eilabliihed by Mofes^ and which 
was more fiilly explained and opened up by the 
fucceeding Prophets of the Jews^ in whoie 
Writings we every where find, that the mat- 
ters upon which that Religion laid the great- 
eft Strefs, were an inward Puri^ and Inte* 
grity of Mind, and an outward good Conver- 
fation ; without which the mod pundual Ob- 
iervation oftheForms and Ceremonies that had 
been impofed upon the Jews^ was not at all 
regarded. The fuperior Excellency, there- 
fore, of our Saviour's DoSrine, above diat of 
other Inftruiftors of Mankind, is not to be 
brought merely from the End which it has 
in view, which is common to his with other 
Inftitutions : But that which gives his InfH* 
tution vaftly the preference to all others, is 
its profecuting the excdlent End propofed by 
it, by means much more eiFedual and more 
likely to bring it to pafs, than any that thofe 
other Inftitutions have ever employed for 
accompUfiiing it . And this is ihtfeamd point 
which I am to illuftrate. 

Though it is certain that the natural Pow- 
ers of Men may enablQ them, antecedently 
to the Difcovcrics of Revelation, to form 

fuch 
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fiich a comprehenlive Scheme of Religion^ asS e r m. 
may be fufficient to diredl and engage them ^I« 
to the practice of all Virtue; though feveral^*^^^'^^ 
who have had no acquaintance with Revela** 
tion have actually formed fuch a Scheme, and 
have found the great Ufc of it both in the 
Government of their own Lives, and in en- 
abling them to give Inftrudions to others for 
the good ConduiSt of theirs ; yet, when wc 
coniider how few of thofe who had no other 
Light than that of Nature and Reafon to di- 
rect them, did ever form any thing like a ra* 
tional and juft Scheme of Religion, in com* 
parifon of that great multitude, who, through 
a natural Inattention, an utter Neglcd of 
Reafoning, and evoi an Abufe of their rea- 
fonable Powers, wandered p^petually in Ig^ 
norance and Error as to many points of ^eat 
confequence, having but little more Senie of 
Religion and the Obligations of Virtue than 
the Obfervations which they muft neceflarily 
have made upon the Frame of the Univcrfc, 
however flight thefe might have been, and 
the moral and fbcial Nature which God had 
given them unavoidably forced upon them ; 
and having even this corrupted and weakened * 
by the vain and faperflitious Notions which 
they entertained, and the debauched Pradtices 
ja which they toQ freely indulged themfelvcs : ' 

J When 
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SERM.When we confider farther how the wiieft 
XI. Men among the Heathens^ thofe who arc u- 
^■^^^^^^^ niverfally allowed to have made the greateft 
progrefs in true Philofophy, remained doubt- 
ful, after all their refearchcs, of the truth of 
certain Principles which have always a great 
Influence upon the Pradice of Virtue, and are 
abfolutely neceflary for its Support In many 
Cafes I and were altogether unacquainted with 
fome Motives to it, of great efficacy, which 
could be difeovered to Men only by Revela- 
tion : And when we confider, laftly, how 
little opportunity the Philofophers had of pro- 
pagating their Notions, and how little able 
they were to inculcate them with fuch 
Weight and Authority, as were neceflary for 
bearing down the Prejudices, and calming 
the Paffions of Men, for engaging tlieir At- 
tention, and diipofing them to i:eceive the 
Truth in the Love of it, and to fuffer it to 
produce its proper EfFefts upon them : When 
we confider, I fay, all thefe things, which 
are very well known Fa6ts, it muft be evi- 
dent that for bringing about any remarkably 
great and general Reformation among Men, 
and for raifing them up to that Pcrfedtion in 
Virtue which their Nature and Circumftances 
in this World will very well admit of, fome 
more powerful Afliiftanccs were wanted than 

thofe 
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thofe which the Light of Reafon and the fe- Se r m. 
veral Powers of Nature, and the Inftitutions XI. 
of Philofophy did afford. 

And though the Jewtjh Inflitution afford- 
ed fome confiderable Helps and Advantages 
for the praftice of Virtue, more than the 
common Light of Nature and the Improve- 
ments of Philofophy had given, by delivering 
very dearly many of the mofl important 
Principles of Religion, and urging them by 
an Authority which was not to be difputed^ 
and which could not but make a great Im- 
preilion upon the Mind ; yet it is plain e- 
nough that it did not give fuch great AiBf- 
tances and Encouragements for this purpofe> 
as a religious Inflitution might have given, 
nor did the Jewsy for the mofl part, after all 
the Advantages which they had for leading 
holy and virtuous Lives, arrive at that height 
of Piety and Goodnefs,to which many, by the 
benefit of a better Inflitution, have fince at- . 
tained. This comparative Weaknefs of the 
Jewijb Religion for making Men holy and 
good, is frequently taken notice of in the 
Writings of St. Pauly and will be evident to 
any one who only confidcrs, among other 
things, that this Religion had originally no other 
Sandions than temporal Promifes and Threat- 
nings, that it contained no exprefs Declara- 
tions 
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StKM.tions aljout a future State, and gaw at bcft 
XI. but fomc obfcure Hopes of fpiritual and ctec- 
'nal BlcffingS} and that befidcs this inward 
Defca, the external Pomp of it, however 
necefiary it might have been in the Circum- 
fiances of die Jews, could not but have an 
unhappy EfFcdt on many of them, by drawing 
ofFtheir Attention from the things which were 
intrmfically worthy and good, and makmg 
them fpend their Time and Care in an ob- 
iervance of ibmc indifiercnt Ceremonies j fo 
rfiat while they were very much amufed and 
dizzied with the outward Solemnity and 
Splendour of their Worfhip, their Hearts 
were left uncultivated, and but little o( Ac 
true Fruits of Piety and Tirtue were to be 
found in their Converfiitions. 

But now the Inftitution of our Saviour has 
done a great deal -niore for the Reformation 
of Manitind, and their Advancement in Vir- 
tu?, than any Syftems of Philofophy, and 
djan any other Inftitution of Religion could 
ever do . It has proiecuted this noble End by 
the wifeft and bcA Means that have been ever 
propofed for effefting it, and fuch as, if well 
improved, will moft certainly and eafily 
bring it to pafs. For making this appear, let 
us confider. 
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u. That the fundamental Principles of Pi-Serm. 
ety and Goodnefs, which the Light of Nature XI. 
moft clearly taught, which the Philofophcrs ^'^'^^'^^ 
inculcated, and which Mo/es^s^ the Prophets 
delivered in their Writings, concerning the 
difference between Moral Good and Evily the 
Nature of Virtue and Vice and their refpec^ 
tive Tendencies, the Being and Attributes of 
God^ his Providence, and Government of Man^ 
kind I that all thefe are repeated and publiih- 
ed again in the Revelation of the Gofpel^ 
firee from every Mixture of Error and Super- 
ftition, and put in fuch a light as will be 
moft apt to give them their full Force and 
Influence upon the Mind. And this is cer^ 
tainly a Circumftance of coniiderable moment : 
For however the Evidence of thefe great Ar- 
ticles is fo very ftrong and obvious, that not 
only Men of Reflcdtion among the Heathens^ 
but the greateft part of them have always had 
(bme Belief and Senfc of them, yet it is cer- 
tain that they were held by the generality of 
therti, not in their genuine Simplicity, but 
obfcured and depraved by many Errors and 
Follies, which were more efpecially blended 
with their Notions and Reafonings about .the 
Divine Nature and Perfedions, concerning 
which they became vain in their Imagina- Rom. L 
timsy and took up fui^h monftrous Opinions 
Vol. I. X as 
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SBRM.as were the Foundation of die grofleft Idcja> 
^* try, Superftition, and Immorality. And with 
^^^^"^ regard even to the JefoSj I thmk, it may be 
affirmed> that whatever hnproved Notions, be^ 
yond what commcmly prevailed among the 
Heathens^ were delivered to them concern- 
ing the Supreme Being, riiey were not yet (o 
dear and full as to hinder thek running very 
eafiiy into narrow and partial Conceptions of 
' him, as if his Goodneis was confined to their 

Nation^ and they were the only People in 
the World that he had any Concern for> 
and as if his Prefence was limited to their 
Temple> and ho Services would pleafe him 
which were not performed there > in conie* 
q|uence of which^ they became vain^ and 
prood, and infblent Defpifers of the reft of 
iVbmkind, and moft grotmdlefsly prefomcd on 
the Favour of God, even while they were 
committing the greateft Impieties. But now 
the Dodrine of Chri{tianity upon thefe iirfl: 
and moft neceflary Points, is throughout ra- 
tional and pure, being the fum of all the wif- 
eft Apprehenfions which Mankind have ever 
had concerning them, feparated from all 
their Miftakes, and delivered with fo much 
Cleamefs and Simplicity, that it muft eafily 
approve itfelf to the Mind, and if digefted 
wkh any care, may be the fure Foundation 

of 
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of a worthy and good Coodudl ; particularly^ S e R m* 
the Reprefentation which k gives us of the ^I* 
Attributes and Perfe€lions erf" God| his Unity ^^"^^ 
&nd fpiritual Nature, his almighty Power, his 
infinite Wifdom and fupreme and univerfal 
Dominion^ his unlimited Qoo4ne& and im* 
partial Juftice^ his perfect Purity and inflexi-* 
ble Regard to Virtue; the RepiefentatioDi I 
fay» which the Gofpel giVes us of thefe Di- 
vine Attributes^ is fuch as Reafon muft im- 
tnediately approve^ and allow to be every W97 
worthy of the fupcetne Mind, and canned fa£l 
to raiie in all who ferioufly attfcod to k, the 
higheft Veneration^ Gratitude, and Love to- 
wards this moft a(^ble and excellent Beings ^ 
and effedually retrain them both from Idqls^ 
try and SttperflitiOn, keeping them ftedJBdIifi 
the Worfii^ df the ooe frue God| and making 
them to feek his Favour, only by proper aodi 
worthy Methoids, by Inqoeence and an u&L 
yer£ll Integrity of Heart and Life^ which an» 
the peat Q^lificatioos that he has a reiped 
to^ luid which alone can find acceptance with 
him. 

2. There are other Principles, of vaft con- 
iequence, for fupporting the PraSice of Vir- 
tue, which appeared fomewhat doubtful tp 
the moft confiderate Peribns among the Rea^ 
tbem, and fome of them even to the Jews^ 
whidi are fully afcertained and put beyond 
X a all 
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SERM.all doubt by the Revelation of Chriftk- 
• XI. nity. Such, for inftance, are the great Doc-^ 
^^^trines concerning ihe Immortality of the Souly 
and a future State of Rewards and Punijb- 
mentsy which, whatever Iblid Foundation they 
may have in Nature and Reafon, were never 
fo clear and manifeft even to the Philofophers^ 
of the greateft Name, but that they frequents 
ly difcovered an uncafinefs about the truth of 
them, and that they wanted fome ftrongcr 
Evidence for eftablifliing their Minds in the 
firm Perfuafion and Belief of them ; and which 
were fo fparingly delivered in the iacred Boob 
of the Ltf w, that the Reception which thcfe 
Doctrines met with, which was indeed pretty 
general among the Jews^ efpecially towards the 
Conchifion of their State, (tho* there was one 
numerous Sedtof them, which always difbelie- 
vcd them,) whenccfoevcr it was derived, could 
hardly have proceeded ftom any Notices of 
them that were originally contained in their 
Religion. But now the Revelation of the Gof^el 
bath brought Life and Immor tali lyjo light : The 
Doftrine of our Saviour hath extricated Man- i 
kind from all the Darknefs and Perplexity which 
they were formerly in, with regard to a future 
Life, hath opened and enlarged their Proipeds i 
beyond the Grave, and given fuch an aflii- i 
ranee of another World, in which Mankind I 
are to be inconceivably happy or miferahle, i 
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according to their good or bad Condud bcre^ S e k m. 
as may make all who attend to it acquiefce in XI. 
a full Expedation of this other World, and ^"^"X^ 
remove from their Minds every fulpicion of 
its Reality. Such likewiie is the Dodrine 
concerning the Efficaty of Repentance^ which, 
however credible it may be upon Principles 
. of Reafon, and whatever ftrong Hope or Per- 
fiiafion feveral of the Heathens had of the 
Truth of it, fcems to have been uncertain in 
the Judgment even of Ibme thinking Men 
in the Pagan World, apd much more in the 
Opinion of the Vulgar, if we may judge of 
their Notions from their Pradice of endeavour, 
ing to appcafe the Wrath of God, and to pro- 
cure his Favour, not by the Exercife of a true 
Repentance, but by oflering one fort of £icri« 
fice after another to him, and by many fuper« 
ftitious ridiculous Rites which were altoge* 
ther impertinent and inefiedtual for the pur- 
pofe. J^ut now the Efficacy of Repentance is 
one of the cleareft Principles in the Chriftian 
Inilitution ; the Declarations of our Lord and 
his Apoftles are fo exprefs and full upon this 
head, that every one who believes them and 
knows himfelf to be a true Penitent, mud: 
baniih away all Doubts and Fears about hit 
being in a ftate of Acceptance with God, and 
rejoice in the fure Hope of the Divine For- 
X 3 givcnefs 
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S £ R M. givenefs and Favoiv. After thcfe, I may 5n» 
XI. ftance in another important Principle of Re-* 
^^^y^ ligtoiii which has received a great Confir-s' 
mation in the Inftitution of our Savionr, which 
istheI>ddrineQf aD/Wiv^ ^fianie^ accom^ 
pan^'ing the Endeamurs of Men in Virtue : 
Of this Affs^mo^y it is certain that not only 
the Jews but the Heathens h?ui fomc Notion 
and Bxpcftation ; for we find the Phibfo^ 
{ihers frequently hinting at it, and propofing 
It as a Motive and Encouragement to Virtue ; 
but it can hardly be fuppofed that any of 
i^e Heathens ever looked upon it as a diing 
inore than probable, or which the Goodnefs 
of the Deity ^ind his Love of Virtue might 
i^K^lioe him to grant to Men : Whereas the 
Dodbine of our Saviour has made fuch a plain 
Ofl^, and given fuch a pofitive Propiifc of it, 
thj^t all who fcrioufly apply themielves to the 
Praftice of Virtue, may depend that they wilj 
be fupported in it \ that God will go along 
with them in all their Attempts to reform 
themfelves, and make their Endeavours fucr 
ce&fuL Now whoever confides how abfo* 
luttily neceflary the Belief of at kaft feme of 
thefe Principles is for promoting Virtue among 
Men, a^d the great influent which the &* 
lief of all of them muft have upon the prac- 
tkreof it, that a ftill and ftcady Perfuafion of 

the 
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the Truth of thetn is enough to fortify a Man S e r m . 
againft all poilible Temptations to defert his ^* 
Duty, and to make him adhere to it in the^^^^ 
moft difficult Circumftances ; whoever, I fay, 
coniiders this, muft fee that the InfHtution oif 
our Saviour, by bringing the& Principles out 
of the Uncertainty in which they jformerly 
lay, and fetding ^^emiipoa a fure Foundati^ 
on, has done a moll important fervice to the 
Caufe of Virtue, has provided much nK>re 
effisdually for its prevailing, and given it a 
vaftly Wronger Support and Eilabliihment 
than any Inftitution ever did before. 

3. The Religion of om: Saviour has fug-* 
gefled fbme mofl nobk ^aad powerful Mo- 
tives for engaging Men to Virtue, which ase 
peculiar to itfelf, and which the World vmce 
never acqwunted with before : I mean tfao& 
which arife itom the infinite Love of God, 
in fendbg bis only^J^ctttn Son intodie World, 
to make a Revelation of his Will to Mankind, 
to propofe and xlechue the Terms of Acoep-* 
.tance with him, and to give us all neceflary 
JHblp and Encouragement for coming up to 
thefe Terms $ and from the ini^nite Conde- 
icenfion and Love of our Bleifed Saviour in 
taking our Nature upon him, and all that he 
aded, taught, and fufiered, for recovering 
US more effe^ally from our finful and mife- 

X 4 rable 
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Se R M.rable Condition, and bringing us to a State of 
XI. cverlafting Perfection and Happinefs; and 
*^'*^^fi'om the great Gcxxlnefs of appointing the 
hoXy Spirit of God to be the Sandlifier and 
Guide of good Men, who is to refide con- 
tinually with us, to be the Principle of fpiri- 
tual Life and Joy in our Hearts, to fupport 
and comfort us in the perforniance of our 
Duty : Whoever attends to this nqw andwon- 
dcrful Scene of I^ivine Love and Goodnefe 
towards Mankind, which the Gofpel has 
exhibited to our View, may certainly find 
force enough in it for fillmg him with all the 
Sentiments of the fbongeft Gratitude and Love 
towards almighty God, and our blefled Savi- 
our, for producing in him the moft chearfiil 
and univerfal Obedience to their Will, for 
making him to abound in all the moil noble 
.Ads of Piety, and in all the Inftances of the 
moft generous and fublime Virtue. 

4. The pofitive Ihflitutions and external 
Rites of Chriftlanity contribute much better 
to the Advancement of Piety and Virtue, than 
thofe of any other Religion have ever done. 
^Something of this fort ieems to be neoeiTary in 
. every Religion, both for continuing and propa- 
gating the ProfeiSon of it, and conveying the 
Dodrines and Principlesof it with a ftrongerand 
more lively Impreilion into the Minds of Men. 

But 
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But the Rites and Forms of moft of the Re- Se r m. 
ligions which have been ever known in the XI. 
World, inftead of fcrving the Intercft of true ^^ 
Religion, and promoting what mud be the 
End of that, have either had no rela- 
tion* to this purpofe, or been unhappily the 
means of prejudicing, and defeating it : This 
is notorioufly true of a great part, at leaf):, 
of the religious Rites and Cuftoms of the 
Heathens^ many of which vi^ere altogether 
fooliih arid ridiculous, and feveral of them 
ilagrandy impious and imnK>ral. Nor can 
it be denied, that the Ceremonies and Fornis 
of the Jews^ though originally very well in- 
tended, did always, by die Multiplicity and 
great Variety of them, too much ingrofs the 
Minds, and engage the Attention of that Peo- 
ple, and came at laft to fhut out almoft all 
folid Piety and Goodnefs from among them. 
But now the pofitive and ritual Precepts of 
Chriftianity are but few, and require nothing 
but what is very fimple and eafy, and are all 
wifely framed for fecuring the main End of 
the Gofpel, and have .the mofl dire(^ and 
plain Tendency to promote it t For what can 
be more proper to keep up in our Minds a 
lively Senfe of Virtue, and to confirm and fet 
us forward . in the Pnuftice of it, than to 
enter ourfelves Into the Society of Chriilians, 

and 
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S'EitM.and t^e upon us the Frofeflion of the Go* 
XL (pel in an open and fblemn Manner ; to meet 
^'^^'^''^^ together at ftated times in religious Aflemblies^ 
for worihipping God by Prayer and Thanld^ 
giving ; for receiving Inftrudions in the great 
Duties of our Religion, and having the Prin- 
ciples and Motives of it fbongly and afiedio* 
nately inculcated upon us ; and for comme* 
morating the Death of the great Founder of 
the Gofpel, and the Benefits which we ob* 
tain by his Appearance in the World. Thefe 
Jnftitutions are manifeftly calculated for rai- 
fing pious and good Difpofitions in the Hearts 
of Men, and we will not attend to them 
With Judgment and true Devotion, without 
))erceiving the great Benefit and Ufe of them, 
in fubduing our irregular Defires and Incli- 
nations, in preferving us in a Divine Temper^ 
and making us more expert and adive in 
every part of our Duty, 

5. Laftly, the Inftitution of the Gofpel is 
compleated, and perfectly fitted for thePur- 
pofe of reforming Mankind by its divine Sane* 
tion, or the Confirmation which it receives 
from the Miracles of our Lord and his 
Apoftlcs. The Religion of our Saviour in 
this refpefl, ftands at leaft upon a level 
with the Inftitution of Mofes^ and the Doc- 
trines of all the moft famous Prophets of the 

014 
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OM Teftament, and has a mighty advan«S£iiM, 
tage above the Inftitqtions of the ancient XL 
Meatben Lcgiflators and Fhilofophcr$/ whofe '^^"'^^^^ 
I>o£lrine$ and Precepts did indeed by their 
own Light and Evidence infinuate tfaemfelves 
into feveral inquiiitive and fi*ee Minds, but 
for v/ant of proper Methods to propagate 
them» and a proper Authority to enforce 
them, could never make any progreTs amons 
the nuun.Bcxiy of Men, Indeed theGene<- 
rality of the World have naturally fo much 
Ijtvity and Inconflancy of Mind, and fop 
the mofi part labour under fo much Prgu«^ 
dice and Corruption, that it is very diificuk 
to fix their Attention even on the moil nobk 
and important Objefls, and to bring tfaem^ * 
far as tq hearken to a Do6faine which is per^ 
feAIy pure and holy, and much more to 
make them heai'tily confent to it and live 
under its Power and Influence ; fo that who* 
ever attempts to inftrudt and reform them* 
and would expert any great Succefe from his 
Endeavours, muft find, if he can, fomemore 
powerful Means of engaging their Attention, 
and influencing their Minds, dian the virifeft 
:^nd jufteft Reafoning which he can ufe with 
them, will be« Upon this account it was 
that the La wgiv^^ among the H^oTi^mj. en- 
deavoured to found their Inftitutions upon 
. . * the 
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Sb R M.the Authority of a Divine CommifSon, whkh 
XL they knew was a thing that would naturally 
^"""^^'^^'ftrikc the Minds of Men, and procure the 
greateft and'moft univerfal Reverence to their 
Inftrudtions and Orders. Now what they 
falfly pretended to be, and for the moft part 
fo weakly, that none of any tolerable Reflec- 
tion was ignorant of the Deceit, our Saviour 
proved that he really was : He (hewed him- 
fclf to be a Divine Teacher and Law^ver, 
by performing, and enabling his Apoftles like- 
^ife to perform, fuch mighty Works in con- 
iirmation of his Dodrine and Precepts, as 
carried the plained Marks of the Interpol- 
lionof Heaven, and which no Man could be 
joh.iii.2 fuppofed to do, except God was with bim ; 
which Circumftance muft make a great Im- 
preflion on the Minds of all Men, and give 
a full Conviction, if any thing at all will, 
evin to the moft Prejudiced and Inconfide- 
prte, of the Truth of his Religion, and the 
Obligation of his Law, and of the great Dan- 
ger of , rejeAing and difobeying them; ac- 
cording to that natural and obvious Reflexion 
Feb. ii. or the Apoftle, How Jhall we efcape if noe 
^' ^- negleS that great Salvation^ which at tbejirfi 
began to he jpoken by the Lord^ and was am^ 
, formed unto us by them that heard bim ; God 
eljb bearing them witnefs^ with Signs and 

Wonders^ 
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Wonders^ and with Mverfe Miracks and Gifts Sz it m. 
oftbeHolyGboJi. XI. 

In this manner has our Saviour carried on^'"^'^^^^ 
and perfeftcd the great Defign of his Religion : 
Thus has he laid a fure Foundation for our 
prad:ifing all Virtue, and afforded us incom* 
parably the greateft Advantages for this Pur« 
pofe, that were ever granted to Mankind ; 
and if his Inftitution is not effectual to en- 
gage us to Righteoufnefs, it is hardly to be 
expedted that uy thing will be fufiicient to 
do it. The Gofpel has done every thing that is 
requifite in a rational and moral way, for ope- 
rating upon the JVlinds of Men, and deter- 
mining them to Virtue i and if after all they 
will, through a preverfe and vicious Diipoii- 
tion of Heart, refift the Force of its Princi-. 
pies and Motives, the fame will very probably 
make them refifl all other mean&4hat can be 
ufed for their Reformation and Amendment. 
Our Saviour indeed offers no Violence to the 
Frame of human Nature; he does not by mere 
Force compel thofe to live well, who are obfli* 
nately refolved upon the contrary ; but he has 
omitted nothing, that was proper to be pro- 
pofed in a wife Inftitution, for recovering Men 
from their Sins, and exciting them to all Pie- 
ty and Holinefs : He has laid down fuch ex- 
cellent Principles, he has inculcated fuch 

flrong 
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dsRM.^Ong Arguments, he has offered us focfe 
XL great Affi^tnces for engaging us to our Du- 

^^^>f^^ ty, and he has confirmed all with fo high 
an Authority, that if we heartily believe his 
Religion, and live under its Influence, it will 
undoubtedly be the means of raifbg us up 
to the higheft Degrees of Goodneis that in 
this World we can attain to. The Chri- 
ftian Religion has heretofore been Very re* 
tnarkable for producing all manner of Virtue 
in thoib who fincerely . embraced it ; and 
more efpecially upon its firft Appeanmce, when 
it was better underftood, and more firmly be-^ 
licved than it ufually is at prefent, k was fa- 
mous for die Succefe which it had in raifin^ 
up vaft nnmbers from the loweft and OM>ft 

X degenerate State, to be eminent Examples of 

all good Difpofitions and Actions* And there 
IS certainly the fame EfiSicacy in our Religion 
that ever theri was for reforming the Hearts 
and Manners of Men, if they be hat am^ 
ful to improve it, and willing to be governed 
by it. And if we are not reformed by it, 
the Fault is not to be charged upon the Go^ 
fpel, which is an Inftitution every wdy fitted 
fen: obliging Men to Holinefs and improving 
them in it, but upon ourfehres, who do not 
comply with the Defign of this excellent In^ 
flitution, nor fuiFcr it to have its proper In^ 

fluence 
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fiuence upon onr Minds and our Conver£i«S£RM« 
tions. 

I (hall now conclude with two or three 
Reflections upon what has been dHcourfed. 

I. The Confideration of the excellent De-^ 
iign of Chriftianity, and its great Ufe and Ef- 
ficacy for fupporting the Pradice of all Virtue, 
may moft juflly recommend it to the EAeem 
and A£fedion of Mankind. There is cer* 
tainly no Man who has any noblenefsand ge-- 
nerofity of Mind^ and any regard to die In- 
tereft of Mankind, and who knows how 
much their Happmefs depends upon the Pu«- 
rity of their Hearts and the Integrity and 
Goodnefs of their Condud:, but muft hear- 
tily approve and value an Inflitution which 
contributes moft ef&dually to the Refor* 
mation of the human Nature, and the ador* 
ning Men with all excellent and worthy 
Qjialities. The Pralfes which have been be« 
ftowed upon the wife Inftitutions of the an- 
cient Legiflators, and the Schemes of the 
Philofophers for reftraining the evil Pafiions 
of Mankind, and engs^ing them to the Love 
and Pradice of Virtue, are much more evi- 
dently due to die Inftrudion of the Ooi^» 
which gready furpafies eveiy other Inftitu*- 
tion that has been known in the Plaionefs 

and 
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S£RM«and Simplicity of its Dodtrines, the Certainty 
XI. and Efficacy of its Principles, the Excellency of 
'its Motives, and in every Circumftancc that has 
any Influenceupon the moral Condudlof Men. 
Ido notfay, that the excellent Defign and Ten-* 
dency of the Go(pel is fufficient to prove it 
to be ftriiSly a Divine Inftitution ; for to the 
making out this Pomt, we muft likewifc 
bring in the Confideration of the Miracles 
that were wrought for the Confirmation of 
our Religion, which are a direfl: and fo- 
lemn Attcftation of its Divinity ; But furely 
no one who is really a Friend to the Caufe 
of Virtue and the Intereft of Mankind, can 
ever be an Enemy to Chriftianity, if he truly 
underftands it, and reflects upon its moft wife 
and ufeful Tendency. The intrinfick Good* 
neis of the Gofpel, if it had nothing elfe to 
recommend it, is a jufl: Foundation for our 
entertaining a favourable Opinion of it, and 
wifliing all Succefs to it in the World, that 
it may become the Objedl of every Man's 
Attention, and the Rule by which he direc- 
ted his Behaviour. And if this once becomes 
the Temper of any one with regard to the 
Chriftian Inftimtion, we need hardly doubt 
but that a ferious Inquiry into the Credibility of 
thofe extraordinary Fa^, which fupport and 
xronfirm it, will make him fiiUy acquiefce in 

the 
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the BeUef of its Truth and Divine Autho-S£RM. 
rity* XI. 

2. Wc fhould be very thankful to God for ^''^"^^^^ 
the Chriftian Religion, and the great Advan- 
tages which it gives us for kading holy and 
virtuous Lives. It is a diftinguifhing Inftance 
of the Divine Mercy towards us, that vvc live 
under this laft and moft gracious Difpenfation 
of God to Mankind, which has afforded them 
fuch vaftly better Helps for forfaking their Sins 
and performing their Duty, than were ever 
given to the World before ; by means of which 
we can attain to Virtue, and the Rewards of 
it, at a much eafier rate than good Men who 
lived under cither the Law of Nature alone, 
or any former Difpenfation of revealed Religion 
could have done. Our Saviour told his Difci- 
ples, that the ancient Patriarchs, and the Pro- 
phets and other holy Men under the Jemjh 
Difpenfation, earneftly defired and would 
have greatly rejoiced in thofe clear Difcoveries 
and Revelations of the Counfels and Will of 
God, and the great Dodrines of Religiopi 
which he made to the WorW 5 but it plca- 
ied God to referve them for the peculiar Blef- 
fings of thofe who have lived iince the coming 
of his Son, and the promul^tion of the Go- 
fpel ; which was defigned to fupply the De- 
feats of all former Revelations and Inilitu-* 

Vol. I. Y tions. 
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Serm. tions, and to give Men the utmoft Advan-^ 
XL . tages that they will ever attain to in this 
^^^^^^ World, for becoming holy and happy. When 
therefore we are Partakers of thefe ^eat Be- 
nefits, we muft be extremely ftupid and in- 
fenfible, if a grateful Impreflion of them 
does not always remain upon our Hearts. 
How (hould we rgoice in the Light which 
fhines' among us ! And how (hould our Souls 

68 6*^'' ^^S^^fy ^^^ Lordy the God of our Sahation^ 
75! ' 'who hath vifited and redeemed us, and both 
raifed up for us a mighty Salvation^, that we 
may efcape from all the Snares and Temp- 
tations of our fpiritual Enemies y andfervebim 
nvitboiit Fear, in HoUnefs and RigbtewJ^ 
nejs before bim all the Days of our Life. 
^ 3. Let us be careful to depart from Ini^ 
quityy and to abound in all Virtue and Ho- 
lineff • If this is ever to be expedted J&om 
any Men, it is certainly to be expected firom 
the Profeflbrs of Chriftianity, who cannot 
indulge themfelves in the leaft degree or in«. 
ftance of Wickednefs, without going contra^ 
ry to the whole Dcfign and Aim of their 
Religion^ and breaking through all the Ties 
which can have any force upon reaibnable 
Creatures, and moral Agents. Thoie who are 
in the moft unhappy Situation for doing their 
Duty, who have ieirLotinthe darkcftand 

moft 
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moft comiptcd Parts 6f the World, have ftill S e r m, 
fo much Power, and fo many Advantagcs^M* 
from Nature and the common Di^nfittions 
of Providence for performing it, that they 
may be juftly faid to be mtbrnt Excufe^ 
whenever they negled it: But what then 
muft be the Cafe of thoie Chriftians, vfhoj 
by being inflru€ted in the Dodfaines/ and 
Principles of the Go/pel, have had all the 
Opportunities and Advantages as well as Ob- 
ligations that any Men can have, for be- 
coming good and virtuous, and i^otwith* 
(landing continue impenitent and wicked ? 
They are plainly the moft guilty and in- 
cxcufable of all Men, and difcover fuch a 
ftrong bent to Vice, a Heart fo thoroughly 
poflefled with the Love of it, and fo entire- 
ly under its Dominion, as muft render them 
mpft hateful in the fight both of Gfod and 
Man. If we would in any fort anfwer the 
Obligations which Chriftianity hath laid upon 
us, and make a proper Improvement of the 
rtelps which it affords us for the PraSice 
of Virtue, we will not only keep ourfelves 
innocent and free fi-om every prevailing Sin, 
but endeavour to become remarkable for all 
good Qualities j we fhall not content our- 
felves with any fmall Attainments in Virtue, 
but be always forming ourfelves upon the 
Y 2 Example 
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SERM.Examplc of Almighty God, and lie in a 
XI. continuat Prog^efs .towards the Pcrfedion 
^"^^"^^"^^of Goodnefe : We ftuU confidcr ourfelve9 
as deiigned, accdrding to our Saviour's Si-^ 
Matth. v.militude, to be the Ligbf b/ the World \ as 
'^' Perfons who are tp diflufe an enlivening and 
iabtary Influence, and fet a bright Pattern 
to all around us ; who are to adorn Religion, 
and Jrecommcnd it by our Conduct to the 
Approbation and Love of Mankind. This 
will be to walk nvortby of the Vocation wbere^ 
if * *^' with we are called^ add to have our Convert 
Vl^Xz-jfation fucb as becometb the Gofpel ofChrifi \ 
to make our Pradice bear a Conformity to 
our Notions, and the Principles by which 
we profefs to be governed. And this is the 
only way in which we can make our Pro- 
feflion of Chriflianity turn to any valuable 
account to us. When our Charader of 
Chriftians is no more than a Name, it may 
indeed ierve for a Mark of DHlin<ftion, and 
furnifh us with matter of Talk and Difpu- 
tation, and perhaps fometimes be ufeful in 
promoting fome low worldly Defigns ; but 
except it be accompanied with a proportion- 
able Behaviour, it will be fp far from advan- 
cing our fpiritual Interefl:^ and increaiing our 
future Happinefs, that with regard to thcfc 
we muft fuffer very greatly upon the ac- 

2 count 
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count of it, according to that moft equi-SERM. 
table and. impartial Rule c^ Divine Judg- ^^' 
ment, To wbom/bever much is given, rfkimuik^ 
much •will be required j in confequence of+7» 48* 
which We are told, that the Servant who 
hmos the Will tf his Lord, andpreparetb 
mtbimfelfy neither doth according to bis Will, 
fbmtt he beaten with many Stripes, 
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SERMON XII. 

The Excellency of an inquifitive 
Dilpofition, and the Right, Duty, 
and Advantages of inquiring into 
Matters of Religion. 



Preached upon Occaiion of receiving ar 
Frofely te from Popery. 

AcTsXVIL II, 12. 

^befe were more noble than tbofe in Thefla- 

lonica, in that they received the Woramtb 

all readinefs of Mind^ and fearcbed the 

Scriptures daily ^ whether thofe things were 

fo. Ujerefore many of them believed. 

THE Perfons of whom the (acred 
Hiftorian gives this excellent Cha- 
radcr, were certain Jews^ Inha- 
bitants oi Bereay a Town of Macedonia ^ to 
which the Apoftle Paul and his Fellow-La- 
bourer 
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bourer Silas came, in one of thcirProgreflesSEHM. 
for propagating the Knowledge of Chriftiani- XII. 
ty. The Treatment which the Apoftlc re-^ 
ceived from his Countrymen here, was very 
different from that which he had received 
from them in mofl other Places, and particu* 
larly in Tbeffalonica^ from whence he was jufl 
arrived ; where fome of the unbelieving Jews^ 
being full of that bitter and perfecuting 
Zeal which fb generally poiTefled them a<- 
gainfl the Chriflian Religion, had raifed a 
Tumult or Infurreftion, in which they would 
have deflroyed St* Paul and his Companion 
Siias^ unlefs they had with great privacy 
and expedition made their efcape to the 
neighbouring TownofBer^j. 

The Jews of Berea^ to their everlafting 
honour, difcovered a more generous and 
manly Difpoiition. They would not con- 
demn St. Paul upon mere Prejudice, but re- 
iblved to hear him fairly and patiently, to 
know what his Dodbrine was, and what he 
could offer for the Support of it ; and parti- 
cularly to compare it with tbofe Scriptures, 
to which he appealed for the Truth of it, 
and to fee whether it was agreeable to them, 
or no ; and according as they found it well 
or ill fupported, either to receive or xtjtGt it. 
This they did i and in confequence of it, 
Y 4 many 
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SERM.many of them became fincerc Profclytes and 

,XI1. Converts to Chriftianity, 

^''^''^^^^ What I propofc to do, in difix>urfing upon 
this Paflage, is to raife fomc uieful Obferva- 
tions from it, and to illuftrate and imj^-ove 
them in the Order in whidi they arMe, 

1. And the firft Obfervation which lihall 
make is this \jbat a Difpofition tojearcbfor 
the Truth in Matters of Religion^ and to re^ 
ceive it without Prejudice^ wherever it ap^ 
pears, is an Argument of a generous imd liberal 
Mind. This is the very thing, for which die 
Berean Jews are here commended as Pcr- 
fons of more generous Principles and a more 
noble Spirit than thofe of Tbeffalmica^ who 
blindly rejeded and oppoied the Tmth with* 
out Examination. And certainly the Praife 
which is given them on this account, is very 
juft and well founded. A iincere diiinterefted 
Love of Trath, which makes a Man diligent as 
well as impartial in his Inquiries after it, is one. 
of the moft worthy Qualities which can be 
in the Mind, is a fure Foundatioa of valuable 
Improvements, and will always raife the Per* 
fons in whom it prevails, above the common 
level, and fet them in an higher Order and 
Clafs of Mankind. It is the misfbrtutie not 
only of thoie, who have but very little time 
to fpare from the neceflary and daily Occu- 
pations 
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pations of a low Life^ but of many others who Se r m. 
may befuppoied to'havc; both Capacity and XIL 
Leifure, if they would but i^iprove ihan^^^^^^^ 
for thinking '^and/reaibmDg:, to negled in a 
great meaiure all rational Inquiries, and to be 
governed almdl entirely by Prgudices evea 
ki matt^^ of the greateft moment; to be 
carried away with an enthufiafiick2^, which 
will bear no contradidion, fee. Opinions and 
Tenets in Religion^ which, for any thing thejF 
know, may hamr no Foundation either in 
Reaibn or Revelation, but which have been 
only inculcated od them in the courfe of their 
Education, or ivhich have been recommend-- 
ed to them liy Attthorky, by^^ the Traditbn 
of their Party, ortine Vogue aikl Faflhion of 
their Country. This S^miffiveneis of Un» 
derftandin^, ^k implicit Belief of whatever 
is obtruded witb an appearance of great Au-> 
tfaority andrSokfitt^ in Religbn, is one of 
thofe Weaknefies which are mod incident to 
Mankind ; it is a thing which they are eafily 
brought to, and for which it is difficult to 
find a Remedy. When therefore we fee any 
Peribn keeping clear of this Intanglement, 
and nobly afierting and ufing his Right of 
judging for himielf in all matters of Religion 
and Morality, admitting no Principle, how 
facred and venerable foever it may be ac- 
counted. 
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SERM.countedy till he is firft fad$£edof the Truth 
XII- of it, and receiving every one that he fees is 
well fupported, however unpopular and un- 
fiifhionahle ; we may very well conclude that 
he ia pofleiled of a greater Strength of Mind^ 
and a more generous Freedom and Inlarge* 
ment of Heart, dtan is to be found in the 
greateft part of Men. Such an one has a jufl: 
Scnfe of the Dignity of the rational Nature, 
and difplays it to great advantage in his 
own ConduA, and will certainly obtain a 
high Degree of Refpedt and Honour from all 
the wifer and better fort of Mankind. Not 
only the facred Writers have'approved and ap- 
plauded this inquifitive unprejudiced Temper, 
this hearty and honeft Difpofition to iearch out 
and embrace the Truth, but the Philofophers 
likewife had a high Senfe of its Excellency, 
Marc, fome of* whom have fpokenof the/rrr JSx- 
c^*. ^^<^ifi 9f ^^«> and the polifhing and im- 
proving of it, as one oi^mhlefl Employments^ 
and moft worthy of the Care of a wife Man ; 
and have, on the contrary, reprefented the 
NegleB of ReajMy and the embracing and 
holding Opinions which have not been care* 
fully examined, and which have no fufficient 
Evidence to fupport them, as zRaJhnefs un^ 
worthy of the Wifdom and Gravity of the Hi^ 
man Nature. 

Before 
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• Before I proceed to another Obfcrvation, ISerm. 
ihall make a ibort Inference or two from XIL 
what has been {aid on this. ^•opy 

. And the firft is» that the Objedions which 
have been ' raifed againft an inquifitive free 
Spirit, as tending to Scepticifinand Infidelity, 
to the Subverfron of all Order and Polity, 
and the introdudng univerfal Confufion both 
into Religious and Civil Societies, muft be al« 
together vain and groundlefs. For certainly 
diis Spirit which is fo worthy and honourable 
in itfelf, and which has been fo much com* 
mended by the facred Writers, can never be 
produ£)ive of fuch perniciousand fatal Edefts ; 
It may very well be prefumed, on the contra^ 
ly, that a Difpofition, which is fo great an Or* 
cament, mud likewife be of great Ufe and 
Benefit in human Life ; and that inftead of 
perplexing and confounding Men, and diftur* 
bing their Affairs, it muft tend to the Satisfac* 
tion and Settlement of their Minds^ and the 
Eftablifhment of their Happinefs : And this is 
certainty the Truth of the matter. Indeed they 
muft be either very weak and inconfiderate 
Men, who have their Minds blinded with 
Bigotry and ialfe Zeal ; or crafty defigning 
Men, who have fome private Interefts to 
ferve by the Support of Opmions, which they 
know will Qot b«aran£xaaunauon> who can 

ever 
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SERM.ever be akrmed at the Freedom of Inqakf^ 
XII. and raife the Outcry of ScepCicifin and CW 
^"•^^^^ fufion when it takea place. All Peffons who 
kaTe a true Judgment, and aq upright Inten- 
tion/ will be exceedingly pleafed when they 
find an inquifilrre Genius ptvvaitii%, know-' 
ing very well that this muft always ifiiie iof 
aiurer and noore univerfal D^Ssovery of Truth, 
and ccmfequently in the greattr Hapfnnefs of 
Mankind; diat all (pinions, Conftitutions, 
and Eftablifhixienls, whether religious or po* 
lidcal, which are founded 'm Rcaibn, and are 
mtended for die benefit c^lAiinao Society, 
faave*nothing to fear fronfi the ftrideft I^iqui^ 
ries which can be made into them ; but that 
the more they are feaithed iHto, end &e bet- 
ter they are known, the mwe heartily will they 
be approved and valued; that ibe only things 
which will fuffer by being brought tb a ti^a^ 
ar« Falihood and Impoftwe^ and diat it is al- 
ways the Intereft of Mankind to have theie 
deteded and expoied. 

Secondly, We may here ^ther infer, that 
tibe Uiie of For<:e for ppopagating religioils 
Dodrines and Articles of Fakh is ui^uftifiabie. 
Were there no oilieir Confiderations to prove 
this point, this one would be iuffident, that 
Force tends diredly to difcourage and fiippnft 
this generous Spirit of Examimitiion and fac- 
tional 
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tional Inquiry, which it is both the Glory Serm. 
and Happinefs of MaHkind to cultivate and XII. 
exert : In vain (hall we exped: the Prevalency ^"^V^/ 
of an inquifitive Difpofition, while great HkJ 
zards and Inconveniencies are the known and 
unavoidable Cpnfequences of it 3 while a cer- 
tain Set of Dodtrines and Opinions are authoi* 
ritatively preferibcd to the Underftandings 
and Faith of Men, to whi<;h all muft aflcnt, 
from which at leaft none muft prefumc to 
differ, as they would not forfeit the Privileges 
which belong to them as Members of Socie- 
ty, and fuffer in their Liberties, Fortunes, 
and. Lives; It muft be a much ftronger Re- 
fdution, and a more heroick Degree of Vir- 
tue, than is ever to be expected in the gene- 
rality 6f the World, that can prompt a Man 
to examine into the Grounds of the Opmions 
which he embraces and profeflgs, and to 
iearch impartially for the Truth, under fuch 
Pifcouragements ; Theie Difficulties vi ill ef- 
fedually turn the far greater part of Mankind 
out of the way of all Inquiry, and bring them 
into the moft ignominious State of blind Sub- 
miffion to their fpiritual Didators, and into 
all the Ignorance, Corruption, and Mifcry, 
which naturally arife out of that Condition* 
Whoever therefore has any juft Concern, 
either for the Dignity or the Happinefs of the 

human 
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Serm. human Nature, will certainly be an Enemy 
XII. to Perfecution, or to all the cx)mpuliive 
^'^^'^^'^ Methods of propagating Religion; and be for 
fecuring to Mankind an unmolefted Liberty 
of examining impartially, and fpeaking freety 
in all Points, which do not aflfedt the Safety of 
civil Government and Society : And that this 
Liberty may be the more firmly eflablifhed, 
and no Pretence or Handle afforded to any, 
who may envy it, to take it away, it con- 
cerns all who pretend to be poflcflcd of the 
Spirit of it, to aO: with great Prudence and 
Caution; to make it appear that it is not 
Pride, or Vanity, or any other evil Paflion, 
which makes them differ from what is com- 
monly received, and call Opinions into quef^ 
tion which have great Names and Authorities 
to fupport them, but a fincere Defire of ob- 
taining a rational Convidion of the Principles 
of Religion; to confider every Point fot 
which the Publick has a Reverence, not in 
the way of Banter and Cavilling, of petulant 
and abufive Railery ; but in the Spirit of E- 
quity and Candour, with Humility, Meek- 
nefs, and Modefty, and a Difpofition to fall 
in with the prevailing Belief and Opinion, if 
upon Examination, they fhall be feund true. 
This difcreet Ufeof Liberty is the befl Mediod 
of recommending it, and making the Princi- 

pics 
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pics of it to take root and fpread; as it will Serm. 
make the World moft fenfible of the Excel- XII. 
lency and Advantages of it, without giving 'O/^^ 
occafion to complain of any Evils or Iiicon-- 
veniencies attending it. 

2. 1 come now to another Obfervation, that 
naturally arifcs from the Text; which is, 
that the jipojiks andjirfi TCeacbers of Cbri^ 
Jlianity v^refar from claiming an implicit 
Suhmijfim to their DoStrines^ or expeSiing that 
Men JhouU. embrace them any farther than 
they perceived them upon Tryal and Inquiry 
to be true. This was very remarkable in the 
Conduct of our Bleiled Saviour himfelf, whp, 
though a Teacher the moft infallible, and of 
the greateft Authority of any that ever ap- 
peared in the World, yet never required the 
Jews to believe him upon his bare affirma- 
tion, but conftandy appealed to the Writings 
of their own Prophets, and the Miracles 
which he wrought before their eyes, as af- 
fording undeniable Proofs of his Divine Com- 
miffion, and laid the whole Weight of their 
Condemnation for reje&ing him, upon thofe 
Prejudices and evil Difpoiitions, which hin- 
dered their difceming, or acknowledging what 
was fo very clear and evident. When the 
Apoftles fucceeded him in the Defign of pro- 
pagating Chriftianity, they obferved the feme 

Method; 
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SERM.Mcthod: They did not think it fuffidcnt to 
XII. tell the World, that they were full of the 

"^^ ~^Divme Spirit, and under a fupematund Jm- 
pulfe, and that therefore whatever they deli- 
vered, was to be received and belielred with- 
out Examination ; on the contrary, they de- 
fired nothing more than that all Men would 
try the Truth and^ Juftice of their Preten- 
fions fully and impartially, and regard them 
no otherwife than as they found them to 
be fupported by the Truth and Coniidency 
of thelDodrine which they preached, by the 
Authority of a former Revelation, and by 
certain extraordinary Faifts which were un- 
exceptionable and incdnteflable : And when 
they found any difpofed to make this Tryal 
honeftly and fairly, they highly approved 
them for it ; feveral Inftancea of which, be- 
fides the one mentioned in die Text, ''oc- 
cur in the Hiftory of the New Tcftament. 
Nor was it only while they were making 
Profelytes, that they allowed and encouraged 
a Liberty of Examination, which even thofe 
who are avowed Enemies to it upon other 
Occafions, arc forced to do 3 but after they 
had brought over great Numbers of Men to 
the Profeffion of their Religion, they never 

z Cor. i. pretended to a Dominion over the Faith of 

^** their Converts, but freely difclaimcd it, and 

per- 
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permitted them always to ufe their own Judg- S e r m. 
mcnt, and to follow that, even in Points XII. 
wherein it differed from theirs. They told ""'^"^^^''^ 
them that Deceivers and Impoftors had arifen^ 
and that therefore they fhould fry the Spirits ^ * Johniv. 
or the various Pretences which Men might 
make to Infpiration and Miracles ; that they 
fliould prove all Things, in order to their i Thcff. 
holding faft what appeared to be gcod-, and ^' *'* 
that they fhould fludy the Grounds and Prin- 
ciples of their Religion, that they might be 
able from their own Rea/oning, and not by i Pet. iii. 
alledging . the Authority of any Perfons, to^^' 
fupport and defend it. Thus humble and 
modefl were the firfl Teachers and Propa- 
gators of the Chriflian Religion, in claim- 
ing no Power over the Underflanding and 
Reafon of Mankind, in treating Men always 
with that Decency and Refpedt which are 
due to their intelligent Nature, by allowing 
them to judge freely of their Doflrlne, and 
to be fully convinced of the Truth of it, be- 
fore they defired them to receive and profefs 
it. This, it muft be owned, was a fair and 
generous Condufl;, and argued both the honcfl 
Intention of the firfl Preachers of the Gofpcl, 
and the Truth and Goodnefs of the Gofpel itfclf, 
which could prevail and triumph by the pure 
Evidence of Reafon and Miracles that accom- 

Vol. I. Z paoicd 
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SERM^pamcd it, without the Afliftance of Authori- 
XII. ty and Force>' and any of thofe Arts qf Fraud 
'and Cunning, which mufl be always ufedfor 
propagating and fupporting an Impofture, 

I (hall conclude this Point with one very 
obvious Refledtion, upon the great Difference 
between the Method of propagating Religion, 
which was obferved by the firft Teachers and 
Minifters of Chriftianity, and that which 
has been adopted by many of their Succct- 
Ibrs, Our Lord himfelf and his Apoftles, as 
we have already feen, endeavoured to make 
Difciples only by the means of Inftrudtion 
and Perfuafion, by laying before Men a ra- 
tional Scheme of Religion, and confirming 
and iiipporting it by proper Evidences : they 
never made ufc of their own Infallibility, as 
a Pretence for bearing down the Reafon of 
Mankind, and preventing an Examination of 
their Dodrines j they were far from expec- 
ting any thing like an implicit or enthu/iajf- 
tical Belief in their Followers ; but if Men 
became Chriftians at all, they would have 
them to become fuch, upon Inquiry and Con- 
viftion. But this Method has been laid afidc 
by Perfons, who, though they have made 
the greateft Noife, about being the Vicege- 
rents of our Saviour, and SuccefTors of the 
Apoftles, have not had the leaft Regard to 

their 
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their Condud: and Example ; who have fct up S e R m* 
a Claim to Infallibility, and an unerring Judg- XII. 
ment in all Points of Faiths and in. confe-* ^""^^^^^^^ 
quence of this, have affuqoed a Power of dic- 
tating to Chriftians, and binding their own 
Deciiious upon them, by all the Penalties 
which can be infliftcd in this World, and by 
all the Terrors of .eternal Damnation in 
the next; who have prohibited and difcou- 
raged all Inquiries, and reprefented the leaft 
Doubt about their Right to determine in 
Controversies of Religion as a very heinous 
and capital Crime ; and who have magnified 
a Refignation of the Underflanding and an 
implicit Subjeftion of Mind, as mod worthy 
Qualifications and neceflary Duties in all 
ChriftianSf This is the Method in which 
many pretended Succeffors of the Apoftlca 
have chofen to propagate and defend the Faith« 
How intolerably prefumptuous an4 arrogant 
fiich a Condudis, how irreconcilable to theHu-> 
mility, Meeknefs, and Gentlenefsof Chriil and 
his immediate Followers, is a thing too evident 
to want any Words to^expofe it* It were 
to be wifhed indeed that this imperious do->- 
mineering Spirit, this Defire of Lording it 
over the Underftandings and Confciences of 
Men, was confined to that Church which 
has moil openly apoftatifed from the true 
Spirit and Genius of the Gofpel : But how^ 

Z a ever ^ 1 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3 40 ^^^ Excellency of an inqui fitive. Temper y 

SERM.cver true it may be that this fort of Tyran- 
XII. ny appears it its grcatcft Perfedlion in the 
^"^^"^^^^ Church of Rome, there would be reafon to 
accufe us of Partiality, if we fhould alledgc 
that no others arc chargeable with any Share 
of it. Thei-e have been always too many 
iamong thofe, who have profeffcd to throw 
off the Corruptions of that Church, who 
have been fond of retaining the ufurped 
Power of it; who have in Words indeed 
difclaimcd Infallibility, but have ^<fled as if 
they were really pofleflcd of it 5 who have 
been for making their own Judgment, even 
in very difficult and abftrufe Points, a Rule 
to their Fellow-Cbfiftiansi and impofing it 
upon them, not only by fevere Cenfures and 
Reproaches, and an EcMclufion from their So- 
ciety I but iikewife, when it has been in their 
poweir^ by many heavy temporal Inconveni* 
encies. 1 he Claim of this Authority is more 
peculiarly abfurd and inexcufable in any 
who call themfelveS PrateJlantSy as it over- 
turns the Foundation^ upon which the Re* 
formation ftands : The Papijis can confident* 
ly with the other parts of their Scheme exer- 
cife this fpiritual Dominion over the Minds 
of Men } but Proteftants can never pretend 
to it, without falling under the Shame of 
dcferting the Principles upon which they 

muft 
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mafl: neceflarily defend themfelves againftSEKM. 
their Popi/h Adverfaries, as well as afting XII. 
in diredt oppofition to the Nature and Dc- '""'V"'^ 
iign of Chriftianity. 

3. I obferve, that it is the Right and De» 
ty of Ghrijiians to judge for themfehes in a J 
Points of Religion y and not to depend upon the 
Authority of any Men for what they receive 
and believe in it. This .Obfervation is a natu- 
ral Confequence from the two foregoing ones : 
For if a Difpofition to fearch for the Truth 
in matters of Religion, be one of the moft 
generous and laudable Qualities which Man- 
kind can be poffeffed of; if the facred Writers 
have highly approved and commended it; if 
the primitive Founders of Chriftianity eiadted 
no implicit Submiflion from their Fdlowers^ 
but always exhorted them to prove or try all 
things which they made parts of their Re- 
ligion, and to admit nothing as fuch, which 
their Underftandings were not fatisfied was 
true s it plainly follows that every Chriftian 
may judge and reafon freely about all Doc- 
trines which are nowpropofed to him, and may 
infift upon obtaining a rational convidlion of 
the Truth of them, before he receives them, 
without b^ing guilty of any Difrefpeft to the 
Perfonfr who inculcate them. This is a Pri- 
vilege which is very fully granted and confirm- 
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SERM.ed to Men by the GofpcL But the Right 
XII. of private Judgment in Religion may be 
^"^y^ proved by Arguments prior to any that can 
be brought from Revelation ; even from Men's 
being endowed with rational Faculties, it 
being abfurd to fuppofe that thefe have been 
given not to be ufed, or to be ufedonly about 
Trifles, while they are never to be employed 
in matters of the gteateft moment and con- 
fequence; and from the Impoffibility of 
Men's thinking and judging either as they 
pleafe themfelves, or as- others (nay diredfc 
and command them, or any other wife than 
according to the Evidences of things appear- 
ing to their Reafon and Underftanding j fo 
that, however they may from feveral Caufes 
negleifl to make a proper Inquiry into Reli- 
gion, and however they may conceal or dif- 
femble their Opinions, yet, fome private Scn-i 
timents they muft always have about it, 
which if they were ever fo willing, they 
can never part with or alienate. It is farther- 
evident that Men muft inquire and judge for 
themfelves in Religion, that their Faith may 
have any thing in it that is praUe-worthy, 
and that their Religion may be plea&ig and 
acceptable to God. The Affent which we 
give to the Truth of Propofitions, is univer- 
fally allowed tQ be » thing altogether indiff^ 
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ferent in its Nature, and is never accounted SermI 
either morally good or evil. Faith can only XII, 
tfhen be fpoken of as a Virtue, when it pro- ^"^""^ 
ceeds from a diligent, honeft and impartial 
Examination of things, when it is the Re- 
fult of a right Ufe and Application of our ra- 
tional Powers, and of our fincere Endeavours 
to know the Mind and Will of God, in 
order to our pleafing him and our perform- 
ing our Duty. From thefe good Qualities, 
which are always the Principles of a true 
Faith, and its Efficacy to form a virtuous 
Temper in us, the whole Wortli and Value 
of it is derived 3 and it would be very abfurd 
to fuppofe that Almighty God would regard 
our embracing even the true Religion, when 
'it is only Cliance, Cuftom^ or Education, 
which has determined us to embrace it, when 
we have never duely attended to the Evi- 
dences of it, and have no inward Senfe of 
the Goodnefs and Excellency of it, more 
than we fhould have had of any falfe and 
fuperftitious Religion, which from the fame 
Caufes we might very eafily have received. 
A deliberate Approbation and Choice of Re- 
ligion is the very Life and Soul of it, without 
which it is only an empty Sound, and can- 
not be of the leaii fignificancy. It is therci- 
fpre abundantly evident, that Men not only ' 
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SERM.may, but ought to form the beft Judgment 

XH. that they can of Religion ; that they {hould 

^^^^^^^^hc Believers from a rational Perfuafion and 

Convicaion, and ferve God from an inward 

Approbation and Love of their Duty. This 

is^ neceiTaxy to their havmg any thbg that can 

at all be called Religion. 

From what has been faid upon this Head, 
an Inference, which has been already made is 
farther confirmedj^ that the ufe of Force for 
propagating Religion is utterly unjuft; becaufc 
it is a Violation of one of the unalienable and 
jnoft important Rights of Men, and prevents 
their inquiring into the Grounds and Rea- 
fons of Religion, without which^j there can 
be no fuch thing as a rational Religion, nor 
any Merit in believing. This therefore is 
what every one, who underftands and values 
cither the Liberties of Men, or the true In-^ 
tcrcft of Chriflianity, will always difcounte- 
nance and oppofe» It is certain indeed that 
jnany voluntarily abridge themfelves of 
their Liberty, and negledl to inquire into Re- 
ligion, when there is no Danger to be ap- 
prehended from their doing it : This is true 
pot only of the generality of the lower Sort 
of People in free Countries, whofe Circum- 
ftanccs in Life may perhaps plead fbmething 
©f 81} E^fcufc for thf m j but of many in 
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higher Stations, who m^ht be fuppofed, by Serm. 
means of better Inftruftion and a more ge- -^I'* 
nerous Converfation, to be above the In- 
fluence of vulgajT Prepoflefiions and Superfti*:* 
tions, and difpofed to ufe their own Under- 
ftandings in judging of an Affair of fo much 
Importance as Religion : Nay even of thole 
who profcfs to be Advocates for Liberty, and 
zScdi nothifig fo much as the Charader of 
free and jmprtial Inquirers^ and would fcom 
to have it thought that their tJnderikndings 
were by^fled or enflaved by any Men, there 
are not a few, who think either very fuper- 
ficially about Religion, or with manifeft pre- 
judices againft the Foundations and Princi- 
ples of all true Religion ; who notwithftand- 
ing their confident Pretences to a generous 
way of thinking, and an uncommon large- 
nefs of Mind, appear to be guided by Paf- 
iion, and Intereft, and a Deference to the 
Judgment of fome eminent Leaders, rather \ 
than by Reafon, in many of their religious 
Inquiries ; to be both hafly in embracing 
wrong Opinions, and obftinate in defending 
them, even by very unfair and difingenuous 
Methods of Argument. This Negledt of 
inquiring fairly into the Principles of Reli- 
gion is in fome degree criminal in alt Men ; 
{yi4. Pi ^ ^9^ c%^i<^ly criminal in thofe, 
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Serm, who have full Leifurc and Opportunity to 
XII. go through with fuch an Inquiry, and may 
^^^V^go through with it, without the Fear of 
. any Inconveniencies. To negled inquiring 
in thefe Circumftances muft proceed from a 
great Defedt in all genwous and good Prin- 
ciples, and a fottifh Indifference about the 
moft important Intcrefts of Mankind. 

Before I quit this Subjefl:,'it will not, per- 
haps, be improper, for preventing Miftakes, 
juft to take notice, that though it is the un- 
doubted Privilege and the Duty of every 
Man to judge for himfelf in Religion ; yet it 
does not follow that he is to a6t in purfu- 
ance of his private Judgment and Senfe of 
things, in all Affairs relating to Religion. 
In Cafes where he apprehends himfelf to be 
under a moral Obligation, he muft indeed 
immoveably adhere to his own Judgment, 
and can never a<3: contrary to it, without 
the utmoft Proflitution and Corraption : But 
in things which appear to him to be indiffe- 
rent, he muft often comply with the Senti- 
ments of others, and fall in with the received 
Ufagcs and Cuftoms of the Society to which 
he belongs, though thefe fhoiild not happen 
to be exadtly conformable to his own No- 
tions and Opinions. This fort of Condefccn* 
fion ie perfedly agreeable both to the Direc- 
* tions 
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tions and Examples which are propofed to usSerm. 
by Chriftianity, and is in fopie meafure ne- XII. 
ceflary for maintaining the Order and Har- ^^^^^ 
mony of Society, and rendering a Man ufe- 
ful in it. It muft however be obferved, 
that Difcretion muft be always ufed by us, 
in the Condefcenfions that we make even in 
indifferent matters, and that wc muft never 
carry our Compliances fp far as to let Reli- 
gion fink under the Weight of the Ceremonies, 
which fuperftitious or ill-defigned Men, under 
the notion of Decency and Order, or any other 
pretence, may introduce into it, and to be turn- 
ed by them into a piece of lifelefs Pageantry : 
This we know has been, and is ftill the cafe 
of Chriftianity in many Countries ; and where- 
ever this falls out, it becomes the Duty of 
Men to refiife a Sub'miflion to thofe Ufages, 
which bring fo great Deftrudlion upon Re- 
ligion, even tho* every one of them con- 
fidered fingly, fliould be fuch, as they might; 
innocently enough comply with. 

4. The laft Obfervation which I {hall make 
is, that a fincere and impartial Inquiry into 
tbe Principles of Religion^ will ijfue in a Qin^ 
vidtion oj the Truth and Certainty of them. It 
may indeed be juftlyprefumed, fince Religion 
is ncccflary for 1^^ Happmcfsof Men, 
that tl]|e KnowlG||^|^||j[|Hm^|iways 
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Se RM.attainable.by them, in an honeft and diligent 
^11- improvement of ther natural Faculties, and 
^""^^^^^^ the Advantages which Providence affords them 
for inquiring into the Grounds and Principles 
of it : The contrary can never be fuppofed 
without refledlmg very highly both upon the 
Goodnefs and Jufticc of God. Accordingly 
we find, with refpcd to natural Religion, 
that all the main Principles of it, are fo very 
clear and evident, that there is none who 
fearches into them, with any tolerable Seriouf- 
nefs and Attention, that can ever fail to give 
his Aflent to the Truth of them. Thus, that 
there is a great and eflential Difference be- 
tween the Adions called morally good, and 
thofe accounted morally evil j that the one 
fort of Adions are fuited to the Frame of 
human Nature, approved by our Confcien- 
ces, and tend both to our Dignity and Happi- 
nefs i and that the other kind of AiStions are 
quite contrary to the tendency of Nature and 
the Suggeflions of Confcience, and deprefs us 
into both a contemptible and miferable State ; 
and that therefore the one fort are to be per- 
formed, and the other to be avoided by us ; 
arc Principles which every one may be eaiily 
cpnvinced of from what he feels in his own 
Heart, and the mofl common and obvious 
Refiedtions that he makes upon the Condudt 
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iind Afiairs of Mankind. Again, that there Serm. 
is a pcrfedly wife, powerful, hdy, and good XII. 
Mind cxifting, who gave being to the Uni- ^^^^'^'^'^ 
veife, and ftill fupports and governs it, who 
takes particnlar notice of the Afikirs of Man- 
kind, and delights in their Virtue and good 
Condudt, and is difpleafed with their Wick- 
ednefs, and who both can and will make 
them feel the EfFeds of his Favour or Con- 
demnation, is likewifea Truth for which we 
have fuch abundant Evidence from the Frame 
of Nature, particularly from our own Confti-' 
tution, that it is not to be imagined that theref 
are any Perfons of common Sagacity and Fair- 
nefs of Mind, who do not readily embrace 
and acknowledge it. Farther, that this Life 
is not the whole Period of the Exiftence of 
Men, but that upon leaving this World wer 
are to appear in a more important Scene, 
where we ftiall be placed in a State either of 
Dignity and Happkiefs, or of Dilgrace and 
Punifliment, according to our good or bad 
Conduft here 5 is a Principle which may be 
fb ftrongly inferred from the Nature and Facul- 
ties of the human Soul, is fb agreeable to our 
Notions of the; Dwine Perfections, to th^ 
Order of the Univerfe, arid to the natural- 
Hopes and Expedations of Mankind, that' 
whoever attentively and impartially confiders 
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S £R M. it, mufl look upon it as a thing exceedingly 
XII. probable at leaft, the Belief of whieh fliouldj 
^^•^^^^in all ireafoh, have the grcateft Influence upon 
the Hearts and Lives of Men* 

Again, with refpe<ft to revealed Religion j 
tho* the Foundations of this may not per- 
haps be thought fo clear and iirmi as the 
fondamental Principles of natural Religion 
are 5 yet there is ftill fo much to be alledged 
in behalf of it, particularly of ChriftiaAity, as 
muft make it appear highly credible in the 
Judgment of a ferious and impartial Enqui- 
rer. The Evidences of the Truth and Di- 
vinity of the Gofpel, at the time of the firft 
Publication of it, were fo very ftrongand full, 
that no Perfons of unprejudiced honeft Minds 
could ftand out againft the Force of them : 
All who fairly confidered the excellent Doc- 
trine delivered by our Saviour, who obferved 
how exadly the Prophecies of the Old Tefta* 
ment were fulfilled in him, and attended to 
the mighty Works which both he and his 
Apoftles did^ in confirmation of their Divine 
Commiflion and Authority, immediately 
took upon them the Profeffion of Chriftianity : 
This is evident not only from the cafe of the 
yews of Berea^ but likewife from a multi- 
tude of other Inftances that occur in the Hi- 
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jftory of the Gofpel. And though it muft be S e r m. 
owned that the Evidence of the Truth of the 2CIL 
Golpel at prefent, is not fo apt to make an ^^^^ 
Impreflion upon the Mirid^ as that fenfible 
and awakening Evidence of it, which thofe 
Perfbns had, who were the Ear and Eye-Wit- 
ncfles of the Dodtrines and Miracles of our 
Lord and his Apoftlcs > yet fincc an Account 
of thefc has been conveyed to us in the Hi- 
flory of the New Teftament, and we have 
as great or a greater Ailiirance of the Truth 
of this Hiftory, than we have of the Truth 
of any equally ancient Hiftories which arc 
mqft firmly believed; this furely may be 
fufficient with fair and equkable Men to ef- 
t^blifli the Truth and Divine Inftitution of 
our Religion, I know indeed that Chriftiani- 
ty has been fo miferably difguifed and cor* 
rupted with the Follies and Superftitions that 
have been mixed with it, that it is hard, in 
many Cafes, even for honeft Minds to difcern 
its real Goodnefs and Excellency ; and that 
the great Supports which it receives from the 
Miracles of Cbnji and his Apoftles have been 
in fome meafurc weakened by the many lying 
Wonders or falfe Miracles which fraudulent 
and defigning Men have attempted to obtrude 
upon the World : But tho' thefe things have 
done a confiderable Prejudice to the Gofpel, 
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SBRM.yet they cannot juftly be made Objedions to 
XII. die Truth and Credibility of it : For whoever 
^"^^"'^'^^ pleafes to enquire diligently into thefe matters, 
will find, that the Doftrine of our Saviour has 
been ftill preferved pure and uncorrupted, and 
free from thofe Mixtures and Additions, which 
are fo apt to difguft and prejudice Men againft 
it, in the autheiitick Records of this Religion, 
and that in the Simplicity in which it was 
originally delivered, it has nothing of Darknefs, 
Corifufion, or Abfuirdity, but is a very intel- 
ligible and rational Scheme, and of eafy com- 
prehenfionto a truly honeft and good Mind; 
arid that many real' Miracles, or Works far 
exceeding all the natural Power and Art of 
Matikind, were petft)rmed for the Confirnia- 
flonof this Doctrine J arid that thdfe are clearly 
aiftinguifhable from the counterfeit Miracles 
of later Times, by the manner in which they 
were performed, having been almbft all done 
opertly and publickly, in the prefiSice of many 
Witnefles,who w^anted neither Skill, nor Incli- 
nation to have detefted the Cheat, if there had 
been any, who however coukt objeQ: nothing 
againft the reality of them, bai what mani- 
feftly flowed from Prejudice, and had not the 
leaft Appearance of Rcafon to fupport it ; and 
by being performed for the fupport of a Doc- 
trine, which favours nothing of any worldly 
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Defign/but is folcly intended for purify IngSERM. 
the Hearts and Manners of Men, and prepa- XII. 
ring them by that means for the noble and 
fublime Enjoyments of another World. 

Now from what has been advanced upon 
this Head, we may fee what great Encourage- 
ment Men have to apply themfelves to the 
ferious and diligent Study of Religion ; be* 
caufe in this, more than in any other Study, 
they may aflure themfelves of Succefs and Sa- 
tisfaftion. The Acquifition of many other 
parts of Knowledge, which fo much employ 
the Thoughts and Care of Men, is full of 
Labour and Difficulty, and often very vain 
and fruitlefs, yielding but little either of Pro- 
fit or Pleafure ; fo that be who encreafes that fort ^ 
ofKnowkdge only increafes Sorrow : Where- 
as the ^Knowledge oi Religion, at leaft fo 
much of it as is neceflary, lies in a narrow 
compafs, is always within the reach of an 
honeft Mind, and will abundantly recom- 
pence the pains that a Man muft be at in pui^ 
fuit of it. This therefore is the Knowledge 
which we Hiould chiefly defire, and make 
the Attainment of it the great Defign of our 
Inquiries. The Words of two of the x^po- 
cryphal Writers, reprefcnt this matter very 
juflly : fVifdom is glorious^ and never fadethy^\{^oisi 
away, Jbe is eajily feen of them that love her /^'^^"^^' 
Vol. I. A a and 
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SzRM. and found offucb asfeek her-, Jhe preventeth 
XII. them that defire her, in making herfelffrji 

^-/'^"^ known unto them. I^kcfo feeketb her early ^ 
Jhall have no great travely for be fhallfind 
her fitting at his doors: To think therefore 
upon her is the PerfeSlion of Wifdm, and 
whofo -d-atcheth for her, fkall quickly be witb^ 
out Care-, for foe goetb about feeking fucb 
as are worthy of ber, fijewetb herfelf favm^ 
rably to them in the waySy and meetetb tbcm 
in every Thought. Come unto her, as one 
. pJowetb and Jowetb, and wait for her good 

E'^hs.vu ^^^.^^^ yir thou palt not toil mucb in la- 
bouring about her, butfhalt eat of her Fruits 
right loon. 

We may here farther take notice from 
what has been faid upon this Subjcd, that 
Serioufnefs, Probity, and Diligence in inqui- 
ring into Religious and Divine Matters, are 
a juft Foundation for entertaining a charitable 
Opinion of a Man^ as holding all the nccef- 
fary Doftrihes and Principles of Religion; for 
thefe Qualifications naturally difpofe and lead 
him to receive and acquiefce in all fuch 
Doftrincs, and arc the beft Prefervatives that 
can be againft fundamental and dangerotis 
Errors . And if this was but well confidered, 
it might certainly put an end to many Con- 
troveriies which are now unhappily kept oxt 
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loot, to the great difturbance of the World, Serm. 
and the utter reproach of the Chriftian Name X'^- 
and l^rofcffion, <md difpofe Men to manage '''^'''^'''^*^ 
iany Debates which might remain among 
them, with fuch Candour, Meeknefs, and 
Humanity of Temper, as would make them, 
inftead of doing harm, turn to the Ufe and 
Benefit of Religion and of Mankind ; it be- 
ing undeniable that among that great Variety 
of SciSs and Parties, into which the Chrifti- 
an World is divided, there are many of al- 
inoft every Denomination, who appear to be 
Pcrfons cf Integrity and Honefty, fincere 
Lovers of Truth, and fair and impartial 
Enquiries after it, according to their Capaci- 
ties and Opportunities, and who confequent- 
iy muft be allowed, notwithftanding that 
great Divetfity of Sentiments that may be 
junong them, with reipeft to fmaller Matters, 
to be all agreed in every Principle that is ef- 
fential toReligionj and to have a Title to the 
Charadter and Privileges of Chriftians, fo far 
as the holding any Opinions or Principles of 
Faith can confer that. This is what follows 
tcry obvioufly from the Obfcrvation that I 
have been illuftrating, and deferves to be 
pardculslrly taken notice of by Chriftians, 
and miift be laid down by them, as the Foun^ 
dation on wliich they are to proceed, if they 
A a 2 ar« 
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SERM.are ever To difpofcd, in extinguifhing their 
XII. unnatural and fcandalous Contentions, and 

^^'^'"^^^^ cftablifliing anjr thing like an univerfal Peace 
and Tranquillity among themfelves. 

Finally, Since Serioufnefs, Humility, Im- 
partiality, and Probity, are the Qualifications 
which naturally fit and prepare us for the Re- 
ception of Divine Truths, let us take care to 
cultivate thefe Difpofitions, and to carry ihem 
along with us in all our Religious Refearches 
and Difquifitions. A vain, ludicrous, and buf- 
fooning Temper, a prejudiced, partial, proud, 
and fenfual Mind, are utterly mconfiftent 
with Sacred and Divine Matters, will cer- 
tainly fpoil our Inquiries into them, and 
make them come to nothing: We fliould 
therefore divert ourfelves of all fuch Qualities 
before we addrefs ourfelves to the Exami- 
nation of Religion, and fet about that with 
a juft Senfe of the Importance of what wc 
undertake, with a hearty Love of Truth and 
Goodnefs, and an Inclination to comply with 
our Duty, fo far as we have already difco- 
vered it, and humble Prayers to God for his 
Direction and Afliftance from an Apprehen- 
fion of our own Weaknefs and Fallibility. 
Then may we expe<a to arrive af the Know- 
ledge of all necefTary Truth, when wc fcarch 
for it widi thefe good Difpofitions, ^d firom 
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the Blefling of God upon our honeft andSERM. 
humble Inquiries. For, as David tells us, XIL 
The Secret of the Lord is uitb them that fear ^ 
bifOy and be mlljbew tbem bis Covenant ; the '4> 9- 
Meek will be guide in Judgment^ and tbem 
that are gentle will be teacb bis way. 



SERMON 
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SERMON XIII, 

Chriftianity capable of a rational 
Defence, the Duty of every Mai^ 
to defend it, and the proper Mc^ 
thods of fupporting it 



I Peter JU. 15. 

fie ready always to give an Anfwer to eve^ 
ry Man that ajketb you a Reafon oj the 
Hope that is in you^ with Meeknejs and 
Fear. 

IN the foFegobg Vcrfe, St. Feter ipcaks of 
the Cafe pf Perfccution, to which, the 
primitive Chriftians were affured, they 
would be frequently expofcd, fpr their Adhe* 
rence to their Religion : In relation to this 
Cafe, the Apoftle dire<5ls the Perfons to whom 
he addreffes this Epiflle, to account it a Hap- 
pinefs, and not a Misfortune, whenever it bc- 
fel them ; becaufe they hereby had a noble 
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Opportunity of doing honour to their Reli-SERM. 
gion, as well z% procuring to themfelvcs a XII. 
moft glorious Revy^rd ; ?ind that they might '^^^^^'^'"'^ 
the better bear the Perfecutions that were 
to fall upon them, he adyifes them to raiie 
their Minds above all the Terror of Men 
^nd the Fear of their Thrcatnings, and to 
fanSfify the jL^ord God in their Hearts^ to 
entertain a juft Senfe of the Pojver, Wif- 
dom, Rightcoufnefs and Goodnefs of the 
great Goverjior pf the World, and to depend 
upon thefe Perfeftions of his, as fully fuffi- 
cicnt for fupporting and comforting them in 
the moft grievous Sufferings which the pro- 
fe flipn of their Religion could bring upon 
them; and while they thus prepared them- 
&lves for enduring Perfecution with that Pa- 
tience and Fortitude which became them, the 
ApolUe eichorts them to be always ready to 
make a Defence or Apology for their Faith; 
Qpt to fuffer their Religion to lie under tho 
Imputation of being an Impofture, as their 
Advcrfaries would account it; but to con- 
vince their Perfecutors, and all who might 
inquire into the Grounds and Reafons 
of their Principles, tliat their F(fitb and 
Hope as Chriftians were not en^bufiaftick 
Imaginations, but things that had a folid 
Foundation in Truth and Reafon; and tq 
A a 4 dp 
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SERM.do this, with that Calmnefs, Meeknefs, and 
Xlil. Humility of Temper which ihould always 
accompany the Defence of true Religion, and 
which the Refpeft they owed to the Pcrfons 
inquiring into their Principles miglit require 
from them. Now -from this Paflage feveral 
important and uieful Obfervations will ariie, 
which I (hall make the Subjed of what is 
to follow in this Difcourfe, 

I. We may here take notice that there is 
nothing abfurd in the Belief and Prof ejfion of 
CbriJIianity j but thai our Religion will ad- 
mit of a jujl and rational Defence. Tho* 
this Obfervation might, perhaps, have been 
more neceflary at the firft Appearance of 
Chriftianity, when the Prejudices of Men, as 
might naturally be expefted, ran high againft 
it, and it was almoft univerfally treated as a 
new Superftition, which owed its main fup-. 
port to the Ignorance and Credulity of the 
Perfons who embraced it j yet it muft always 
be of ufe for vindicating the Honour of our 
Religion, which has never in any Age been 
without fome Adverfaries and Oppofers, 
which has at prefent a oonfiderablc Number 
pf them, who very freely and openly declare 
againft it, and ufe all their Wit and Art for 
overthrowing it, placing it upon a level with 
|he mof| abfurd Superftitions, and the inoft 
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notorious Impoftures that have ever obtainedSE r m. 
in the World. But whatever opinion Men jlyil 
may entertain of the Chriftian Religion, the 
Foundation upo'h which it ftands is very firm 
and fecure ^ and a Difbelief of it, however 
to be accounted for, is not to be afcribed to 
a Defeat or Infufficiency in the rational 
Proofs, which evince its Truth and Divine 
Original. The Evidence for the Truth and Di- 
vine Authority of the Gofpel, when it was 
lirfl: publiflied to the World, was fo very 
clear and ftrong, that it was impoflible for an 
hone ft Mind to attend to this Evidence and 
not be convinced by it ; and therefore both 
our Lord and his Apoftlcs without fcruple re- 
folved the Infidelity of JVf en in their times, 
into incurable Prejudices and corrupt Difpofi- 
tions of Heart, which made them wilfiilly 
ihut their Eyes againft the Light of that hea- 
venly Doftrine, which they found would be 
the means of difcovering and reproving their 
evil Deeds. And tho* the Evidence of Chri- 
ftianity in fucceeding Ages, could not fo fen- 
fibly afFe<a the Mind, as the Sight of the 
Miracles that were at firft wrought for the 
Confirmation of the Gofpel, muft neceflarily 
have done ; yet we need not doubt to fay that 
there has been always, and is flill. Force e- 
pough in it, to fatisfy a capable and fair In^ 
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SERM.quircr of the Truth of our Religion. The 
XIII. intrinfick Goodnefs of the Chriilian Religion 
'may be as apparent as ever it was to thofe 
who take their Notions of ft, not from the 
peculiar Syftems of its Profeilbrs, which ^q 
not indeed always prefent us with tfaip moft 
amiable Pidure of it, but from thofe Wri* 
tings which are allowed to contain the only 
trae and authentick Accounts of it : And the 
Confideration of the excellent End propofe4 
by ChriRianity, the purifying human Na-> 
tore, and railing it up to the higheft Perfection 
in Virtue, together with the means by which 
it profecutes this End, which are evidendy 
^ mo& proper and e£Scacious that can be, 
greatly preferable to whatever Philofopby 
could prefcribe for this purpose, muft ex- 
ceedingly recommend it to a wiie and good 
Man. That many glorious Atteftations ^erc 
given to the Gofpel, which clearly (hew it 
to be of Divine Original and Inftitutjon^ will 
be likewife plain to any who confider, tJbat 
there is nothing impoffible or contradidory 
in the Accounts that we have of thefe Attef- 
tations I that it ^yas a thing very worthy of 
the Supreme Being to itK^rpofe for the Sup- 
port of Chriflianity, ^d give a iblemn Sue-* 
tion to fuch an excellent and beneificial SclMmQ 
gf Religion 3 and tb^t the ^it& and po&ive 
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]£videDce for the extraordinary Fads which Serm. 
jitteft itt Dhrioity, is cocfiftent, clc»-, and XIII, 
faU, ipoph ftronger thao the Evidence upon ^^^"^^^ 
virhich we believe any common hiflorical Nar^ 
rations^ and every way fufiicient to weigh 
down tiae natural Improbability of thefe Fads, 
go account of their being fb yery xipufual and 
f^ctraordinaryt Whoever ^eafes to iearch initio 
the Grounds of the Chriftian Religion* may^ 
I prefume, iind that this fummary Account 
of tfaem^ which is all that cauld be given ia 
fhecompafsof onelbprtObfervatbn, isjoft; 
and that confcquendy a Bdicf of the Gofpel 
is not to be accounted an Eficdl of Wcakneis. 
or Credulity in Men, that there are ftrong 
Jleafons inducing us to entertain it, which. 
»*e not invalidated by the Objoftions that arc 
^rged on the other fide, which hardly at all 
^e^ what is evidently the main Support and 
Strength qf Cbriftiapity, fhe Reality oi the 
Miracles that were wrought for its Gonfirnja- 
tjbn ; but for the mof): part, are either levelled 
at foine ohfcure Pad^tges ip the hiilorical 
Parts of Sctipture, which . at this diflancc 
bom the time when they were wrote, are 
hard to be cleared up and explained ; widi 
any paiticuiar Interpretation of which, how^r 
ever, the Faith of the Gofpel in general feenos 
|o have bqt very litUe Connexion ; or eUe 
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S E R M. proceed upon fuch Principles and Suppoiitions 
XIII. as arc purely arbitrary and unfupported, and 
''"^ which, if true, would iffue not only in a De- 
nial of the Gofpel, ^ut in a Subverfion of 
fome of the chief Articles of natural Reli- 
gion itfelf. This is a thing which many are 
very well convinced of, who have been at 
pains to examine particularly the Objeftions 
which have been advanced againfl the Troth 
and Credibility of the Chriftian Revelation, 
and may, I think, be plain to all who will 
with Diligence and Impartiality cpnfider what 
has been frequently offered for, and againft 
the Caufe of Revealed Religion. 

II. A fecond Obfervation from the Text is, 
that it is the Duty of every Cbriflian to ac- 
quaint himfelf with the Grounds and Rsafons 
of his Religion^ that be may be able to vindi^ 
cate and defend it againji the Oppofition of 
its Adverfaries. This is plain from the Ad- 
vice or Exhortation of St. Peter ^ which is not 
given particularly to one Order of Chrifb'ans, 
but is direded in general to the whole Body 
of them : The fame thing appears farther 
from the Direftions of the other Apoftles, re«- 
I Joh. IV qyjring ^\ to' whom they wrote, to try the 
I Thcff. V, Spirits^ and to prove all things^ in order to 
Luke xii.*^^*^ holding fajl what they found to be goodly 
57' and froip the Words of our Saviour hinifelf 1 
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Whj even of yourfelves judge ye not wbat /jSerm. 
right? As our Saviour and the Apoftles knew XIII. 
that there was nothing in their Dodrine but 
what would bear an Examination, and that 
their Claims were all juft and well fupported, 
they could freely and confidently appeal to the 
Reafon and Confciences of Men, and defired 
nothing more than that every one would judge- 
impartially of the Truth of their Dodrine, and 
the Juftice of their Pretenfions : They never 
endeavoured to make or retain Profelytes upon 
the unmanly Foundation of an implicit Faith ; 
they knew that there could be nothing meri- 
torious, or honourable to their Caufe, in Men's 
giving a blind AfTent to the Gofpel, that the 
Ferfons who fo careleflly and haftily embraced 
their Doctrine could never have a juft Senfe of 
its Excellency and Importance, and would be 
apt, upon the firft Appearance of Danger, to 
difgrace their Profeflion by renouncing it ; and 
there^fore if any were difpofed to become their 
Difciples at all, they would have them to be 
fuch upon ferious Confideration and Convic- 
tion. And if a rational Perfuafion of the 
Truth of Chriftianity was at firft fo neceffary 
in all who took upon them the Profeflion of 
it, I think it can hardly be alledged that 
time has made an Alteration in the cafe, or 
that this, which was then fo much a Duty, 
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Serm.Is now become a thing of no eonfequenec^ 
XIII. An implicit Belief in any who tell us ^^ the 
Gofpel is true, is ftill as difagreeable to the 
Intention of the Divine Author of it, is as 
mean and unworthy of a Man, and will be 
as ineffectual to all good Purpofcs as ever it 
'was. A deliberate and fair Examination of 
the Reafons upon which Chriftianity is foun^ 
ded, and an Acquiefcence in them, upon 
finding them to be valid, are neceffarily 
prefuppofed in that Faith of it, which can be 
thought to hare any virtue in it, and which 
will have force enough for bringing our 
Hearts to an udtverfal Obedience to the Laws 
of our Saviour, and keeping us ftedfaft in the 
Profcffion of his Religion, whatever Incon-^ 
veniencics and Sufferings it may happen to 
bring upon us. And when we really have 
fuch a Belief of the Gofpel, we can hardly 
fail to efteem it above all things, and to havcf 
the grcateft Zeal for its Intereft, and flial] 
be always prepared to defend it with Judg-» 
ment. Honour, and Succefs againft all the 
Surmizes and Cavils of its moft fubtik and 
powerful Adverfaries. 

But after all that can be faid for the Ne- 
ceffity of every Man's inquiring into the 
grounds of the Chriftian Religion^ who takes 
the Profeffion of it upon him 5 I know it will 
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be objected that the thing is itnpradicable ;S£ rm« 
becaufe to the making of this Inquiry a much XIII. 
greater Degree of Refledion, Knowledge, and ^^'^*^^^'' 
Application is necefl&ry than is ever to be ex- 
pefted in the main Body of Men. This is 
an Objedtion which has been fet out with a 
great deal of Pomp, with different Views, 
and for ferving oppoiite Cauies and Interefis. 
But after all the moil plaufible things that 
have been offered upon this head, the Matter 
of Faft is pot as the Objcdlion reprefents it : 
For what is there that can Juflly be accoun- 
ted fo difEcult in an Inquiry into the Reafbns 
ofChriftianityv that . die Sagacity and Appli- 
ciition of any plain illiterate Man, who is 
really in earaefl in fearching into a Matter 
of the greatefl moment to him, may not be 
fuppofed able to overcome it ? Such a one is 
certainly qualified to judge of the nature of 
die Chriftian Doftrine itfelf ; for tho' he docs 
ndt underiland the Language in which that 
Do(5trine was originally delivered, yet he may 
be fure that the Account which he has of it 
is juft, at leaft in all material Circumflances, 
from the uoiverfal Concurrence of Men ©f 
Knowledge and Learning in that Point ; add 
by comparing the Dodlrine of the Gofpel with 
die mofl natural Sentiments and Reaibniogs 
<^ his own Miod, he muft perceive it to be 

2 perfectly 
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Se R M.perfe<aiy good, worthy of Almighty God, and 
XI 1 1, moft conducive to the Benefit, and Interef): of 
Mankind. He is likewiie capable of examin- 
ing the external Evidences of the Truth and 
Divinity of the Gofpel ; he may be fatisfied 
that the Miracles faid to have been done by 
Jefus Chrift and his ApoHles were really per*- 
formed by them, in the fame way that he is 
fatisfied of the Truth of any ancient Fadls ; 
from the Teftimony of Hiftories which have 
all the Appearances and Characters of Truth; 
which have been allowed to be authentick 
not only by Chriftians of all Ages and Coun- 
tries, but for the moft part by the Adveria- 
ries of their Religion too \ againft the Credit 
and Authority of which, nothing has ever 
been advanced but what with refped to any 
other Hiftories would be accounted frivolous 
and trifling. This is what every common 
Man may know, who will apply himfelfto 
the Study of Religion with a Zeal in any fort 
proportioned to its importance ; or with the 
fame diligence, which he uies in acquiring 
Skill in any of the AflFairs of this World> upon 
which he knows his Intereft greatly to depend. 
Indeed the Proofs and Evidences of Chriftia- 
nity are level to the Underftanding of the 
meaneft Perfon, who is at the fame time un- 
prejudiced and willing to be inftrudtedinthem, 

and 
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and makes i proper ufe of the means of com- S e r m. 
prehending them which arc always in his Xllf. 
power ; and the reafon why there are fo many ^•'''^YV 
implicitBelievers of the Gofpel in every Coun- 
try where this Religion is profeffed, is to be 
afcribed not to any infuperable Difficulties 
which Men of low Capacities will meet with 
id an Examination of the Grounds of their 
Faith, but either to their being meanly over-^ 
awed by an ufurped Authority prohibiting 
them to inquire and judge for themfeWes^ or 
to a criminal Indolence, and ftupid Inattenti- 
on to the things which are of the grcatcft ex- 
delfehce in thfemfelves, and of the utmoft 
confequehce to Mankind. 

It remains then that every Man who calls 
himfelf a Chriftian, is bound to inquire into 
the Grounds upon which his Religion ftands : 
And if this be the Duty of the meaneft Chri- 
ilian^ it is flill more evidently the Duty of 
Chriftiaiis of fuperior Talents, whofe Obli^ 
gations to fearch into the Nature and Reafons 
of their Religion increafe^in proportion to 
the Opportunities and Advantages which they 
have above common Chriftians for fatisfying 
themfelves of the Truth of *the Gofpel, and 
knowing every thing that is neceffary for the 
Support of it. After this, I need hardly ob- 
ierve thait it muil be moil of all incumbent 
V©L. L B b Oik 
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S E R M*on the Miriifters and Teachers of Chriftiianity 
XIII. ta be well inftruded in the Grounds of their 
^■^^"^^"^^ Religion, and to have a clear View of all that 
is necelSary either to prove or defend their 
Faith. Thofe who have peculiarly devoted 
thcmfelvcs to the Work of propagating and 
inculcating the Do6h*ines of the Gofpel, can 
never be ignorant in any nmtters which aC- 
feS the Truth of it, without the moft ftiame- 
fttl Abfurdity; Nor can they turn themielves 
to the Study of any thing io much as Religion, 
without ading quite out of Charadter^ and 
mifapplying their Time and Talents : The 
. Acquifition of ufeful Knowledge in any kind, 
may be very commendable in a Miniftcr of 
Religion, when it is made fubfervient to the 
great Dcfign of his Profeffion, or even when 
it does not interfere with that; but when 
through a Fondnefs to get a Name for thofe 
Accomplifliments, and thofe Parts of Learn- 
J ing which happen to be in vogue, he becomes 
negligent about his principal and moft imme- 
diate Bufinefs, let his Abilities and Attain- 
ments be what they will, he muft with them 
all make but a mean Figure in the Judgment 
of every ferious and good Mind. 

III. I proceed to another Refledion which 
arifes from St. Peter's Advice in the Text, 
that tie proper Method of defending Cbrijiia^ 

*rdty 
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nity is by Reafon and Argument^ and not bySz¥.Mi 
outvfard Violence and Compulfioni It was in XIIL 
this way that the Wifiiom of our Bleficd Sa***^^"*^ 
viourchoib to introduce his Religion: As he 
was to fet up a Kingdom nvhicb is not of this J^^^^^ 
fForldy he made ufe of none of the Engines 
and Inftruments of worldly Policy for efta- 
blifhing it. AU that he trufted to for accom'<* 
plifhing his Defign, was the Efficacy of In- 
ftrudtion and Perfuaiion, together with the 
Evidences which he produced of his Divind 
Gommiiiion and Authority. If thefe could 
not prevail upon Men to become his Difciples, 
he freely allowed them to follow their own 
Judgment or Inclination, without attempting 
to force them into his Religion^ or expofing 
them to any temporal Inconveniencies dn ac-* 
count of their Incredulity^ The fame Me-^ 
thod was purfued by the Apoftles^ who de<* 
clared that the Weapons of their Warfare werei Ot. x. 
not carnal, but mighty through God, who cn-^.^ ^ 
deavoured only by the Manifeftation of the 
fTrutb to commend themfehes to every man*s 
Confcience in the fgbt of Godi to approve 
tbemfelves and their Doftrine by Purenefs, h^j\ ^ e 
Knowledge^ by Longfuffering^ by Love un^j. 
feigned^ by the Word of Truths by the Power 
of God ^ by the Armour of Rigbteoufnefs ^ and 
who have laid it down* as a Rule which is in^ 
£ b 2 variably 
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Serm. variably to be obferved by all who would at 
XIIL any time introduce or propagate the ICnow- 
hrkTli^ ledge of Chriftianity, that the Servant of the 
*4* ^5- Lord muji notjirivcy but be gentle to all Men^ 
apt to teach ^ patient^ in Meeknefs intruding 
tkofe tkat oppofe themfehes^ if God peradven-^ 
tare will give them Repentance to the achmxh^ 
ledging the ^ruth. In this manner the primi- 
tive Founders and Preachers of the Golpel 
thought fit to introduce it among Men \ and 
thus our Religion made a moft furprizing and 
glorious Progrefs, ipreading itfclf quickly 
through all the moft famous Countries of the 
Earth, gaining an infinite Number of Converts 
of all Ranks and Conditions, triumphing over 
the Rage of Perfecution, and, what was ftill 
more unconquerable, over the Prejudices and 
evil Paflions of Mankind. It would certainly 
have been extremely for the Intereft and Ho- 
nour of Chriftianity, if this had been the only 
way of propagating it that had been ever thought 
on ; if Men had been contented to \eX it al- 
ways prevail by its own Light and Force, 
without calling in any foreign Aids for its 
Support, which inftead of contributing to its 
. growth and advancement, have been the 
means of obftruding and deprcfling it, and 
diminifliing it greatly in the Eftcem and Re- 
gard of the World. For when the original 
.. . Method 
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Method of propagating the Gofpel came toSERM. 
be laid afide, and a new fort of religious Po-' XIII. 
licy took place among Chriftiansj when the^*^^"^ 
Magiftrates of this World became the chief 
Patrons and Guardians of the Faith, and were 
always ready to revenge every Inftance of In- 
fidelity, or whatever happened to be called 
fo, with the utmoft Severity ; ^hen the 
ipreading the Dodbrine of Chrift was made 
the Occaiion and Pretence of di Curbing the 
Rights, and invading the Liberties, and Pof^ 
fcffions of Men, of involving them in cruel 
Wars and Bloodihed, and of bringing the 
greateft Conftifion and Mifery into all human 
Affairs, what was the Confequencc? The 
Gofpel could no longer retain its former Pow- 
er and Influence, and inflead of being treat- 
ed with the Refpedl: and Favour which it once 
met with, and which upon its own account 
it always highly deferved, it became the Ob-, 
jeft of the Hatred and Averfion of moft of 
the different Denominations and Sedts of 
Mankind. And indeed what elfe is to be ex- 
pected, but that all attempts tp eAablifh and 
maintain Chriflianity by Violence rnafl tend 
to its prejudice, as they unavoidably create 
Sufpicions in the Minds of thofe who have 
no Opportunity of iw:quainting themfelves 
with the real Strength of it, that it i§ ngt . 
B b 3 true, 
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S E R M.true, fince the Friends of it tJare not tmft tti 

XIJL Reafon for its Support^ nor ftshmit it to a 

^■^^^^^^^^frec and impartial Examination j and tibat it 

cannot be from God, who can ^never be fub- 

pofed to defign any thing for ^ Religion to be 

pofefi^d by Mankind^ whidi w31 not fufr 

ficiently recommend itfelf to theni by a rtr» 

tSonal Evidence, and which i^ not to be pro^ 

pagated among them, but by Methods which 

are inconfiftent with natural Juftice^ and thjb 

Peace and good Order of human Society. 

It is therefore certain that the only ivay in 
which the Chriftian Reli^on can ever be pro* 
pagated and defended with Succefs and Re- 
putation, is by Argument and rational Per- 
fuafion } by pfFering the Proofs and Evidences 
of it to the ynderftapdings and Cpnfdcnces 
of Men, and leaving thefe to operate accordr 
ing to their own Weight and Influence. It 
js a very weak Imagination, as well as very 
difhonourable to the Gofpel, to think that it 
yeould not be able to maintain its Ground, 
if the Profeflion of it was not enforced by 
pnal Laws, and if Men were at full liber- 
ty to embrace or rejeft it, as upon Inquiry 
they found it to deferve their Acceptance, 
pr not : The Experience of thofe timcis when 
pur Religion fpread farthcft and flouriihed 
pioft, not only without the afCftance of the 

Terrors 
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Terrors of this World, but in oppofition toSERM* 
them all, fufficiendy declares the ccntrary. XI iL 
And may we not be convinced from what ^^^^^^^^ 
has ha{^)ehed even in our own Days, that 
Chriftianity will never fuffer by the greatcft 
Liberty which Men can take of examining 
it ; that the ftri(fleft Inquiry into the Prin- 
ciples and Grounds of it, will be fo far from 
doing it harm, that it will turn much to its 
advantage? Never has the Gofpel, fincethe 
time perhaps of its firft Publication, been 
more warmly and boldly attacked, than it 
has beenbyfome late Adverfaries, who through 
the Indulgence and Equity of our Civil Go- 
vernors (which is a thing extremely for their 
Honour) have been permitted to produce their 
flirewdeft Objeiftions againft it with much 
more Freedom than has been formerly known , 
and who have done all that their Meafure of 
Wit and Learning could enable them to do 
for difgracing and overturning it But with 
what Succefs ? The Attempts of thefe Adver- 
faries of Chriftianity have probably had a 
bad EfFeS on fome hafty and fuperficial In- 
quirers, and on fome Perfons previoufly difpo- 
fed to hearken to any 3uggeflions againfl a 
Dodlririe that is not a^ecable to their In^ 
plinations 5 whereas, on the other hand, they 
hiavc raifed a noble Spirit of Inquiry in many 
P b ^ ferioiis 
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SviRM.foiaus Chriilians, and put them upon &ch 
XuL an accurate £x<in>ination of their Religion, 
that the Nature of it is much mc^-e uni-^ 
verfally underftood, and the Proofs of it are 
more fully laid open, and the Fallacies of 
IP Advcriaries are more eafy to be d^teSed 
than otherwife ^ey would have been: So 
that the Gofpel, as Truth ever muft, has 
really gained by the free Debates which have 
been' raifed about it, and is now in a £iirer 
way than it was before, for approving and ne- 
commei^ding itielf to fober and impartial 
Men, after having undergone another critical 
and open Tryal, and remaining unmoved 
9gainft the mpfl: poyrerful Efforts of its Ene- 
mies. 

IV. There is one Obfervation more which 
we may make from the Advice in the Text, 
(hat with the rational Proofs which we offer 
in defence of Chrijiianity, we mufl mix no^ 
thing of Wrath ^ BitternefSy and Arrogance ; 
but Jhould propofe them all in a Spirit of Gen-- 
tlenefsy Humility ^ and Love. Every one who 
knows any thing of human Nature, and has 
had any Experieppe in Difputes and Cqnr 
troverfies, muft be fenfible thgt the manner 
pf defending a Caufe is of vaft importance to 
our fuccecding in it : That Anger and Fiprce- 
pefsj Pofitivenefs and Pride, Infolence apd 

Rudenefs 
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Rudenefs will be apt to raife fuch DifguftsSERM^ 
and Prejudices againft a Man, as all the Ar- XIIL 
guments which he may offer, Will hardly bc*^^'^ 
able to overcome; that, on the contraryt 
Calnmefs and Moderation, the offering our 
Reafons with a Temper of Benevolence, and 
the treating all Men, whatever their Senti- 
ments may be, with all the Decency and Re- 
fpedt which upon any accounts are due to 
them, will naturally conciliate the AffeSions 
of Men, and procure us at leaft a patient and 
fair Hearing, which is one great Point in or* 
der to our convincing them : So that Meek- 
xicfs, Modefty, and Charity, are very necelia- 
ry Qualities in all who appear as Advocates for 
any Caufe that is worth contending for ; and 
they are more efpecially neceffary in thofe 
who plead for the beft of Caufcs, Religion ; 
and particularly that Religion which is all 
fummed up in Love; the great Defign of 
which is to reftrain the angry Pailions and 
bring down the vain Imaginations of Men, 
to cloath them with Humility, and to infpire 
them with the tcndereft Sentiments of Hu- 
manity and Kindnefs, Long-fuffering and 
Forbearance towards one another. Certainly 
to pretend to fupport the Religion of our Sa- 
viour, which breathes nothing but Meeknefs 
and Charity, in a Spirit of Wrath and 

HaughtinefSy 
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Sek M.Haughtinefi, is ib ^ofs a Ccrfitradidtioo, and 
XIII. a thiiig vfhkdi looks £> like Deceit and Itn* 
^^''"^^'^^pofturc, ,that it can never fail of giving great 
Scandal, and proving detrimental to the Inte- 
reft oftheGo^^ as it will iiirhi(h thatterof 
Reproach to* the avowed Adverfaries of it; 
and be the means of confirming and har^ 
dening Perfbns of unftable Minds in thePre^ 
judices which they may have taken up againft 
k. Whoever therefore would acquit them^ 
felves as worthy Advocates of Chriftianity^ 
muft take care to abftain from all unbecoming 
Heat and PafIion» fixnn all Infolence and 
Scurrility, from all reviling and rsuling at 
Men for their Infidelity ; and endeavour only 
Aasxxvi.with the Words ofT[rutb and Sobemefs^ with 
^^' acalm, meek, and benevolent Difpofition, 
to convince Gainfayers^ and eftablifh them in 
the true Faith oftheGofpeL To contend 
thus for Chriftianity^ with the Spirit which 
Chriftianity itfelf infpires, is the moft proba* 
ble means of fcrving the Caufeofit, as it 
muft eafily fatisfy Men that we have no pri- 
vate End to anfwer by their Converfion to it, 
that we defign nothing fo much as doing them 
good, by bringing them into the fureft way 
of living virtuoufly, and obtaining the greatcft 
Degree of Happinefs 5 or, if even this Me- 
thod fhould have no efFeft for convincing an 

Adverfary, 
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Adveriary, he who uJfes it,^ will at leaft have Serm, 
the Sfttisfa^ion of refkdiing that he has at- XlII. 
tem]3ited to defend the Gofpel in a way ap:w- ^•^^'^ 
able to its Nature, and without having con- 
tributed to the Increafe of the Oflfence which 
the 'World has received from the intemperate 
Zeal of Men, in their Debates about Re- 
ligion. 



SERMON 
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SERMON XIV. 

The Spiritual and Moral Liberty 
of Men. 



John VIH. 32, 

AndyeJhaU know the Trutb^ and the Truth 
jhall make you free^ 

ATjtaX for Liberty has been ufually ac« 
counted a generous and honourable 
Paflion, and goes a great way^ ia 
our Age and Country at leaft^ in recommend* 
ing a Man to the Efteem and Favour of the 
Publick : And without all queftion the En- 
deavours which have been ufed to promote 
and eftablifh both the religious and civil Li- 
bcrties of Mankind, have been very worthy 
and commendable; and it is to be hoped, and 
greatly defired, that the Spirit of Freedom 
which now prevails among ourfclves in mat- 
ters 
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ters of Religion, as well as of civil Polity, Serm. 
will not be fufiercd to perifh or decay. But XIV, 
with all the Zeal which has been cxprefled ^"^"^^f""^ 
for the Liberties of the Publick^ and with all 
the Ambition which Men may have to be 
thought Patrons of them, there has appeared 
a mofl: wretched Indifference and N^igence 
in maintaining another fort of Liberty; which 
though private and perfonal, is really of grea- 
ter Excellence in itfelf, and of more Impor- 
tance to every Individual^ than any other kind 
of Liberty whatfoever. By this, you will eafily 
apprehend, that I mean that which is called 
the moral Liberty of a Man, or the Freedom 
of the Soul from the Influence of all evil De* 
fires and Affedions, and its mdependence / 

upon extemal.Objedls and Accidents ; an Abili- "^ 
ty to do whatever appears to the deliberate 
Judgment of our Minds and Confciences to 
be right, without being controuledor refrai- 
ned by any of the Appetites and Paffions of 
our Nature, which may incline us another 
way, and without being flopped or intermp- 
ted in our good Courfe, by any of the various 
Events and Occurrences of this mutable Scene 
of things. 

It is this Liberty which our Saviour promi- 
fes to his Difciples in the Text, as the confe* 
qucncc of their knowing the Truths or their 

receiving 
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Serm. receiving and embracing his 'Doftrine, a^i*' 
XIV. plain, ftom the following Verfes, where oot 
^^^V^Lord gives the Jews to underfland, upon 
occafion of their boafting of the freedom of 
dieirDefcent and their external Condition, 
from whence they infenard that they wanted 
no Liberty from him ; that as they were wil* 
ful and habitual Sinners, they were in a fkte 
of the mioft miferable Servitude, and that a 
Deliverance from the Dominion of Sin, and 
an inward Liberty of the Mind, was what he 
intended to confer upon his Followers; which 
is indeed the moft excellent of all forts of Li- 
berty, and without which, no Man, let his 
external Liberty be what it will, can ever b« 
accounted free. 

Now as our Bleiled Saviour intends to brmg 
us into the State of fpiritual Liberty; as his 
Religion contributes moft efl^ually to this 
purpofe, by reviving and reinforcihg fuch ex«* 
cellent Dodrines and Principles as have the 
plaineft Tendency to kill and deftroy all thoib 
Lulls and Corruptions in us which captivate 
and enflave the Mind ; and to engage us to 
the Virtues from the Exerciie of which the 
Strength and Freedom of the Soul immedi* 
ately flow, and by offering us a divine Aflif- 
tance to cooperate with our Endeavours in 
throwing off the Yoke of Vice, and for ar- 
riving 
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riving at a State of perfedt Freedom ; 1 &aH»SF. rm;. 
for affifting us in attaining to this State' of XIV. 
Liberty, which is fo agreeable to the Defiga^'^^''^''^^ 
of our Religion, and which is withal a thing 
of the greateft value in itfelf, Firft^ Con- 
fider a little more «)>articubu-ly the Nature 
of this ipiritual aiid moral Liberty. Secondly^ 
(MSer fome Arguments to animate our Zeal in 
acquiring and maintaining it Tiirdfyj Lay^ 
down the proper Methods to obtain and pre-i 
ferve it. 

L As for the Firfi of thcfe Particulars j 
After the Account which has been already 
given of this inward Liberty of Men, therQ 
would be no occafion for making an inquiry 
into the Nature of it, were it not for the un-* 
happy Miftakes and Prejudices of ibme;, which 
make them fancy them&lves to be in the mofi; 
vncontrouled and free State of Mind, whea 
they are plainly under the moft ignominiot» 
and wretched Bondage. Whoever refleds up- 
on the feveral Powers, Principles, and Di£^ 
pofitions belonging to the human Nature, 
may eafily fee that fome of themrare evident- 
ly defigned for fuperintending and goyerning- 
the reft ; that our Appetites and Paiilons are 
naturally put in a ftatc of Subjedion, while* 
our Powers of Confcience and Reafon are ad-^ 
4 vanced 
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S E R M. vincicd to a Place of Authority ; that the Jud^-» 
XIV. mcnt and Determination of thefe higher Prin-^ 
'dplcs are moft properly onr Judgment and 
Choice; that coh&quently the true inward 
Freedom of Men confifts in their being able 
to adt as their Conicience and Reafbn, after 
a mature and iihpartial Confideration of 
things, direft them ; without being fftbgeft to 
any hindrance or controul either from the Mo- 
tions of the inferior Principles and Difpofi- 
tions of their Nature, or from the Influeneci 
of outward Objedls and Temptations. As in a 
civil State and a political Capacity, Men are 
free, when they are under no Government and 
Dircftion but that of Laws which they them- 
felvcs have made, or which they have appro- 
ved and voluntarily conferited to ; fo in regard 
of their inward Condition, and confidering 
them as rational and moral Agents, they are 
free, when the deliberate Judgment and Elec- 
tion of their Minds are the only Rule of their 
Condudl, and they can always aft according 
to this Rule eafily and without interruption. 

But however clear and juft this Notion of 
inward Liberty may be, there are many who 
will by no means agree to it ; who are fo far 
from imagining that to be a free State of Mind 
in which Men aft only according to the Dic- 
tates of Confcience and Reafon, that they look 

upon 
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upon it to be a State of the moft grievous Re. S e r m. 
ftraint and Confinement ; who in ordcrt;oa ^^^' 
Man's enjoying true Freedom and Indepen- 
dence of Spirit, think it altogether neceflary 
that full fcope (hould be given to every De- 
fire, Paffion, and Inclination in his* Heart, 
that whichever one of thefe happens for the 
time to be ftrong and craving, (houlfl be im- 
mediately gratified, and that everyone of theni 
Ihould be indulged and pl6afed in its turn, 
without any fort of check or controul what- 
foever. But furely nothing but great Ignorance 
and the moft fuperficial View of things, or 
the moft wretched Prejudices in favour of 
Vice, can ever make any judge thus. A 
State of the wildeft Uproar and Confufion 
In Society, where there is no Order, no 
Appearance of a wife and fteady Admini- 
ftration of Government, where the Law 
to which all muft fubmit is only the Will of 
the Party which chances to triumph for a 
Day, may as well be called a State of civil Li- 
berty, as a Man's afting in purfuance of the 
Motions of blind tumultuary Paffions, can 
be called the Freedom of his Soul. If vici- 
ous Men could indeed bring their PaiSons to 
agree with one another, or if having any one 
remarkably ftrong in them, they would keep 
all the reft in fubjeftion to this j and if they 
Vol. h C c . could 
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Se R M. could at the fame time extinguifh their Senie 
XlV. of moral Good and Evil, and extirpate the 
^'^^^^'^ Powers of Refledtion and Reafon out of their 
Nature, they might perhaps in this cafe lay 
claim to fome kind of Liberty within them- 
felves, thought it would not be properly the 
Liberty of Men: But while this is plainly im- 
poflible to be done by them $ while they ap- 
pear in hd to be always at a great variance with 
thcmfelves, while they are torn and diftraft- 
ed with many different Motions and Tenden- 
cies within, and their external Condu<5t in 
coniequence of this is full of Irrefolution, In- 
coniiftency, and Contradiction; while their 
moft favourite Paflions are upon many occa 
(ions condemned and checked by the authori*. 
tative Sentence and Admonition of their Con- 
fciences, and they are obliged to flop (hort in 
their evil Purfuits ; while in their calm Hours 
they muft fee and acknowledge their Duty^ 
and yet in their ordinary Life have no ftrength 
to adhere to it ; while they thus do what they 
Rom. x'lv^liow noty and even what tbey bate, andv)bat 
^S*^9»^s /bey wouldy tbey cannot do 5 while there is a 
Lai^^n their Members warring againft the 
Law. of their Minds^ and bringing them into 
Captivity to the Law of Sin which is in their 
Members ; certainly none who confider thefe 
things, and have any Notion of what they 
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fpeak of,. can ever fey that fuch Men enjoy Serm. 
any fort of Liberty of Mind at all. They arc XIV. 
plainly in a ftate of moft feverc Drudgery, and "^^^Y^^. 
the moft abjeft inward Slavery j a Slavery 
more real and vile than any that thofe Wret- 
ches undergo, who muft every day wear the 
outward Badges of their Captivity, and groan 
in the Chains of their Oppreflbrs. 

It is certain then that we can have no Li- 
berty of Soul in following all the Motions 
of our Inclinations and Paflions indifferently ; 
on the contrary, the Refult of that will be 
always a cruel Bondage : While Men from 
fuch Extravagance and Licentioufijefs promt fe 2 Pett U: 
tbemfehes Liberty, they foon find that tbey '^* 
are the Servants of Corruption. But if we 
would be inwardly and Ipiritually free, we 
muft be able to govern our AfFeftions and Paf- 
fions by the cool Dii^ates of the fuperiour 
Principles of our Nature, to proceed in the 
Exercife of them, or to reftrain and fuipend 
their Operation, as our Confcience and Rca* 
fon, after due Confideration, (hall direft • to 
make the Judgment of thefe leading Faculties 
in our Frame the conftant Rule of AdHon to 
us, and to purfue it fteadily and uniformly, 
without being diverted either by any inward, 
Byafs, or by any of the external Obftacles that 
we may meet with in the good Courfe to 
C c 2 which 
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S E R M. which thefe Faculties will guide and dircft us. 
XIV. When we can do this, we may be faid, in the 
^'^''^^ Words of St- PW, which he applied to ano- 
ther cafe, to be delivered from the Bondage of 
Rom. viii. CorrUptiohy and to mpy the glorious Liberty 
-* of the Children of Godi we are fubjed to no 

inward Force or Tyranny, our Conduct is 
quite voluntary and fr€e, and we arc in the 
moft uncontrouled and independent State of 
Mind that can be. 

JL I proceed now to ofier (omt Arguments 
to excite and animate our Zeal ki acquiring and 
maintaining this fpiriitual and moral Liberty, 

I. Let us confidcr, how neceffary and of 
how mudi importance^ our being pofieflcd of 
this Liberty is, for maintaining the Di^ty of 
our Nature and a manly Charadten Slavery of 
every kind is extremely ignominious and dif- 
graceful : To fubmit even to that which is ex- 
ternal and political^ which affects only the 
Body and its Concerns, argues a degenerate and 
ignoble Mind, which is infenfible of the true 
Dignity of Man, and of the Advantages and 
Rights which heisbonvto, and which it would 
be Ills Glory to ailbrt and vindicate at any ha- 
zard and expence againft every Invader and 
Ufurper of them j and which is afluated only 
by theloweft Principles, by Timidity, andfuch 
a mean Attachment to Life and the poorpr^. 

carious 
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carious Adv^tages that may be held at theSEKM. 
Pleafurc of an abfolute Lord, as makes a Man XIV. 
content, not only tg give up his moft impc^- ^"^^^^ 
tent Privileges as a Member of Society ; but 
tp crouch and bend in the moft pufiUanimous 
and abje(£l manner, as often gs the Com- 
mands of his imperious Mafter require hint 
to do fo. And yet, ignornioious and diftio- 
nourabie as the fubmitting to the Yoke of ex- 
ternal Slavery may be, the fubmitting to the 
Yoke of internal Slavey is ftill more fo ; fo^ 
the mond and rationai Powers of Men, being 
both the glory of our Nature, and the pro-» 
per guides of our Life, which are ib far from "^ 
being defigncd for Servitude and Sul^iftion, 
that they are naturally invefted with Autho- 
rity and the right of Government, if wc 
can fuffer theie to be contradicted and over^ 
ruled by blind uadiftinguiihing Paftions, to 
be fuppre0ed and born down by mere bru^ 
tal Violence, tp be corrupted by the Allure^ 
ments of external Obje^, or overconie by 
the Accidents of Life ; if we are willing that 
thefe moft noble Powers of our Nature fhould 
be thus degraded and debafed, and reduced 
to a ftate of vile Caj^vity, we muft certain^ 
ly be thought to have loft every manly Sen<r 
timent and AiFe^tion, to have funk even hc^ 
low the iseanne& of Brutes, and to have ren^ 
C c 3 dered 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



390 ^be Spiritual and Moral 

S E R M.dcred ourfelves as contemptible as it is poffi- 
XIV. ble for us to be. We may after this try, if 
^^^^^^we pleafe, to acquire a Charadler from ouf 
Zeal for the Intcreft of a Party, or from 
a feeming Attachment to publick Good, or 
from fome other commendable Qualities 
which on fome occafions we may be able 
to affume; or to raife it on the Merit of 
thofe adventitious Ornaments and exter- 
nal Advantages, which, perhaps, we may 
have obtained as the rewards of proftituting 
our true Dignity and Honour, and parting 
with our inward Liberty : But all Attempts 
of this kind will be vain; for, whatever Flat- 
terers or Perfons who have Ibme little ends 
to ferve by us may think fit to fuggeft, we 
ihall foon find that we have loft all real £f- 
teem, and that we are univerfally and utterly 
difregarded and defpifed, and, which is ftill 
worfc, we ourfelves (hall be fenfible, that we 
very well defcrve to be (o. If therefore we 
have a mind to maintain our manly Dignity, 
and to keep a Characftcr either with the World 
or ourfelves, it is abfolutely neceffary to take 
care of the Liberty of our Minds; if we arc 
already in full pofleffion of it, to ufe all En- 
deavours to continue and perpetuate it ; or if 
we have loft it in any meafure, to do all in 
our power to reftore it, and prcferve it for the 

future 
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future intire and inviolable: When we cIoSerm. 
this, we ihall not only fecurc ourfelvcs from XIV. 
falling into any Meannefs, and as theConfe- 
quence of that from Contempt, .but fhall ap- 
pear in a moft engaging Light ; as Perfons who 
haw a juft Notion of the Excellence of the 
Human Nature, and poilefs fuch a noble 
Greatnefs and Fortitude of Soul, as enable us 
to triumph over the moft powerful and dan- 
gerous Enemies, and to afiert our moft valu^ 
able and important Privilege with Firmnefi 
and Succefs. If a fteady and uniform Zeal 
for publick Liberty, and the common Wel- 
fiu-e which depends on that, is always a^ 
great beauty in a Man's Charadter, and is ac-* 
counted a clear indication of the good make 
and ftrength of his Mind; furely a fixed 
Zeal for a more noble kind of Liberty, and 
upon which every one has more depending 
than any (hare which he can have of the pub<- 
lick Happinefs, and which it is more difficult 
for a Man to be always attentive to, muft be 
allowed to be ftill a greater Excellency, and a 
ftronger Argument of a generous and manly , 
Spirit in us. Indeed a refolute maintenance 
of the Freedom and Independency of our 
Minds is plainly the way to difplay our Mag«- 
nanimity and Courage to the beft advantage, 
and will refle^ a great deal of honour upoa 
C C 4 ws 
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Serm. us in all Conditions and Circumftances : I^ 
XIV, will very much adorn us in Profpcrity, and 

^^^^ fet off all our good Qualities and Advantages; 
and it will make our Merit very confpicuous 
in an adverfe Fortune: We may £dl into Dif- 
ftrefs, we may have Poverty, we may have 
Perfecution, we may have Afilidions of vari* 
ous kinds to encounter ; but whfle we remain 
perfe(^ Mailers of ourfelves, virhile we appear 
to be fuperiour to all our Troubles, and can in 
the midfl of them calmly and deliberately 
purfue what appears to us to be rights our 
DiftrefTes will be fo far from obfcuring us, that 
they will add to the luftrc of our Chara^ers, 
and we ihall be not only loved, but highly ad* 
mired and reverenced by all who know us. 

2. As another Argument to excite our 
Zeal in acquiring this fpiritual Liberty, let us 
jponfider that it will be a Fotmdatioa for our 
pradifing all the moH noble and heroick 
Virtues. As an inward Slavery is itfeif a ftate 
of Vice and Corruption, and mokes way for 
our committing the vno^ enormous Ads of 
Wickednefs ; fo the reverfc of it, a dear In^ 
dependance or Freedom of Soul, both fuppo- 
ies us to have already made a confiderable pro« 
grefs in Virtue, and prepares and diipofes us 

Hcb.vi.i,'<^^^ c« to PerfeSiim. As this Freedom 
fprings from fome of the moft plain and finu 
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pie Virtues, fo it not only has a reciprocal Serm. 
good Influeneeupon thefei but leads to all the XIV. 
Virtues which ai« moft generous and hero- '''^''*'^^ 
ick in their nat»re. For when our Mind« 
are releafed from all Violoice and Redraint, 
and we can without difficulty follow the calm 
Dilates of our fuperior Faculties, which will 
always direct and prompt us to the moft ge- 
nerous Behaviour, what is diere that is either 
worthy or great, that may not be expeded 
from us ? The moft amiftbleand fublime Pie* 
ty, the moft inflexible Integrity, the moft 
exa£k and impartial Juftioe, the moft brave 
Contempt of the World, the moft lively Zeal 
in doing good, iht moft noble publick Spi<- 
fit, and the moft fteady Attachment to Li- 
berty and all die other valuable Interefts of 
Mankind, will naturally appear in our Con<- 
dud, as the Coniequences of our po&ffing 
an inward Freedom of Soul, and having 
the Government of our Adions entirely in 
ourfelves. Virtue being of all things moft 
agreeable to our Nature, when the accident^ 
Obftacles to the Practice of it arifing from our 
Prejudiices and evil Difpofitions are removed, 
and when our difcernii^ Faculties are always 
pure and clear, and our Affedions are obedi- 
ent to dieir Dilutions, we ihall certamly ar^ 
rive at great degrees of all excellent and praife- 

worthy 
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Serm. worthy Qiialities, and indeed at the Pcrfcc- 
XIV. tion ofGoodncfs, fo far as it is attainable by 
^i.-'Y^ us in this prefent State. So that if we would 
improve ip thofe Qualities and Diipofitions 
which we muft above all things approve and 
admire, which we muft efteemasour own 
true Excellence, as well as the higheft Ex- 
cellence and Glory of all rational Natures, we 
ihould endeavour to fecure our fpiritual Free- 
dom, and to enjoy it in as great perfection 
as it is po/Iible for us to do. This will be a 
fure Introdudion to the moft worthy and be<- 
coming Condud, a Foundation upon which 
we may raife a noble Superftrudure of the 
moft folid and fhining Virtue. And this is 
indeed the only - Foundation upon which 
Virtue, whether private or puUick, can be 
fecurely and univerfally fupported : For 
however there are fuch Principles in human 
Nature, as will always produce feveral good 
Adtions in the generality of Men, in the 
moft corrupt State in which they happen 
to be ; however fome Tempers may be car^ 
ried by a fort of Enthufiafm towards fbme par- 
ticular kind of Virtue ; and however the En- 
gagements and Heat of a Party may fbmetimes 
keep Men well-aflfcded to the Publick when 
otherwife they would not be fo ; yet there is 
no fuch thing as an uniform Courie of moral 

I Good"* 
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Goodnefs to be expcftcd from any Men wHoSer m. 
have loft their inward Liberty, nor can they XIV. 
be depended on for cotltinuing to pradife it 
in time to come, even in the partial manner in 
which they may have formerly praSiied it ; 
a new Situation, a Change of Temper or of 
Intereft, which may eafily happen to them, 
may make them alter their Condudl in thofe 
particulars in which it has been moft approved^ 
and their Behaviour in general muft, at beft, ^ 
be irregular and unequal, partaking more of 
Virtue or of Vice, in proportion to the De- 
gree in which they retain or have loft the 
command of themfelves, and according as 
good or evil PafEons happen to be ftrong or 
weak in their Hearts. The poffefBng an in- 
violate Liberty of Mind is therefore a necefla- 
ry Security for our perfevering in an uniform- 
ly good Courfe, and will withal be a Root 
from which every thing amiable and worthy 
will naturally fpring : So that whoever pro- 
poses to excel in Virtue, and to adorn him- 
felf with all noble Qualities, muft guard a^ 
gainft all Breaches upon his inward Freedom, 
and look to the Prefervation of it with the 
utmoft Jealoufy and Care, as a thing that 
is both his Defence againft the Infecftion of 
Vice, and the Source of the Order and Rea- 
gularity, and of the moft generous and ho- 
nourable Cppduft of his Life* 3, 
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Serm. 3- Let us coniicier of what confequeoce 
XIV. the maintaining our fpiritual Liberty i$ to the 
^''^^>f>^ Happinefs and true Enjoyment of Life. Pub- 
lick Liberty has not a greater influence upon 
the Proiperity of the Community, than this 
fpiritual Liberty has upon the Welfane of e- 
very particular Man. The good EfFcd of it 
upon the Happinefs of Life may be in a 
great meafure plain from what has been al- 
ready faid. For as the po0efiing this Liberty 
is both the Foundation of maintaining the Dig* 
nity of our Nature and the beft Security for a 
virtuous Conduct, it rauft confequently be the 
Spring of the pureft and mofl divine Pleafures 
of which we have any Experience, and which 
are of fo much importance that without them 
we fliould have but very little rcliih of our 
Beings, and all our Enjoyments would be-> 
come flat and infipid : And befides tfaefe moft 
noble Pleafures, which are the nK)re remote 
Confequenoes of enjoying an inward Freedom 
of Mind, th^e is a great deal of Eaie and 
Tranquillity which immediately refutes from 
* it. To be refolved and determined in any 
Affairs of great confequence, and to be able 
to zSt according to our Determinations, and 
to be above the Afiaults of ill Accidents, or 
the Power of what is called Fortune, is na* 
turally a State of Calmnefs and Serenity, of 

Reft 
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Reft and Rcpofe of Mind, as the contrary Serm. 
is always a ftate of inward Perplexity and XIV. 
Difturbance. As therefore the Men who^^ 
maintain their fpiritual Liberty, are both fix- 
ed at to the jMincipal Defign of Life, and can 
wkh facility purfue the Meafures which 
they judge to be moft proper for conducing it 
aright ; as they are likewife armed againft all 
adverfe Occurrences, they muft of courfe re- 
main in a ftate of Harmony and Peace, free 
from that Rcmorfe and Self-diflike, from that 
Diilbnancy arid Diftraftion which muft un- 
avoidaUy.difquiet the Minds of thofe who are 
got erned by no llcady Principles, who are 
a6led by various and contradidtory PafSons, 
and apt to be difconcertcd by every unfore- 
feen Accident or unlucky Event which hap- 
pens to them in the World, A State of in- 
ward Liberty therefore being naturally a State 
of Happinefs and Peace, the Prefcrvation of 
this Liberty being a thing altogether neceffa- 
Ty for the comfortable Enjoyment of our 
Lives, we will furely, if v^e regard only our 
own Qmet and Eafe, endeavour by all means 
to fecure and maintain it. 

in. I fliall confider the proper Methods of 
acquiring and maintaining our fpiritual Li- 
berty. 

I. 
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S £ R M. I * The firft and mofl neceffiffy Rule to be 
XIV. obfervcd in this Cafe, is to cxcrcife a conilant 
Temperance and Moderation of our Deiires 
towards external ObjeAs. The private Li- 
boty of Men has the fame Foundation and 
Support with that of the publick. As the Li- 
berty of Society has no Foundation whereon 
it can fecurely ftand, but the Sobriety, Modef- 
ty, Parfimony, and Frugality of the Mem- 
bers of it, which both cheriih a Spirit of pub- 
lick Liberty, and put Men above all Temp- 
tations to give it up ; as the contr^ Vices 
of Luxury and Effeminacy, Vanity and Ex- 
travagance muft always in time prove the De- 
ftrudlion of the Freedom of any People, a- 
mong whom they univerfally prevail ; fb the 
jperfonal Liberty of Men depends chiefly up- 
on the Moderation of their private Appetites 
and Defires, upon their following the Sim- 
plicity of Nature, and their cultivating duely 
the Virtues of Modefty and Temperance, and 
will certainly be ruined by their fuffcring a 
Paffion towards Pleafures or any external Ob- 
jedls to grow ftrong and violent in their Hearts. 
When a Man indulges no unnatural or ex- 
travagant Paffions, and proportions his Ete- 
fires and Inclinations to the real Worth and 
Value of their feveral Objeds, he has conquer- 
ed the greatefl DifHculdes in the acqui£tion 
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of his fpiritual Liberty, or he has rather en-S:ERM. 
tcrcd upon the Exercife of it, and may hope XIV. 
for all the Advantages and excellent Fruits of ^"^'^^^^ 
it, in an uniformly virtuous and happy Life. 
Temperance has been fometimes called the 
nuriing Mother of the other Virtues, and very 
properly, both as it has a direct Influence in 
preparing and difpofing us for the Pradice of 
them, and as it produces in us that moral Free- 
dom of Mind v^hich is naturally fruitful of 
all Goodneis, and the beil: Security for our 
fteadine& in a virtuous Courie. The firfl 
thing therefore to be learned by all v^ho would 
become fpiritually and morally Free, is the 
Method of bringing their Appetites and Af- 
fecftions under a due Difcipline \ how to have 
their Defires and Averfions well placed, to 
prevent their being hurried away with the firft 
violent ImpuUes of their Paflions, and to re- 
ftrain all the Extravagancies and Excefles of 
them, and to habituate them to fuch con- 
ftant fubjedion, that it may t>e always in their 
power to controul and govern them. This 1 
know will be a hard tafk to thofe of us who 
have never been accuftomed to fuch a Prac- 
tice, who have perhaps fome Propeniities and 
Paflions naturally ftrong, and may have both 
thefe and others heightened and confirmed 
through Habits of long Indulgence, and the 

falfe 
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Se RM.falfc and fantaftick Notions which we enter* 
XIV. tain of Life, But the Conlidcration of the 
^'"^''^^^^ Neceffity of undertaking it for refcuing our- 
fclves from a ftate of the vileft and moft mi- 
ferable Slavery, and for attaining to a noble 
Liberty and Enlargement of Soul, and all the 
happy Confequences of that, if well fixed in 
our Minds, may both prevail upon us to at- 
tempt it, and enable us to overcome all the 
Difficulties of it ; may make us calm enough 
to examine the Nature and Tendency of our 
Inclinations and Paffions before we give way 
to them, whether they are in themfelves in- 
nocent and allowable, and in ^ juft propor- 
tion to the known value of their Objedls ; and 
may likewife make us rcfolute to contradift 
and check them when they would carry us to 
any thing difappproved by the higher Princijdd 
m our Minds : * Which Method, if perfevercd 
in, muft be fufficient in time to reduce our 
Paffions to a good order ; for thou^ at firft 
we may find them very fierce and ungovem- 
able, yet when we have acquired fuch a Com- 
pofure and Firmnefs of Mind as to be able be* 
fore we comply with them to take a deliberate 
View of them, and fteadily rdfuie to gratify 
them, howevfcr importunate, in every forbid* 
den Inftance, we (hall immediately break 
the Strength of them^ and fliallfubdue them 

by 
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. )hy degrees, 'fo?that, they wiU at laft gently Si^rm. 
fiibmit to the Yoke, ?ind obey the .Di>ftates ^iV. 
:of pur fuperior Faculties without rclu<aan- ^•"^"^^'^"^ 
cy. I have only this farther to obferve upon 
-:this head, that as this. Difcipline is Jn general 
oecefEuy with refpedl to all our Paffions, for 
the Acqutfition and Prefcrvatiqn of. our fpi- 
ritual Liberty, fo it is more efpecially necgf- 
..fary .with regar4 to thofe P^flions which may 
be particularly ftrong in us, and which we 
oaay have found in Experience to have the 
grcateft Influence in feducing us into Pradices, 
which in the moft ferious Judgment of our 
'Minds we muft always difapprove and con- 
. dcmn. As there is hardly any. Man who has 
•not certain Inclinations and Pailiohs more re-- 
^maTkably prevalent ;in him than others \ and 
.as. the greatcft Danger to the Liberty of his 
JNtfind is to be apprehended from the Influence 
of thefe violent Paifions, it is plain that for 
maintaining our fpiritual Freedom, we muft 
particularly watch their Motions, and do all 
we can to reftrain them and keep them with<- 
in proper Bounds. If we can regulate thefe 
well, it will be an cafy matter to keep all our 
other 'Deflres and Aflfe^ons in .a due Sub- 
jcdlion, and to attain to a State of perfedl Li- 
berty ; whereas if we could moderate all our 
other PaifionSj and indulged only one favou^ 
Vol. I. D d rite 
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SERM.rite Inclination contrary to the Judgment of 
XIV, our higher Faculties^ we (hall difcover the 

^^^'^'^^Feeblencfs and Impotency of our Souls 5 that 
we are really in a ftate of inward Slavery, and 
in conftant Danger of having more and great* 
er Breaches made upon the Liberty of our 
Minds, till it comes to be totally ruined and 
loft. 

2. . Another ncceflSiry Direiftion for ac- 
quiring and preferving the Liberty of our 
Minds, is to have always what our Saviour 

Matt. \i. recommends under the Notion oi^ Jingle Eye^ 
an uncorrupted and clear Difceroment in all 
the Affairs of Religion and Morali^. For 
our moral Judgment being the Guide and 
Light of Life, the Principle which muft con- 
duift us in the Padis of Liberty and Virtue, 
whatever darkens or corrupts that, Arikes at 
the Foundation of our fpiritual Freedom, 
and fo far as it prevails makes the Enjoyment 
of that Freedom impoffible. Now as there 
are fevxial things which tend to obfcure and 
deprave the Light and Judgment of our Con^ 
fciences, fuch as indulged evil Paffions, moral 
Refinements and Equivocations, fuperfli^ 
tious and enthufiaftick Opinions, and par- 
tial inadequate Conceptions of the Duties of 
Morality ; we muft, if we would fecure the 
Liberty Qf our Minds, guard againil all thefe 

Caijfesi 
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Cauies of fj^itual Blindnefs and Depravity* S e r m. 
I have fhewn undo: the former Dire<Stion XIV. 
how our Paffions aire to be moderated and ^"^"^^^^ 
fubduedy and confequcntly how the Influence 
of them in corrupting our Confciences is to be 
removed. And as for the other things 
which are apt to miflead and pervert the 
Judgment of our Confciences, we mufl 
guard againft them by attending fteadily to 
the natural Suggeflions of our Minds with 
refpedt to the moral Duties of Life, which , 
in ail pommon Cafes will be fufBcient to lead 
us to a liberal and worthy Behaviour 5 and 
by a diligent Exercife of our Reafon, in in- 
forming ourfclves concerning the true Nature 
of God, and the acceptable Methods of ferving 
him, and in acquiring jufl. and exteniive 
Views of publick Good and the true Interefts 
of Men 5 and by comparing our Condud 
with what our Reafon teaches us to be the 
moft effedhial means of promoting the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Happinefs of our Fel- 
low-Creatures. This clofe Attention to the 
natural Voice of our Confciences, and this 
vigorous Exercife of our Reafon in difcover- 
ing the moft proper Methods of ferving God, 
and of doing good to. Mankind, are the only 
means for keeping clear of thofe Deceits and 
Artifices which Men of diffioneft Hearts are 
D d 2 apt 
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404 ^iie Sfiiriiuiai and^M^ral 

Se R M.apt to make ufo of for concealing flrbth^them- 
XIV. felves the Deformity of their' GbndoQ:; ainfl 

'''''^''''"'^'^I'endering their Vices moite agrccMibfe ahd e^ 
to their Minds ; and for previitttfng'the t)h^ 
liifions and Extt^vagatide® occafionfed' by Sii- ' 
ptrftitjon, and by enthufiaftiek,' faJfe, and" 
partiaf Notions of Virttle; Whxtii* it6 often 
utterly iriconfiftenf with the tibfc/t/and In-*^ 
t^ity of theMIndV and will alwiys enable- 
u^ to perceive Vcrjr rekdify thfciiire Me4Air«r 
of ouf Daty, ind tb.adtWidi Contifteifty;. 
Freedom, and Dignity in out whole' C0I1-* 
verfation and BeHavionf. 

3. Laftly, that We may maihtkin the tii 
bcrty of our Minds, let us alwiys* Ike unddr' 
a 'deep and lively Senfe of the DbSrines and' 
Principles' of thd Gofjjfel 'fhfsis a Diitc- 
tion vdiich arifes.very obvibufly from' tfe 
Words of our SavioUr in the' Text, wlicfe he 
reprefehts the Freedom of our Souls as the 
natural Effed: of oUr Knowledge and* Belief 
of his DoiSrines ; and^frorii St. jUmes^s giving* 

Jcini.i a-. to Chriftianity the Charadler of a p&fek 
Laio rf Libefty. And indeed whoever re"- 
flefts Upon thfe Nature of the' Chriftian I*- 
fHtution 5 that the feveral Principles and* Mdi. 
lives of it moft apparently tend to put away ' 
all manner of Vice, and to promote arid eft. 
tablifli an univerfal and perfedl Purity among' * 

Men } 
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Men; and tKat Mate tBfei ifaflfiit^a^ofSTi*t^MV^ 
tKfe DireaSoh andlAffiflfentti 6f thelftfy'diiii 3^^\ 
rft in all dtri: Enda*bAtir;to rtrfbito t^ttf fWtes; ^^^ 
aftd'f(>b«i^ul>^itt(Iet t!ie^i8tM)itttri« of El^^^ 
WhbevtSr, F fay, c&nfitRtt^thfe; '\*fll ^ilkffiy'* 
cdn<ilu(te iSM'i^' Rcflil? oPa^ tiWi'ieliftf df^ 
our Saviour's Dodbrine, and of a fincere'Cftfe- 
dience to his Laws, will be a perfect Liberty 
and Reft of Mind. T^be Law of the Spirit Rom. riSL 
of Life in Chriji JefuSy Hvill make us free^' 
from the Law of Sin and Death. Though 
we naay have been the Servants of Sin, yet Rom. vL 
no fooncr fliall we oiey from the Heart that '7' *^* 
Form of DoBrine which has been delivered to 
us J tHan'wirniairBe \x\2At free from Stn^ aniT 
become the Servants of Rigbteoufneji. Wc 
fhall find a Force and Efficacy in the Faith 
of Chriftianity fufficient to reftrain all our 
evil Defires, to give us aFi£fory over the ijdm v. 
World, and to raife us up to a fpiritual and ' 
divine Courfe of Life, in following which 
wc fhall always hfve^^hej^gijpteft Pleafure 
and Enlargement of Heart that can be. So 
that if we would fecure and maintain our in- 
ward Liberty, a very fure and effcdual Ex- 
pedient for this purpofe will be to fix a firm 
Belief of the Chriftian Religion in our Minds, 
and to cherifh and cultivate a vigorous Senfe 
of its excellent Principles ; which is to be done 

by 
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4o6 7be Spiritual and Moral Liberty of Men. 

SBRM.b7 reflecSiog muchon the Intriniick Goodnefs 

3QV. and noble Defign of it, to purify and exalt 

^the human Nature, and render it compleatly 

happy ; and by we^ung well the Force and 

Solidity of. the Arguments which prove the 

'Divine Inftituticm and Authority of the 

GoTpd. 



FINIS. 
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